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American Traits

"From the Milnt f view of a" Ger-

man," America is not the Eutopia that
the fruitier of tile constitution and the
first men who ot tiie idea of federat-
ing a nation out of thirty-si-x inde-Hndc- nt

states hoped it would soon e.

Vet from so good-nature- d and
discriminating a point of view as the
one held by 1'rofes.sor Hugo Munster-herg- ".

professor of psychology in Har-va- nl

university, Americans who pause
to read his hook can only he stimulated
to more strenuous endeavor to do their
part to make the nation into the ideal
demociacy that the fathers imagined
and hoped to found.

The live essays which compose tne
book allied "American Traits." pub-

lished by Houghton, Mitllln & Co.. were
first published in the Atlantic Monthly,
and caused from their first appearance
much discussion.

Since the beginning of the Spanish-America- n

war Americans traveling in
Germany have noticed the very violent
dislike entertained by Germans for
Americans. The opinion of America
entertained by Germany has been ap-

parent also In the cartoons which
American newspapers have republished
from German papers. The cartoons are
not pictures of our mis-

takes and of our national failings.
They are drawn In spiteful hatred. The
German at present Is exasperated with
America and he Is drawing bad pic-

tures of the Americans .as little, boys
stick out their tongues at objects of
their disapproval. Our countrymen
who" have to eat In German jensions
spend uncomfortable half hours listen-
ing to foreign opinions of America.

Professor Munsterberg refers to this
feeling in Germany against the United
States and in this country against Ger-
many: "No sincere observer can deny
that the two peoples In some respects
do not like each other. It Is by no
means hate or even animosity which
separates them; it Is a kind of antipa-
thy, a half-ethic- half-aesthet- ic aver-
sion The citizens of the two na-

tions do not like one another because
they do not regard one another as gen-

tlemen; the American thinks the Ger-
man servile and reactionary, narrow-minde- d

and narrow-hearte- d; the Ger-

man thinks the American greedy and
vulgar, brutal and corrupt. As long as
large circles of the population have
such a feeling, all the diplomacy of
the two governments can merely apply
piaster to the wounds, but cannot thor-
oughly heal them. Only one course Is

ojH?n for an organic Improvement: the
two nations must learn to understand
each other and to feel the inner accord
of their real character."

Professor Munsterberg explains that
the German-America- n who returns to
his native country expatiates about
the material advantages of living here;
but as he has never broken down the
reserve which exists between em-
igrants and a native population, the son
of Germany returning can not speak
with authority of our social life. He
himself has not seen It from the Inside.
Hecause of the evils which hatred pro-

duces the author has set himself the
large task of Introducing the two na-

tions to each other and making them
friendly. This book of five essays he
Intends, he says In the preface, for the
Americans to read; he has written
several others to be read in Germany.
In these he has collected the good
points of America and the Americans.
But in this book to America he points
out our faults. He therefore charges
no one to send a copy of the book to
Germany or to send an extract from it
to a German newspaper. The author
seems to be very anxious that the good
things he has said about Americans
in German publications be not con-

tradicted by anything he may choose
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to say of Americans inAmerica. Hence,
all who read the book are In honor
bound to say nothing of its contents
in Germany that may choke the seed
which the learned professor has plant-
ed there.

The most suggestive chapter in the
hook is the one on education. Our
colleges and universities are but pre-

paratory schools for the German uni-

versities. Whoever heard of a German
student coming to America to finish
his education? He comes sometimes
to disapprovingly observe our institu-
tions, but not to be edified. Never-
theless, occasionally Germans like Pro-

fessor Munsterberg himself find our in-
stitutions and our American character
are not what the cartoonists picture
it. Hut that Is another story.

