A CH RISI‘M AS TRAGEDY

BIT NOT TOO TiRAGIC,

It was Chris‘mus morainz anl. with
the usual perver ity of fate, it was rain-
ing stea lily and n uselesely.
and cros:iigs ware running with water
an ithe fow wayfarorsin sight, warmly
wrappxl ia raincoats and ulstirs, were
hurcying along with int *nt only upon re-
gainnz warm'h and sheltr. From a
window of & suity ovarlooking Herald
squire a m |» of glistningz roo’s and
steeples s'rot :helaway uoder alealen
sky.

Outsile ull was cheerless; withio, the
room was warmth and eymfor., The
opmn grat: was ab'azy with erackling
logrs and the ¢ Wppar ka't'e oy the break
fast table re'ls=telits glow A yoany
man lay oa the coach, bis face half hid
by a1 0pen lett s and his slippered feet
had to the blazs. Abwa him blu»
sike clonds melted away in the drap-
eries,  On the table at hand, dispulting
it: posze:sion with the broakfast cqaip
aze lay a npumber of op2oned packages
displaying their contents ty thy gaze of
the solitary eccupant of the apartment
I zens of presents were many

and probably from female donors
mikiog up for their lack eof po:sible
utility by their elegince and value. Over
them all lay a number of ecards and
notes, and an op>n prn knife saggest=d
that the ¢cxnemoay of cutting the strings
had but recent'y taken place.

Turninz his eyes to the lelitar in his
his hani the recipient of the gifts re-
read the few sheers, punctuatiog each
line with a emi'e. Then streiching laz-
ily, he arose aad crossed to the window
and surveyed the dumml prospect,

“A mouchoir ¢as2, eh?’ bhe said aloud,
“I've got a doz n already, but this one
from Nell will be th: best of them all.
I'li throw the rest away —except that
one from Maude —and Etael's that's too
pretty. Dear Nell! Made it gll herself,
with those deer little hands of he s!
Shasa brick! Aot whata jol'y, sweet
letter.” pressing to hislipa the perfumed
sheets. “l wonder why it _asn't ar-
rived; delayed probably: neorrible rush
at the express office, I suppose. ['ll put
it on the table when it comes for Jack
Ticue he was here, by the way.
Usel to know her him-
sell. Ididthink fo- a time that he
used 1o be sweet on her, but Nell eays
1'm: the very first one: and 1've no eartk-
Iy reason for doullicg her, Well, Jack
will Lring me news of her and of the
rest of the foliks up in the co'd country.
Perbaps she wiil eend it by hiw; but no,
she doeso’t know he iscomicg. Well”

Turaing to the fire, Le threw away h's
dead cirar. anl takinz up a pip2, pro-
ceeded to till it from a jaron the maatel.
At that moment there was a koozt on
the door, and, without waiting for the
cheery “come 1n!” that followed, the
door opened and a figure in mackintesh
and soft bat, with a buundle aed a arip-
ping umbrella under its arm. entered.
The host diopped his ball-filled pipe cn

there,

1o gee.
D:ar o!d Juc'd!

the mant-l, and advancad with cut
street shed hund.

cJack. ol  man!™ be cried, ~Well, 1
am glad to see you! Tuk: off your

Oh, throw them
respon el
BN, be-

thinge: sit dowa here.
anywhere!” "Ths rewcomer
cordially to the greeting, and
fore tha tice, with pipes ligh ed and de
canter at elbow, the two (riends wore

absorbad in ejeculatory questions, an-
swers and laughter. Presently Jack,
with a etirt, jump:d from his chair,

and, going t» tre couch, picked vp the
bundle which he bad brought.

“] beg your pardon, Will; here's a
package which the expressman brought

just as | arrived, aud as | was on 1wy
way up, I cffered 1o deliver it. Sorry [
forgot it; nothirg important, | hope?

