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The Bee's Platform

1. New Union Passenger Statien.

3. Continued improvement of the Ne-
braska Highways, including the pave-
ment of Main Thoroughfares leading
into Omaha with a Brick Surface.

3. A short, low-rate Waterway from the
Ceorn Belt to the Atlantic Ocean.

4. Home Rule Charter for Omaha, with
City Manager form of Government. "I

Right Road to Peace.

When the senate adopted the Knox resolu-
tion, declaring the state of war with Germany
no longer to exist, it gave effect to the verdict
rendered by the people last November. How-
ever strenuously and speciously advocates of the
Wilson plan may argue in support of its
provisions, the fact remains that it was rejected
by the “great and solemn referendum”. s
progenitor invoked. We believe the voters did
understand what it contained, and that they de-
liberately registered their disapproval. That
being the case, there was nothing left for the
senate to do but to proceed as it has, to revoke

the resolution declaring a state of war to exist,

and so to clear the way for the president tc take
up megotiations for peace. When the house hag,
a8 it probably will, passed:the resolution, then
Mr. Harding will have opportunity to act,

We have not abandoned our associates in the

“war. They made peace with Germany according

to the terms of the Versailles treaty. These, or
at least those which directly affect Europe, we
have accepted in both letter and spirit. We
have specifically objected to the terms of that
treaty as applied to Chinese territory and cer-
tain of the Pacific islands, so far as the award
of control to Japan is concerned.  President
Harding has made his attitude very clear on the
point. Secretary Hughes recently addressed to
Germany a note so plain that even their most ac-
complished diplomatic sophists can not distort
its meaning. The United States holds Germany
responsible for the war, and requires that that
country admit the fact. Tt also stands behind
the Allies in their demands for reparation. There-
fore, if the Allies conld, and did, negotiate a
separate peace, without waiting for the United
States, there is nothing in jeopardy because of
our proceeding to make pcace on terms accepta-
ble at home.

Under the new status our moral force will be
greatly strengthened, Now we will not approach
Germany as a foe, but as one desiring peace, and
so making more potently cffective the: teror of
the Hughes note. This will be understood by
the German leaders, and no doubt will facilitate
their composition with the Allies, An ultimatum
has been served on Berlin, and a few days will
decide the issue,

Finally, the passage oi the Knox resolution
does not signify that the senators are trying to
take out of the hands of the president his con-
stitutional power of negotiating treaties. T.hey
have merely cleared the way for Mr, Harding.
To quote from the Boston Transeript,

here is every disposition on the part of the
;reunt occupant of the White House to solicit
the advice and congent of the senate in the de-
velopment of foreign policy. The Harding
way is the better way and it is the constitu-
tional way of dealing with foreign affairs. In
pursuing it the president and the senate are
turning their backs upon autocracy in foreign
affairs, They have restored the representative
govermment set up by the constitution, and the
effect of that restoration will he felt through-
out the length and breadth of American affairs.
e N e TR

Cut the Freight Rates.

One settled conviction in connection with the
business situation in America loday is that the
cost of railway transportation is teo high. On
almost every commodity the tariff is such as
checks production, and so not only retards the
so-called liquidation of labor, but actually pre-
vents the accumulation of capital that is necded
to relieve the railroads. In this way the high
rates made possible by the order of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission have defeated the
end for which they were pérmitted. Farmers
have suffered more than any other class because
of the situation. They have been forced to sell
at a tremendous loss to themeelves. While such
of them as could have withheld their produce,
practically all of them have been driven from the
buying market. Forty per cent of the popula-
sion of the country is rural, and with these en-
tirely out of the market, the effect on gener_l!
business is easy to see. Building operations, in
fact every line of endeavor, are affected ad-
versely by the railroad situation. While these
strangling rates prevail there will be but little
recovery, and that little will be slow, The rem-
edy is plain. Reduce the freight rates to a point
where producers can afford to ship their wares
to markets, This will induce manufacturers 10
resume, will permit the farmer to send his stuff
to market, will revive payrolls all over the coun-
try, and so stimulate general activity that the
roads will get business they now need and with-
out which they can not endure. None under-
stand this better than the magnates who control,
and why they do not apply the simple remedy
is inexplicable.

Clearing Up the Newberry Record.

