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War prosperity's main drawback is an excess
of striking events.

A suc :ssion of exploded German plots serve
to map the crooked trail of imperial kultur,

duce court expenses. Prohibition, in fact, seems

to be clogging the dockets with new cases sure

to pile up the court costs still higher,
———

The bootleggers keep the police busy. The
bootleggers have nothing else to do—the police
have other things to look after as well,

The test of loyalty is “America first and all
the time." For those whe dislike the spirit of the

age, the world is wide and traveling good,
——

of his energy and geniality. Stricken in the

full ﬂtu\ of usefulness and achievement makes

his passihg all the more a distinct public loss,
et e Ut

Now if Washington promises could be trans-
muted into food and fuel cuts, the high cost of liv-
ing would become as lonesome as a jobless king.

Maine is the pioneer prohibition state, so, win
or lose, the result of the plebiscite on woman
.luﬂ'raxe ought to be strictly on the merits of the
issue.

|

Advance information from the front afferd

—

Defense Sense and Nonsense. '

To the man up a tree it looks as if there were
altogether too much nonsense and foo little sense
in the recent activitives of our State Council of
Deéfense, This body is supposed to be charged
with certain definite duties in the way of promot-
ing the preparediess of the state to meet the de-
mands of existing war conditions and to help us
“do our bit" for the winning of the war.

The Council of Defense was not constituted
merely to enable its members to play for free pub-
licity for themselves or to serve their own per-
sonal or political ambitions, Passing resolutions
of self-praise or of censure on others will get
them nowhere. Denouncing the State university
for including the teaching of German in its cur-
riculum or complaining that more money is spent
by the university for instruction in German than
for economics or animal husbandry is wholly be-
side the case. The only aid or comfort the enemy
derives from this situation is that which it may
draw from the spectacle of our Council of Defense
wasting valuable time that should be employed
for real work. No one can truthfully accuse The
Bee with undue sympathy with German sym-
pathizers nor will our devotion and loyalty to
America first be questioned when we protest
against such foolishness, even though perpetrated
in the sacred name of the Council of Defense.
Cut out the nonsense and get down to business.

Sweden's Neutrality in Question.

Revelations from Argenting throw a still
stronger suspicion against Sweden's neutrality in
the war. Tts minister at Buénos Aires is accused,
of a gross breach of diplomatic privilege in act-
ing to transmit German communications under
guise of Swedish official messages. The pro-Ger-
man attitude of the Swedish government has been
from the first a matter of common knowledge and
a source of considerable embarrassment to both
neutrals and belligerents. Cordial relations be-
tween the Swedes and the Allies have been main-
tained with difficulty and two years ago an open
breach with the British governmeént was narrowly
averted. The present affair, if reports are well
founded, constitutes an unneutral act that is cer-
tain to be resented by the Allies.

Intriguing by the Germans has been notorious
and world-wide and it is not to be wondered at
that an attempt was made to entrap Argentina
into quiescencé. The tone of the disclosed notes
is so arrogant and the language employed so de-
void of tact that the Argentinians, even if recently
mollified by the promises from Berlin, must feel
much resentment at the cavalier treatment ac-
corded them. It should give them a much better
notion of what value to put on the sincerity of a
government that holds treaties to be binding only
s6 long 4s they are not bécome inconvénientes.
Pledgés made to Argentina are very much like
those given to the United States and will very
likely stand about as long. /
The most significant aspect 6f the affair will be

every assurance that the German Reichstag once | its effest on present negotiations hetween the
more will sustain its reputation as a debating | United States and Swedén as to food supplies. In

society.

The Swedish minister to Argentina guts ‘ﬂp
the defense, “In the United States they are very'
excitable” Under similar conditions would they

not be even more excitable in Sweden?
——— e

“Me and Charley” are putting the finishing
touches on “the constitution for new Poland.”
The spectacle of Europe's autocrats molding a
constitution drives a wedge of gayety through the
gloom of war.

————

The Austro-Italian sector of the war presents
the cleanest front of all. There alone glory beck-
ons to the heights and heroes pluck medals from
mountain peaks. Elsewhere warriors dig in and
l\nmvw out of sight.

