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~ The Sea Tragedy of the Wild Orang-Outangs

By CHARLES MAYER. I velled to the men to cast the
Hiwtration by Will Crawfard, second net and secure it to the trees

The orang-outangs, high up in the| The orangs kept up a constant bat-
tree, were huddled together, sWaying| gle, lashing and heaving under the
back and forth, Omar came with| ones that pressed them to  the
the message that the space  was|ground, Their arms and legs became
cleared for the tree to fall; 1 ordered 3
the net carried to position and sent| ynd they wasted their strength in

the two headmen to place the natives| weenching and squirming, while we |

at their posts, | fastened them down. The natives,
Dense clowds of smoke rolled u1‘|.-r.1r_v with excitement, pressed in,
from the smudges, enveloping the | qymbling over one anoti.
tree  completely and  hiding  thel  Our material had been put ta the
orang-outangs, who perched aloft| greqtest test and would hold the ani-
screaming and coughing. I could met|mals, 1 knew, for they could not
occasional glimpses of them, ds they aguin equal the struggle of the first
sat there, huggmg each other, few minutes. So, becavse 1 wanted
The big rattan nets were in place, | them to have room to become thor-
with the men holding them ready to| oughly tangled in the nets, 1 ordered
cast when the tree came down, Other
men, armed with sharp-pointed poles.|  Just then, while I was standing
stood behind, to pin the beasts down pear the nets, superintending  the
if the nets did not fall in the proper/work of making them fast, a huge
position, They were so excited that Yaw shot out and grabbed my ankle
spent several minutes i casually was jerked olf the ground and, as
walking about, talking with them and| I fell, my hands caught the limb of
calming them, Al trudged a few!a tree. 1 clung to it with all my
feet behind me, carrving my express strength, teeling my tingers weaken
ritle, and ship while the brute pulled. The
We cleared away the litter of tree| joints at my hip and knee pained me
trunks and creepers {rom the spot|tor an instant; then my leg became
where the big tree was to fall, s0 pumb. The men stoed terrtfied and
that there mght be nothing under- 1 could not vell at them: 1 felt my-
foor to intertere with rapid work; seli growing dizzy and 1 simply
then | gave the signal for the tom-! wondered why some one did not do
toms. The racket began again and something. Then Omar grabbed a
the crew of men detailed to cutting’ club and pounded the orang’s arm;
the tree ran through the smoke bar- the pulling stopped, and [ realized
vier, waving their parangs and shout- that 1 was being drageed away from
mg. | stood outside, near the net, the nets. For several minutes 1 was
watching the orangs and keeping the | 100 grogay to koow what was han-
men at their stanons. Omar was! pening, but the idea that the natives
with me, and Munshee was with the might kill the orang-outangs while
wen who were doing the chtting. | 1 was dizabled made me sit up. They
We could hear the big knives hack-| were standing there, looking first at
mg into the tree. me and then at the animals, wonder-
A messenger from Munshee came ing what to do. 1 told them 1 was
with the word that the tree was all nght and 1 began fee my
ready to drop. | gave a hasty glance leg. It was not broken. but it had
around me, told the men to be on| been so badly wrenched that 1 could
the alert and sent him back with in«| not stand on it
stroctions 1o let the tree mall  Onee While T sat on the ground directs
again through the din of tom-toms ing the work the men gathered the
and shouts we could hear chopping:| cotside mieshes of the nets and ran
the tree swayved for a moment. the a rope through them. Then, as the
orang-outangs screamed with terror other ropes were loosened, they
and the men with the nets crouched, polled the noose close, and the two
ready to’ spring. Slowly the tree brutes were in a sack. For the nrst
toppled andvume down, gathening time | had an opportunity to exam-
speed as it fell, exactly i the spotiine our catch. They Were the two
we had marked When it struck, the biggest orang-outangs ever captured
entire jungle seemed to be in up- in Dorneo
heaval Graduaily they exhausted
The orang-outangs ¥ | selves and gave up the
stopped their outery. As they hit They peered out through the meshes
the ground, they were paralysed smarling at the wen who came pear
with tright. A net went suling over | them and sometimes shooting out a
thems. ln an iostant they came o | long arm with the Angers opering
their senses and began Dighting With | and closing. The patives squarted

them-

abeuptly struggle.

long, black, powerful arms they adout i a circle, watching the ani-
lashed at the rattan; they leaped | mals and laughing

When the men had rested 1 had
them Daild two litters of boaghs—
ene for the dead man and the other

and struggled, biting the ropes amd |
tearing great gashes in thawr bodwes
Ther screamed and chattered fem-
ously. Oue of them reached 0ut and | for me.  Them we strung the net on
grabbed a mative by the throar | three lomg poley, to be carried by
whipping him through the air and | 12 men. and started back to the
breakimg his peck The native strack  willage.  Messengers went on ahead
the several vards away, bood o tell the people of pes ol

the kam

pounng frcm bis nose and moutd, | owr succesa | beaded the proces- uy kg was paining me usbearadly.  Just as soonm &s they were ou

a

entangled in the meshes ot the nets, |

the ropes slackened a a tritle. )

| nets,

-

sion; then came the orang-outangs
with mnatives dancing around them
and beating tom-toms; then the dead
man. It was necessary to stop often
to change crews that were carrying
the litters and the animals—they
weighed over 500 pounds—and the
entire population of Omar’s kam-
pong came out to meet us in the
jungle before we had covered half
the distance. My coolic boy, who
had remained at the wvillage, was
ahead of them all. He was one of
the fastest rickshaw men 1 have
ever seen, and his old training came
in handy that day, He wanted to
carry me in his arms back to the|
village, but 1 told him to run back|
and put some water on to boil i\‘t\
me.

