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vates—many hald the beliei that low-
cr rates would bring in greater rev-
ennes than the present rates, cven
with tonnage approaching a normal
fire—but with the record of Janu-

ary staring them in the fnce and. the >,

probable repetition of that record iy
& greater degree in February mﬂ
March, they are not in a position 10
promise a reduction in lalul“dnu"

wages constitute the chief : le item
ol expense i the operai®n of the
roads it s cbvious tiyfe must be |

e redoction there |

I'he low ;lm. nn,u? treight bei va
careled  and the Targe number ol
~n|||lu~ freight fars throughont the |
Uniteel States yas brought to the at-
teution of the gpresident. |

7
onferenge Between Labor

And Railroads Proposed
Ticagof March 31L—(By the As-
jated gPress.)—Railroad employves
ight Wid a proposal before lrm-

Hi¥ ding for a conference he-
r and the railroads in an
settle the transportation
ar as labor is concerned,
m signed by B. AL
mt of the raillway em-
uent of the American
Labor, the president
call a conference be-
vay executives and the
“to undertake to com=
terences on all points
Mr. Jewell declared tlu:
Mions nad “every faith” that such a
conference would be “producme of
immediate saltitary results.”

The tclegram was sent to ask a
voice in the solution of the railroad
problem which was considered at a
conference in Washington today be-
tween the president and R. M. Bar-
ton, chairman of the United Nta*e:
railroad labor board, and E. E.
Clarke, chairman of the interstate
cammerce commission. Referring (o
I+ president's inaugural dec laration
it he preferred the settlement of
odlistrial contraversies at the confer-

¢e table, the emploves expressed
Cflinwiess to hold such conference

numediately I

Biitain is Blamed |
For Riots in Ireland

{Continusdd From DPage One.)
creater part of Ireland, British |
conrts have ceased to function; lo-
cal, county and ciby government re-
fude 1o recognize British authority,
and British civil officials fulfill no
functon or service o the Irish people.
7 In spite of the British ‘terror’
the nworm' of the Irish people have
sauctioned by ballot the Irish repub-
lic, give their allegiance to it, pay
taxes to it, and respect the dw“l%mns
of its courts and of its civil officials.”
“Charges Misleading.”

Washington, March M. —General

conclusions of the unofficial com-
musmu oi the Committee of 100 in-
vestigating conditions in  Ireland,
placing moral responsibility for dis~
orders there on the British govern-
ment are characterized as “biased
and wholly misleading,” in a state-
nent issued by the British embassy,
in answer to the commission’s re-
port.

The report, lhc embassy  state-
ment said, was “entitled to exactly
the amount of “enght which should
be given to any judgment based en-
tirely upon the evidence of ex-parte
statements and put forward for the
most part, by persons admittedly
Lolding extreme views."

“That the crown forces in Ireland
under almeost incredible provocation
patiently bome during many months,
have on some occastons broken the
bonds of discipline and committed
unjustifiable acts of violence, is not
denied,” the ambassy statement con-
tinwed. “but to say that such acts
liave been ordered, encouraged or
condoned by the British government
is ialse. The interests which suf-
fer most by acts of indiscipline are
those of the government itgelf.”

The statement issued by the em-
i.:ms said, in part:

“The report of the commission

on conditions in Ireland is entitled | »

to exactly the amount. of weight
which should be given to any judg-
ment based on the evidence of ex-
parte statements put forward for the
most part by persons admittedly
holding extreme views. It is blastd
.nul wholly misleading.

“Ireland so far from being a dev-
rstated country, is_the most pros.
perous part of the United Kingdom
and probably o¢f western Europe. A
reliable index to the general pros
ity of the country can be fou n
tlie returns of deposits in joint stovl
bhanks which have increased as fdl-
lows: 1914, Z£147.000,000; 1919,
£1606,000,000; 1920, £zm.ooo.mo."
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ew Victor Records
April 1921

