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Omaha Boy “Over There”” Writes

Edward J. Phelps, jr., in letter to The Bee
Relates Experiences in Thick of Battle

Vividly of War As He Sees It
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so much has happéned since loas . :
mg Omaha last June, 1t woull be | | Fwo af our ambelances were it
useless 1 ’.nn;'_-. ire that mormmg,.  In one anstance a 100 |

\ f ; 1 il X
resume of some of the past ) ol M. gas shell penetrated the top, |

that will pass with the cense passed through the normal positions |
The thivd Stanford wmot, of at the alrivers, tore away the steering |
was a metihior, satled fronp N \\luf‘r'll, vt I'.:'-u,.w. tWu spare tirgs
on a French hiner, lune 1" and the exhanst. 11 at had been any
vived in Berdean it 1 other kind of a shell we would have
holidav.  The trin @ . wias a4 been minus an ambulance of our sec

emooth, uneventinl e days, with | e Lhe drivers were n the poste

. de secours at the moment.
one exception,  After all QIS 1omen

had been given instruction s to what |
to do in the event ot a submarine en-
counter, the atternoon of the eighth
day a | from the

ir.’h«t".lpv rs

After a month at postes we went |
hack a short distince for two weeks
while our division rested. Tlien hack

agail to the same place as beiore. |

hoat was sighted

Crow's nest Our steamer sparted a Things had Deen transiormed in just |
zig-zag course; everyhody was run- [ two wet ks, Roads, munition, depots,
ning: up and down the  deck, some | Caves, cle, were skilfully  camou-

with life-preservers already on, and | flaged ) L even saw some white horses
ottr stern fun wis turned 1o larhoard, | eamoutlaged with brown pamt, A few
but before the gunners could five, the | roads and train tracks had grown into |
submarine submetged and dul wor re- | 4 labyrinth. Many large batteries had |
appear been placed and much more trathe

Spend Sleepless Nights. | passed over the roads

The boyvs on the steamer who had Rumors of Attack.
signed up in the American field sery- )
ice, marched in squad formation to 0 @ head, though, until two weeks
the troop depot. We rode i third- [ later, when the French began a heavy
class troop cars 1o lans, arriving artillery fire, I can feel safe to tell
there about noon the uext day, so|you, as hoth the French and Amers
can press has printed particulars of
the big Aisne sector attack.

we didn't see General Pershing's men
march in Paris on the Fourth, Aflter
three sleepless nighits, gleep was an
appreciated  necessity:  and  even
though we slept on brancards  for
the first time, nothing less than a
shout i my ecars aroused me the
following morning.

Our uniforms purchazed and equip-
ment obtained, we left for an am-
bulance training camp, which is lo-
cated on part of the territory over
which one of the important, early
battles of the war was fought. Our
unit learned we would have to stay
there a month before another Ford
section would be ready.
conferred and decided to go as part
of a gear-shift section, so we were
back in Paris on France's national |
holiday, celebrated in memory of the |  The boys of the section were all
fall of the Bastile, | out at dawn and soon on the way to

Thousands of Cars. |;---s|-; I tald about our hospital in

Then we went to V- — and tonk | the hrst part of this létter, Well, one
over a section of 20 Fiats built for | day a bhoche aviator spotted the hos-
five “couche" (stretcher cases), or|Pital and dropped a note of warning |
eight “assis” (sitting cases). Thou-| 0 evacuate. he French came back
sands of motor cars were parked | two-told and built a boche prison pen
here and the city and grounds of his-| On the same spot. [t was a large vne |
torical interest werg of rare beauty, and surrounded by a high fence made

