The second annual banquet and e
cwenty-first anniversary of the Lotos
nh was celehrated at the homs of
sir, and Mrs. Rhodes on Thursday v
mng. Two long tables were set in che
drawing room with fourteen covers i
vach table. Two rows of candles
on each table banked with white - oses
ynd ferns furnished the mellow 11
light which helped the continental
helles to look  beautiful even  afte
vouth had led far down the past.  The
president,  Mrs, Richards, presided
The menu cards wers Jdecorated witn
xquisite water color pictures by Mrs
Lyon. Every card was unique, There
vere no replicas  and the inscriptions
and mottos fitted the individuals 1o
hom they were pregentod,. The guosts
vere Mesgsieurs and Mesdames Lewis,
Iichards, Eason, Burnham, Brace, 0z
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den,  Taylor, Gere,  Bessey,  ILhodes
Chancellor and  Mrs. Andrews Mirs
Weeks, Mrs. Jamieson, Miss Harris
Miss Hayden, Mrs Lyon, Mrs. Harns,
Mr, K. A Noss

The menu Divster coektail SO
fish, shertwert, chicken and mushrooin:
lob=ter sabud and cuacumber sandw ches
Iee vream and cake, coffes

After diinner Mrs, Richards, the pawes
Wlent, gracelully introducsd the follow
ing speakers Mr, ', K. Bessey A
Tale of the Modern Lotos-caters.”™ M
Burnhiim, whe sang Schubert's “Sers

e amd CTuking the vear togpgel e

my dear.” Mr. Ross, “"Women of Leis-
ure:”  Miss Harris Anecdote: " Mr
Burnham Bendemir's Stream . M=
Lewis, A Year's Report Chanee Hor

Andrews, "The Emancipation of Wao

e n
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Last Friday the W. K. . . club
held a largely attended meeting at the
home of Mrs. Houston, The history
lesson was read by Mrs. Wilson. Mrs
Gregory read a paper on “The Ancient
ity of Mexico,” aml Mrs., Hutler read
a poem by Whittier
were served.  The club decided to re
ceive New  Year's calls The  next
meeting will oceur on the thirteenth
at the home f M=, Vielet, 1421 1,

lefreshments

The history department of the Wao

man’'s Club omet st Friday “The i
gunization of the Gevernment nder
the New Constitution Mrs Stan

hope, Mrs, K. J. King, Mrs. Hatfleld
amd Mrs, Lyman presented  different
diversionz of the subject Mrs, “hap
man talked of “Hamilton and His Fi
nancianl System,” amd Mr= Broady of
“The Rise of Parties '

5

The next mevting will be devoted to
the forelgn relations and internal Jdis
turbancves of Washington's adihinis
tration, Members are reqgquested to re
spond to roll call with some anecidote
of tGenernl or Mrs. Washington

The Alline club met Thursday after
e with Mres M W Floslsanin i
club b= studying Egyptinn history amld
Mrs. Pivkuap read o paper on the eight

venth dynasty Mrs Fuolsoan gave an

interesting review of Ebens Hoblden, The
cihab will mest in two weeks with Mrs
Frankish

Mr. 4 H Harley entertiined  the
Foosnnmad Talehe Mimdav evening A fFLeer
dinner Dr. H. 0 Rowlands talked of
criminals and their troatment

The Fames Amateurs met Thiaesdiy
iterpoen with Mi Vaull

A. J. SAWYER

SOME MEN WHO HAVE BEEN MAYORS

Sketches Reminiscent of the Administrations of A. J.
Sawye: and F. A. Graham When They Were at the
Head of Lincoln’s Municipal Government. % 8
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Litinesl o order  resteadning . the
mayoer amdl council from  taking
wny further action in the matter
until the whole case could b
Viewed in his vourt.  This interpre
tation of  1he L WIS Ver)
distasteful to the municipal «ih
oer=. They recarded the orider as
odireet Blow at jocal government
and, after consualtation with seyv-
eril  prominent  atlorneys,  con-
cluded to ignore the mandate of
Judge Brewer

The mayor decliared the office of

‘ police judge vacant and named o

The autumn of 1887 deserves a sepa-
rute page in the volume of municipal
history, for at that time Mavor A, J.
sSawyer and eleven councilmen made
4 bold stand for the legal rights of the
city. Furthermore, the entire munici-
pal government of Lincoln was incar-
cerated in the Douglas county jail for
i whole week. This is how it all hap-
pened.