Number Size Price
Just a Little House of Love SOplne Braslau 64937 10 $1.25
ta (Memories of a Concert) Enrico so 88628 12 1.75
Hungarian Rhapsody, No, 2—Part | (Liszt)  Piano Alfred Cortot 74670 12 1.7
Beau Soir (A Beautiful Evening) Giuseppe DeLuca 6493¢ 10 1.25
Gioconda—Cielo.e mar (Heaven and Ocean) o Gighi 64938 10 1.25
Oh Morning Mme. Homer and Miss Louise Hom& 87575 10 1.50
Cease Th Smai?“tiniden Fair John McCormack and Fritz Kreisler 87574 10 1.50
Samson et Dalila— hanal Philadelphia Orchestra 74671 12 1.75
Study from “The Children’s Corner”
(No. 1—Doctor Gradus ad Parnassum) Fiano Sergei Rachmaninoff 64935 10 1.25
Munasterio (The Monastery) Titta Ruffo 87323 10 1.25
The Merchant of Venice (1) Shylock’s Speech
(2) The Mercy Speech - E. H. Sothern and Julia Marlowe 74673 12 1.75
Gagliarda Arturo Toscanini and La Scala Orchestra 74672 12 1.75
Serenade (Plerne} Violin Efrem Zimbalist 64936 10 1.25
Hlllb-n- y Mine 8 Elsie Baker
{fv“ Elsic Baker [ 45241 10 1.00
A.uh— itorna vincitor (Return*Victorious) " Lucy Isabelle Marsh
Aida—0O patria II'I.I.I My Native Land) Lug Isabelle Marsh 55135 12 1.50
Tell n the Story of Jum Hml{rudky%o:z '
Saxophone -
SI.IDPIID')II. Saxophone Rudy Wiedoeft 18728 10 .85
Hm‘ Bluﬁ.—M@d]ey Fox Trot Orlglnll Dixieland Jazz 18729 * 10 85
uu-—-Fox Trot Original Dmelnn1 Jazz Band £ :
Peerless Quartet | .-
Undu'nu.th Hawaiian Skies Albert Campbell—Henry Burr 18730 10 .85
Look for lhe Sllver Lining Edna Brown—Charles Harrison | 1021 19 g5
S et ome, I the Ha! Ha! Ha! Helen Gk ] .
a3 em e a. a a > urra. Ll
L D W
ig e— ey Fox Trot Tio assis i estra | 4o~
ToTop- Mol > Joseph C. Smith’s Orchestra [ 16733 10 8
I Never Knew—Fox Trot Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra | 1g-2, 85
Do You Ever Think of Me?—Medley Fox Trot Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra [ **' '
ve Bmd—Medley ox Trot Paul Whiteman and His Orchestra k) .
hdy Bnlly—Modley Fox Trot Jmph C. Smith’s Orchestra S

VICTOR TALKING MACHINE COMPANY

Scotch Mole
Fur Scarfs

$22.50

A Fashionable
New Pump

A graceful new Sorosis

model with a patent  Featuring a collection of
leather amp, gray these desirable new, furs
suede back and covered Il::ma I sy dow

Louis heels to match.
Cross straps over the in-
step and light turn
soles complete this very
attractive pump.

The Fur Shep
Third Floor

gpecial: Silk
[.isle Hose 75¢

Sport Apparel
[s Diverting

One of the most attrac-

v vere tive fashions is the
(:\. A, A. to C. Widths) A niost desirable quality, :;l::::hl_]y (:o].m-od'_“t‘.;oat
$12 a pair. full fashioned, with gar- hit lsk_\;mn €
ter tops and double soles. WALR BKILE
! Skirts, both pleated

and plain in style, are
gay with plaids and
stripes.

"Sweaters have many an
interesting variation—
fringes are in vogue,

‘“ Blouses are delight-

\lildr:ed |
“Stylish Stout”
Undermuslins

Extra

Particularly
Striking
Neckwear-

The Men's Shop

size undermusling

that are well desgigned fully becoming—and
r oo il le 1eves o R 3 !
' Pure fa:]l\ knit- graceful and certain to no end of styles.
ted ties, Eng- please. Apparel—Third Floor
lish hand- Gpwns with embroidery
frame crochet trimmings. Slipover short L

sleeve styles in flesh and
white, $2.25 to $3.50.

ties.

Washable
Silk Gloves

Plain shades,

cross stripes, Corset covers of soft, fine

s nainsook, with lace and
ruelf:;tshm P:;)I:- { emproidery tr i mmings, ijteen-huton length
. b | $1.50 to §$2.50. Kayser silk gloves are
lar styles for Envelona chemi $3.25 and $3.75. Strap
wear with ‘ nvelope chemise, skirts (. gt gilk gauntlets are

ers, 82 to §4.50.

Bloomer§ made of cotton
crepe, $1.35.

;' fand dra shown in white, beaver,
mastic and pongee for

$2.50 and $3.25.
Both are washable.

new low col-
lars.