Next day was spent journeying to | from the same kind of barbed wire
& town which is in the strip of coune | that is used in the entanglements, |
try the Germans quitted last spring. A few hundred meters this side of |
Many hundreds of soldicrs were en- | the Aisne is an old chatcan under the
joying “repos” and eagerly ques- SPreading branches of a grove of
tioned those of us who possessed a | trees. Before its large iron gateway,
speaking knowledge of  French, | At that early hour, several scores of
“What is the United States doing?" | SHBhtly wounded were waiting to be
Of course, we were kept busy indi- | €arried to the hospital in convois that
cating by signs and an occa- | had been pressed into service, On
sional word of French, the prepara- | the road beyond, there were nothing
tions started in the states. but ambulances, and wounded who

After a month of hospital evacua- could make their way, some assisting
tion work over an extensive area we | ¢S fortunate comrades. All traffic
were, to our joy, attached to the | that could possibly be suspended was

—, the division composed of | "0t seen that morning  because of
zouaves and colonials, the best hght- [ addded dangers. We immediately went
ers in the French armies. in my mind, [ YD 10 0our receiving poste, as the cars
Every regiment is decorated with|Were needed as fast as they could|
military honors and one regiment has | C0me.  Five sections of ambulances |
received the fownagire of of the Le-| Were cither taking blesses (wounded)
gion of Honor, the highest military | [rom the two receiving  postes  we
honor bestowed on any regiment in | usetl, or two other postes to the right
the French armies. i ot us. The wounded are given first

Answer Emergency Cails. atd 1n the trenches or in the field,

Then we went eight kilometers | When possible or feasible, and tenipo
behind the lines, where we were bar- | T47Y dressings  and  bandages are
racked. For the next month our sec- | 15t at the receiving postes, Noth-
tion not only performed poste de | MK permanent is attempted until the
secours dutics, but were at the dis- | Wounded man is delivered at the hos
posal of our monsicur directeur | PHAl
(medicine chef)) answered emergency |
calls and one car a day went to the
ravitaillement to get supplies.

I might tell you of some of my | sisting of cavalry and gendarmes, A
sensations the first day at poste,  general rule of the batteries placed at
Since that time the same thing has ! the side of the road is to cease firing |
happened hundreds of umes, so that | when graitic 15 passing, but that day |
tht:\' are all commonplace ption to the rule. In some

To get to poste we left the small | instances the guns were pointed aver
shell-torn village where we were bar- | the road ur an angle of 45 degrees o
racked—no civilians lived there and more anl were discharged over the
drove along a grand roule a short | tops of the ambulunces. My ecar
space before proceeding directly | drums hald St Vitus dance more than
toward the first lines. We then | once and, just a5 we were rounding
passed our tented base field hospital | a bad turn, a 210" departed not more
and soon came to Aisne. We crossed | than 15 meters from the side of the
the bridge at five-minute intervals, as ' road. The concussion left our am-
at that time this point was under obi- | bulances without windows and the
servation of Germans in a “sausage” | crash of breaking glass made me he-
balloon, Then we entered V o Heve our car had bheen struck., But
where our base poste was located. | that was not the proper time to stop
Three kilometers farther was A—— [ and investigate, Iresh shell loles

oste, and only 400 meters from No! were seen on hoth sides of the road

la_n's lan‘:l' ‘—!— poste. Haowever, | Six dead horses, eut  from their

a ridge crl(?_ulls protected it from di- | traces, told the 1ale of one or more
rect fire, The first day our car went| abus and two of the carcasses had
to postes. I had the good fortune | been partly cremated by the burning |
to go to the last mentioned poste | pieces of an  exploded ammunition
Here the French battery fire scemed | car
to center overhead and | imagined the The courtvard at poste was
shc!ls_coul_fl .hc seen cutting through [ illed with blesses and we had a load
the air, Chills ran down my spmal | of 10 wounded in a few minutes
cqlu_mn and the weather turned Abcut noon T dropped off the var to
frlgld_. H_ut when you hear a whistle | ger something to eat and George
growing in intensity—look out! The [went on to the hospital. One of onr
CI\"C 15 a2 pnpular ;1!.1(1' at such times, | conks, Pierre, set up a camp stove to
!t Is.hard 1o d(‘l\(‘llffll‘ the sornd, bt conk soup and Lkeep a supply of Hot
imagine a tough piece of canvas heing | coffee always on hand, While several

