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Talks With T. R.

F

some respecta this

dency in 1916 and 1920.
By JOHN J.

Roosevelt and 1920

“All that is near to me in the male
line is in France. If they do not

come back, what is the presidency
to me?

“If they do come hack, and the
republican party wants me, and 1
can see where, by accepting the nom-
ination, I can advance the ideals for
which I stand, T will be a candidate,
But I will not lift my finger to se-
cure the nomination,

That was Col. Theodore Roose-
velt's position “Iexpressed to me in
June of 1918, en it began to ap-
pear that nothing could prevent his
nomination. It was his position in
December, when, convalescing from
rheumatism, he talked politics with
me in Roosevelt hospital. 1 had
remarked thgt it had begun to look
as though he would be nominated by
acclamation. :

A Duty to People.

“That may be," said he, “but 1{

Iam I w'ﬁ' accept only because
see where as oresident 1 can do
things, can advance those ideals for
which all right-thinking Americans
stand. And if 1 accept, it will be
because the platiorm is 100 per cent
American, othing less would in-
duce me to consider the nomination
for a single minute,
. “To be president is an honorable
and commendahle 'ambition in any
man. 1 have been president. Per
se it would mean nothing to me to
be president again. Its only value
would be in what I could do, what
1 could accomplish.” 5 | X

This was substantially his position
in 1916 when, it will be remembered,
the- issue at the republican conven-
tion in Chicago was Roosevelt or
Hughes, and the republican conven-
tion deadlocked with the progres-
sive’s on this point; a deadlock broken
by Colonel Roosevelt's declination
to run as a progressive and his dec-
laration that he believed it his duty
and the duty of all Americans, who
felt as he did, to support Justice
Hughes. y

Planned Retirement.

With Judge Hughes' nomination,
Colonel Roosevelt abandoned, tem-
porarily at least, any thought of
again running for the presidency.
Two days before the decision of the
voters for Mr. Wilson over Mr.
Hughes, my notebook says, he de-
clared he would be out of it in four
ears.

’ “We can” I remarked, after he
hed bemoaned the probable re-elec-
tion of Mr. Wilson, “look forward
to 1920. There will he nothing to
it then but Roosevelt. No one can

op it.”
“"g[ou are wrong there”” he ans-
wered. “This was my year—1916
was my high twelve. In four years
1 will ‘be out of it. This was my
year to run. ‘I did not wart to run
in 1912. Circumstances compelled
me to run then. \This year it was
different. This was my year.”
“My Year.”

“Colonel,” said I, “I know that
many things may happen in four
years, hut% also know that every-
where I go it is the one thing: _}f
they had only named Roosevelt' ™
"“Trye,” he countered, “but don't
ou see that you are merely prov-
g what I say—this was my year
to run, I have no doubt the mass
of the people wanted me to rum.

Th ng did not. To beat me
tbe; Id‘ to take Hughes—they
hated him only in a lesser degree

than they hated me.”

Following the defeat of Judge
Hughes he made no effort toward
securing the 1920 nomination, for
himself or any other man. His ef-

forts were directed first, last and

all {af the time- to b:lingjtng {hcdre-
ublican rty and its leaders
:round to p:fh:t he believed to be
the real American ideals and reeds
of the heur, and to make thg party
the instrument through which the
real will of the American people
might be registered and the ancient
landmarks defended.

1f, in doing this, the party should
nominate him, well and good. If
the nomination went to annther,
well and good, provided that other
was 100 per cent American and de-

:pendable in his Americanism.

Another Crisis.

“Tt was,” he said to me early in
1916, “the necessity of saving the
union that called the republican
party into being. It accomplished
that purpose, and for many years

verned the country wisely and
well. Then it became fat, and soft,
and lazy. It ceased to be the party
of all of the people and it has been
punished for its sins.