While the campaign was on in 1920 the demeo-
crats made a great deal of fuss about the “con-
vict” senator. While the senate of the United
States had accepted Truman H. Newberry as
senator from Michigan, instead of Henry Ford,
tom-tom beaters for the Cox ticket maintained a
eontinual hubbub over the allegation that the
genate had been organized by the republicans
through the presence there of a convict. The
federal court jury at Detroit had brought in a
verdict of guilty, although both the sufficiency
and the propriety of the proceedings had been
challenged. Now the supreme court of the
United States sets aside the verdict and dis-
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men who seck office.

misses the suit, giving to Senator Newberry a
clear title to his seat. We have no thought that
the decision of the supreme court will check the
ery of corrption and “convict” raised by the op-
position, but apprehend that in the next cam-
paign the decision of the greatest tribunal in the
world will be questioned, for partisan purposes
solely, yet the fact is that the voters of Michigan
made their choice and it 'was not satisiactory to
the democratic leaders, therefore it was to be
condemned.

About the Bric';: Bonds.

Wide différence of opinion, to say nothing of
some degree of heat, has been eviderced in the
closing days of the discussion over the voting
of a million dollars in bonds for building a new
bridge across the Missouri river. Yet despite
the display of energy by a few interested par-
tisans, pro and con, the general public appears
to have little interest in the result.

The question should not be overlooked on
the ballot teday. Voting a million dollars for
any purpose is something worth consideration.
In the present instance, this is but an initial step.
Should the bonds be voted by the city of Omaha,
there is still the question of a bond proposition by
the City of Ceuncil Bluffs and Douglas county
is listed as a further future contributor to the
cause. Once the bridge is built, it must be
maintained and interest on the bonds must be
paid.

These things make the question one of even
more importance than appears on its face. The
value of a free bridge to the city and the neces-
sity of building a new bridge rather than taking
over the présent toll bridge have been discyssed
at langth by advocates and oppenents of the
project. The decision rests today with the
voters, who should choose for themsclves one

way or the other.
—————

Pick Good Men for the Jobs.

It is the first duty of every Omaha voter to
decide on the merits and qualifications of the
Efforts of self-constituted
committees and interested slate makers to do
this for the voters deserve to be rebuked at the
polls.

While the maintenance of law and order is
of prime importance in a city, it does not com-
prise all that is expected from government. Mod-
ern municipal housekeeping includes many mat-
ters of detail beside the management and di-
rection of the police force and fire department.

Both of these are essential, but the parks?

streets, buildings, accounts, health and general
administration demand careful attention. Then
there are the plans and designs for accommodat-
ing the cily'.s growth, to secure the greater com-
fort and convenience of its citizens, to improve
living conditions and facilitate communication.

Omaha is coming into a new period of
growth; it has weathered the stress of war, and
the enterprises checked by the interposition of
the military demands of the world are being
taken up under the head of “unfinished busi-
ness,” and will be pushéd through. Just as pri-
vate employment for capital is leoking up, so
the execution of many public improvements im-
pends. It is well to leave the carrying out of
these to the men who have cenceived and planned
for them.

Each man on the city commission¥today has
a good record of public service. Each is quali-
fied to do even better work because of the expe-
vience he has had in the last three years of
troublous times. When the voters nominated
these men for re-election at the primaries, it was
something more than a vote of confidence in
them. It was a request that they be continued
where they can give the city the benefit of their
knowledge and 2bility

Now the votcrs have an opportunity to make
good on that request. It can be done by voling
for Ure, Ringer, Zimman, Falconer, Tow! and
Batler.

————

Cut Expenditures to Reduce Taxes.

A statement from Secretary Mellon with re-
gard to the Treasury operations contains one
great illuminating truth. The “nation cannot
continue to spend at this shocking rate” If
anything in our future is as clear as the noonday
sun, it is that retrenchment in national expendi-
ture must come, Only through that will it be
possible to lower taxes. Revenue under the pres-
ent law is dropping off becauste the business
operations that produced it have se shrunken
that collections are correspondingly less.