After six days of excelient artillery
preparation, the men of the - 1=
vision, to wlich we were then  ut-
tached, with other  divisions, went|
over the top at 5:15 the morning of
Octoher ._'.i, The ehief abiec Live fl'fl
our division was Fort de Malmaison, |
and it was taken withi eight min-
utes, The attack netied the French |
four kilometers on a  10-kilometer
front, and the hoches were pushed off
the Laon platean.
|)“\'hl".‘il“'rrl' l“ll|'|| o evacuate HI{'I
remamimg portion of the Chemin des |

vintage poants in this aforesaul sec
tor, -
Build Boche Prison.

See Many Prisoners.
We passed several small groups of |

hoche prisoners under a guard con

Was an sy

fip ed, ”Il‘1l a l.'ll_] stack of "umber of us were standing with a piece of
falling, and rou will knpw the nerve- [ hread and cheese in one hand and a
racking sound made by a boche shell. | cun of coffee in the ather, a commo
Secs Horrible Sights. tiont made by several Freuchmen in

Our first call was 1o ciarry two men | the street brought us out there, Three

wounded by some of the flving frag- |or four hundred boche PEESONCTS Wert
ments of a shell. 1 saw three dead | coming down the street. They were
men in a room at this poste that were | halted before us and several officers
killed by tht. same shell, The torn ng the number were taken to a
brown of their uniforms was half re- | quizzing station across the street. A
ﬂaced by red and two bodics were | 1oaf of army bread, a few ]

y bars ot
dly maNgled' One's head had been | sweet chocolate and a package of

blown off and his eyes were <o i [ Cigarcties were cagerly  songht, and |
dled that they resembled a scarcorow | wien one of them spred A watering
more than a human being. [tarik A grand rosh ensued. A hoy

One morning the air was heavy 1 I8 vears asked me 1o et Lt a
misty and when we reached our -'-“='| drimk and gave me the can, used to

poste we were warned about gas. e | Ll lis gas mask. When 1 bronght
were on at A—, \_‘Vhlfh 18 m_a hol-| the water to him, he was so thankiul,
low between two hills. Here the odor | hic gave me his helmet and gas mask

¢

tillery fire

pIeces s

we arrived there at
men
hoy wounded by a bullet through his |
!I.Uu|, He

Our unit ! Dames and the Frencli hold all of the |
145 kilometers, ot
and we dropped m to get some Lol

i the German

| maney

led me after 1 had taken it,

| pmllar tractors to advance

] there.

| Girls of Armour’s Office Force Sisters to Boys in Khaki

For Whom They Knit Cozy Sweaters and Comfort Kits

I acoepted, for T knew lie wonld have |
na'further iise far thes N0 vOu see, |
there was quite a hittle ot of sentis
ment e s i et
Get Big Scare,
I' was surprised that the boclies

were not able to return the Irench ar-

The vicltory could not

| have been maore thorough, On the re-

tirn trip a smal

| alius tipped the |

roid 40 meters ahead, and two more
| about the
of a hill,
|..l1'|'!:l'l.' ]i.’u I-..
salely out of danger, a shrapnel hroke

same distance on the sude
least three kilometers

when I thought we were |

werle

but none of the {lying
ek the car. And to top

it all. an enormous shell tore a g
hale i the earth close (o an ammunt
tion depot.
and we speeded up a little,

Lhis scared most of us
Just out of our base poste, we

were halted by two gendarmes and

- told to make our gas masks rearly for
Rumors of an attack did not come | instant

use, a5 a bhoche counter at-

lack was f'filll'l'd at 9 o'clock At

A—— we were told 1o | Lo J

(a few hundred meters hevond), aml
D o'clock, Onr
were five conches and a Loche |
rofde o the drver’s
of the car, and in reply to questions |

seat |

he said he did not believe the boches
woulil
many of their men were sick
posure and lack of food.

