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Not So You Would Notice It if You Make Up
Your Judgment from the Advance Sale for the
Robert Mantell Engagement,:Which Argues for

Times for the Classics

ANAGERS who believe that
“Shakespeare spells ruin”
might have had their eyes
opened had they been able
to watch the lines in front
of the boxoffice window

~ over at the Boyd through-
out the week, buyin{ seats for the
Mantell engagement. Mr. Mantell has
played here befare, with considerable
success, but it is not recalled that the
anpouncement of his coming ever ex-
cited the populace to any real pitch.
This time the interest seems genuine,
and the engagement begins with a sale
of seats that spells success for it
from the financial view. For the mat-
ter of that, Mr. Mantell's agent says
the story is the same all over the
country wherever he has plaved this
season; people show a greater interest
in the substantial drama than has been
noted for many secasons, and give
close attention to the Shakespearean
classics.. This is comforting, indeed,
to one who takes his theater seriously,
looking upon it as something better
than a mere place to seek amusement.
It must not be inferred that this is
going to lead to an epidemic of
“classics;” heaven forfend! It is
simply an indication that for the mo-
ment folks who have been fed u[:_ on
the frivolous, or. who can get little
comfort from, the movies or the pic-
tarial reviews, are coming in for a
chance; and that enough of them still
linget around“the old place to make
it warth: while for some good actor
ta devote his talent and ahility to the
presenfation of drama that has more
“body" than froth.

+

Thinking over.some recent experi-
ences, one wonders if we are to ever
experience the thrill of coming across
a new or novel arrangement of the
time-honored material from which
modesn light comedy is built. The
wife, temporarily estranged from her
husband, seeking safety and solitude
in domestic service, for example. The
situation is piquant in its possibilities,
and with variations innumerahle has
served to sustain play after play, and
yet shaws little sign of wear. While |
it is grateful to us all, because of as-
sociation, and likelf will for that rea-
sofi retain its popularity far ahead in-
to years to come, it is always the
same. Some day a pioneer play-
menger will rise up and alter the
wl?: ¢ situation in such a way that the
auditor will not recognize it, What
will happen to such.an one is beyond
conjecture; he may be recognized and
rewarded, but more than likely he
will meet the fate that usually over-
t:&ts anyone who undertakes to
thrust an innaovation on the public.
Byt he may feel sure that his idea
will not die, and some time a suceces-
sor will come along, spring it anew,
and get much credit and considerable
cash or so doing. . And as it pro-
gresses others will take it, twist it
arnund, smooth it out here and puff
it/up there, and get further fame and
inereasing quantities of cash from it,
for the public will like it better each
time it is paraded in a different guise.
This is the season for so little of
invention or real novelty at the thea-
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ter; it .does not pay. The folks like |

to see the things they know all about
in advance,

“Richelien,” the play
Rnhcrg B. Mantell, foremost classic
tragedian on the American stage, will
open his week's engagement at
Boyd’s theater tonight, is perhaps rhe

most timely of all the classics, in that |

it deals with a period of storm and
stress in French history that is being
duplicated on a more gigantic scale
today. It was Cardinal Richelieu who
saved France, then a young and strug-
gling nation, from ‘the clutches of
secret intrigue, and made it a power
in the Eurcpean family. The play
in which Mr. Mantell will be seen,
the work of Sir Edward Bulwer Lyt-
ton, is a story of a conspiracy that
sought to overturn the -ecardinal-
minister and his government and
destroy the significance of France.
The great scene in the play in which
Richelieu foils his powerful court
cnemies by drawing round his young
and lovely ward, involved in the in- |
trigue, the magic circle of the Church
of Rome, has never been surpassed
for dramatic power in all the range
of stage literature. As an intensely in.
teresting and fascinating story the
drama of “Richelien” is unsurpassed
by"mgy play in the Mantell repertoire,

Richeliew,” which will be repeated
Wednesday night, is the only non.
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other dramas, chosen for presentfa-
tion here from a list the most exten-
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Two eccentric ¢lowns, the Gaudsmidit
are laugh producers,

comedy sketch to be presented by
Verce and Verci, The Orpheum Travel

yon.
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Again,” which has long outlived “Mlle,

ert Housum, a well known Cleveland,
0., newspaper writer, will be the of-

night's engagement commencing Sun-
day evening, March 10, following a
highly successful engagement in Chi-

cago. The same identical cast and | 3nd & perfect exhibition of voice cul- TONIGHT— RICHELIEU
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gave it a name that would set people » |

the Boyd th“f“ box office Monday | ¢, wondering what it is all about, As mm m M 7] san"ll" Hlnp"
morning at 9 o'clock. a matter of fact, “Bill" refers to one e

in a scenic singing, tropi : ald has seen fit to resurrect and bring
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offering for this coming week. Tom