Whatever of a program is finally adopted,
congreas is assured in advance that the revenue
derived from incomes and profits taxes will be
less and less cach year, because incomés and
profits are less. Therefore, it is imperative that
a more reliable basis for levying the tax must be
found. This may be on sales, on turn-over, or
any one of a number of expedients or devices
suggested, but the shift must be made., Also,
many of the existing makeshifts will have to be
dropped, because they produce more vexation
than revenue, permit chicanery, allow grafting at
the expense of the public, and generally defeat
the purpose for which they were adopted,

When all thes¢ matters have been attended
to, then the cost of running the country must be
lowered. Much along this line will come through
the announced intention of reorganizing govern-
ment departments. If it were possible to save
more than a million dollars 2 day in 1912,
through a proper arrangement of departments
and bureaus in the administrative service, it still
is possible, and perhaps the sum may be almost
doubled, Cost of government has increased, just
as all other costs have, but waste in government
should be rigidly eliminated, just as it has else-
where. Taking up the lost motion in the ma-
chine, as propesed by the president, will help a
lot, and a more careful scrutiny of expenditures,
as made possible under the budget system, will
do more to bring the outgo down to where the
income will cover it

Unele Sam is about to redeem his promise
to give the slackers some public attention. A

lot of curiosity has been aroused over this matter,
- .

In the booths today Omaha voters will reg-
ister their verdict on the issues. What is your
guess?

One more day for making claims, and then the
count will settle all doubts as to the winners,

The “reds,” like Bottom the Weaver, roared
a lion as gentle 33 a sucking dove,
W

Write your own ticket, but remember the
men who have been faithful.

|

Chicago's rent war is the biggeést thing on
the domestic map today.

At least, Germany lmem—;iu.t to expect.
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Getting Back to Normalcy

How Business Men Are Meetling
The Problems of Reducing Costs

Answers reccived by the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States from about 2,000 busi- |
ness men to questions designed to ascertain what
they were doing to meet present conditions con-
tain a variety of interesting information. The
answers indicate that business concerns are low-

ering eapenses rather through the reduction of
dhe number of employves than by cutting wagzes.
Only about one-fouyrth of those answering had
made any direct wage reduction.

One of the questions asked by the chamber
was what should be done to help bring the cost
of merchandising to a normal  basis and the
greater number of answers to this brought the
suggestion:  “Do something to lower freight
rates.”

About 58 per cent of those answering have
reduced the number of employes, these having
discharged one-fifth of their workers. One-fifth
have abolished or reduced commissions and
bonuses,

Generally the answers show that business
men are cutting down their overhead costs to
mect the public demand for lower prices by call-
ing for more work fromn fewer men, demanding |
greater efficiency per nch on advertising, de-
pending more on budget and cost accounting
system and by serutinizing credits more closely,

Little has been done by business men on cut-
ting down service. Only 6.39 per cent reported
any decrease in delivery service, while 2.02 per
cent had increased deliveries,  One firm re-
ported: “It costs us today 20 cents each to de- |
liver packages, while before the war 1t cost us
5% cents each.” Another reported: “We are
charging interest on all accounte which run
longer than the 15th of each month following
date of purchase. This has reduced the monthly
balan'ces on our accounts approximately 25 per
cent.'

There was no considerable reduction in ad-
vertiting space used.  Oune of the questions
asked was: “What have you done to reduce
vour publicity to a normal basisi"” More than
a fourth of those answering =aid they had ecut
down advertising space, but this action was bal-
anced in part by others who found depression a
justification for increased use of advertising.

here has been an increase in circularizing as a
means of publicity, “an indication, perhaps.” says
the domestic distribution department of the Na-
tional Chamber, “of a desire to move quickly ac-
cumulated stock.”

Some of the answers on the subject of pub-
licity were:

“We have taken no steps to reduce our ad-
vertising space, as it is our feeling that it is
false economy to cut down adverlising at a time
when business is in need of a stimulant to keep
it alive.”

“We are economizing in space and size of
the issues, but not nruning as to number. of or
kind of channels. Our newspaper advertisement
rates have very materially increased, however."”

“Are making special efforts in direct adver-
tising, by personal sales letters, and enclosures.”

“We regard our advertising rather ag an in-
vestment and as business insurance than as ex-
pense. QOur effort, therefore, hias been to main-
tain an adequate all-round campaign at a mini-
mum total cost."

“We use more medinms but smaller space
with cqual results. Space does not count; pound-
ing away all the time is what tells,”

“We do not feel that we should decrease pub-
licity; if any change, it should be increased.”

