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The Catholic Bishop of Kimberly.

The Right Raverend Anthony Gaugh-
rap, Roman CQatholic Bishop at Kim-
berly, South  Africa, furpishes some in-
terasting iaformation and opinions with
regard to the difficuliies, now merg-d
10to war, between the British acd the
Boers.

In a lettar to a member of the Boston
Herald stafl, datad previous to the out-
break of hostilities (September 19), he
champions the canse of the Outlander
population of the Transvaal Republic,
and views the question from the stand-
point of one who desires equal righte for
all in that country. A residencs of thir-
tean years ion South Africa has enabled
the bishop to acquire a thorough ac-
quaiotaoce with the conditions existing
io thst country. It will be observed
that Bishop Gaughran was thoroughly
convinced at the time the letter was
written that war batween the British
and the Boers was inevitable.

The part of the letter which is of pub.
lic interst is as follows:

“Now for my pereonal opinidn about
the matt:r. | cap, with a s=afe con-
science, say that | think Eogland very
seldom bad & more just cause fur war.
The state of things in the Transvaal was
a scandal to the nations. That a hand-
ful of men, some of whom were very illit-
erate, and all of whom were very pre-
judiced and selfish, should expect to be
aliowed to make laws forever for those
who spend their money in buying up
property in that country and develop-
ing its wealth, ie preposterous.

*Chamberlain’s indictment of the
Trapsvaal government was perfectly
fair I have no hesitation in saying so,
and I bave had thirteen years t»study
this question.

“l am wpot an Englishman, as you
know, nor are my sympathies in general
with Eagland ; but in this case [ believe
Eogland will do credit to our common
bhumanity by forcing a smail state call-
ing Iltaltsll’ a republic to give equal rights
to all.

“Whatever one masy call Eogland's
title to interfere 10 this matter, it is cer-
taip that in former years most of the
Boere, their president at the head, asked
Eungland 1o come to their aid and take
over the state. She did so, and then
when the debisof the little republic
were paid by Eogland, and Paol Kruger
received his salary, which was in arrears
for 3 loog time, he started a rebellion
agaiost the pew authority, Gladstone
gave them back their country under
certain conditions. The fourth clause
of the conventivn ecnoveyed the idea
that all who go into the country shall
have equal rights. The Boers and their
volksrasd did not keep that prouise;
they did not give equal rights to all.

*When the rush to the Transvaal be-
gan there was a very simple law for the
frunchise. I am writing from memory,
but | think it must have been a resi-
dence of two years and paying taxes. A
few years afterwards it was increased to
six years, then to fourteen years;and
no one could say how many more years
might be added on.

“These who had invested their money
in the country had no hope of ever hav-
ing avoics io the goveroment of the
country, and yet the Uitlandars were
twice as numerous, at least, as the orig-
inal usurpers. For,in my micd, I do
rot give to the Boers of the Transvaal
the title of npationality. Toey simply
killed the Kaftirs fifty years ago, and
then took their places. There is noth-
icg in this that implies proseription for
a nation.

“Now comes the question of Paul
Kruger and his adviscre. He had a
clever man for come years who gept him
from ecommitting hims=|f toofar; but he
has left him, and now the whole govern
ment seems to be like a boat without a
rudder. Oom Paul is shrewd, but when
one considers that the president of the
small republic, which has only 60,000 in-
habitants or thereabouts, receives a sal-
ary a8 large as the president of the
Uagited States, one can imagine that
patriotism is not the first characteristic
of his life.

“I cannot euter into the details of
concessions which, | believe, were most
iniquitous as regards the intereste of the
country, the dynamite question, ete,
ete. These I do pot care to coosidar, .

“I have alwaye heid that a man in
any country has the same right as an-
other if he conducts himsell as he ought,
and that there should be po distinction
beyond .that which is vpeceseary lo test

his sincerity. Let the United States be
the modal 10 thws matter.

“"There mu-t not be at the end of the
19.h ceotury a government calling iteelf
a republic. whi.e it is in reality a close

oligarchy . :

“Now, | nave given you my views in
general on the eituation. Were [ to go
into the history o. this country in more
detail, I could make s much stronger
case against the Boers., I on!y waot to
get you on what [ consider the right
line for judging the struggle, which
seems to me is inevitable now.

“ I'he Boer is brave, Of that I have
no doubt, but he is ignorant and preju-
diced to an alarming extent. Oa tnat
account I do pot condemn him, for his
fathers had to strike out into the desert
and live as those who are cut off from
civilizstion. His prejudice shows iteslf
priocipally as regards the Cutholic
chorch ; and, secondly, as regards the
civihzed habits of Europesn natioos.
The Catholic church is his bugbear.
Cutholics are heatheos to bim. Lhey
worship snakes and wooden images.