and Mrs. O'Clare call their offering
“A Breeze From the Lakes of Killar-
ney,” and Mr. O'Clare introduces his
original songs, “A Toast to Dear Old
Erin” and “The Land of the Blarney
Stone."
presents an offering consisting of a
little of everything that develops in-
to a screaming number from start to

finish of h t. h Brother: HARHY
R ey e WAL GRDERS
comedians, present a diversion in| Lexington, Neb, March 2.—(Spe

black and whiteface,

pect on gymastic stunts in “Two Men
and Some Dog." The Sidney Drew
comedies, always increasing in popu-

larity and the Pathe Weekly complete
the program, which should prove
highly satisficlnr_\':

has answered the call to the colors.
The series of pictorial and dramatic

We're Not Congeneric, That’s |
Why We Have No Folk Dances

It is the belief of Ruth St. Denis
that the day is not far distant when
America will evolve a characteristic
folk dance of its own.

“A young nation, we have as yet no
national dance,’ said Miss St. Denis,
“because our citizenry is non-congen-
eric. We are not all of the same na-
ture and consequently we do not all
like the same things. But it wont be
long, I am hoping, before we will have
our own typical dances even as the
other nations have. I say it is coming,
and it will be developed out of our
present day dances such as the one-
step, the fox trot, the tango, etc.

“Folk dances are as much a part of
a courntry's spirit as its national aif,
The folk dance is the simplest form
of terpsichorean expression becavse
it is so casily done. Our one-step is
the nearest approach to it. And the
popularity it enjoys makes me think it

geously invested scenically. The
repertory will include “The Japanese
Flower Dance,” “The Moon or Love |
Waltz,” “The Peacock Dance” and
“The Dance of the North American
Desert.” An Omaha character actor,
Charles Withers, will be seen as the
star in one of the feature ‘cu. a trav-
esty melodrama called "For Pitv's
Sake," Billed as the one-man glee

—r
Harry Lauder, who is making his
farewell tour of this country and who
will appear at the Boyd March 14,
matinee and evening, has attained
to the proud honor of writing some
of his country's songs and “Tipper-
ary” is by no means the only air that
has spurred men on in action or
helped them forget the fatigue of
long tramps to the front, It appears
that most of the Scottish regiments,
and even some of the English ones as
well, have gone into action to the
strains of Lauder’s homely ballads,
and throughout the recruiting period
when the regiments were being form-
¢ed and sent to the front and were
marching thtough the streets of Edin-
horo and Glasgow and other towns
to take their places on the firing line
in far-away F‘rance and the Darda-
nelles, they swung along to the lilting
strains of “I Love a Lassie,” “She's
Ma Daisy” and “When I Get Back to
Bonnie Scotland.”

will play an important part in the fore
mation of our own national dange.” |

Miss St. Denis’ intefest in a typical
American dance is deep, She has an
ambition to be its originator. When
not otherwise occupied with her mani-|
fold cuties she is busy planning, plan- |
nins ;
“Our national dance,” said Miss St.
Denis, “must be typical of American’
life, sounding the national spirit of
our country. It must be, first of all,
idealistic of .the new world, radiating
the ‘growing’ feeling of America aus
Americans.

Price of Sisal Twine.

The food administration has regu-
lated the price of sisal twine for the
harvest of the 1918 crop. An order
has gone out to the manufacturers
requiring that they shall not charge
more than a given amount gbove the
price of sisal, !

ability as a fun-maker, a singer and
instrumentalist. Composers of
such popular songs as “Cleopatra Had
a Jazz Band” and “Don't Bite the
Hand That Is Feeding You,” Jim and
Betty Morgan are to present a pleas-
ing vocal act. Vivian Holt, operatic
soprano, and Lillian Rosedale, pianist
composer, will offer a concert feature.

brothers, with their Spanish poodles,
1 “A Twentieth
Century Elopement” is the title of the

Weekly will picturize upon the gereen
a trip through the Yosemite valley,
which was once a tortuous river can-

S
Fritzi Scheff, the well known prima
donna, will appear at the Orpheum
theater the week of March 10, Miss
Scheff's program runs the entire musi-
rand opera to the
latest popular ballads and there is al-
ways an insistent call for “Kiss Me

Another hit added to the growing
list of Pepple and Greenwald's musical
successess is to be seen in the sexteite
De Luxe, which is the headline at-
traction at the Empresa theater for
the first half of the week, James
Mahoney and Ruth Rogers, a preco-
cious pair of youngsters, have a num-
ber that consists of lin;inr'. talking
and dancing. Both are excellent sing-
ers and present several exclusive num.
bers. Jere Sanford, in “The Chore
Boy," offers singing and yodeling. The
Four Pierrots, in a comedy novelty
aur?rise complete the bill for the first
half of the week. For the last half
of the week the bill is headed by “The
Poolroom,” a dramatic story of the
underworld. The cast includes six
men, with Royal Douglas, late movie
star with the Essanay company, The
Ruby Girls present instrumental and
vocal numbers that combine technique
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“THE LEADER OF OUR STAGE"—William Winter

Modiste,” in which play the jaunty
Miss Scheff first used it to captivate
the public.