“Concentrating more than ever on the con-
sumer, by circular letters. house-to-house work
and dealér demaonstration,”

“Have increased our advertising expenditures
to increase our business.” )

“We have increased our direct circularizing.”

“Tt is our idea that cutting the advertising
would only increase the cost of selling mer-
chandize and we believe we are right.,”

“We have rather added to advertising, as this
has always been our custom—advertise heavily
when business is hdrd and ‘go easy’ when it is
coming anyway.” o

“Are trying to make what edvertising we do
more effective. Have simplified the new 'cata-
logue we are getting out by eliminating all goods
for which there is not an active demand.”

“We are striving for greater effectiveness in
publicity by more careful sclection of items ad-
vertised.' requiring more careful merchandising
preparation.”

“Have stopped entirelv the advertising in
so-celled ‘charity publications.'”

“We have reduced the newspaper space, let-
ters, etc, and in the place of this we have given
more attention to extra values in our windows
and in our localities. It shows good results, be-
cause we feel that the price is the thing that is
most interesting to the trade instead of reading
matter.”

“We kept our appropriation down to bedrock
during the days when there was practically no
sales resistance, conserving our funds for a time
‘when they would stand us in good stead. We
feel we now owe it to our distributers and deal-
ers and to ourselves to help keep things moving
as satisfactorily as possible by securing the
healthy flow of distribution, produced through
consistent, weil-directed and forceful publicity.”

“We feel that there is greater sales resisance,
particularly an our products, at this time than
before, and in consquence we are taking aggres-
sive action in the matter of space and direct-hy-
mail efforts.”

“Less white space in advertising.”

What Had Changed the
Picture ?

From Paris in the shape of a dispatch to the
Herald comes a story to the effect that one
Gassy, a painter, when passing the shop of a
prominent art dealer, saw displayed in its window
a picture of a dish of fruit which he recognized
as having been painted by himself. It bore in
one corner, however, the signature of Whistler,
and on entering the shop M. Gassy found that
$8,000 was the price demanded for it. M, Gassy
was able to prove that the signature was a for-
gery, and immediately its price was loawered to
100 franes, or ahout $7 at present éxchange rates.

This illustrates, or scems to illustrate, again
what to the Philistine uninitiate is the strange
fact that the value of works of art, or at least
of pictures and statues—it is different with books,
some of which also are works of art—depends
so largely, that without much exaggeration in
the case of acknowledged masters it can be called
wholly, not oen the intrinsic merit of a given
production, but on the mame and fame of the
man who made it.

In this instance the painting certainly was no
less admirable after it had been proved a for-
gery than it was before that had been done, and
vet instantly all hope of selling it for more than
a few dollars was abandoned. Why such drops
in price occur has been variously explained by
those who claim to understand such things. but
none of the explanations ever has convinced
anybody who asked for one, and the questioners
have béen left in their original doubt as to the
existence of any definite standards by which to
meéasure the money value of a picture or a statue,
as such,

Of course, even the skeptics can see that a
work by a great artist, whether it be good, bad
or indifferent, does have a value aside from its
artistic merit—a value that would be lacking in
equally good work by an unknown man, byt
this increment does not seem to be an art value—
it is what might be called a curio value, or a
value from association, and one wonders that it is

not treated rather scornfully by the truly esthetic |
—unless they happen to be dealers—New York | AP S
Times,
[ ]
Brighter Days Ahead. ! s ra ue Tlre co

At the rate the cost of living is coming L
down in a couple of hundred vears life will be
so casy we will hardly notice it,—Los Angeles
Times. i e

-

How to Keep Well

By DR. W. A. EVANS
Quastions concerning hyglene, sanita-
tion and prevention of disease, sub-
mitted to Dr. Evans by readers of
The Bee, will be answered persomally,
subject to proper limitation, where a
stamped, sddressed envelope is en-
closed. Dr. Evans will not make
diagnosis or prescribe for individual
diseases. Address lettérs in care of
The Bee.
Copyright, 1221, by Dr. W. A. Evans,

ABOUT HELEN KELLAR.