A J. Sawyer was elected mayor on
an independent reform ticket in oppos-
ition to the regular republican nomines,
E. P. Roggen, in 1887, The ity had
been “wide open” for some time, and
4 Law and Order League had been
formed to settle things down and purge
the clty of gamblers and tough all
around blacklegs. Of thiz orgnniza-
tion Mr. Sawyer was president. When
Mr. Roggen was named by the regular
republican convention a large number
of the meost influentianl citizens bolted,
and, calling & rump convention, nom-
inated Mr. Sawyer. The latter was
found to have a majority of 537 when
the votes were counted.

Mr. Sawyer promptly made war upon
the gamblers. As a result of his oper-
ations, charges were preferred against
Albert F. Parsons, the police judge.
the reformers alleging that he was
gullty of malfeasance in office and had
not turned over the moneyvs collected
in fines as provided by law. A com-
mittee of the council was appainted to
investigate the charges. After listen-
Ing to the testimony this hody report-
#d that the police judge was guilty as
charged and recommended that he be
removed and the otfice declared vacant

The ordinance then in foree relating
to the removal of city officers required
that the trial be by the whole coun-
Cil. This was amended and the report
of the committee again filed

But while the resolution declaring the
office vacant was pending, Mr. Parsons
showed up, accompanied by his atwor
ney, L. €. Burr. The police judge re
Tuested that the trind be held bhefor
the whole council on a certain day. and
i all the members concurred he would
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b satisfied with the result. To this
Propogition the mavor amd  council
IBTeed,

Then Mr. Parsons attempted to steal
* march on the city officials. His at
torney went before Judge BPrewer, of
the I'hitw] States clrcult court and ob

suvvessor for the p!.n-r- in the peT-
=om of H. J Whitmors The
council contirmed thas action. No thme
was lost by the opposition In calling
attention of the circait court to this
twtion an<d then the trouble hegun,
Judge Brewer directed the city offi-
cials to appear before him amd show
why they should not be fined for con-
tempt of court. They presented their
reasons for disregarding the order of
the court and averred that the court
had no right to issue it. This course
of reasoning Judge Brewer overruled
As an eye opener he sentenced Mavor
Sawyer, and Councilmen Priscoe
Burks. Cooper. Pace and Dean to pay
a fine of $50 each. Councilmen Rillings-
ley, Graham, Hovey, Ensign. Fraas and
Dailey were asked to donate 300 euch
The city officials declared that thew
would ruther suffer imprisonment than
Py the fine =0 the [United States
marshal guietly gathersd them in and
took them to comfortably  furnished
quarters in the Douglas county  jail
Here the obdurite prisoners were ban
queted and congratulated by everybods
while Hon. G. M. Lambertosn hurried
to Washington to fil« an application
for a writ of habeas rorpus with the
["nited States supreme court
The writ was granted. the prisoners
were released and in the following Jan
uary the stand taken by the mavor
and councilmen was vindicated by a
decision of the supreme court. In Lin-
over the
result and all the imprisoned officials
were looked upon as heroes
Mr. Sawyer was born in Ottawa, IH
in 1848 He came to Lincoln ir e

coln there was great rejoici

and has since practiced luw in this
citv. He has been a democrat from
his south up. Ar one time he was
candidate for district judge on  the
bourhbon ticket and although the nor-
mal republican majority was in  the
neighborhosd of 2.k he came within
M of being chosen He served four
vears as United States district attor-
ney for Nehrauska uneder President
leveland

Mr. Sawver has never lost his ardent
belief in the justive of his cause in
the Pursons altercation. At the end
af hig term he refusel to be & candi-
date again. Concerning the state of
affairs at present, he said