The gymnasiums of Germany are the
colleges of America. At eighteen the
German boys have finished the drudg-
ery of learning and are ready to com-
pare and do the original, exploring
work of the scholar, cast authority
to the winds and think. American boys
of eighteen are perhaps through the
high school, and If at that age they
have been creditably graduated their
parents congratulate themselves on
having brought up something esecial-l- y

precocious and promising. Now
there Is no difference between the In-

tellects of German and American boys
in favor of the former. But there is
all the difference In the world between
the public schools of America and the
gymnasiums. Professor Munsterberg
says that from Ills ninth year he had
no instructor who was not a graduate
student of the particular branch of
knowledge that he taught. "I had no
teacher who hastily learned one day
what he must teach me the next; who
was satisfied with second-han- d knowl-
edge, which Is quite pretty for enter-
tainment and orientation, but which is
so intolerable and inane when we come
to distribute It and to give it to others.
Kven the first elements of history and
geography were given to us by men
who had reached the level of the doc-
torate, and who had the perspective of
their own fields. They had seen their
work with the eye of the scholar, and
thus even the most elementary materi-
al of their science was raised to the
height of scholarly Interest. Elements
taken for themselves alone are trivial
and empty everywhere, and to teach
them Is an intolerable drudgery, which
fills the school room with dullness and
the pupils with aversion. Elements as
the introductory part of a scholarly
system are of ever new and fascinat-
ing Interest. A great poet once said
that any man who has ever really
loved In his youth can never become
quite unhappy In life. A man who has
ever really taken a scholarly view of
his science can never find in that
science anything which is quite unin-
teresting. Such enthusiasm Is conta-
gious. We boys felt that our teach-
ers believed with the fullness of their
hearts in the inner value of the sub-
jects and every bit of knowledge was
for us a new revelation. We did not
ask whether it would break bread for
us. We were eager for it on account
of its own inner richness and value;
and this happy living in an atmosphere
of such ideal belief in the inner worth
and glory of literature and history, of
science and thought, was our liberal
education."

For some time students of life and
success have said that a four years col-

lege course Is too long. None have
claimed that the college graduate knew
any more than enough to enable him
to keep step with progress. But they
have claimed that at thirty life is half
lived. The college man who graduates
at twenty-si- x and takes a three years"
professional course has only put his
foot on the first round of the ladder
at that age and he Is hopelessly dis

tanced by the men who began to learn
the technique of the profession years
before. By excluding fads from the
public schools and by employing teach"-er-s

with a wider margin of knowledge
and inspiration the time of American
youth could be saved and they could
be turned Into the professional schools
at eighteen and complete the course
In their twenty-fir- st year. In order, to
accomplish this electives must be dis-

couraged.
Boys do not know what they want

to make their life work until they have
accumulated data for a wide compar-
ison. In the first years of Professor
Munsterberg's life botany was all his
desire. "Every minute which I could
spare belonged to the plants which I

collected and pressed. It became a
boyish passion. It lasted about three
years. Then came my passion for
physical instruments; an uncle gave
me a dainty little electrical machine
and soon the whole house was over-spu- n

with electrical wires. A friend
with theological inclinations inter-
fered: we began to study comnarat ve
religion, Islamism in particular. Thus
at fifteen years of age we learned
Arabic from the Koran. Now. finally,
my true vocation was found: my friend
wrote prophetically in my album that
we should both go out as missionaries
to the Arabs and yet I missed con-

nection and went to Boston instead of
to Mecca, and forgot on the way all
my Arabic. Friends of mine soon
found an old Slavic grave while dig-rin- sr

" their farm. I became fasci-
nated with ethnological discoveries, and
as Important excavations were going
on in the neighborhood, I spent every
free afternoon and whole vacations
in the ethnological camps, studied the
literature of the subject, dug up urns
for our town museum, and wrote a(
the age of seventeen a never published
book on the prehistoric anthropology
of West Prussia. Then the happy
school days came to an end and yet
I had not found myself. I have never
digged any more. I did not become an
ethnologist, and if a visitor to Cam-
bridge insists on my showing him the
Harvard sights, and we come to the
ethnological museum, the urns bore me
so utterly that it is hard for me to
believe that in earlier days they made
all my happiness. I went then to the
university with something like a lib-

eral education; and when in the. mid-
dle of my philosophical studies I came
to psychology, the lightning struck.
I thus found my life work; and in all
these years I have never had an ho.ir
in which I doubted that it was my life
work. Yet I did not approach it, in
spite of all those various fanciful in-

terests, before I reached the intellect-
ual level of the graduate school. The

.school never took the smallest account
of those inclinations and never allowed
me to take the smallest step aside from
the prescribed school work. My school
work was not adjusted to botany at
nine years because I played with an
herbarium, and at twelve to physics
because I indulged in noises with
home-mad- e electric bells, and at fif-

teen to Arabic. The more my friends
and I wandered afield with our little
superficial interests and talents and
passions, the more was the straight-
forward earnestness of the school our
blessing; and all that beautified and
enriched our youth and gave to it
freshness and liveliness would have
turned out to be our ruin if our elders
had taken it seriously and had formed
a life's program out of petty caprices
and boyish inclinations."