“Now another crisis is at hand.
The danger to our institutions is as
trat today as it was 1861, Then

e faced disunion. Now we face
disgrace and worse. The ‘party now
in power is the same'party the

" people, acting through the republic-

an party, hurled from pgwer in 1860
It is as unfit to govern this country
now as it was then; it is just as sec-
tional and it is fully as _inelﬁcient.
The only difféerence is this: In 1860
the country was facing war and the
democrats deliberately and crimin-
ally did their best to so arrange mat-
ters that it wouid not be ready for
war, while now, with the country
facing wat, it is doing nothing to
prepare for war. L
“Congenital Inefficiency.”

“In the one case it was criminal
intent, in the other it is congenital
inefficiency; in one instance they
were crooked, in the present case
they are foolish. The results to the
country will be the same.

“The democratic party cannot
wreck the country, but it can do dam-
age that a generation wol‘u’t be able
to repair. Under Mr, Wifson’s lead-
ership it is backing us into war stern
foremost. There are men in his
party that see the danger, that feel
as we do, but they are helpless.
There is no hope for the country in
that y.

Imillmmm':tl in War,

“1f, when we finally get into war,
formally and officially as we now
are upofficially, and the democratic
party happens to be in power, it
will be just as inefficient in war as
it is in peace. ¥

“The hope of the country is in, the
republican party. Through it the
‘mass of the pedple will have to
work, will express their real opin-

“The mass of the people dre all
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right. Just now they are suffering
from a false sense of security into
which they have been lulled by sweet
words and beautiful phrases. They
will be, they must be awakened. And
when they are awake they must turn
to_the republican party for leader-
ship, for there is none in the other
party. They will turn to it when
they realize the needs of real pre-
paredness and the plight they face
through false leadership.

“For that reason, and that reason
only, I am interested in party pol-
itics. I would not give a snap of
my finger for the nomination, I
would take the nomination only be-
cause of the chance to do things,
were 'I again president, that must fe
o L]

ne.

With thid background it is easy
to see why, following the defeat of
Justice Hughes in 1916 he began a
campaign to bring all wings of the
republican party’\ together.

He Sought Harmony.

This campaign began the last Sat-
urday of the 194§ campaign, It be-
gan in Bridgeport*where the colonel
closed his speaking tour, with a
whole-hearted appeal for the election
of Mr. Hughes. Incidentally it is
worth notmg here that it was
Bridgeport's big yote (Bridgeport is
the chief city of Fairfield county)
which saved Connecticut to the re-
publicans and made California's vote
so all-important.

After this meecting Col. Roosevelt
went to the Stratfield hotel where
John T.-King, the republican na-
tional ecommitteeman, had a light
supper waiting. King had been anti-
Roosevelt, but had come around to
Mr. Roosevelt's way of thinking, and
between bites of supper the two
talked organization.

“T am not lgai:\sft the organiza-
tion and never have heen against it
because it was a party organiza-
tion,” he declared, “but I have been
against it because it was an organi-
zation for private plunder. That is
what I am against.

Justice for All

“You have the right idea here—
taking the working men into the or-
ganization and making it a popular
institution in which the idea of so-
cial justice for all is uppermost. It
is a splendid idea, that of insisting
that the man who takes a place in
the organization must quit drinking
and start a savings-bank gscount.
“l want to see that sort of an or-
ganizaticn everywhere—an organi-
zation where the workers and the
smakll farmers git in and really be-
long. That sort ot an organization
will not stand for plunder. It will
stand for what is right and decent
in public life, You can call such
an organization a machine if you
will and I'll still approve of it. Call-
ing it a machine will not make it of-
fensive to me. A machine is just
as necessary for successful party
work, tor a party to serve the pub-
lic, as organization is in the army
or in a bank,

Old Quarrels Forgotten.
“I have no quarrel with any man
who has been in the organization
for what he has done in the past
if he's straight now. There are a
good many things everyhody sees
are improper now that only a few
thought were improper a short time
back, It's like the lottery—Har-
vard college and many of your old

Taking Sides
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by lotteries in the old says. Times
have changed.