Preobably avother offaring to the shrine
of Apple" with a laugh anda nod tc-
waird the well-tilled table,
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The host seizad the package eagerly !
with a muttered response to his friend’s
apolozy, and cutling the cocds laid bare
a haadsome mouchoir case. It way as !
be thought —from her! A card lay on
twp: “To dearest Will, with love and !
best wishes fiom Nellie. Christmas, |
95" He gazed a full micule in silent |
adoration, and, had it not been for the l
other’s presence, woullhave pressed a|
kiss on the dainty silken ribbons. Pres- |
ently ke brought it to the fire place for
his friend’s inspestion. |

“That is handsome! " Jack exclaimed
“And, by Jove, it's the exael image of
one 1 have, or rather, used to have. May
I ask who s=nt it? No secrete, you knuw,
old man.” He held the case to his face. |
inhaling the dalicate sog -estios 0 wood
violet : that arose frow 1is folds.

Ialf annoyad at thr prepestercus idea
of there being csnywhere in the wide
world a mouckoir case approaching in
any detzil to his lady’s gift, th* proud

owner srswered rather shortly: “You
know hor, of course, Miss Milton.” The
other buried his face desper in the |

“Mis= Milton? Not the |
I suppes:?" “Cer‘ainly,”
was the answer, “why pet?” “Nathirg;
nothiog, of course.” Jack vielded the
treasure and etroiled over tothe winlow
With a sudden pang of jealousy Wil laid |
the czse on the table, As he did fo a|
tiny card met his eye It was half hid-
den among tte multitude of ribbons and |
juces which had become disarranged
e unpinned it and read the few wor is
it bere. There was a look of bewiller
ment on his face, which turned gquickly

to anguizh ss his gaz», reaming about .

silken thing
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| Extra~te, Powders, Hair Tonics, Soap, Hairpine, real Shell

i |

Do you know whero

PALACE BEAUTIFUL

Is? Well, itis the place to get a

SHAMPOO
or your

HAIR SINGED AND TREATED.

AGOODS

This eradicates dandruff an:d will maks your hair SOFT and GLOSSY. It ia
the plice to got a good MASSAGE t) kiep your skin soft and white. Also BODY
MASSAGE and VAPOUR BATHS to build you up and clear you skin this 1ime
time of the year. MANICURE and MASSAGE for the hande, to shap» the nails
and make the hand soft and white. Tohe FAUE BLEACHED, FRECKLES and
PIMPLES remove |, leaving the skin clear, soft and white. The hair dressed and
veautitied or powdered for parties,

The best line of Switches, Cur's and Bangs, Toil-t Watere, Perfumes, Triple
troaments, Combe,

«t:. Wigs, Switches, Curls or anytaing of the kind made to order.

Near Lansing Theatre. 121 so 13th St.

LINCOLN ONCE SAID

*“God must love the plain people,
He made so many of them.” .

The Typewriter we make is intended for “The Plain
People,” Those who do not care to pay

SO Fora Name

Our Machine does the 881 OO kind of Work.

20.

and

|the Priceis only

the room fell o3 Jack, who etoed idly &1 |Send for Catalogue andsample of Work

the window drummiog lignty with h,,
tinzers on the misty pane. He dropped |
into a chair be'ore the fire. All was

restless Lit-tat on
and the cheerful |
crackling of the legs. The card huttercd
to the floor unheeled. There it lay,face
up, and the dozen words it bore
out disticct in tl e meilloy | ght
flames. This was the message:
“To dear Ja k, with love and
wishes, from Nellie. Christmas, ™.

very still, save for 1he
the wincox fpane
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Twelve Reasons Why

The St Louis Republie gives a dezen
good reesms why newspaper reedors |
should real this paper. Here they are

1. Toe R-publicis the greatest news.
paper pullizhed.

2. It has a cable news service over the |
entire civiliz:d world which no other St
Louis paper can secure.

3. Special enrespendents in all the
arge cities and cajy itals of Europe.

4. News Bureau in New York city |
and Washiogton, D, C.

5. Specisl correspondents in r\pr) city |
an I town in the Weetarn United States

6. Memberof tha Associat:d Press
the greatest cews gatherer in the worla

7. Publishes daily the market r. ports
of the world.

%, Issues a magnificent ¢rlored maga- ‘
zire cover with Sunday paper.