The foregoing long quotation from
Professor Munsterberg's book is at
once an example of his easy, familiar
style and of his point of view, a point
of view affected by his own experience
and a cogent argument for a pre-

scribed course of study.
For a German. Professor Munster-

berg has advanced ideas on the woman
subject; but he views with alarm the
growing culture of American woman,
fearing that after she has learned
Greek and Latin and the ways of high-
er mathematics the position of house-
hold drudge will not be so eagerly
sought by her as It Is by the German
frauleln. This may be so; but fewer
marriages and choicer ones may be a
solution of tljf question which so many
mlsmated "f "JNles have propounded.
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DR. BENJ. F. BAILEY,
Residence, Sanatorium. Tel. CI".

At onice,2 to 4, and Sundays, 12 to 1 p. m.

DR. MAY L. FLANAGAN,
Resldence.G-'lSo.llt- h. Tel 859.

At oflice, 10 to 12 h. in.; 4 to C p. m.
Sunday, 4 to 4:30 p. m.

Oflice, Zehrung Moot, 111 So. I2th. Tel. CIS.

LOUJS X. WENTE- - 1). D.S.,
OFFICE, ItOOMS 2tS, 27, 1,'BROWNELL

BLOCK.

137 South Eleventh street,
Telephone, Ollice, 530.

M. H. Kkttiii-m- , 31 J)., I'hur.lX
Practice limited to EYE. EAR. NOSE.

THROAT. CATARRH. AND FITTING
SPEOTACLIIS. Phone S4S.

Hours, a to 5; Sunday. 1 to 2:30.
Rooms 313-31- 4 Third Floor Richards

Mock, Lincoln, Neb.

J. R. HAGGARD, M. D.,
LINCOLN, NEB.

Oflice. 1100 0 street Rooms 212, 213, 214,
Richards Block; Telephone 535.

Residence. 1310 G streeti Telephone K9S4

Miss Lippincott Studio, Room ftl
Brownell Block

Lessons in Drawing, Painting,
iJyrograpnyJ.Yool carving, im-
proved China'Kiln, China deco-
rated or Bred.

Studio openMonday.Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday afternoons

2 to 5 o'clock Saturda mornings 9 to 12.

Prof. E. L. Richeson, J"
Academj. Instructor of Dancing

1182 N .. Hcsldence. 504 K St.
Member Normal School Assoc'n opMasters

of Dancing, fcupervisor of Nebraska Orders
taken for Jlusic. Beginners' class opens
Wednesday, liecember 4.

1 The Faithful
r.

I Teacher's Motto
S3 ir

? Is "Onward, Always Onward," if he
has the welfare and interest of his lit-- S

a tic kingdom at heart. 2
S My faithful. honest, forward exie- - p
g rience of 2S years at j

PAPER HANGING, p
PAINTING, ?

FRESCOING, GRAINING,
2l and INSIDE DECORATING ?S

g is at your service. ;
Prices very reasonable.

CARL MYRER,
3j Phone 5232. 2012 Q STREET. 5

TIIE

First National Bank
OF LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

Capital, $200,000.00
Surplus anil Profits, . 54.255.0S
Deposits 2.4S0.252.18

S. II. BUKNIIAM, A. .T. S.VWYKR,
President.

II. S. Fkkkman, Cashier.
II. B. Evans, Fkank Parks,

Ass't Cashier. Ass't Cashier.

United States Depository

IVE CLAIM
For our work that it is
honest work

It might cost you a trifle
more, but results are greater.

All the supplies that go
into the different processes
are the best that money and
good judgment can procure.
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