“1 tind I might go oo forever in this
strain, but I bave not time to give you
my ideas fully.and I must wind up by
eaying that to my mind a war is the
best way to end the unrest and insecu-
rity that torment and paralyze the
country here at present. We suall all
suffer from it, probably we may suffer a
great deal, but io the end the couotry
will gain, and gain immeansely.

** Asfar a8 you are concerned, do not
allow the idea to prevail that the Trans-
vaal is & republic, except in name. Be-
lieve me, yours [uithfully,

A. GAUGHRAN,
0. M. 1. (Bishop Gaugran).”

The Transvaal.

Tsppan Halsey, an American of Dutch
antecedents, who has spent mu :h time
io the I'ransvaal, was recently asked to
give his views on the situation there and
ussiga ressons for the war pow in pro-
gress. lu responee he prepared and
read a paper befure the Round Table
Club, saying, amoong other things:

Six years before Christopher Colum.
bus came to this land the Portugueee
discovered Cape Colony, and their pos-
sessiong by this right were undisputed
for more than a huodred years. In 1591
the Britishdiscovered it and landed, and
four years later the Dutech. The Dutch
let their knowledge pass for fifty-seven
years, when in 10652 they landed three
ship loads of eighty-six immigrants.
In 1686 some French Huguenots, Heeing
from religious persecution, joined the
Dutch in Cape Colosy. la 179 the
first effort is recoraed of any attempt to
teach the gospel of Jesus of Nazareth to
the rativee, who, in fact and truth, held
their land in fee simple and had been
driven from it by the Boers. The mis-
sionary was at once exelled from the
country by the Roers.

The British in 1795 cocrquered the
Duteb fl:et and took poss»ssion of Cape
Colooy, but n '802 in was restored to
the Dutch by peace treaty. Four years
iater the British took it by conquest
again,aud eight years later, 1514, pur-
chased the whole of Caps Colony by pay-
ing the Dutch #30.000000, who re-
nounced forever all claim,

For twenty years ther=after the Boers
lived in Cape Colony under Britich rule.
Io I831 the Esglish government, haviog
sought for the most equitable way to
abolish the iniquitous Boer system of
slavery, passed a law emancipating all
slaves, but payiog the owners 36,000,000
therefor io notes on the Bank of Eog-
land. Many of the Boers, used to lives of
irdolence, resented this [reeing of slaves,
and moved on across the Orange river.
This move was called the ‘great trek,”
and consisted of about 10,000 Boers.
The laod they went into was owned and
poscessed by the Zulus.

They tried to inhabit it, but slrange
to eay, the owners in fee simple wanted
it too, so they fought the Zulus for thir-
teen years, until in 1848 they had to so-
iicit England to come and save them.
The English government interveped,
established peace ard order and a new
government under the name of “Orange
River Sovereiguty.” Some of the Boers
revolied because of their old dislike of
the Eoglish; they being couquered

“trekked” agaio further north beyond
the Vaal, and alled themselves the
Transvaal Republic, Obssrve that
peither in 1813, when the great trek be-
gan, nor in 1848, when the second trek
took place, were they compelled to move
by cooquerors who wanted their land
or homes or took their liberty-

On the cootrary, when Eongland had
settled conditions for the Orange River
Boers, that they might be peazeful and
prosperous, she voluntarily withdrew
and allowed them to form a new state,
called the Orange Free State, that was
and to this day is independent and uc-
bhampe.ed by Eogland, and bas flour-
ished marvelously. It was not so with
the Boers across the Vaal, for they were
from the tirst at war with the varioue
tribee of natives whose land they had
taken, and because of their inhuman
treatmsnt of even the [riendly tribes
there was no safely at any time. From
the River Vaal, a tributary of the great
Oraoge river cn the south, to the Lim-
popo river oo the north, the Boers had
taken a country five bundred miles long
by four huodred miles wide. It wae
bounded by the natural protection of
the Drakensberg mountaine oo the east
and Bachuanaiand on the west. It was
all mnlacd, aod the nearest seaport was
forty five miles, at Delagoa Bay, which
was owned by the Portuguese. The
Boers from their lirst posseesion of the
Veal country fought the nativee with-
out and o~pslaved those within their
borders Dr. Liviogs'one says: “The
Boers forced even those tribes most
frisndly to them to perform all kinds of
tield work for nothiog and supply their
own food and implementaof work. They
steal domestic servants from the more
hostile tribes in the most cowardly and
bloodthirsty maoner.” In their treat-
ment of the various friendly natives
says a resident of the Trunsvaal, “ I
have seen a Boer on his farm summon
thirty native women to perform labor.
They came with their children strapped
on their shoulders, and their own food
was carried in their hande, and they
worked th: number of weeka desired
without pay at the will of tbe Christian
meater.” Liviogtooe says: “The Boers’
chiefl grievance against the English was
that they bad the same lawa for white
acd black.”

