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The Chicao,
Rock Island
‘& Pacific Ry.

Gives you the choice of Two Routes, ove
via COLORADO and the SCENIC
LINE; and the other via our TEXAS
LINE and the SOUTHERN PACIFIC.

Our Texas live is much quicker than
any other line through to

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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PERSONALLY _ CONDUCTED _ FXCURSIONS

The FPhilllipss
Rook Islsasnncd Exouanrs
slons

Are the most popular, and carry the
largest business of any other California
Route. This signities that you get the
best attention and receive the best ser-
vice.

The lowest rate tickets to California
are available on these excursione.

Don’t start on a trip to Califoruis un.
til you get our Tourist Folder, contain-
ing map showing routes and all in®orma.
tion. For rates and reservations appl
to and agent of the C. R. L. & P. Ry.,0
address

JOIIN SEBASTIAN,

Geueral Passenger Agent,
41 Chicago 111

Is the BEST to reach the
NEW GOLD FIELDS inthe

S BLACK HILLS. =8

Call at office for valuable
information.
A. S. FiIELDING,
City Ticket Agt,.
117 So. 10th St., Lincoln, Neb.
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Our spring styles of
shoes and Oxfords are in,
black and all shades of
colors, We want your
trade and will give vou
the best goods for your
money.

WEBSTER & ROGERS, 1043 0 STREET.
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D. G. VAN DUYN,
—4 CONNISSION RERCHAN 3
$R6Visions, BORBSS
2 10§ BROWNEL BLOCK, PONE 65

Correspondent—F. GG. Logan.
Member Chicago Board of Trade and
New York Stock Exchange.

Under now masagemens

MERCHANTS' HOTEL
: OMAHA, NEBR.
PAXTON, BULETT & DAVENPORT,
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THE COURIER.

" THE PROPHEY

I am not a prophet nor the son of a
prophet, but in these days one need be
neither In order to prophecy. All that
is necessary s a correct equation of
scientifie facts and due care in the sub-
stitution of values, and the future ap-
pears as inevitably as if the equation
| were in truth algebraic. 80 it happens
ithat nowadays we laugh the long-
haired, wild-eyed sons of the wilder-
ness, who go about in our midst ery-
Ing “Woe, Woe!” back into their native
Kansas deserts. We know all about
the “woe” ourselves, and we haven't
had to become barbarians In order to
find It out elther.

1 There Is one of these scirntifie equa-
tions who<e working out is to speculat-
| lve folk—with whom I must acknowl-
|edg9 fellowship—as fascinating as the
squaring of the circle I8 held to be
among mathemat clars. I allude to the
Etl‘l ory of Evolution, as applied to the
| human family—to what might perhaps
be termed the problem of life, It is
not with evolution as a theory of the
genesis of the race that I am interest-
|ed. The nature of the events which in-
| duced some meditative anthropoid to
discard his tail and set a new fash on
that ended in revolutionizing society or
the exact time at which the forerun-
ners of our forefathers literally de-
scended from their ancestral tree and
| took squatter's cla’'m on some primitive
quarter section, are matters of small
moment to me. They may interest

Darw.niins and others addicted to an-

tiquarian research; for myseif, I am
| not yet an antiquarin. What evolution
has done is interesting in its way—an
everyvday sort of interest: but what kit
Is going to do—that is the gquestion.

There are thres facts of sci nee, three
main terms n the equation which leads
to a solution of this problem. The
first of these is the gradual dying of
the sun’s heat, Whether that heat Is
du= to combustion of the sun’s elements
or to contraction of its mass or to both
combined, matters little. The fact re-
mains that it is lessening century by
century and must eventually die out
entirely. The second term In our sc.-
entific problem Is what is known as

the Malth n theory—that the grad-
ual increa; & of the human race must
‘eventually haust the life-sustaining

resources of Mother BEarth. Our last
term is somewhat I*ss obvious than the
preceding, yet the student of human
progress must be forced to concede it
| It is the doctrine of the final unity of
the race. Intercommunicat on b tween
' all the branches of the human family
 is already beginning to frame the uni-
versal civilization. Common eciviliza-
tion means similar environment the
world over, and this must shape sm-
flar devilopment. The tendeney of govV-
ernment Is toward some form which
shall as nearly as possible place all
men under equal conditions. What
government fails to accomplish inven-
tion will achieve. Absolute homogenel-
ty must be the final outcome the world
over. Men will in truth be cosmopoli-
tan—cit zens of the world,

Taking these terms together, I see but
one natural solution, and on #t base my
prophecy—not at all, let it be under-
stood, after the manner of the Kansas
prophets,

Ages will have passed away. Man has
reached a state of perfection never
dreamed of by his primitive nineteenth
century anc:stors. Distinctions of
race, of individual even, have largely
d sappeared. But mankind has stead.ly
increased in numbers until he fills ev-
ery corner of the globe. The produect-
iveness of the earth has been increased
a hundred, a thousand fold. Long since
the light and heat given forth by the
sun would have failed to sustain life,

" but man has been equal to the occasjon,

Artificial light and heat of most sub-
tle sorts have taken Its place., Vast
veglons beneath the earth’'s surface
have been made to yield the r share of
life-sustaining products, Blossoming
I=lands cover the surface of the sea.
Mountain ranges are leveled with the
plains that they may not obstruct ag-
riculture, The lcy rigions of the north
and south are as prolific as the troples,
for human Ingenuity has vaporized
their congealed mo =ture and it is held
in great clouds in the alr ready to be
blown to any desired point by arctificial
air-currents, thire to descend as rain,
Man has invaded, too, the kingdom of
the air. There are his cities, for he
must utilize each precous inch of
earth for grain. Even in the atmos-
phere are floated gardens which give
a portion to his support.