To the Left .-'f“_l‘
As You Enter g H‘\\

Second Floor

lllinois Central System Discusses Subject
of Freight Rate Reduction

There is a good deal of discussion at thia\jme, especially in the press, about railway freight
rates. Some writers contend that they are too%high and constitute an impediment to business.
Others, having more regard for the neceseity of udequate transportation, and the increased cost
of producing it, consider the present level of tr‘eig-ht rates reasonable and advocate at least a
fair try-out—which has not yet been had.

It is admitted that there are inequalities in some of the rates that will have to be adjusted,
but the basic rate is not too high, at present operating costs, if the railways are to be expected
to furnish adequate transportation. The question of adequate transportation is one that is
often lost sight of. Without it business cannot be carried on successfully.

So eminent an authority as Chairman Edgar E. Clark, of the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission, whose ability and fidelity to the public interest is unquestioned, has recently called
attention to the narrow margin between railway revenue and operating expenses and fixed
charges. In view of existing conditions, it is unfortunate that there should be an agitation for
the lowering of freight rates, This can only result in raigsing false hopes that the rates can
be reduced, and perhaps in retarding the development of business. If shippers are led to De-
lieve the rates can, or will, be reduced, they will naturally postpone shipments.

Stability of the vates at which the commerce of the country is carried is of the utmost
importance. If freicht rates should be manipulated up and down in resporige to every tempo-
rary business fluctuation, it would naturally result in more serious business depressions. Rail-
way freight rates must be oncrative over a period of {ime to insure business stability.

It is contended by some that a reduction of rates would encourage shipping and provide
more adequate railway revenue through a greater volume of traffic—that the August rate ig
crease created a restriction on business and was a factor i precipitating the depression whi
followed. Take cotton, for example. A year ago colten was selling for about 40 cents a pouy
while in November, more than two months after the August increase became effective, the p
was about 15 cents. The present market price iz about 11 cents, If a reduction of 50
vent were made in the freight rate on cotton, it probably would not result in the movement
a bale of cotton which will not move at the present rate.

A sfud}' of the situation will show that the August increase in rates had an almost nd
ligible effe . upon business. During September and October, and weil into November, the r
ways handled a maximum traffic. By the middle of November the "buyers’ strike,” which
gan early in the summer, was reflected in a general recession of business. The public ha
gone on strike against war prices and was determined to force liquidation,

The pre-war freight rates were not sufficient to attract as much new capital as was needef
for enlargement and expansion of the railway plant. The cost of labor, materials and supplies
in all probability, will never go back to pre-war levels. They ought not to do so entirely. Busi-
ness should adjust itself to the present level of freight rates, at least until net railway operat-
ing income, through economical and efficient management, rises to a point where a reduction of
freight rates would be justified without impairment of servick,

There are few lines of business prospering during this reconstruction period. The farmers
are not prospering and the great manufacturing industries are not prospering. They are going
through the same readjustment process that the railways are going through, The railways are
struggling back to normal, and they will succeed if they have the support and confidence of the
publie—if the public is not led astray by the unconstructive criticism of those who would like
to see them fail,

Wholesome criticism is a good thing, but wholesome criticism coupled with a remedy is &
better thing. Any student of the railway question knows that the railways, carrying the bur-
dens that have been fastened upon them by war prices and government control, cannot function
without rates commensurate with their increased expenses, Since 1917 freight rates in the
United States are estimated to have increased on the whole about 68 per cent and passenger
fares sbout 45 per cent. During the same period railway wages have increased more than 100
per cent, while materials and supplies have increased from 100 to 200 per cent, and even more,

Ultimately, the burdensome costs of producing transportation will be lower. In the mean-
time the basie freight rate cannot be lowered if the country’s transportation plant is to func-
tion. The public’s stake is primarily in having a railway plant at all and in keeping it at service
pitch. The railway's stake is in earning enough net income to maintain itself and attract the
necessary capital to improve itself so that service can be rendered.

America is sound to the core; American business principles are sound; and we should not
be disheartened over conditions. However, this is a {ime when clear thinking is needed—a time
to stand for the principles that gave to America the greatest and most efficient system of rail-
ways in*the world. Above all, it is not a time to lend encouragement to those who are seek-
ing to fasten permanently upon the railways the very evils from which they are now struggling

to free themselves.

Constructive criticism and suggestions are invited.
C. H. MARKHAM,

President, lllinois Central System.
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