Constant warfare from 1848 to 1875
between the Boers of the Transvaal and
pative tribes tinally wearied, discouraged
and bankrupted the Transvasl, aud the
Boere, petitioned England once more to
come to their sssiscance. Eaogland’s
cootrol of the territory was the price
agreed on, acd the Transvaal was an-
nexed to Cape Coloony ia 1877 by procia-
mation. Paul Kruger and Piet Joubert
took office under the British govern-
ment.

The dangers over, the financial affairs
settled by the new government, the
Boers repented of their bargain, and in
1880, after three yvarsof annexation,
revolted and defeated the English in
three famous but disgraceful engage-
ments, erdiog in the Majuba Hill uffair.
In 1881 the vacillating government of
that weak grand old man, W. E. Glad-
stone, restored again the Traovsvaal to
the Boers us “ The South African Re-
public,” but it was clearly stated as be-
ing s0 under the suzerainty of Great
Britain. Restive under an agreement
they had made but did not want, they
finally in 1884, succeeded in gettiog an-
otber agreement, which does not men-
tion the much talked of word “suzersio-
ty,” but certainly implies it, as it ex-
preesly says that the Boersshall not
make any treaty with any power with-
out the same has been approved by Her
Majesty Queen Victoria. If there was
po sovereigoty, why this neceesity ?

The Boers had in the treasury of the
Transvaal Republic of 1,000,000 in 1877
the amount of twelve shillinge and sig

pence, and their preeident, Burgers,

suid, addressing the rsad (or parlia-
ment): “1 had rather be a policeman
under a strong government than be
where I am. You Boers, haviog lost
the country, sold your independences, ili
treated the nativee, shot them down,
sold them ioto elaery, must pay tbe
peoalty.”

With a knowledge of such a condition
all except the most ignorant and stub
born Boers were glad to be annexed in
1877. In 1884 and 1886 the revenue of
the counlry was not to exceed 400,000
When in 1836 gold was discovered in
Jobannesburg minera Hocked there
from Germany, Eogland, America snd
elsewhere, and thia made a city of 100,-
000 people where there was none previ.
ously. The Outlanders were warmly
welcomed by the Boers, because they
needed the increased revenue. They
got it,too, a8 it has increased from
three hundred and seventy-five thousand
to twenty-five millions, and this the Out-
landers have to pay every dollar of, and
have no representation for their tsx.
ation.

Io 1880 the law had been so changed
that an Outlandar could pot obtain the
franchise under fourteen years' resi
deoce, and then only if the Boer gov-ro-
ment, by a two-thirde vote, was plessed
togrant it. The arraogements of 15851
aod 1884 bad been whittled away until
the foreigners had no rights whatever
but to pay exorbitant taxes.

Later, when five years’ residence wus
required, maoy Americans and Eoglish
bought land 1o the Transvaal, built
housee, brought their families, invested
io mioes and machinery and gradually
severed the ties that bound them s
the rest of the world. After 1580 he
was asked to give up everything of citi-
zenship in America on the chance that
after fourteen years the HFoers (two-
thirds of them) would be pleassd to let
him vote where he was paying ninety
per cent of the taxes, and where :

1. There were no courts in which a
foreigner can have any wronge redrasse d
or protection for home and family.

2, His children have no education in
state schools. ’

3. Mooopolies ara farmed out by the
Boers on coal, candies, matches, soap,
liquor, dynamite, ete.

4. Railroads are mismanaged inten-
tiovally, and machinery and perishable
goods delayed until bribes ars paid, etc.

5. The liquor monopoly sold to a Jew,
who wakes a poisonous whiskey of a
cheap grade and sells it without restric-
tivn to the patives who work in the
mines, and half the time paid for is lost.

6. Landssold to the Uitlanders for
miniug is oot held by the B ers as pri-
vate property. so the Polish Jews, who
hacdle most of the bad liquor, place ss-
looas at the very mouth of the shafts of
the mives. Result: The Kaffir employes
are constantly drinkiog, hence falling in
thbe sbafts, tightiog and suffering from
accidents aud injuring property. Every
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