. —

The forced exodus of persons who loafed
around the Romanoff throne rubs into Sweden
the irony of war. Sweden esteems Russian royals
ists about as much as a Prussian Junker loves
America and England,

—

Welcome to the building managers, in conven-
tion of their national agsociation in Omaha. They
are so accustomed to listening to the trouble
tales of their tenants that they should not be hard
to please d;:ﬂu their respite put here,

——

The secegsion of Dudley Field Malone from

the official spotlight scarcely caused a flicker

White House way of Washington.
too absorbed by more
for what can wait

saving sense of humor still abides in
more encouragement should be given

semato-ial aspirations of Mayor Thompson,
~ Strafing his rooters with German shamrocks, im-
- mature chickens and hot epithets increases the
risk of a premature frost in a campaign that would
the funny bone of all Illinois from Clark

t to Cairo.

| ——
_ The seport of the effigies of former German
heroes going into the melting pot for munition
;  glimpses the ever-increasing squeeze of
the blockade. Every article from church bells to
door knobs carrying a trace of copper has gone
the pot, even metal gutters from the wrecked
houses of France. Besides rendering a service
‘& mighty pinch the ingloricas finish of back
‘number heroes makes room ior the stock of he-

575

mw__

pleasing tale is told by Captain Crooks,
of the American bark Christine, recent!
- sunk a German submarine. The hero of it
should not be forgotten, For Captain Erlanger,
- commander of‘zhtehuttﬁ:kiull vessel, emul1ted the
mnﬁr‘ of the Mantelpiece in iteness.
4 the Christine was helqr up the sfio per and
His erew took to the'boats apnd were ordered on
f the sul ine. "Will you step into my
g ” ui:d mn rman . ﬂm. agt tg the Anéericm.
‘Nor a spider and fly invitation, as Captain
. JCME.N too much reason to fear, There was
: and Rhine wiuuA and amiable conversa-
on. “I am very fond of Americans,” Captain Er-
confessed, “and it hurts me to sink any
A to them.” Even pirates may be

e was the mildest-manuered man

s That mﬁe& ship or cut a throat,”

pt _ bad to do the first, but he
_ about taking life. On the con-
rary, e saw that the Christine's boats were well
oned before he set them adrift. Nor would
other submarine commanders could
: ¢ ties lmgnl.ed to them, al-
‘though he admitted that he had heard of such
bhings. “For my part,” he said, “I would rather
erish than commit such an atrocity.” Sing, hay,
allant captain that you are! It is a pity, for
eredit of Germany and humanity, that other
- L rine commanders do not follow his example.
~ " Nothing can make attacks upon merchantmen
But they would not arouse such world-
o i A ot Erlangert TAnd ey
er. s ger! And may
ibe’ increase! wiE

- .A:.
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this problém the incident will have gréat weight
and unlegs the Swedes can give a satisfactory ex-
planation they will gain little through the help

they have given Germany.
S——

.lplcnhttu Aboud Pcace Terms.

While the Russian internal muddle is appar-
ently becoming more and more confuged, indica-
tions are becoming numerous that Germany is
about to present some modifications of the terms
on which peace will be accepted by the Central
pawers. A speculative foredast of these terms
has been given out by Wy of Copenhagen, ténta-
tive in the extreme; bmt indicating a change of
attitude such as ‘was’t8 have been expected. It
does not, however, forecast such proposals as will
be approved by the Allies, for the German coun- |
ter-proposal does not meet requireménts laid down
as fundamental. While the status quo ante bel-
lum is not given over in its entirety, the new pro-
gram includes the restoration of Belgium and Ser-
bia and the evacuation of France; cost of the wérk
of restoration to be met by Germany from money
ohtained by sale of German colonies to Great
Britain, and Alsace and Lorraine to be set up as
independent states. Questions arising from Tr-
key and the Balkans are to be left to négotiation,
and Italia Trrendenta will be disposed of by mak-
ing Triest a free port. _

Allied diplomats profess to believe that such
terms, if proffered, are mere camouflage ‘to con-
ceal the real German purpose. In other words,
the suggestion is put out as a feeler anticipating
a further and more serious approach to negotia-
tion, From Germany comes word that the mili-
tary party still is uncompromising in its demands
and averse to any abatement of plans that-include
retention of occupied territory and indemnifica-
tion for Germany. Such an extrente attitude may
be understood as representing the aristocracy that
is certainly doomed if the war continues and
which has reached the “after me the deluge” state
of mind, Michaelis' expected reply to the pope
will show what may be expected.

In Russia the difficulty seems to be to find a
ground on which the conservatives and radicals
may meet, Kerensky is striving hard to get his
government on solid footing and has had to sacri-
fice Korniloff, who will be sadly missed in the
military councils at least. Evacuation of Petro-
grad, said to be under way, may bring the con-
fusion to something approaching a reasonable
solution.