1 am asked to write something
about MHelen Kellar. The wvarious
bographical sketches show that she
was born in 1880 of a famlly from
whom she inherited superior menial
powers, At 19 minths of age she
had an attack of fever, according to
several sketches and of scarlst fever
according to one. Whatever the Kind
of fover, when she was convalescent
it was found that she was hiind,
deaf and dumb, One sketch gaid gha
was also without the scnse of smell

The infection which ls most dikels
to cause loss of the special gens=cy
such as sight and hearing i8 menin-
gitis. Tt is not bevond the range of
possibilty, however, that the sketch
which said she had scarlet fever was
correct,

She must have known how to use
lier vocal organs In the sayving of a
few words, but she forgot this power
after she became deaf and blind.
Shea evidently was blind, deaf and
mute for more than four yeurs, be-
cause rhe says:

“I wns anbout & vears old befors
any of the nmpecialistsa my paren!s
consiilted was brave enough to tell
them 1 ghould naver gee or hear."
Within a vear thereafter her educa-
tion under Miss S8ullivan had begun.
[.ater other very able teachers as-
pisted in her training, teaching her
to speak, to modulate her voice, to
write on a typewriter, and finally
carrying her through college.

The Encyciopedia Britannica says
her education is the most extraor-
dinary ever known In the educa-
tion of the blind, deaf mute. She is
n great phllosopher, sociologist, lin-
gulst, writer and public speaker.

She has an excellent inheritance.
The stock from which she sprung
has produced a long list of people
of superior ability. But at 18 months
of age her bhrain was cut off from
most of the contacts with the outer
world. 1t was like a telephone cen-
tral with important incoming and
outgoing lines cut off. How can a
telephone central develop or even

keep in touch with things if the
wires are out? How can a brain
develop without the educating ef-

fects opf slght, hearing and speech?
According to Minot's view the curve
of learning is highest at birth and
constantly decreaces throughout life,
A baby learns more the first day or
life than during any day thereafter.
Burnham says the abilitv to learn
Increases up to the second or third
vear, ia very high until the sixth or
seventh year, then falle off graduals
ly. Mi=s Kellar lost these five years
during which the ordinary child
learns most,

Of speech she savs—"Tt is the deaf

tehild's one fair chance to keep In

touch with his fellow's,” Of deaf-
ness she save—"In many wavs deaf-
ness is a greater disaster than blind-
nese, T, too, was born fgain. 1, ton,
have escaped the dread silence inta
which no message of love, nn song
of bird, o happy laugh may enter.”
On many occasions she has written
and spoken of the mental dwarfing
which so frequently regylts from
blindness. .

Har education, begun In the sey-
enth vear, proceeded rapidly, At 10
she learned to speak In one month,
This marvelous training of the many
musecles engaged in the productlion
of sperech was accomplished in the
span of one month we are told. This
reema to Indicale that she maearely
had to recall to the spesch muscles
training which they were undergo-
Ing when she was taken eick at 18
months of age. When a littla bie
older than the average college age
she was able to enter and then to
maintain herself in Radcliffe. At 30
she was a cultured, well read, philo~
sophic woman of the world.

Defending herself against the
charge that she merely repeated the
thoughts of her teacher, Miss Sulll-
van, she admitted that she absorbed
{deas and learning from Miss Bulli-
van and all other superior people
with whom she had been in ¢ontact
or whose writings she had read, but
that she thought for herself ag well.

What's the answer? A fine (n-
heritance, A good brain, five years of
slow gain taken out of the heart of
the period of greateat rate of gain,
tha hest of teachers, individual in-
structioh, shielded from the waste of
trivial experiences, opportunities for
rending and thinking, constant as-
sociation with brainy people at their
bLest in both heart and brain.

It's Not Dangerous.

Subseriber writes: 1, T noted In
vour column that you speak of snip-
ping off the end of the palate which
causes a sore ‘throat or tickling sen-
sation In the baeck of the throat. 1
should like to know If having thie
done is in the least way dangerous,
and 1 cannot hear the slght of a
knife. 2. Would a person have to
take an anesthetic? 3. Would {t dn
any harm not to have it removed? T
was told that this was my trouble?"

REPLY.

1-2. Nbo.

8. If tha answer was yes, why the
operation?

Have An Examination.

B_I. N. writes: “Some five years
al:n'r had an attack of appendicitis
and peritonitls and was opérated on.
8inece that time the place where the
cut was made has swollen and hurts
when I walk.
necessary T

REPLY.

