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; OBSERVATIONS. ‘sz

Wten Auditcr Eugene Moore was
nominated the pecple of the state feit
that he was an bonest, coneervative man;
thatif e'ected he would perform his
dut'es with abeclute fidelity to his trust.
His Ceflection has made pessim’sts and
infidels of men who have rever quee-
tiored tke iofsllibili:y of 1epublican
ncminees. There were a few men whose
devotion !o the jarly was touching,
jceomuch ss the party had never dore
sanythirg for them. But echois locking
for tho:e men row. FEugene Mcore
kas blighted a childlite ard mediaeval
faith. “Eetter for a millstcne," e’c. He
hes injured the republican purty in
direct jroportion to the cowfidence men
had in bim, more's the pity. The state
of Mr. Eartley’s accuurts was more or
Jues expected. The state treasurer dur-
ing several ferms bss lad e0 wuch less
ol the people’s money to tuin over to tLe
pew treasurer th:n he thould bave bad
that the people have acquired a habit of
bracir g themeelves tu Lere 1he treasur-
ersieport. Thesizecf 1Le jrecent de
fcit was unexpected, although we were
prepared for a facer. 1he binksin tLe
state bave failed by Cozens and no treas-
urer, under the s)stem in use here,
cculd bave prevented all loes. In equity
Mr. Baitley theuld not be held reeporsi-
ble fcr tLe money which he plated in
designated depositories which failed be-
caute of falling prices and a gold stard-
aid impoemble to maintaie. Eut for
these sume wbich friendship or eelf-
interest induced him to piace in umec-
oguized banks which lave failed duriog
his term of ¢ fice he is perscnally acd in
an «special sence resporsible. Mr. Bait-
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ley never posed as a man of unimpeach-
able, superpatural infegrity. The per-
quisites of the office, which were his by
usage if cot by law, every bady expected
him to absorb. In this resgect ro one
was disappointed. Thke tieasurer en-
jeyed bis priviliges and he way yet be
able to ¢how that he did ©vo more than
usage authorized. 1f so it will not be
difficult fcr him to get back to the level
which ke occupicd before his tarm ex-
pired. As I gaid before, Le never pie-
tended to an exalted place.

The legal proceedings wh'ch involve
the artest and perhape the incarceration
of the officials a:e most painful and
create a sympathy for them and their
families which terds to obscure justice.
They eeem to have betrayed the trust of
a great paty. They will bhave a trial
which should be impartial. Their
acquittsl de pecds on the intricacies of a
law which the taxpayers do not pretend
to unders'and as well as upon the appli-
cation of exact justice. Yet if the evi-
dence shows that the men are victims of
circumstaz ces tke people will compre-
hend that in epite of their lack of tech-
pical knowledge. Whatever the out-
come, the accused have no lorger ary
political influence, but experience
teaches that if acquitted they can return
to the environment they left, to assums
publie office and receive sbout the same
cocsideration fiom their associstes as

before.
™

Mr. Howells his a pew serial story in
the current number of Scribner's. The
Story of a Plsy™ tells of a young author,
or rather of a joung newspapir man,
who is a step (in the opinion of Richard
Hardieg Davie a flight) below “an
author.” The joung man is writing a
play for an actor who is a few miles
away in the serics of watering places on
the north Atlintic ccast. The actor
ccmes over every cay ‘B a bic)e'esuit, a
golfing suit, aridirg or a yatd hing suit
(he pever does any «f 1hese things, but
he liker to lcok as if he did) to see how
the play is getticg «n acd to urge the
authcr to make the part of the hero as
“fat” as pcesible. Weil, the author has
just msnied a wife and sl e is tl e reascn
of these few remsrke. Slte adores her
busbend acd she warte to al sorb him.
He las talint and is devoled to his
work. Sle is a cmmonplace, con-
scienticus bueybody, who thinks her
place is to inepire ¢ nd direct so kng as
ehe cabnct create heiself. The sctor
bas ideas too, and he do¢s not worship
ber hueband, but argues with h'm about
charges in the p'ay, etc. The wife
resents 1his and t«lls her husband that
she does Lot projose to bave his genius
digraded by receiving suggesticns from
the stage represented by the actor, who
says he is goiog 1o do for the play what
Jefferson did for “Rip Van Wit kle.”
Her exclusion from the author's and
actor’s field of thought and diecuesion is
ateclute and detesmed by her own I'm-

itations, bnt like all—all but a few—of
Howell's women, she is bossy and fretful
and insists on pulting in her car every
day., Her «car is inconsequent,
inadequate and irritatng  and
sfols an o'herwise in'ercsting etory.
Mr. Howells thould come west whete
oely an occasional woman bags her
friends and family to desperatior. The
woman who lives her own life and is
willing that masculit e examples should
attend to their own business is not an
exception in the weet. They are att=nd-
ir g to the tkeory and practice of raisiog
childien, keeping bouse, and whiles im-
proving their minds. They keow what
they are about and they let their hus-
bands know that they know it. The
huebands bave learred their place and
the result is a quiet life and a clean
hearth. Mr. Howells' introspective,
fus-y, exacling womsn has ma’eh’s
stori¢s ard p'ays vexatious reading for a
long, time but this last individuval of an
alieady sufficiently portrayed type calls
for a protest. His men are more whole-
some, though they too do not know
exactly where to draw the l'ne between
their business and sno her man's,
L ]