Still the race Increasesg, slowly, stead-
fly. But human invention is exhaust-
ed. The producing capacity of the
earth Is taxed to s utmost, to more
than it can sustain. And as the years
pass it bogins to fail

Finally the food supply for each Is
limited to fixed rations. Stead ly there
is an increase of consumers; steadily a
decrease in allowance. But animals
cannot fully develop without sufficlen-
cy of food. S0 in thise days—with the
gradual decrease of food supply come
a corresponding decrease of physieal vi-
tality and mental power, At last mental
retrogression reaches a «tage in which
it Is Impossible for the degenerate off-
spring of the noble race of former days
to malintain s conquests, Dominlon
is lost over the air. The ice again oc-
cupies its old place at the poles and
encroaches ever farther and farther to-
ward the tropics, slaying the millions
In its path with its deadly chill. Appa-
ratus for light and heat In underground
regions becomes deranged never to be
repaired by the starving wretches who
perish by thousands in those gloomy
depths. Th= ocean waves, released,
dash to pieces ther island load. Only
along the equator is a narrow strip
where a few poor creatures survive on
the scanty vegetation that is sustained
by the little heat given forth from the
dying sun. Poor old dame nature, ever
kindly, @oes her best to clothe these her
last children, with the warm coat which
they have no skill to provide for them-
selves. The tropical zone has an al-
most arctic ¢l mate and arctic vegeta-
tion, as we know, Is stunted and cling-
ing close to earth. Habitually in a
bending posture to procure this scanty
food, thess last representatives of our
race become unable to stand erect.
Continual hunger and search for fool
produces a reassertion of purely ani-
mal characteristics. The skull changes,
the forehiad lower'ng and receding, the

Jaws protruding more and more. And
80, finally, representng the topmost

round, the perfected product of evolu-
tion gxists a dying race having all the
characteristics of apes, but with the
pedigree of man,

- . - - - - - -

Under the lea of a great rock, near
the head of the Persian Gulf, burns a
little flickering fire, the last spark of
human int-lligence. Crouching around
it, pressing close to each other for
warmth, are five emaciated, sh vering
little creatures—earth’'s last inhabit-
ants. Are they human? Fur-covered,
bestlal skulls, thoir very attitude de-
noting only the animal, they look far
more like apes. Yet in the eve there
is a gleam of intelligence. And see! ons
seeks with his own body to protect his
neighbor from the cold. Surely that
denotes affect on and self-sacrifice. And
then there is the fire. Did any but
man ever kindle a fire?

It is midday. And yon great glowing
coal is the sun'—a dull red light like
that from a dying ember. no percepti-

ble heat. Yet such it may be for cen-
turies.

Low on the horizon Is a bank of dark,
gray clouds., Fleecy fragments break
off and are carried swirtly by the lcy
w.nd across the sky, The snow fakes
begin falling—at first a few are blow.a
past, then they come thickly, swiftly.
The light of the sun grows indistinct,
A moment later it i= shut out altogeth-
er to shine no more on living creature,
A flierce ley gust sweeps around the
rock, the little flame I8 extinguished.
A few moments the last representat ves
of animal life shiver and chatter. Then
they are silenced forever,

The elements are wildly astir. Cha-
otie confusion reigns. Shricking, curs-

Jng, mocking the ghosts of dead in-

telligences chase each other—hurl cach
other through their vast tomb, n.

Again all s slent. And the earth
sweeps swiftly onward —onward, to be,
perhaps, some time swallowed up In
one= of the giant fireballs lying through
tpace,
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UNION

Actual time traveling.
31 hours to Salt Lake.
61 hours to San Franocisco.
68 hours to Portland .
77 hours to Los Angeles.

—FROM—

LINGOLN, NEB

City office, 1044 O stfreet.
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Advertislng.

Whata lot of free ad-
vertising the Burlington
must 1eceive if it is true,

a8 ople siy that
“a p.?e::dp‘p?-em in &

railroad’s best advertise-
ment!"™

To all points east, west,
north and s)uth, the Bur-

lington has well equipped
and unparaslleled service.

George W. Bonmnnell,
C.F.de T A
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‘Oom. and See Us
O. Townszy F.D. C
G.P&T. D'. C.P?:"l?‘.
& Louis, Ma 12m

WANTED ¥t
T @ want one
or two men in
sach county to take orders for Nursery
gtock, and are willing to pay well for
sood work. We agree to REPLACE

FREE anything that dies from nat.ral
causes.
We also have a choice lins of SEED
POTATOLS. Give us a trial.
THE HAWKS NURSERY COMPANY
Milwaukee, Wis.