You may have a rupture at the
point of operation. Have a physician
examine and advise yvou.

Bahy Is Overfed.

Mra. P. writes: “Why is my bas
by's nrine strong sometimes and
smells llke ammonia? She s fed
on eweetened condensed milk and
breast milk. Ehe gets more of the
hottle milk than the bireast. She is
fretful and doea not sleep well
through the day. Has heen quite a
vomiting baby and {s also under-

welght."

' REPLY.

When & baby has ammoniacal
urine it {8 because it is overfed or
because the food {8 too rich.

33-4 | 334
CORD FABRIC

$18.00 $15.00

Is another operation |

‘me,

Jhe Lee

For the Ringer Ticket.
Omnha, May 1.—To the Editor of|
The Bee: If the ciectorate votes on
conscience beyond question the Rin.|
ger tlicket will win overwhelmingly.

But conscience in thousands of vo-
toars 18 deluded or saduced or, for|
this ovcaslon, locked up. PFor every-
one knows that the Duhlman forces |
are thp Tammany of Omaha and
everyone knows what Tammany Is,
an organization for giving hostages
to lawlessness, and therefore an or-
ganizgation, not for combatting and |
driving back, but for securing Its
support, for perpetuating it in effect,
It wag less costly for the time being
to give hostages to the Barbary pir-
ates than 1o suppress them,

Such a politleal policy is sure of
great constant power, 1t gathers
{nto its net with fat baits thousands
of men of (rained but loeked up con- |
gciencer, One doesn't despise these
men becaue economic warfars ls not
child's play and many a falrly good
man convicea himsgelf that he can't]
afford to be choosy as to his weapons, |i
This politieal polley hus the ndvan-,
taga not only of 4 constant vote but, |
over a brief period, of a better show- |
Ing In cost of government agalnst &
political polley whose aim Is good |
government, If a good government |
polley comes into power after 4 reign |
of—Ilet s for hravity call it bad gov- |
ernment-—poliey, it hag not only tol
clean house but it has Lo bulld, and
the housge cleaning may be so great |
a job to leave liftle time for bulld- |
fng. 8o its holding power is most
hard, becnuse (L hasn't time in a ein- |
gle term to achieve convincing re-
sults. |
A municipal election is usually a |
contract, 1 take it, between an or-
ganization devoted undigeriminating-
Iy to the progress of & community as
A whole and an organization devoted
to itself, and therafore to attaching
to ftself certain groups and certain
¢lasges by makineg itself profiteble
and Indulgent to them. ‘Thia being
true, as it indisputably s 1 belleve
it's plain that good government is
lueky, miraculously lucky, to embark
upon  power with favoring winds.
Usually it has to plow through flerce
counter-winds. For, with g0 much to
undo, it eannot do in the beginning
without a budget and a disorder that
makes retention of power most dif-
flcult,

Planning the progress of a com-
munity as a whole in this day in-
cludes community centers, a bigger
schtol bill, mors and better, because
higher paid, teachers, parks kept up
and extended, better paved and
cleaner streate AND a bigger and
higher paid police force. The police
alone make retentlon of power by
good government hard. For the po-
lice under #ood government have
only their wage and it isn't high
enaough to bring fit men to the force,
Wherefrom IU's probably trus that a
good government's police, tliemsel-
ves, want a return of bad govern-
ment and work for it in an election.
In these clrecymstances all through
A good government's first term, erime
inevitably speeda up to dizcredit it.

Take prohibition, About everyone
I know believes it was for the best
because of it downing the galoon.
That being so, taking reafs in It must
be done most varily and in responss
to publie sentiment. In the mean-
time, not to fill [nto contempt, iti
must be enforced. But enforeing it |
by good government may playv into |
the hands of bad government, for |
bad government looks only at the|
relation of prohibition to offive get- |
ting and in the present situation |
plainly estimates that disloyalty to
it will pay; for envugh's been maid
for us to know that the Dahlman
forces are bidding for the support of
certaln clesses by promisge of indul.

gences, of their winking at lawhreal- '

ing as to prohibition.

It comes to this, T think, that good
government Jays grealer hardships
and greater self-denials upon & com-
munity for a time but leads to much
pleasanter places. Or, it occurs to
bad government has a
pleasant sinack but an unsound core,
while good government is rather
puckery but sound.