————
Live and Let Live.

One feature of the president’s réply to the
pope’s peace note, to which commentators are give
ing much attention, is his reference to American
policy as\to commerce after the war. Our atti-
tude; according to Mr. Wilson, will be that of live
and let live. His opposition té a union or under-
standing for carrying on a post-bellum economie
warfare meets with general approval of Business
men and manufatturers. This is especially true
of dry goods men, who have been extending their
markets under war conditions. In countries
where American goods are being used, not in pref-
erence, but of necessity, some pioneer work is be-
ing done by the makers, who report good results
and a hope to hold the trade in the future. The
belief is that Aniericans are ready to meet com-
petitors in the world's markets and will not re-
quire the artificial support of a trade understand-
ing. Protection of the home market will give all
the advantage necded to develop our home indus.
tries beyond any danger of foreign rivalry. The
proposed economic union containe the germs of
another groat war and should be avoided. Ani.
mosities engendered by the present conflict will
not quiet for many years at best, and it will be
foalish in the extreme to foster them through
channels of commerce that should be open to
friendly communication. A square deal and a
free chance for all is what we are fighting for,

not to control the world's trade.
T ——

The senator's personal newspaper organ is not
in sympathy with demands upon public officers to
resign. Every one of these demands has a tenta-
cle reaching out in an uncomfortable direction.
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Dictators, Past and Present
By Frederic J. H skin

Washington, Sept. 8 —When two such eminent
citizens of the modern world as the American
Hoover and the Russian Kerensky vehemently
protest against being called dictators—and the rest
of the world goes on believing them to be such—
it is rather interesting to inquire just what is a
dictator #nd why has he fallen under suspicion.

The old Romans began the dictator business.
But the Roman dictator could not hold his power
longer than six months at 2 time. None of them
did, with the exception of Sulla and Caesar, The
Roman dictator had certain technical and pecu-
liar privileges and was hedged in with certain
rather odd restrictions, For example, he could
not touch anything in the Roman treasury; he
could not leave Italy, nor could he appear on the
streets of Rome without the permission of the
reoplc. Imagine a Latin-Americen dictator—say
he redoubtableé Cipriano Castro of Venezuela or
the haughty Porfirio Diaz of Mexico—being de-
barred from the treasuries of their native lands!
Or think, if you will, of “Food Dictator” Her-
bert C. Hoover hwmg to ask permission of the
Eeople of the United States before walking from
is office to the Whit[" House, i

Dictators, in fact, although ndt always in name,
abounded in the middle ages. They “ran” the
Italian city republics, Oliver Cromwell, who ruled
England with a rod of iron for four years, was a
dictator, The great Napoleon, as first consul,
was as powerful as a dictator as when he became
emperor,

The great world war has_revived the use of
the term in many lands. We have had Food Diec-
tators Groner and Batocki in Germany, possess-
ing absolute authority, ovér-riding any Taw, cus-
tom or private right in the matter of production,
conservation and distribution of food. The grant-
ing of abso[ut% power to such an official in_war
time has been brought about by the nécessity for

reventing waste and speculatian in food ‘supply.

he -practice of appointing such food dictators—
or “administrators,” as they are kmown in west-
ern countries—has been followed in many of the
belligerent nations.

In Russia the tremendous political, economic
and social changes brought about by the great
revolution which overthrew the Romanoffs, made
some strong central one-man authority seem the
only solution ti‘ the problem of bringing order
out of chaos, Premier Kerensky has objécted to
being called a dictator hecause, as he puts it, the
Russian people are so democratic by instinct that
they would not “stand for” such a concentration
of power in the hands of one man. Nevertheless,
he 1s willing to accept the responsibilities of dic-
tatorship if, by so doing, he can lead Russia
safely into the camp of the free, orderly, seli-
governing nations.

Any strong man in a republic ia likely to be
anathematized as a dictator. Theodore Roosevelt
was often referred to as one by his political ene-
mies, Even President Wilson is sométimes so
characterized by certain of those who oppose him.
The word dictator has been freely used in the
debates in congress during recent weeks and more
than one of 6ur public men have becndp‘ai ted out
by senatorial orators as menaces to the freedom
of our institutions, ¢ nemrn rs warningly
—-or is it perhaps only playfullyf~-refer to Mr,
Hoover as “food dictator, of. Garfield as “coal
dictator” and Mr. Vance McCormiék, the head of
the newly created exports administrative board,
as “export dictator.”

