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“The reason why t e mayor and part
of the council have opposed the A
streetwell and good water,developed on
Monday night at the city council meet-
ing. Mr. Thompson wants the control
of the city water himself. Therefore it
was not good poliey to let satisfactory
water into the mains. The house-
holders must be deluged with poison-
ous and corroding water until in des-
peration, and for hunger of good
water, they will sell their communal
birthright to the man who, more than
any one else. is responsible for the
election of such a man as the present
mayor, for the prominence of Bud
Lindsey in city polities, and for most
of the scandals which are giving the
city of Lineoln the reputation of those
cities of old which God had to burn
up. It were better for the city of
Lincoln to pay twice what it ispaying
now, for salt water, than to turn it
over to Mr. Thompson. Evervone who
knows anything about ¢ity politics is
aware that through the patronage of
the Gas and Eleetric company Mr,
Thompson wields an influence with
the council and mayor far greater
than considerations based on the best
interests of the city at large. If the
council sells the water franchise toa
private company they do so at the ex-
pense of their political future, even
if their individual finances be im-
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WATER GOMMISSIONER BYER'S REPORT.

In Mr. Byer's report of the water department, pub-
lished in the Journal of September 21, 1 find that the
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coal bill for the South street station for four years was
For the same period at the Rice well the

By the same report it appears that the
cost of repairs at the South street station for four vears

was 53,00635.31.

At the Kice well it was $2,079.64, or

$1,585.67 less for repairs at the Rice station than at

the South street station.

larger plant. According,

Notwithstanding the smaller

§27,333.42.
coal cost $19,049.93, or $8,283.49 less than at the South
street well.

‘o)

E consumption of coal at the Rice well the latter is the
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then, to Water Commis-

sioner Bver's report, the South station in the last four

vears has cost the city for
more than the Rice station.

proved by the grant, The small ex-
tortions which the Electrie Light and
(zas company  has practiced on the
eitizens for vears would be duplicated
in the Thompsaon Water company and
the citizens wou'd e without re-
course.  The may: r has by one excuse
and another kKept the salt water from
the South and F street wells pour-
ing into the eity mains, evidently
with this one puriv ¢ in view. Inthe
Antelope valley there is a deep vein
of water. as cold &= 1 meuntain spring
and as pure. The A street well has
tapped this vein, That it is abund-
ant the test showed., with all the
pumping the water in the well did
not fall a fraction of an inch. Tue
Covrier said then and it repeats it
now, the better the water in the A
street well, and the more abundant,
the less chance of its being allowed
toenter the city mains. The action
of the couneil in this matter is anx-
iously awaited by the people of Lin-
coln. Every last voter. outside of
those interested in the gas company,
is opposed to handing over this rem-
nant of communal funetions to the
friend of Mosher. Mayor Graham and
Bud Lindsey,
K

In Mr. Byer's repert of the water
department, publislied in the Journal
of September 21 1 tind that the coal
bill for the South =treet station for
four yvears was 2730142, For the
same period at the Riee well the ecoal
COST F1049.93, or 825349 less than
at the South streci well, By the same
report it appears that the cost of re-
pairs at the South street station for
four years was 266531, At the Rice
well it was 32,070.64, or 21,585.67 less
for repairs at the Rice station than at
the South street station. Notwith-
standing the smaller consumption of
coal at the Rice well, the latter is the
larger plant. According, then. to
Water Commissioner Byer's report,
the South street station in the last

coal and repairs $9,869.16
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four years has cost the city for coal
and repairs 8,580, 16 more than the
Rice station. The extra repairs are
fully accounted for by the effect of
salt water on iron pipes. Every house-
holder knows hy the sums he pays for
plumbing every vear. how the salt
water destroys, zine, iron and sieel.
Considering the corrading character
of the chemicals the South street
water holds in solution the bill for re-
pairs is moderate, But the reason
for the $8.2<3 40 excess of coal at the
South street station is unexplained.
There are some some very curious re-
lations between the water stations
and the coal dealers of the eity., For
instance, last winter after the coal
contracts were awarded. a rival dealer
blustered a good deal and suddenly

subsided. Now TaeE Covrier does.

not question his right to subside—
every American citizen is born with
that right and the mayor and par* of
the city council fervently wish that
Tue Covrier would exercise it
but that is another storyv, In pass-
ing, it is a evineidence that soon after
the eoal dealer in guestion decided to
keep still,. Mr. Thompson consented
that he be nominat«1 fora small of-
fice, which he newenjovs,  As soon as
the A street well tes hegan the grate-
ful coal dealer wrote an open letter to
the maydr, claiming tlat the test of
the A street well laud dried up the
water in his own well about a mile
away. When it is remembered hat
underground water fle ws a mile a vear
and that the coal dealer’s property is
about a mile from the A street well,
the absurdity of the claim is appar-
ent. If the coal dealers of the place
have combined with the chief conspir-
ator to prevent the eouncil fram eon-
necting the A street well with the
mains, it is just as well for the citi-
zens to know it. A company of womern
under the name of the City Tmprove-
ment association, has improved the
looks of the city very much. Would it
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not be a good plan for a number of
citizens Lo come Ltogether and appoint
acommitiee to look into the water
question, The council knows by ex-
perience that the salt valley vields
salt water. They know that the salt
witer iscosting the ey {housands of
dollars in pipe. pump and engine re-
pair, yet they refuse for first one rea-
son atd then another to abandon the
siline deposit.  Citizensof all colors
and parties republicans, democrats,
demo-populists,  silver  republicans,
gold democrats and populists want the
salt water shut off from the mains
and the majority think the eity should
retain contral of the water works even
il the council has never shown  itself
equal to the task of providing good
and cheap water for the city, One
man will not last  forever. The evil
days will come when the grass
hopper isa burden,but a municipality
does not grow old. If it does not forge
chains which nor youth nor strength
can break, it will develop and the
communial sense will deepen in time
until the mayor and eity eouneil will
be a dignitied hady  of the best busi-
ness e,
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Although Tue Covrier has not re-
ceived the program of the meeting
next week at Beatrice of the Nebraska
Federation of Women's clubs, it ae-
cepts the assuranee of those who have
assisted to prepare it that it - is
of unusual interest to women. One
session will be given up to the diseus-
sion of topies interesting  to mothers,
On that day Mrs. Maria Cowen of
York. will review the mothers’ Nie
tional Congress which met last Febru-
ary in Washington., I, . Mrs, Hel-
ler of Omaha. will discuss Mothers
and hindergartens: Mrs. A. W. Field
of this eity, will discuss, Mothers and
Sehools, and Mrs. AL C. Ricketts, also
of this city, will discuss dhe subjeet
of “The Responsibility of Mothers,™
This session has been in charge of
Mrs. Rickett= who has arranged and
prepared it under the foregoing heads,
After the principal speakers have pre-
sented their thoughts to the feder-
ation. the discussion will be thrown
open toall those who wish to speak
concerning the best way to raise up a
child. It is hoped that the women
from all over the state will take part
in the discussion. Al delegates will
be entertained.  Visitors from other
clubs can be entertained at the hotels
at reduced rates, The breezy, bright
women who will speak at  this meet_
ing will stimulate every woman who
hears them to inereased and more sus-
tained effort in the coming season.
Mrs. Maurice Deutseh (born Sehwab,
as the president of the Woman's club
of Beatrice, will deliver the address
of welcome,
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