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| LANDLORDS MAY
RETURN PART OF
HIGH RENT INTAX

Sity Commissioner Butler Pre-
paring Data for Use Against

Apartment House Rent
Gougers.

In eonnection with the so-called
tigh rent probe started by the city
council several months ago, City
Commissioner Butler states that he
is preparing data on most of the
apartment houses, for use by J. M.

itzgerald, county assessor. Mr,
Butler anticipates that the assessor
will raise the valuations on these
apartments next year on a basis
which will be warranted by the in-
wrease of rents.

It was a resolution by Mr. Butler
that originally started the rent in-
vestigation in the council chamber,
The council disposed of the matter
hy referrmg it to a committee of

u

xhich Mr. Butler is the only active
nember. Mr. Butler feels that
womething will have been accom-
slished if the valuations of rent

srofiteers will be raised and thereby
:he tax returns enhanced,

What Other Cities Do.

In this connection Mr. Butler has
received two interesting letters on
the high rent question ‘from St
Louis and Kansas City. The chief
interest in the letters is to show
the difference ln the activities of
public officials in those cities and
those in Omaha.

The letter from St. Louis is sign-

by Lewis T. Tune, cha\rman of
1 e complaint board, which is main-
tamcd in connection with the mu-
nicipal government. The letter
reads:

“Numerous landlords and real es-
tate agents attempted to increase
rents several months ago, unneces-
sarily, and on complaints from nu-
merous occupants of buildings and
apartments the mayor desmnatcd
this board to take up and investi-
gate the cases in question, havmg in
mind where the rents were increas-
ed, to work in conjunction with the
city assessor, causing the values of
the property to be increased propor-
tionately, thereby bringing -more
revenue to the city.

Nanfes Made Public,

*“Not only this, but this board has
made public through the prgss. the
names of those who have sought to
increase rents on property, to too
great an extent. The publicity given
has had a favorable effect wupon
many who probably would have in-
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taken the stand that it did.

*"Of course, there are no laws in
Missouri, that would enable us to
prevent increases (in rent, but pub-
lic opinion goes a long ways, and
I find that by handling the matter
throngh the press, giving the names
and cases where rents have been

unnecessartily increased, that the
policy of others is probably retard-
ed. e feel that the results through

our efforts have been good, although
we will always have profileers duar-
in%‘ times like these.”

he mayor of Kansas City ap-
pointed a rental rate committee,
with a competent attorney at the
head. Walter L. Lampkin has
written the following account of
how the rent profiteers are dealt
with in Kansas City:

tee receives complamts against
landlords only in writing. We there-
upon request the landlord to appear
before our committee If he desires
to do so, and also request the land-
lord to consent to an appra:sal of
his property by a committee from
the local real estate: board. (The
real estate board having consented
to co-operate with us in makin

these appraisements.) If the land-

lord fails to appear and give his|
side of the case or refises"to con- |
sent to said appraisal, we thereupon |
give 41l the facts to the nmewspaper |
reporters and report the matter to
the county assessor for his infor- |
mation in fixing an assessed valua-
tion on such property for taxﬂton
purposes.

ur local newspaper co-operate«a
with our committee, and we find

that well directed publicity is the
potent weapon in nearly all cases
against profiteering landlords. So
much so that in fact we are receiy-
ing no more complaints, It is
proper to state, however, that our
local real estate board is made up

in this ecity for honesty and

mittee was appointed to limit their
increased charges for rent to a
reasonable basis, and with few ex-
ceptions these men have made only
reasonable increases. Of course
there are some black shéep in every
flock, and in order to make these
men realize that it is wrong to take
advantage of tenants, we have asked
the president of our bar association
to appoint an attorney for the com-
mittee, and to represent such ten-
ants as are designated by the com-
mittee, and accordingly such a%r-
ney was appointed.”

Taken to Court.

“The mayor's rental rate commit-

'mth a sweet smile.

finding of the mayor’s committee.
Twelve of his tenants agreed in
writing that they would .continue
their occupancy and would tender
the amount of rent sgreed upon by
the committee.

“We propose to ktep this man in
court until next spring,” Mr. Lam
kin wrote, and he added, “If a land-
lord is looking for a fight, it is a
real pleasure for us to see that he
gets more than he anticipated.”

Among the members of the Real
Estate Board and Rental Combine,
which organizations are responsi-
ble for rent profitee¥ing, are the
following:

George & Co.

D. V. Sholes company.

Payne Investment company.

+Payue-Slater company.

Traver Brothers.

Hastings & Heyden

Glover & Spain.

Harrison & Morton.

C. C. Carlberg.

Control Other Papers.

Certain membgrs of these same

| two organizations have boasted that|

|1hey were able to control the other
two local papers through their ad-|

[the Daily News said very little
{about rent proﬁtccq\lg in this city.

