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We would walk down thestreet a little
farther and abdther frisnd (generally of
the family) would stop us.

“So you'rs goin’ to the mountsins?”

"IMW-_

“Got a job out there?”

“Nothing in particular.”

“Just goin’ for fun?”

“Yea."

“Gracious, how can you afford it these
times? ‘Pears to me you'd be stayin'
bome helpin your father in the store,
‘stead of trapsin’ out there.”

Will and Jim stood it until Thureday
and then in desperation left me to suffer
alope. Will went to Lincoln and Jim to
Crete. Where ‘hey said they would
visit until I came along. I had to re-
main at howe for the pasres.

Saturday came, and Sunday and Mon-
day, and still no pasees. Then 1 wrote
to my railroad friend about it.

1 was otill harassed by friencly ques-
tioners. But now it was a different talk
I had to manufacture.

" “Why, Mart, you hu_'o?"tluymld
say. “Thought you were in Denver.
Haven't seen Jim and Will around.
Ain’t you gaing?”

“Oh, yee,” 1 would reply, convincirgly,
“only, you see, I've got some collections
to make and this little trip gives mea
ebance to gather them in. Will's at
Lincoln and Jim's at Orete. They're
waiting for me to come along and then
we'll make time.” '

It was not exactly a lie and it satisfied
their curioeity for a time.

In a day or two I received letters from
the fellows asking what was detaining
me. Itold them to keep cool as I would
bealongina dayortwo, And then I
begsn to stay around home more. I was
not anxious to meet my friende.

1 coulde't avoid them all, however,
capecially the old ladies of the neighbor-
bood, who slways did take a lively in- |
terest in me and my affairs. |

“Seems to me you'll never take that
trip,” they would say. “Are the boys
still waiting for yout”

“No,” [ would reply, smoothly, “they’ve
gooeon abead. You eee, I'm detained
by sowe business. So I told them togo
on and I'd join them in Denver.”

That was a little bigger and wrung my
cosscience somewhat. But I was get-
ting as hardened as & tax collector.

All this time I kept my younger
brother on the run to the He
happened to know what was the matter
and thought it his brotheriy duty to
clear things up for an inquisitive public.
It took what littie money I had collected
te keep him suppressed.

On Baturday, just a week later than
we bad intended to start, the suspense
ended. My brother brought me three
Jetters. Will wrote from Lincoln that if
1 didu't “get a curve on me" he'd have
to come bome dead broke. Jim saia be
was getting tired of waiting and if I aid
not show up by Sunday noon he wonld
set out alone.

The third letter was the paralizer. It
was from wmy friend in the employ of the
railroad company. He wrote that the
passes could mot be procured—that
“three brothers of his” was too big a
dodge to work on the unsuspectiog cor-

poration.

That night after dark I slipped overto
the telegraph office and wired the boys
aa follow:

“Pagses N. G. Take late train home,
Another plan.”

Then | went back fo the honse,
worked likea trooper and met the boys
at the train with s covered wagon and
outfit.

No, e did pot make the trip over-
Jand. We simply went ten miles up the

Platte snd forded to an island. There | S

we camped two weeks, fishing and swim

ming and studyiag up on Colorsdo.
At the end of the tine we drove the
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to a little town a few miles up the rail-
road and came in on the train early the

pext morning.
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Miss Aona Dick, modiste, has moved
bher rooms to 1318 O street.
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Sulpho=Saline

All Kinds of Baths—Scientific, Masseurs.

Sanitarium, Cor. IZth and M.
A Deep Sea Pool, 50x142 feet.

tesm home st night. Then we walked

Drs. EVERETT, Managing Physicians.
Go to

PERKINS & SWELDON

Fine Shoes, Pretty

S1i rs, EKtc.
1129 O Street =" L

Lincoln Neb
T. J Thorpe & Co.,

GENERAL BIOYOLE REPATRERS

in a branches.

Repairing done as Neat and Compiets as from the Factories st hard times priew
All kinds of Bicycle Sundries. 320 8. 1ITH ST.
Machinist and General Repair Work.  LINCOLM.
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