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the back, whm they st.uck in the t.l|ht
fitting groove, as the lid closed up.
Lady Mary carefully drew out . the

toward her, however, her eyes fell on
her own name, so she thought, o his
massive, sprawling handwritipg.

“May! Cruel, adorable May! . What

HE jpetitution is situated on an ele-
*: yated site, overlooking the city of
4 Linco|n, which lies three miles to
“the northwest, and with which it

is this that you say about .pillﬂo!' 1s connected by an electric street rail-

About my beiug able to live without
you! Why, you kpow I" can't. And it
I could, I wouldn's. 'Is this your re-
ward ror all tbe devotion 1've shown
you? Not that a fellow wants to speak
of that, only——-"

The paper was blurred, the ink vot
yet dry. No more had been written,

Lady Mory stood holding the paper
in her hand. A great joy came into her
oyes, filling them to overflowing. And
then she buret into tears.

“May! Cruel, adorable May!" He
had been writing these very words,
when she had broken in upon him with
his reproaches. No wounder then, that
in his righteous pride, he had withheld
them, left them unspoken, hidden them,
for the moment, away. What she bad
said that morning—that he no looger
seemed to need her company that he

. sought his happinees away from her—

theee unjust accusations had wouoded
him to the beart. Not trusting bimeelf
to speak calmly, ho had written a fow
loving words of reproach and “reply.
Before he ' had flnished, she bad inter-
rupted him, returning to the “chuarge.
“Cruel, adorable May!" He still
thought her ‘‘adorable.” And he d+em
ed her to be “cruel.” He was right.
She stood looking at the d«mp, blurred
word ina miat of loving ecstusy and
eshame,

“Still here?" said her huihand on the
threshold. Then he sprang forward,
and his voica chaoged i'er wh, “My
God, Mary, what have you vou ther«?’

She held out the untinished note,
“Forgive me,” shestamm :red, and the
tears rained down her cheeks, *‘Desr-
est, forgive me; see, I found your note
to me. It had slipped thropgh the
back of the desk. Oh, Georye, can you
forgive me that I ever doubted your
lovet™

He hesitated for a moment, and hie
color came buck from ashen white toa
burning red. Then at laet he said:

“Please don't talk nonsense, Mary.
Ot couree, I never thought you doubted

.my love. But men are different from

women, I—I—of course I love you,
Mary.”

caught ber in bis arme. &
“Call me ‘May,’ "’ she whispered, ber

head upon his shoulder, “as vou alwaye

used to, until five or six months ago.”

“Ju of ﬂn moat bult.hﬁllouuonn be-
tween 'ﬂ: ver aud the
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A wsecond flood of color streamed
across his face. “May!” he said, almost
affectionataly; “foollsh, darling May!”

“Not ‘cruel,’ ” she murmured, looking
up at him,

“No—no, not cruel,” she said, and
kissed her.

“But——1" And still she looked up
at him, with smiles aniong her teare,

“But——1" he repeated, uncertain,
searching.

“A litt'le—just  a little—adorable?”
she prompied, almost icaudibly, all
blush-s aud ripptiog happiness.

“Altog-ther adorable,” he answered
bastily, and kissed her agaio, and woftly
disenguged himsell. *“Now hurry up
and drees.”

L-«tt alone, Gaoorge Tresling gazed
dosn st his shiny boots. Then he
t irned to the secretaire ard thought-
fully uniocked it.

“WN!" he anid, “welll”

-And he sat down and wrote the follow-
ing note,in the place of the one his
wile had carried off with her, pressed
tight agaiost her breast:

“Dear May: If you wish it so, of

course it muet be so. You are the beat

judge of your own happiness, and on nu
account would I interfere with such
plans as you may desire to make for
your future, So Iregretfully bid you
farewsll, “wishing you all proaperity,
. aXours sincerely,
' Gzorox."”
Thie noln he carefully ‘inclosed in an
envelope and addressed to
“Maes Max 8r. Cras,
3 Piccadnlly Mansions, W;"

: nd.ll;o envelope he as carefully placed
She took a etep toward him, and hO'

in the loner breast-pocket of bis coat,
for mailing. Then he went out on the

'lnlllng.ud there waited for his wife’s

coming down.
“We must contrive to have that stupid
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- shall be as you like," he said.

little table nitered, it we can,” he said.

“Should we?” answered Lady Mary,
gally. ‘I don’t know. lowe itall my
happiness.”

He bent, as heoffered his arm, and
kiesed her upturned countenance. "It
“Every-
thing, hencsforth, shall be exactly as
you like, dear.”"—October Cosmopolitan.
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