“If the organization is straight,
runs straight, if its leaders and the
men in it run straight, 1 have'no
objection to it, I will work with
it just so long as it is straight and
I won't worry over the possibility
that some of its members have not
always held as high vicw; as they

0. now,

“Well” laughed King, “that would
let Barnes in.”

This conversation not long after
resulted by Mr. King becoming fthe
closest of Colonel Roosevelt's politi-
cal advisers. Through King he
worked for the reorganization of
the republican national committee,
which made Will H. Hays of In-
diana national chairman, King
was his cheice for that place, but
when on the eve of the St. Louis
meeting of February, 1918, at which
Hays was chosen, it became evident

churches about here were financed

King would have to fight for th

Street Car Steps Too High

Willard L. Lloyd, 20, has ne rivals
as the shortest siudent in Boyles
Busipess college. He stands 42
inches ‘n his spx and weighs 75
pounds,

“Lincoln suid that a man's legs
should be long enough to resch to
the ground,” said Lloyd. “Mine do
that, <o I'm not worrying.”

Although Lloyd  is lacking in
height and he doesn’t weigh enougl.
to make even the flyweight limit in
the ring, he has a powcifu! ches,
a normal-sized head and his grip is
that of a strong man.

I.Lloyd was a leacer in school af-
fairs at the Nebraska City Iligh
schoal, which he left after Eniihing
the eleventh grade to conie to Oma-

For This 75-Pound Dwarf

ha and take a business fourse, He
plans to enter some commercial line
of work when he completes his
course at Boyles.

Lloyd has had many oifers from
showmen, but has turned thesm all
down. He prefers to enter busi-1
ness, he says. ”

The little fellow's parents are Mr.
and Mrs. W. R. Lloyd of Nebraska
City, where his father owns a shoe
store. He has two brothers and one
sister. They are all of normal siatue.
He is the oldest of the children.

“There is just one thing that I
have to find fault with in Omahs”
he said. “You built your sfreet car

lace, the colonel advised him to
eep out,
Tliness Comes,

“The place-is not worth a fight,"
he advised, “especially where there
is so much at stake.”

This was his last political act be-
fore ‘the serious operations which
brought tum to the doors of death
that winter. He was semi-con-
valescent when he was told of
Hays' election and insisted on wir-
ing him immediately. He saw Hays
before he was out of bed and he was
much impressed with him.

“Hays,” he told me before leaving
the hospital, “is a trump. He is all
right. e may make mistakes, but
he won't make many. The party
seems to be united on him and that's
something well worth while. Now

we've got to back him up. With
Hays at work and on the job, I
think we'll get results. For one
thing, there’s only one party now.
Most of the progressives have come
back. Most of the others will fol-
low. Those that won't return would
sooner or later have quit even the
progressive arty—they're just
natural born Mavericks who won't
stay long in any herd, and won't
stay branded, -

The Drink Story

Few things in Colonel Roosevelt's
later life are fresher in the public
memory than his suit against a
Michigan editor who accused him of
drunkenness. The unfortunate edi-

tor, unable to produce a scintilla of

proof, admitted his fault, and so far
as the records po, the matter was
disposed of. here was mnothing
developed, however, to show where
the tale started or what foundation,
if any, it might have had
_ Colonel Roosevdt‘had an explana-
tion.
- “Now it so happens that the Lord
in His infinite wisdom elected to
create some persons with whom it
is never safe to jo solemn asses
who lack a sensz of humor, [ am
very fond of that story of Sidney
Smith's, who, playing with his chil-
dren, stopped suddenly, saying,
‘Children, we must now be serious—
here comes a fool' You know the
kind he meant—those poor unfortu-
nates who must take everything said
to them literally.

“One of these to whom I made

that remark said, 'Roosevelt, I hear,
drinks hard.! The other fool replied,
‘Yes, that's trus. He told me so
himself. .

“And so the story went on its
travels.