“The Gipsy Trail," written by Rob-

fering at the Boyd theater for a four
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 Tom Linton — His Jungle Girls, | Bill Shakespeare, whom Mr, MeDon-
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spiration to guide him upon his fu-
ture course and The Spirit of Ragtime
does wait upon him and gives him a

ood tip on what to do. “Bill” is
gnllly seen in an up-to-date office and
the manner in which he meets exist-
ing theatrical conditions of the day
brings the play to a most interestin
conc‘iunion. Ladies’ matinee daily al
week, starting tomorrow., Today's
matinee at J.

Linton, the well known comedian, and
Grace Lindquist are featured. Mr.

THE “GIPSY TRAIL”

By ROBERT HOUSUM i
Y. Romance and Laughter
Direct rmAca'E:.'.:ﬁf&?'Whﬁm Production, Including
Seats on Sale Monday, March 4, A M

Bae Matlnge, Ons Night, Thursdey, Wareh 16|
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cial.)=Mrs. George Hanna is suing
her fatherin-law, Thomas Hanm for
$50,000 damages, alleging he is re-
sponsible for trouble existing between
herself and hushand.

and xine
Brothers and Bobby put a ne® as-

Seat Sale

PRICES: 50¢, T5e, $1, $1.50, $2, §2.50 Mony, Mch. 11
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sive and formidable since Edwin
Booth's day, are “The Merchant of
Venice," onday night; “Hamlet,”
Tuesday night; “Romeo and Juliet,”
Wednesday afternoon; “King Lear,”
Thursday night; “Macbeth,” Frida
night; “The Merchant of Venice,"
again Saturday afternoon, and “Rich-
ard II1,” Saturday night. For all of
these plays Mr. Mantell carries com-
plete and elaborate scenic equipment,

In “Romeo and Juliet” Miss Gene-
vieve Hamper, Mr. Mantell's young
and beautiful leading woman, 1s seen
in the role of Shakespeare that cf-
fers the tragedienne the opportunity
for the fullest display of charm and
talent.

—_—t

During her engagement this week
at the Orpheum theater Ruth St
Denis will be assisted by Margaret
Loomis, who was the most graceful
member of the St. Denis organization
last season. Ted Shawn, husband
and dancing partner of Ruth St. Denis,
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Senter Josoph Rosenbialt in Comeer'
of Jowish Liturgioal Musle
Wednes,, March 6, at 8:15 p. m.
Prices, $1, $1,60, §2
A. L. PINKUS, Stoux Oity,

Loeal Manager
Knabe Plano Used
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RUTH ST.DENIS|  [i

Il
In a Series of
Pictorial and Dramatic Dances
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VIVIAN HOLT and LILLIAN ROSEDALE

Operatic Soprano Planils! Composer
In Songs and Stories to Musiec. ;

JIM & BETTY MORGAN

In Songs of Their Own
As Ynu Like It.

CHARLES WITHERS

In “FOR PITY'S SAKE,” by Arthur James
(A Travesty Melodrama in Four Acts)

VERCE & VERCI

Presenting

THE GAUDSMIDT BROTHERS

Netherland’s Premier Eccentric Clowns

CLAUDIA TRACY

Songs and Eccentricities

MaxineBros,&sobhy
Two Boys and a Dog

OHNEON BROS. &
JOHNSON
Minstrels Extraordinary

LEXEY & O'CONNOR
$mart Songs and
Eccentric Dances

“The

Tom Linfon and Jungle Girls

Comic Singing and Tropical Oddity,
p-to-Date Missionary”

DAILY MATINEES

; 7:18 and 9:15 Every

WHC ARE THE THREE MOST POPULAR GIRLS IN OMAHAY
. Anvwer This Questlon al ODur Bex OMes.

l::ug Sat.
and nday
Evuh'..:lc 26c and 3Bc.

tra Floor and Boxes R

A" ¥ SEAT, 15:

eserved. Phone Douglas 800.

With Their Spanish Poodles “A 20th Century Elopement.”

FRANK CRUMIT

The One Man Glee Club

PRICES — Matinees, BEST SEATS, 280
except Sat. and Sun. Few at 50c. Gal-
lery, 10c; Nights, 10c, 25¢, 50c and 75¢.

Orpheum Travel Weekly
Around the World With the Orpheum
Circuit’s Motion Picture Photographers.




