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himself a< an unresistable agent of may be contrived which shail have its legislature, in the cashier’s cage, and
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so useless, so enlirely a funcsionary to oil her up. Thiok of the discus. room thieves. i
“and nothing more, as the city detec- sions, and difference of opinion a ma. The weakness of socialism is thay j
tive. Newspaper reporters hunt chine embodying a higher principle teaches universal ownershj At
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hold it, or his eyes guard it. When

ever he lays it down, it belongs t.
who can grab it first. Every nigh:
the janitor at the high school fills ;4
table fall of books that he has found
in different parts of the building. I\
the morning, when they come to schoo

the students turn over the misce!

laneous pile of soiled, torn books look-
ing for those they will need that day.
The connection between a careles-
use of the books loaned them and
taking property which belongs either
to the school-board or to one of their
schoolmates is apparent toa candid
mind.

Public schools and state universi-
ties, supported by a compulsory tax,
on those who have and those who
have not children, are nnly justifiable
because they are supposed to increase
the value of each citizen to the state,
It should be demonstrable that the
average graduate of high-schools i«
better and more useful to the commu-
nity than the average boy whose
parents take him out of school befors
he reaches the high-school.. The
great merchants and manufacturers
of this country, however, are trained
in a different school and by the con-
stant and widely different demon-
stration of commercial principles and
conduct. The unpampered realiza-
tion of the rule of the game humaine
is best learmed in the stores and of-
fices. If it were possible to hold a
competitive examination between the
little boys in business and the little
boys going through the sacred pro-
cesses of public school education, the
former would stand a chaoce of get-
ting a mark at least fifty per cent
higher.

The scholars of the Lincoln high-
school have no desks. They drift
about from class room to class-room
with a pile of the school-board’s books
on their aching arms. They have no
lockers, either for book or for wraps

“and they lay the books down and

their wraps are stolen, by the logical
graduates of the system who go into a
dark, barred cage in the basement
and pick out as well as they can, by
touch, what suits them. Tramps and
inveterate travelers that pay their
way, who have no place in society. no
example to set, no community to
shock, and no investigation to dread.
are pot a highly-moral class. Some
people lead respectable lives for nine
or ten months out of the year in the
cities where they live and they keep
their courage up by planning for an
annual vacation far from family and
acquaintances, It is due the children
we are educating to be our governors,
mayors, treasurers, judges, and presi-
dents that we keep the sharpest
temptations away from them until
maturity. We owe them the safe-
guards in their public school life, of a
localized seat aod desk, and of the cer-
tainty of detection and discovery if
they steal.

There is also a not. quite clearly de-
tined connection between red-tape,
formal methodsof teaching,and steal-
ing and between lying and Stealing.
A confusing number of rules in regard
to deportment enervates morals, The
lines of children whe, watched by the
teacher on the steps,are forced to
march out in single file till they
reach the street is an indication that
the teachers are devoting dispropor-
tionate time and attention to out-
Wilting every normal child's desire tu
rin and make a noise as soon as school
“lets out.” (Is there a more graphic
phirase for dismissal> One more elo-
quent of the child’s point of view?)
Twenty-five yearsago in the public
schools of Lincoln there Was no steal-
ing. Today there are a number of
thieves in the publie-schools and in
the university. Is the evil remedi-