In the early days of Rome the dictator was
usually a useful personage who exercised his irre-
sponsible authority for certain specific purposes
with the aprrchnl of the people and for a certain
definite time, He was appointed to hold elections,
to celebrate the athletic games, to establish festi-
vals or to drive the nail into the Temple of Jupiter,
This last was a piece of popular superstition which
was believed to avert pestilence. The powers of
the Roman dictator were really a revival of those
of the kings who had just been banished. All
officers of state immediately passed under the au-
thority of the Roman dictator, but eontinued their
duties quictly as before.

Ar‘rcntina and Plnsuly had a number of mili-
4ary djctators who had exttaordinary careers of

wer. Juan Rosas, who lived from 1793 to 1877,
uilt up a splendid fighting force from cowboys
from the Ar&entinc ' pampr and miscellaneous
adventures, He ruled the Argentine as dictator
from 1835 to 1852, His ambition fér poweér, how-
ever, dot him into wars with Uraguay, Paraguay
and Chile and he ended his life in exilé,

Paraguay groaned under the dearol.u;n of a
digtatorghip for more than half of thé ningteenth
cantury. lGmler the Lopez—father and son—the
country was plunged into wars which left it
ul:terly prostrated. It is said that in 1870 when
thé younger Lépez was killed in battle, every male
Plrt!ulym capable of bea arms had béen
killed and the population had fallen from nearly
a .llri\iiﬂlon and a half to léss than a quarter of a
milhign. o

In considering beneficent dittators it should
be remembered: that Oliver Cromwell, that stern
Puritan, really saved England by his just, efficient
rule from anarchy at home and defeat at the hands
of the foreign enemy. /

It is interesting to recall the facts that both
Washington and t were each for a time
clothed with dictatorial powers. A piece of revo-
l%iomry war time legislation, dated December 27,
1776, begins thus: ; ‘

“The congress, having maturely considered th
present crisis, and huing perfect reliance on the
wisdgm, vigor and uprightness of General Wash-
ington, do hereby

“Resolve, That General Wadh shall be
and he is hereby :uted with full, ample and com-
plete power to—'

The resolution goes on to enumerate the thifgs
the first _Fnsldent was empowered to do as a
dictator: To raise and equip arnies, appoint offi,
cers, plan campaigns, "take whatever he may find
and pay what he regards ae rropet.'f atrest and
“copfine those who refuse continental currency or
are otherwise disaffected to the Americafi canse.”

This power Washington was to hold for six
nionths. "Happy," says the conclusion of the de:
cree- i eoun-

ting him such power, “it is for ¢
try that the general of its forces can be safely en-
trugted with the most unlimited power and neither
personal security and. lib nor gmrcrty be in
the least degree endangered thereby.

Ry the law of 1868, which provided for the
enforcement of former acts, Grant, as general of
the army, was declared to be “his own interpreter
of his own power under the law,

. Postage Not Taxation
8t. Louly Globe-I

The Eoml system is degigned for service and
its -benefits have been felt in commerce and ens
lightenment beyond anybody's power to calcu-
late. ‘It will be a sad day for the country when
the congregsional measure of our postal srstem
will be the excess of its receipts over expenditures.
The present postmaster general, even prior to
{unem‘l participation in the war, had been urg-
ng economies at the expense of efficiency, a re-
form the business community resisted with more
or less success, The medifications of passenger
train service, necessitated by the war's demands

' the transportation system, have greatly lowered

¢ efficiency of the miail service, especially on
branch lines of railway, but the public will endure
this uucomgl;inin ly, as unfvoidable. But it
would not cheerfully pay 50 per cent more for
poorer setvice,

. The entire subject of postal rates should be
eliminated from the revenue measure, for it has no,
place there. Nor would it be advisable to alter
xny of the rates, even in a srecial bill, at this time,

s Senator Weeks has well observed, raising the
second-tlass rates would be a severe, and in some
cases a ‘mortal, blow to publishers, already
affected more than any other olass by war condi-
tions. Establishing zone rates, even if limited

to magazines, would tend to destroy fagilities for
| cultivating and maintaining a national spirit, one
| of the glories and safeguards of America.

1917.

One Year Ago Today in the War.
Roumanlans won another battle and

pressed Austrians farther westward.
Germans made unsuccessful counter

attacks agalnst the French and Brit-

ish on Somme front. 1
In Omaha Thirty Years Ago. ‘

The board of public works is very
anxious to have L. J. Spitzbart of 1813
Clark street, who bought the lumber
formerly in the fence around Jeffer-
son square, come and get his property.