“That is all there ever was to the
talk of my drinking. From that
start, it 3pread and spread until, in
self-defence, I was compelled to take
action. to stop jt. Some folks have
said I went out of my way to find
a little editor of small means and
few sonrces of evidence who could
not well defend himself. The fact
#3, he was the one editor I could
hold to account. There were and
are editors nearsr New York I glad-
ly would have sued under like cir-
cumstances, but they knew better
than to print what they knew was
untfue. Had any of them done so,

I would have hauled them uyp sh
and with much more glee thin I 4i
the Michigan man, for the men I
have in mind have real malice toward
me and he, I am satisfied, had none,

“We parted gocd friends. I cer-
«tainly had nothing against him. In
his zeal to do things, he put in print
what shrewder an&sreally malicious
men who would harm if they could,
dare not print. [ believe he was
honestly sérry when he found his
error. )

“However, the thing had its value.
We're never too old to learn and I
learned to be careful with whom I
cracked the simplest joke. Thanlk
God, there are many you can joke
with in safety. If we couldn’t laugh
once in a while, what a warld this
would be! It wouldn't be a world
—it would be a madhouse.”

ADVERTISEMENT

HOW TO DARKEN
GRAY HAIR

Make a Remedy for Gray Hair.

A well known resident of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, who has been & barber
for more than forty years, recently
made the following statement:

mixture at home, at very little cost,
that wi]l darken gray hair, and
make it soft and glossy. To a half-
pint of water add 1 ounce bay rum,
a smal box of Barbo Compound
and % ounce glycerine. These in-
gredients can be bought at any drug
store at very little cost. Apply to
the hair twice a week until the de-
sired shade is obtained. This will
make a gray-haired person look
twenty years younger. It is easy to
use, does not color the most delicate
scalp, is not sticky or greasy and
does not rub off.”

A Cincinnati Barber Tells How to _

fAnyone can prepare a simple|,
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A mild system of
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treatment that curds Piles, Fistula and othm

vers surgical op-

eured. Write for book en

Discases
1,000 prominent people who have been permanently cured.
DR. E. R. TARRY Samaterium, Peters Trust Bidg. (Beo Bldg.) Omaha, Neb.

form, Ether or other general anesthetie used,

Pﬁ]l@S Fistula~Pay When Cured

avery case accepted for treatment, and no money is to be paid untll

with nasmes and testimonials of more thas
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| New York.—Dr. Smith, s well known eye
specialist, and Dr. Judkins, a Massachu-
satta physician and medical author, make
the following reports after a thorough test
of s popular for the eyes: °*

Bays Dr. Smith: “When my attention

| was first ealled to it I wan inclined to be

skeptical. But it is & rule of miné to give
every maw trestment & chance to prove its
value, Having specialized in eye work for
many yeart I feel gualified to express an
’tal]iunl opl on remedies for the
eyes., Bince this’ one has created such =
sensstion I welecomed the opportunity to
test & I began to use It In my practice
a little over s year ago and I am frank
to say that some of the results I have
sccomplished with Bon-Opto. not only ss-

tonish myself, but also other physicians
with whom I have talked about it, and I
advise every thoughtful physician to give
Bon-Opte the same exreful trial I have
and there is no doubt in my mind that
he will coma to the conclusion I ha
that it opens the door for the sure of
many ‘m'ttoubh- which have heretofo:
been

ult to eops with. have
hdivldul‘tk.',hhl-ui worn tI‘uL for yLau

tell me ve dispermed with them
through the uss of . In my own
practice 1 have seen it strengthen the

's time. 1 have alao used it with sur-
prising resulta in casen of -strained
eyes, pink eye, lids, catarrhal con-
Sunctivities, smarting, painful, aehing, iteh-
ing eyes, eyes weakened from colds, smoke,
sun, dust and wind, watery eyes, bl
vision, and, in fact, many other conditions
too ous to mention in this report
A new and striking case that has just
been brought to my attefition s that of &
girl 12 years old. Two Emmlun oy
ists, hfter a thorough examination,
secording te her father, that in

order to save the sight of her right eye,
the left must be remo While await-

steps too far away from the pave-

ment,"”

ing an opportunity for the operation and
0 yodveided s 19 45 wisdym, ber fathee

rd

faill sy they
urred st&:: ’lw this

Eye Specialist and Medical Author
Report on Wonderful Remedy
To Strengthen Eyesight