4 left Omar and Munshee in|
charge of the orangs, and had my|
men hurry ahead with me, for my|
leg was paining me intensely and 1)
could feel the fever coming on. 1|
had many things to do beiore 1
could afford to be sick, and 1 did
not want to lose any time. Ft"‘l' one
thing, [ realized that it would be
impossible to get the animals into
separate cages and that it would be!
necessary to bwld a larger cage be-
3 take them from the

fore we ecould
It would be oo dangerous to
leave them in the nets overnight, for
they might chew their way out.
At the willage 1 found that my
boy had laid out my medicine kit
I soaked my leg in hot water and
massaged it; then we painted it with
wdine and bandaged 1t tightly. By
the time the procession arrived I
was ready to give Omar and Mun-
shee orders about the mew cage.
While the women prepared the
feast of chicken, rice and sugar-
cakes, the men went into the jungle
again and cut logs eight feet long
and from six to eight nches in
diameter. These they drove two feet
wrto the ground, placing them not
more than three inches apart, so as
to form a cage eight fect long and

three feet wide. Then they bound
them together ughtly with rattan

ropes and made and lashed down a
strong roof of logs. One end of the
cage was leit open for the amimals
o enter,

Propped up on my Biter, [ directed
the work; then | was carned while 1
made a caretul inspection ot it. When
the cage was ready, the orang-
outangs were bhrought up to the open
end, the pal
the slip-knot
loosened By using poles and
g at a respectiul distance,

out and
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1
WOTrs-

the men

forced into the cage the single net
containing the ammals; then thev

drove the end-bars imto the groumd
and lashed them Fmally, by work-
mg between the bars, they loosensd
the slp-koot of the net and leit the
crang-outangs free to untanglc
selves

By the time the job was fsizhed
1 was exhausted by the fever, and

theme

A huge paw shot out and grabbed my ankle. I wis jerked off the g:cund: and, as [ fell, my hands caught
the limb of a tree. The brute pulled I felt myself growing dizzy. . . Then Omar grabbed a ciub
and pounded the orang’s arm.

I thapked the men for their good
work i was camed Dack
Omar's ¢
in the @
shee and
negessary
river to
Erman
a1s tastest o B bl
\": 4 {1
was COmmE
thev nuzhe

untd the Was dcuve
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| Van Erman's house and was unable

| was and why I was there.

| &

conscious when we reached Sintang
Two days later I awoke in Dr,

for some time to realize where I,
The doe-
tor came in and talked with me for |
a few minutes, He said that [ would
be well in two wecks and that my
leg was not badly damaged. Then
I drifted off to sleep again.

The next day I felt stronger, and |
the doctor repeated some of the tales
the natives were telling about the
capture of the orang-outangs and'’
the death of the c¢rocodile. The
stories had improved with age, and!
so I told him what had actually hap-
pened.

“Mahommed Munshee has been
waiting here for you to get well”|
said the doctor. ™[ think he'd like |
to see you—ii you don't mind.”

Munshee came in, beaming with|us

delight. Taking my hand and press-
ing it to his forehead, he told me
that only one chosen by “God and!
Prophet” could recover from the
fever and the sickness caused hy
the paw of an orang-outang. All
{ the villagers, he said, had bheen

king otterings to the different dei-
ties for my recovery, and the peapls
would be happy to hear that Tuan

was well again. [ told him that 1
wonld return with him to Omar's
immpong within two weeks, and he
it. promising to come for me.
iv the ume Mahommed Munshee
for me I was quite ready to g
_-'-rrl 3

¥
I had scen enough of

o know that the j
| of animals, and I wanted to
as many as bie beiore
tarting back for Singapore. Mun-4
shee said that the orang-outanes
were in good health and that Omar's
men, workmmg with All, had made
! ires. Dr. Van Erman
cashed a draft f g0 that |
should have silver money to dis-
tribute to the natves who had helped
me, and [ started up the river, orom-
g to s20p on my way down so
that the doctor could see the an:-

poss:

any cap

for me,
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stancmng

sickness grips them just as it grips
human beings, and they become piti=
able objects, If they refuse to eat,
it is scarcely worth while to spend
time and money in transporting
them, for seasickness and the excite-
ment of traveling will kill them. I
had been lucky enough to find my
captives eating quietly and taking
life calmly.

Before beginning the work of cap-
turing other animals, I turned my
attention to preparing the trans-
portation cages. These were three
feet wide, three feet high and five
and a half feet long—just large
enough 4o hold the orangs, without
giving them any chance to wrench
at the hars. They sat clutching each
other while we placed the transpor-
tation cages at each end of the big
ccasionally they snarled at
I ue between the bars.
i with sharpened poles
back. Then, by poking
we zcparated them

h the center of

and

t prac-
e, talking
1. Gradual-
1ed to him,

2 friend, they did
know realize that he was

v annoy them. All
e headmen and my-
t away from the cages.
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