had only hreatd and water for the List
six days, for the
rendered the
useless.
the next morning was easily repnlsed
Sinee then the (and all of the gained positions helil. |

attack, as
from ex-|

They had

attenipt a counter

French  artillery
y |
hoches .k'll;||'r|_\' Ir..n:::I

A weak counter attack early |
|

Too Much Wine.
When we had returned from our
wospital, the round trip being about
was alter mudnight

coflee, herre was in a deep slumber,
with lhiead and bared arms only a few

mches from a hot stove. Plenty of
red wine amd copnac had done the
work., e waoke up and got pur cof
l‘l'('

Chir section worked from 36 1o 48

During the first
2000
it~

lours without sleep.
24 hours we
wounded, many ol

nearly
W Wl' Ml wWere

Callix |!

| mans.

Two days after “over the top,” 1
had the exceptional permission (o go
ta Fort de Malmaison with two other
fellows and two brancardiers as
guidgs. Deyond the J-——  poste
most of the voung timber had been
leveled to the ground like grass be
hind a lawnmower, The end of our

chimb brought us to withm a kilo
meter of the fort, 1t appearcd like
a cheese hox'upon a raft of harren

earth. The approach to the fort was
like plowed ground, but the plowing
was several feet deep, I stood in one
shell crater, about 30 feet across, and
could see nothing but the sky, Only
bharbed-wire, hand grenades, and
trench bombs broke the monoton
of No Man's land and what lad been
trenches. The oblong
fort of seolid masonry had been re
duced to heaps of debnis and a few
ank walls, and the cave abris and
the underground passageways
all that remammed intact, A

W
Caplan

| EAve me somne ‘;l’lll‘uilll maoney, saw

eldged hayonet and a German olficet
belt, amd, knowing that an otfer ol
would olfend him, T toak n
rather daring —but he tha
The f
15 at the edge ot the plateau and »
can dimly see the towers of 1iu
church in Laon in the distance. |
also obtamied a pmr of the fam
Carl Zeiss binoculars, German 1
sigma and buttons and other mteres
INE SOUNCIHITS,

Made Careful Plans.

To sec how everything was planned
out in the attack—artillery prepati
twn, bringing up supphes, barrage
over the top, use ot tanks and cater
t].l’: Ly
guns, co-operation of the aviators m
lirecting the artilery fire, and nak
g the posinons taken secure from
counter attack—I1 would' nat  have
missed for anvtlong: awd to see the
torts and No Man's land immediatels
after they were taken, was something
I will rememiber to my last day.

Our section was cominended by our
division general amd by the 1
directenr and five men recel
Craix du Guerre |

Here are figures: Twelve
thousand prisoners were taken from |
the German divisions, and twp ot th
crack divisions of the Impenal Guarid
were represented an the toll, One
regiment of the guard termed than
“mvincibles,” and each ma

1

meture

sOme

g
sCives

| carried a metal plate with words -

scrihed 1o the effect they had suc
cessfully  repil more 21
French attacks and  had el
heavy losses o y ]

who were not ;
BBty

vl e regin A
rs. The colonel and his s
ore Vi The ! SIMICTR, SO 1
was the ndvance (s the Frenel |
ns o other colonels  and

taken from the |

their stafts were
Prussian guars, Most of the prison-
era who talked admitted that Ger-|
many would lose the war eventually |
and that there had been recent food |
iy « that the civil
. with excep

\
shortages

1
!\r"l\‘| alwm

tionis of the weialthy, the soldiers D
ing. cared for first.  Half of the pris- |
oners taken were bovs vounger 14!
any of the men m our t army, |

which proves that Germany has every
1

man in the held she can possibly put

|

| Each one of the

I member will iave a s

|

pictures closely,
girls has volunteered

Scrutinize these

in ]'{' a “sigter” iH some poor, 1!-1:(‘!_\"
soldier or satlor who has ruthlessly
thrust to one side all thatis near and
Jear while he has wvaliantly gone to
the front to fight under the “Starry