Say It Strengthens Eyesight 50% in One Week’s Time in Many Instances

was told it would do me harm to use
Bon-Opts. In less than thres days a
marked improvement was noticed. At the
end of & week the inflammation had almost
dissppesred, and at the end of six weeks
the eye was pronounced saved. Just think
what the saving of that eye means to this
littla girl! Another case is that of a Iad
93 years old. She came to me with du
vision and extrema inflammation of the
lids and the conjunctiva was slmost raw.
After two weeks' use of Bon-Opto the Iid
wera absolutely mormal and her eyes &
as bright as many a girl of 16.%

Dr. Judkins, Massachusetts physieclan
and medical author, formerly chief.
clinfes in the Union General Hospital, Bos-
ton, Masn., and formerly house surgeon at
the New England Eye and Ear Infirmary
of Pertland, Maine, says:

“l have found oculists tee

te and fel willin

prone to
operate & P to pre-
seriba glasses, while negiecting the simple
ormualas which form the basis of Bon-
pte, whieh in my opinfom, is a remark-
able remedy for the cure and prevention
of many eye disorders. Its success in de-
veloping and strengthening the eyeright
will scon make eye-giasses pld-fanhioned
and the use of, Bon-Opt

o a1 common as

convinoed from my experience with Bon.
Opte that it will strengthen the eyesight
st least 50 par cent in one week's time in
many instances.”

Vietims of eye straln and other eye
weaknesses and many who wear glasses
will be glad to know that sccording to
Dn. Smith and Judkins there Is real hope
and help for them. Many whoas eyes were
have had their eyes re-
remarkable remedy and
many who ones wore glasses say they
lulu i?id them aside. One man says after
using ft:

read at all. Now I ean read everything
without any glasses and my eyes do pot
hurt any more. At night they would phin
dreadfully, Now they feel flne all the

It was like = miracke to me” Al

fady who used it says: "The atmosphere

“I was almost blind. Could not ses %o ¢

_dAlamen
thin sitr Ineluding
Blaicher

|apemad Aoy with oF withou slagses, but | s

after using this prescription for 15 days
everything neems clear. I can read even
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with Old Rose, Blue or Combina.

Special Price, $23.45 |
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fine print without glasses.” Ancther who
used it says: 1 was bothered with eye-
strain, caurad by overworked, tired eyes
which induced fierce headsches. 1 have
worn glasses for several years, both for
distance and eloss work, and without them
I ecould not reasd my own name on =sn
envelope or the typewriting on the ma-
chmtogtfm me. I can do both now and
have disearded my long-distance glasses
altogether. 1 ean _count ' the fluttering
leaves on the trees across the street now,
which for several years have looked like
a dim green blur to me.

It is believed that thousands who wear
glasses can now discard them in & rea-
sonable time and multitudes more will be
able to strengthen their eyes so as to be
spared the trouble and expense of ever
getting glasses, Eye tronbles of many
deseriptions may be -wonderfully benefited
in this easy manner. Go to any drug store
and get a bottle of Bon-Opto tablets, Dis-
solve one tablet in a fourth of a glass of
water and use from two to four times a
day. You should notice your eyes clear
up bly vight from the start and

If your eyes bother you evem a |
little, it is your duty to take stepn to |
save them now before it is too late. Many
hopeleaaly blind might have saved their
sight If they had cared for their eyes in
time. ki
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infl tion and will quickly dis
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| Over 100 miscellansous pisces, inclnd-
| g chairm, rockers, tables, ste.
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Stoves and Ranges

Il When the weather gets colder the
] demand will be greater. Get yours
now at thess very low
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Phonographs and
Records |

We Bave been appointed agents for

this wonderful Phonograph. Our stock
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finish. Also & complete ostoek of |
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and Records
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