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All praised the efforts of the French
sailors especially, who launched small
boats within a few minutes after the
accident, and aided by the cruiser's
searchlights, picked up many of the
survivors from pieces of wreckage.

The survivors agreed that the
speedy sinking of the steamer—within
five minutes after being rammed by
the warship—was responsible for the
heavy toll of life, although some as-
serted that the City of Athens' life-
saving apparatus failed to work prop-
erly. There were%135 persons, includ-
ing 24 United States marines, on
board the steamer, which was bound
from New York to Savanaah, with a
$2,000,000 cargo.

Negro Proves Hero.

Mrs. Florence Pickhard Harrison
of New York today told how her life,
that of her 2-year-old baby and two
cthers was saved through the bravery
of a negro fireman on the City of
Athens.

Awakened from her sleep, Mrs.
Harrison barely had time to put a
coat over her night dress and hurry
to the deck with her child. “I saw a
life boat,” she said, “but no one was
paying any attention to it, except a
United States marine, who lifted the
baby into the boat. I was about to
climb in with his aid when the steam-
er toppled and my grasp on the gun-
wale slipped. 1 caught up the baby
as the ship sank under the swirling
waters, When I came up choking and
aimost unconscious from the - ater
with the little one in my arms, we
were directly uader the bow of a
iife boat.

Many Thrilling Rescues.

“A man, whom I afterwards learned
; was James Wallace of Savannah, lifted
A the baby from my arms. When I
, regained consciousness I found my-
iy 3 self in the lifeboat covered with a
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