Banner” for Uncle Sam
The girls are clerks and stenograph-
ers 1 the general offices of Armour
& CUo, and are members of a society
known as the Armour Soldiers' and
Satlors' elub, Every Friday from noon
until 2 o'cluck they congregate in the
sewing room in the office butlding and
the Lenefit of the

do their “int" for
1,200 Armour employes who have en-
histed. At the time tlus picture was
taken they were industriously en-
gaged i knitting warm sweaters to
be sent to the saillors and soldiers.
The hittle girl who s all by her lone-
pme 1 oonpe picture is the younzest
member of the club—also the proudest
and she takes great delight in emu-
latise the work of her elder sisters-

imn-arms. =he constantly  plies her
needles nowselessly and rapidlv in an
¢ffort to finish lier sweater in e,

Her name is Zeta Tate and she is the
dauchter of Dr, and Mrs, HL T, Al-

linghant, 4521 South Twenty-second
sireet

Speaking for  the elub, Chairman
Clharlotte Lovely promises that  cach

weater ready to
ship to the boys by Christmas, and
f ortler o niake good on the plellge

they are compelled to take the kmt-|

“utensils” home, where they can
work evenings and during their spare
Line,

In addition to knitting cozv sweat-
ers they have made a
comiort kits, amd as sovon as they
have finished with the sweaters they

number of |

will turn to and make comfort kits |=ome visttors the family poriralt In the

25

the girls donate 23

stitch n time save
nient of spare tune

The members of
folh-ws:

Charlotte G.
Lily Ring, Edna
Girath, Emma Ring

Grare Gorman, Ma
Kitty O'Grady, el

Maileline

Ethel

“l:(‘%‘;il'.
I'eterson,

Zeta Allingham,

“old timers” among

Going on the old theory

Lovely,
Dyarr,
, Hortense Eads,
MeCormack,
rey MeLenathen,
w1 Heuck, Bazelle
Ervin, Marjorie Tripp, Jessie Ervin,
Irene Ruben, Clara Bovle, Fileen Me-
Cay, Esther Kaplan,
Clara Stargardt, Mary

Mildred Grithth, Sarah

IMursday evening at a sewing class
cents each

15 utilized

mbers doen many

the club are as

Mary

Marion llanson,
Moran, Flsic
Anna
Nnces
Barta, Ruth Hudson, Helen Gilmore,
Agnes lolinson, Margaret Lyons and

O'Grady,

Welsh, F

A number of the girls have been
employed by the Armour company
for a number ot years, hut age
to ‘Chairman Lovely there are  no

then.

An TIrinh

{for the young men in the office and |picturs galiery,

| plant whot

drafr.

All the elub

Then she added, proudiy:
1 2 : "“He took part in 24 engagements"—TNLon-
tor purchase yarn anil other materials. | don Tit-Bits,
- e e 7 SOUNE

A
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Indicate on the

friend belongs, or
the =hip to which

| DIRECTIONS

ILL in the order form which ||

is a part of this advertise- F
[ ment and forward with remit-

| If for a Soldier or
Sailor,

| coupon the regiment and com-
pany to which a relative or

| ed. The Bee, through the War |
| Department, provides the re-
mainder of the address ]‘

subseription

the name of ||
he is attach- |

it 15 expected will bel
called into service during the next|sald, “was the great-great-grandfather of

memhbers are justly
proud of the fact that they have not
sought outside financial atd, Through
little schemes of their own origina-
tion the money is raised with which

*That offlcer thera
the present owner of
was as brave as a llon,

unfartunate of men

arm carrind away.'
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Six Months. ..ieee...$2.50
Three Mon‘hs.......$1.25

« DAILY ONLY

One Year. ....00....$4.00
Six Months. ....e....$2.00
Three Months. .. .....$1.00

SUNDAY ONLY

One Year....oeunee. $2.00
Six Months. ccivreves
Three Months. ....... .50

BY CARRIER

Eve. and Sunday..... 10c per week
Morn. and Sunday..,.15¢c per week

The above domestic rates apply
also to subscriptions sent to mem-
bers of the American Expeditionary
Forces abroad.