“Don’t You Try to
Vamp Me Out of Jall

Sentence,” Says Judgq

Hazel Rubenstein, 22 years old.|
to |
“vamp” Police Judge Foster in Cen- |

2019 St. Mary's avenue, tried

tral police court yesterday. during
trial on a charge of vagrancy. She
was arrested Tuesday night upon a |

very largely of men of high charac-| warrant swotn out by her former
ter with well established repotations | hyshand, Luke Rubenstem of At- ]
f:‘”f[ lantic, Ia. .
dealing, and they voluntarily agreed
among themselves before our com-|

When her name was callcd the
| young woman stepped to the front

“Now don't try to vamp me out
of a jail sentence,” the magistrate
warned her, She smiled more
sweetly, then pathetically told her
story, turning evidence against her
former husband.

“I'm divorced from Luke" she
said. “He followed me here from
Atlantic, Ia, and lived with me for
several weeks. Then he had me ar-
rested. Don't you think he's queer?”

Rubenstein denied that they were
divorced, but was severely repri-
manded by the judge for his action.
The woman was given 30 days in

He related an instance of a land-,

jail.

| Colorado and the price was $8.5

vertising patronage and that was|
the reason the World-Herald and |
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creased rents had this board not [lord who refused to abide by the More Than 3m TOI]S

of Coal Sold by Gity
in Less Than Half Day

Two hundred tons of coal were
sold during the first hour of the
opening of the municipal coal de-
partment yesterday morning in the
office of City Commigsioner Butler.

It will be the policy of this de-
partment to accept orders only for
coal actually in sight and to hold]
the sales from time,to time as the
coal ha‘p‘pens to be received here
on track. The present ul, was
closed before noon, when‘ more
than 300 tons were sold.

The coal sold yesterday was fro

per ‘ton. A .limit of two tons per
customer will be observed this ‘sea-
somn.
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Outside Orgamzers
Aid Boilermaker In

Johnson Strike Case

An echo of the boilermakers’
strike begun last June against the
Johnson Boiler Co., Eighteenth and
Mason streets, was heard in Central
police court vesterday when Tony

Bruno, 518 North Fifteenth street,
was charged with disturbing the
peace.

He was alleged to have
loitering about the railroad cars
about 10 days ago with a heavy
wrench in his hands. Louis John-
son, president of the company, ap-
peared against him. Several out-
side labor organizers including W,
C. Angel of Kanszs City, Mo., at-
tended the hearing, Bruno was dis-
missed.
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In the Second
v Her Own

THE SPITE BRIDE

Two wealthy young
bloods

of New York
meet a couple of stage
girls, and in a fit of
pique, because he had
been jilted by his so-
ciety sweetheart, one of
them marries the littliest
show girl that night.

. Friday

OLIVE THOMAS

Saturday

Picture From
Studios

her aristocratic
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"'““““ By Cecil Ralei

HIS great Drury Lane Melodrama is

now presented exactly as it was con
ceived by the author—shipwreck, under-
sea fight and all—which was impossible
on the regular stage.

It is the story of a girl-wifc,‘ denied by

husband, who seeks to re-

cover from a sunken yacht the pro f that

she is his lawful wife.

There is a knife-fight to

the bed of the ocean between two men in
full diving equipment—one, her false hus-

band who secks to frustrate the search,

and the other the hero who

tect 2 woman's good name.

air-tube ends the struggle for ne of them

—which was it?

"TOURNEUR

Presents THE GREAT DRURY LANE MELODRAMATIC SUCCESS

“TI'IE WHITE HEATHE

h and Henry Hamilton
Produced by Maunce Tourneur Prnductlons. Inc.
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the death on
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TODAY TO SATURDAY
e

. “The Maid of Many Mooda” .

An Intensely Dramatic
Screen Adaption of Wilkie
Collins’ World-Famous
Novel, *The Woman

in White,”

A Leonce Perret
Production

i [ ) )
MUSE |

MARGARITE CLARK, in
“MISS GEORGE WASHINGTON”

LOTHROP .z

Lothrop ,

WILLIAM FARNUM in
“THE MAN HUNTER"”

BOULEVARD THEATER

TODAY

DUSTIN FARNUM in
“THE GENTLEMAN FROM IND[ANA"

33rd and
Leavenworth |
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DAINTY JUNE CAPRI

and CREIGHTON HALE

-
—In—-

“A Damsel in Distress’

A Joyous Screen Interpretation of the
Saturday Evening Post Story,

By P. G. Woodehouse

“She's the most distressful damsel
That ever vet was seen;

You'll hold your sides with laughter
When you see. her on the Screen!"

And to Complete a Program That
Is Nothing But Laffs—

JOE MARTIN

The Original Monkey Comedian

“The Jazz Monkey”

As Funny As Its Title.