The Lexow commiitee which has been
investigating trusts has succeeded in ex-
tractir ga tew facts from uowilling multi-
millicnaire witne:ses which coofirm the
euspicions of an oppressed pe ple. After
a certain point is passed cap tal has no
iufluence upon the representatives of a
people. In this case concession to the
trueta means a'andonment of their
po'itical ab titiors. Although he retun
to privats life with a forture, a po itician
loves place snd power more than mooey
and in the long run his vote expresses
the wiches of 1he laig st number of his
constituents rather than the coersive
influecce of tke agents of concentrated
capital by which he is surrounced. The
goor have the vctes acd in this fact lies
all tkeir boge of equal just'ce. M ney
is tte obvious jalpalle infleence at
Washington, but glace is the gift of the
people, though members of the million-
aires’ club in Washingtoa are apt to for-
get it because the people stand afar off.
The New York Jourral bas oblained
some opinions fiom politicians of differ-
erent parties which are worth quoting

from:
ArcHiscs, Kan., Feb. 26,
Edi‘or New York Jourral:

The exaspeiati- n iost trusts and
monopolies does not arise from  hostility
to capitsl, batred of wealth or envy of
succeases, but from the belief that the
inevitable ¢ffect of these combinations,
Ry, Sk s Sl o Rl
competition, impair igoity abor,
destioy 1the independence and eell-
respect of the laborer and make liberty
the heritage of the few instiad of the
many, for liberty and pauperism are not
compatible,

Tre truets must go. It is written.
They wiil not depart volunllnlf.h' They

:‘i.l.lnrotut at ex mor. v will
upcn the er their going.

They will denounce all inqu a8
iniquitoue, inquisitorial and ll:l'l:’d by

5::".“ maligoity. But thia will ot
eive the . They want the
truth. Tkeobject of Lexow commiltes s
is to disclo e the existence and the
methods of 1he conspiracies to limit pro-
duetion, coctrol prices, de wages
and sirungle competition. Public opin-
ion will do the rest.

The problem is not insolvable: th»
power of the people to suppress injuiio s
trus's and monopolies 8 ample already.
The s'ates can outlaw them as public
enemies, and through the conr's. forfeit
the r powers, ancul their franc hises and
deslare tham against public polhiey acd
void, io accordance with the precedegts
of many centuries,

But the nat on can wield a mightier
weapon 8'ill. Wkten the supremec i t
declared in the state bank cases that the
power of congress to lax was the power
10 destroy, it dJdelegated a formi ‘able
weapon to discontect, and plac:d in
every bondaman’s hands the meavs 1o
cancel his captivity.

Jous J. Iscavrs,
Ex-Unit d Stat s Senator from Kansas,

Wasaixurox, Feb, 268,
Editor Nex York Journal:

1 woild make a non-partisan commis-
gion composed of oqe lawyer who his
had large dealings with corporatiocs snd
whose integrity is uaquesivned, one
m=rcantile ness man and or e honest
banker. There should be added oce
legi lator of wide experisnce in stats and
n-tional affairs, This commission
should be ths crature o statute,
clothed with amole gowers t)collect
evidence aod punish refusal to testifv,
ont he livgesof the statute g werning wit-
nesses before commit ees of the Uaitad
States senate, which has bean upheid
by the highest court in the land.

» To start with, a state commission is
e”erat le. and the first should be a New

ork commission, sin. e that seema fo l e
the br. d'"‘.ﬂ'&“ of all trusta. Such a
commission Id bhave ample tire for
investigation. The legislature coull
then, from the information so obtained,
pass such lawe 28 would forever kill tt e
evils shown. Such a commission in
every et1'e woun'!d be in the iul-rests of
the pesple. The result would te that
the people would see to it that such
laws were passed as wou Id rectify all tke
w

It congress should see it to order an
invest gation, I think the presid: nt of
the United States coull be direct d t)
telect such men as | have described,
and thus there ¢ uld be 3 non partisan
national commission, and the resut
would be beyond dispute.
WitLiam V. Areey,

United States Senator from Nebraska.

All men are not created free and equal.
Because braine, money, character and
position de-termine tle amouat of f ee-
drm which each individual enjoys. But
laws which increace natal disabil ties
mstead of moderatiog them are upjust
and for that reason temporary. Coc-
gress has been greatly su to fin 1
that the dircoatent, whi has been
called “mere newspaper tak,” is unpi-
versal and that the reasons for it are
economically sound.

The chunge which combinations of
capi'al have effected in the character
and conditions of trade has destroyed,
or is in prceess of destroying, the sma |
tradesman. In the days of feudalism
the over lord owned ail the land and
there were no small farmers. Only one