A Humun Cenilpede.
licusckeopsr was

showing o

in uniform.

tha properiy. He|
but one of the most
Ha never fought a
battla If which he dld not have = leg or

A Timely Gift

Renewed Every Day in the Year

E\-"ERY_man or woman who receives a holiday present of a year's sub-
| seription to THE OMAHA BEE will be reminded of Christmas and
the thoughtfulness of the giver every day until the next holiday season—-
three hundred and sixty-five days.

subscription for THE OMAHA BEE is an appropriate gift for a rela-
tive or friend and for a soldier or sailor in a training camp at home
or on the battle front “over there.”

IT bespeaks the good-will of the sender and compliments the intelli-
gence of the recipient. It is a sensible present in wartime.

sPit.qble lettgr announcing that the subseription for THE BEE is a
Christmas glft: and naming the giver, will be mailed to the person to
whom THE BEE is to be sent on the day the first copy is forwarded,

thut a
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ern dwellings.

'HERE AND THERE IN
 REALESTATE WORLD,

'Bits of Information From the
Four Winds of Interest to
the Developers of
Cities.

onter-

|
|
‘ The Real Estate board of Birming:
{lia Ata., nne of the most

with a

Tlep
SNE Clies o Ine

reputas

 out a

plur
stile

have discovered the
Muost cities lay the

the 1unk dealer,
realtors insist

the ¢liel trouble
anvention of Real

vill he held at "*!
7. 1218, and the 5t
hiave _';:.:d'.t:'.'.!'l"-! a
Fne ot 25,00 for proper entertaiti-
ment, Three thousand real estate men
are expected.

Columbuys, ., will put on at the

state  faw  groumds, January, 4
real cestate and building show, m
which all paris of the state will be
imterested. Plans for houses, liouses

themselves, plumbing, material, dram-
age, sanitation, landscape gardening,
plotting, all will have their places in
this iteresting and nnique show. The
Real Estate hoard of that city 1s back
ot this movenient.

Cleveland reports that 100 realtors
or their employves have joined the
real estate ciducation class being con-
ducted at the central Young Men's
Christian association under the au-
| spices of the Cleveland Real Estate
bivarid,

The Real Estate board of Oakland,
ltas taken up the vigorous prose-

I(.ﬁ! ‘

In an | cution of the despeilers of wvacant
incredibly short length of time the | property, This is a new idea among
article is finished and each girl feels | real estate men, Cash rewards are 6i-
that she has acconiplished sowmething
worth while. The me
good things that it 15 mmposable to
enumerate them here.

fered for wmformation leading to the
arrest and conviction of anyone dam-
aging the property under the care of
the hoard, unimproved, as well as im-
proved.

New York realtors state that fi-
nancial institutions have shut down en
makimg realty loans. They claim that
this situation is not depressing, but
has its bright side requiring the work-
mg out of sume new system to off-
set the newly developed conditions,
Fhie rental demand is most healthy,
and the real hulwark of the profes-
sional husiness of the dav. In a word
the real estate conditions show that
it a5 a buyer's market and the time
to buy 1s now,

Philadelphia announces that it s
f,u;nl_u one ol the most acute short-
ages in dwellings for rent in its his-
tory.

Youngstown, O, is still behind in
the demand for buildings on account
of the increase in population, due to
midustrial conditions,

Buffalo, N. Y., is a paradox.
Rents are higher, building materials
have doubled in prices, labor costs 33
per cent more. Yet you ean bhuy
many houses in Buffalo at prices not
greater than two years ago.

Pittsburgh is influenced by the
| great demand of manufacturing con-
cerns and plant extensions, The Jones
(& Laughim Co, has during the
last six months acquired title to
[ $300,000 worth of lands. This com-
[ pany has also been building a town,
Woodlawn, erecting hundreds of mod-
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