9. More notad writers and arlists con- |
tribute to The Republic than any other
paper.

1. Issues unequaled four pagze
comic weskly with each Sunday paper
free,

11. Publishes pages of
value to womankind.

12, Its 10 cent Dre:s Pattern Depart
ment is the most popular feature ever
introduzed by a newspaper. Thousinds
patroniz= it.

dan

intere-t and

The daily and Sunday St. Louis Re
public is 86 a year, 283 for eix months
and 150 for three monthe. The Twica
a Wees Republic is 81 a  year 104

paperse. two each week

Every advertising rule decends for its
success upon the fitness and common sense
with which it is applied. General principles
are like one of Capum Cuttle’s observations,

lhcofhearmg of which lays in the applica-
tion of it.”

ODEbl TYPEWRITER GO

BIN.38307F Deaarborn Street, Chiongo 111,

We defy the Experts|

We have demonstrated. expert. admit. and every oue is B
convinced that Genuine W hite Topas canbot be detected from
real dimmonds. White Topaz v the stone you have resd so
mnchabout. Theone that hus fooled tuc pawnbrokers. Plaee
them side by side with genuine diamonds ana no one can tell
the difference. We have sold thousands of these stones at
from one to ten dollars, bat iu order toint rod> oo e nnick -
lyuwpllulo Ilnd uu! lhr udweu-i-g miedinm bes! subted
toour b

We will send you a beautifal, brll[hnt
genuine White Topaz,whieheun be mount-
el in a ring, searf or necktico pin, stud, entf
buttons, locket or palr enrrings, ke any
articke in this border on recelpd of

These stones are exactly the same as
those we have advertised at one dollar.

This Ofier for a Few Days Only

Cut out this advertisement and send it
Lo s together with 2c. in codn or stamps apd we wjll semd vyou a
White Topaz by return mail: @ stone that yous can be sty prosd of
] one :u.u pasitively cannot be detected from a real diamond. In
ordering, e sure and state whether small, mesdinm or large stone s
desiredd. 49 GROER FILLED URLESS ACCOMPARILD BY TRIS ADVIATISEMENT.

GENUINE WHITE TOPAZ

bears no relation to other so-called imitation diamonds po matter

under wiat pame they are advertised.  They are the handest of semi-
precious stones, impos:ible to deteet from real diamonds amed war-
ranted to retain their brillianey. Al others pale to lnsignid

W Ir-'n compared with Wiite Tnpv

DIAMOXDS DLPLICATLD ¥ |
b WEITE TOPAL. ¢

Royalty ac! tle four hundred §
whea own l‘r'rl ratedd Al custly ¢
diameonds se? o cock laces tiara . ¢
Phrccrhes. Bracclets and gindbes, 1
Phown tliem in btarylar | fos ) vae it
pwhile they weas Lo pul el rewl‘
pedug licates in White T and )
pno rne ever defects b o diflerence

We warmant each antlf'rrv
Topaz to retain its brilliancy .n-!' 1
the mountings to give perfectd
athfactinn. §

e will give you Gwe Thessand
Pallars ¥ yo0 can show that we

nave gver refases to replace a
White Topaz that was retarnedd
& gn=atisfactory. [

WHITE TEPAL ARE GO0 ENODGH FOR REVALTY; ARE THEY 0007 ENGUG!! l’llm'i

ora Lrerme.. Don’t Miss It

Send us Twenty-five Cents In eoin o stanps and you will
he delighted with the White Topaz that you receive.

MONEY REFUNDED IF COODS ARE NOT EATISFACTORY.

THE DIAMOND I'II.AGE,