‘We have a clean city administra-
We have good city officers

1 it Al of the

tlon now,

~

oificials seem 1o have the besi
welfare of the people at heart, an

I can suggest no mprovement

Frunk A\ tiramnhinm has  poassedd
msst of his Hife in Lineoln Al
hut ten vears of the thme, =since b
left sihoo!l to make his own way
Have been devoled o the Hvery
business at the old stand When
he eame to Lincoln in 1571, at the
age of fourtesn vears the ity was
not  in the least  prepossessing

Thers was not o building between

) street and the present site of the h ‘

capitol and so far as appearance
wis concerned it did not  seem
that there ever would be. The city
buildings were inconsequental affalrs
and the juil did not appear to be
vitpuibile of barring much water out or
of barring a very despernte sort of
prisoner in tat it was= good enouzh
for those days, as were all the build-
ings

Gradually the town grew, hut It was
a long while before it had spread so
fur that there came a time when there
wers residents who did not know Frank
Griham, When  Mr,
struck out for himself, after compiet

Gricham first

ing a common school education. he was
emploved by W, H. B. Stout, the fam-
ous politician who had the prison con-
tract and held it. Thus Mr. Griaham
worked at the penitentiary until the
time arrived for him to turn liveryman
Eventually in 1885 the peoaple decided
to try him for mayvor and he was will-
ing. For two terms= he was the chisf
executive and it was his portion to en-
foy o rather stormy administration
He succoeeded Mayor A, H. Welr and
it was one of hig principles that the
city should be run not so “‘tight™ as it
hud during the wdministration of Mr
Weir. According to Mr. Graham thers
wies much complaint among the peoaple
who had observed from the attempt 1o
run i tight” city that surreptitious
sporting  places  were  in operation
squarely under the noses of the niee
people of the town. It was his opinion
that If the sporting element were af-
portioned o reservation of the city it
covidld be better kept under control aml
with less discomfort or disgust ta peo-
ple who deplored its promiscuous «xist
TR When he was elected he forth-
with carried his theory into «ffect
Another thing to which he gave his
immediate sttention was a plan for the
eXtermination of the board of publis
works, of which it wag the general
apinion that it was an unconscion:able
EX e nse It was composed of three
members. the chairman who drew o
silary of $1.200 a vear and two whose
salaries amounted to $25 a month #ach
Their duty was to keep their eyves on
public improvementa and needs of the
time, 2 thing which came to be viewed
as wholly  unnecessary In : little
while it hecame property of the past
Much of the credit for the Mockelt

F.A GRAHNAM

well Mr. Graham thinks = in a way
due to him, a2 it was by his advocntive
communication to the council, he says
that aitation for the well finally
evolved Its constroction lLiiter an at

tempt wies mavde 1o bgpeach him on the

charge of engoaging » man tao plug i
in order Ty comjeiss (s ruin The-
council wias unable to muster «suf
cient number of voles o ceomplish

this end and the mavor retained his
L

“The iden that | should want Lo de
stroy the well after the «fMorts T musdes
for ts com=truction = absard on s
Face.” he says

While he lnments the great spumgmibre
of debt in which the clty ha=z sunk M)
Giraham feels that the city b= running
along about ax well ns need be At

lenst he says that =o far « the present

officers are concerned he thinks they
are performing their dutivs consclien
tiously and as well % may e shked
If any change werse ta l e in any
respect, he would say et the oipneil
b reduced to seven menbers one from
“iuch ward or let their salaries be it

off entirely He would prefer 1o see

the councilmen working s  Jdo the
members of the sehool beooped At hent
monsy andd vithout price Even the
office of mavor, he savs. ought to be
tached from it< salars When he o
cupicd that office sygprost ons NP
made that the salary ough?! o be ont
celed and he did not oppose 1hs Jo

The only question = its practicability

To do these thinge *he t

Mr. Grahiam L= H 3
ounty, New York in 1% i s
his parents rer i 1o " o
th 1i 1 four v . . £
Lincoln in 1871, Sinece | g politics

» The magns ' . ¢
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nek . i hins
been a 3 < 1 t horm
of his o %= } :
less gealous for

Personally Mr. (3rah - "\ hle
man, his geninl manner winning him
many staunch friends who sapported
him lovally in hi= polit ] “ntiyres
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