W. El. MARTIN,
611 8. 40th St.

Civio Pride Against Taxes,

Omaha, May *.—To the Editor of
The Bee: On Tucsday, Mav 3, we
will be ecalled upon to aceept or re-
jeet the socalled ‘“free” bridge
bonds, which In my opinion are as
important as the selection of our
clty officlals, for the next three years.
We can and do honestly differ ae to

| strongest to cry out for help.

,ually felt

rather |\

our choice of the latter, each view-
ing It from the many angles which
enter into a eity campaign, but th.'}
voting of bonds at this particular
time {8 a cold-blooded business prop- |
osition, Jusgt one question enters
into it. Do I want to encumber my|
property at this time? Mych has
been sald for the “poor” autoist,
who haa lo pay 15 or 20 cents bridge
toll, when he 12 taking a "Joy-ride" |
from Chieago to Denver or from
New York to 8an Francisco, but net
a word for the small home-bwner, |
who spends every dollar here, pays
his share of every dollar of bonded |
indebledness and 13 slruggling tol
meet the payments on his home.
Nine out of 10 of the latter never
uge -the bridge, s0 1 ask in all falr-
ness why moriguge their propérty
for the man who llves in Illinols,
New York or gome other eastern or
western state? Some sy clvic pride
should cause us to approve of these |
bonds. Yes civic pride has caused
us many times to vote for school,
park. water, gas and other muniei-
pal bonds and we wiil do it again, |
but the bridge bonds are for the
few, then why encumber us with this
burden, at this time, when there are |
g0 many other thinga civie pride iu|
asking of us. Mr. Taxpayer, bear In |
mind that our county bonds total!

—

—
—_——

4,000,000,
§82,000,000, and with the near fu-!

ture Improveluents our cily ;"Ianninl‘l

pome cily honds some

board is recoramending
will be stoggering
indebtedness that

taxpayers |
under a bonded |
will cause thn.]
Dan't |
torget that we are paying interest

| on millions of indehtedneas, that we

are spending $800,000 repairing the
court house, bullding n new state
caplte), spending millions  on our
roads and that the legislature, just
adjourned, made an appropriation
of some $30.000,000, a large part ul'l
this having to be ralsed by Omaha
taxpayers, nll of the above probahly|
necespary, but must be met by the
struggling masses, who have amd-l
the burden of taxation
bearing down upon their shoulders. |
Don't misunderstand me, I am not
interested in  the street vallway |
company, as they are able to take
care of themsalves, In fact 1 favor

| & free hridige at the propsr time and !

when the expense s fairly distrib-
uted, my officlal record bearing me
oul In thix, but 1 say stop, stop vot-
ing unnecessary bonds, until we can
eateh our breath. Tridge bullding
conditions are ahnormal at present
and as evidence which way the wind
i Hlowing for the future, is shown
by the new bids for paving in Doug-
las county, showing a saving of same
$200,000 in a few shért weeks. This|
is not an educational proposition, |
not a clvie pride prablam, but as tnri
as the present (s concerned, a|
golden pipe dream by some en- |
thusiasts, which should be shattered |
by no votes next Tuesday.

FRANK (. BEST.

Advice From an Outsider. i

Gieneva, Neh., April 30.—To the |
Editor of The Bee: The coming elec- |
tion In the clty of Omahr, will be
decided May 3d. T am disinterested !
only to the extent I am not a citizen
of the great western metropolis, but
am interested in a clean Omaha of |
my stiate, Dahlman nor his gang of |
colleagues ever made an attempt to |
suppreas vice, byt did encoyrage it, |
by their administration. Do tha peo-
ple of Omaha want that regime of
government again? Omaha has had |
only a few years of clean cut repre- |
gantatives to rescue it from the pit of |
vice and corruption. That the threa |
“D's" placed it in. These three “'D's"
are Dahlman, Dunn, Dennigon, Citl |
zens of Omaha let me ask, have they
changed? “RBirds of a feather|
flock together." The few vears that |
vour present officers have represent-
ad you, shows a remarkahble change
for a cleaner and better Omaha. :«‘nl
voters of Omaha are you going to|
displace these efficient men who have |
the clty's best interest at heart with |
a group of men, who for 12 years or |
more made your ¢ity a dumping !
ground for vice and corruption? You
are golng to be the judges May 3d. |
Here's trusting that vou, every hon-
orable voter will hit thie three “D'" |
gang #n hard with your ballots that
they never will be resurrected agaln, |

F. A. BRADSHAW, |

i le.

| not suMelently

Decline of Illiteracy

(From the New York Times.)

Tha four sets of census returns
that are now complere Indleate n
decline of Hiteracy &0 marked that,
In the opinion of Schoal Life, pub-
lished by the burean of education
at Washington, “the coming genera-
tion of Americans will be praotically
frea” from It “in nearly every partl
of the country.” During the three
Aecados between 1380 and 1820 {)-
literates have decreased in Delawars
from 14.3 per cent to b par cent;
in the District of Columbia from 13,2
per cent to 2.8 per cent; In Arkansas
from 266 per cent to 9.4 per cent,
and fn Alaboma from 41 per cent to
18.1 poar eont.  In Alabama especinl-
lv the results are encournging. Up
to 1800 there had been an inereass
in the number of {lliterates, though
the percentage declined slightly. The
tirst compulsory education law was
not passed until 1815,  In addition
to poor whites, the state has a taem-
ing negro population, so that the
cost of the puhlic shnola falls upon
a relatively small portion of the pub-

Hopeful aos thess results are, thelr
import may easily be exaggerated,
None of the states with » largs for-
eign population has yet been heard
from. Judging by experience in New
York. moreover, census takers are
nene too diligent and efMiclent. The
individual citizen is deponent as re-
gards his own literary and is not like-
ly to underestimate it. In a populn-
tion where lnrge numbers éan néither
read nor write many must remaln
unrecorded,  The reports of tha
army draft boards linger unpleasant-
Iy in memory. For the country taken
as a whole, 24.9 per cent of draftef
men, or only a minute fraction less
than one in four, wore reported a
lliterates. The test was doubtles:
more severs than a citizen sets for
himself when Alling in a censut
blank, but {t was a real test and there
could have been no disposition te
rejoct or handicap & man who waa
fit for use In the army.

Granted, however, that the effi-
eleney, or inefMelency, of census tak-
ers has remalned approximately the

| same, and that the four reports in

hand are characteristic—and these
are natural assumptions—it iz evi-
dent that the country is advanecing
taward literney, Compulsory edy-
catlon is dolng Itg work., Yet the
fact remains that in 1917 one-quarter
of Americant of military age were
educnted to become
private soldfers. We shall have no
sure meang of reckoning progress

| until similar tests are again applied.

How to Americanize.

Now s thie time to g0 Into the
country, make a garden, ralke soma
chickens and tell the profiteers the
exact spot in the lake where they
may jump in—Chlcagne Newa,

Constitution Forbids,

(3as I8 to bo used In carrying out

the death penalty Iln Nevada., Wil

| the poor vietim he shown his month-

Iy bil1?—Minneapolla Journal.

Phone Douglas 2793
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LOOSE LEAF DEVICES

Print
Y/ 4
on

service,

e

THE AMERICAN MULTIGRAPH
‘o SALES COMPANY

1037-40 City Nat'l| Bank Bldg.

NULTIGRAFPH

Every Man His Own Printer

Many a serious case of the
Printing Sickness has yielded read-
ily to the Multigraph treatment. Once
eured by thismethod, it stays cured

for keeps,

The Multigraph prints near-
ly everything, and its work needs
no spologiks, It prints stationery, all
kinds of forms, price lists, advertising
folders, ete.—and it prints them in the
privacy of your o#n establishment.

Right now there is naturally

an extra strong demand for Multi-
graphs, but we are still giving prompt

Phone Jackson 3715

Westbound Service Improved

No.
No.

FROM

FROM CHICAGO 6:10 P.M.
(Chicago Town Time 7:10 P.M.)
ARRIVES OMAHA 8:10 A. M.

CHICAGO 5:30 P.M.

(Chicago Town Time 6:30 P.M.)
ARRIVES OMAHA 7:00 A. M.

30 Chicago
rv. Limited

Now Arrives Chicago 8:05 A. M. ;

?Bmlingmn
Route

City Ticket Office, 1416 Dodge St. Doug. 1684