Miss Minnle Dye is advertising for

the réturn of a valuable cameo ring
which she lost.

Rev. C. /W. Bavidge has refurned
from the Methodist conference at Fre-
mont, He has been reappointed to his
pastorate at the Seward Street Meth-
odist Episcopal church, this making
his third year at that charge.

Mark 8enter and Tom Cahill, the
conductors who had charge of the
Unlon Paclfic falr trains, received
congratulations for thelr fine work—
not the slightest accldent octurring,
Charley 8w i ‘the | engineer, also
came in for hls share of ‘the prajse.

Rumora of a new steam motor line
to {hé suburban town.of .Florence are
takihg shape, a8 a syndicate of wealthy
capltalists have the project under ad-
visement. i,
Witiis o1 the CRbIS Tramay company

of the Cable Tramway company,
has jubt umeq% Cﬂfbhtla. as
brown as a berry-and as geod natured
A8 ever.

Excavations have been made for the
foundation of the new South Omaha
High school building and the work of
erection will commence vety soon,

The magnificent stone church now
belng erectéd on Créighton college
grounds s progressing rapldly and in
about & week it will be #o far advanced
as to allow the roofing to begin,

This Day in History.

1777—Battle of Brapdywine, in
which 11,000 _Ametricnn_s under Washe.
ington wers defeated by 18,000 British
under Generals Howe and Cornwalls.

1788—Turkey, incensed at the inva-
sion of Egypt, declared war against
Francs and jolned with its old adver-
sary, Russia.

1809—Sterling Price, governor of
Missouri and noted soldier in the Mex-
fean and ¢ivil wars; .born jn Virginia.
Died. at 8t. Louis September 29, 1867.

1810—James Pollock, . governor of
Pennsylvania anad director of the
United States mint, whose suggestion
it was that our national coihs bear the
motto, “In God We Tfust” born at
Milton, Pa. Dled at Lock Haven, Pa.,
April 18, 1880,

1841—All mémbérs 6f President Ty.
lér's cabinét, except Paniel Webstér,
resigned becauss of the Vveto of the fis-
cal corporation bill,

1907—Rlotous demonstrations

nst the Japaness took place in

ancouver, B. C,

1914—Germans crossed the Aisme
and took up entréenched posltions,

1916—Germans undér Von Hinden-
burg took Bkidel after three days’
severe battle.

The Day We Celebrate.

Dr. Alfred 8, Mattson, homeopathic
pracdtitioner, is 68. He is a graduate
of the Hahnemann Medical college of
Philadelphia. -

Dr. Stacy B. Ball was horn Septem-
her 11, 1877, at Bishp Hill, Ili., and
educated at the University of Chicago
and the medical department of the
University of Nebraska.

Dr. Willls = Taylor was born over
2: Towa just thirty-one years ago to-

V.

Most Rev. John Ireland, Catholie
archbidhop of 8t. Paul, bern in County
Kilkénny, Ireland, s¢venty-niné years
ago today.

Melvin A. Brannon, the new presi-
Iadt 0;1 Bo};i_t collega.‘:or ;t‘ J..owell.

. ffty-twe vears ago :

QGéners] Erich G. A. 8. véh Falken-
hayn, eminent (Geérman commander,
former ¢hlef of the general staff, born
i the village of Belchdu Afty-six years
ago today. ;

Henty A. Bamhﬁg,_ reresentative in
cohgresd of the Thirtéénth Indiana dlr
trict, born neat Twelve Mile, _Ind,
fifty-nine yeafs ago today.

‘Rt. Rev., Thomas J. Bhahan, reetor
of the Ontholle University of Amaerica,
born at Manchester, N. H., sixty years
4g6 today.

“Lord Inchacape, one of England's
eatest commercial magnates, born in
orfathire sixty-five years ago today.

Timely Jottings and Remin -
Birthday greetings fo Archbishop
Treland of 8t. Paul, who enters upon
his eightieth year today.
T is the 140th anniyersary of
the battle of Brandywing, in which the
Stars and Stripes wera first’carried
into battle. . !
/The annual Wyoming State falr
opens at Douglas today and will con-
tinus through the ’:’H‘;"’ﬁer' of “the

esident Wil-
Pal

ek..

By proclamation of
son certain areas of: é’'na~-
tiona] forest in Idaho and Wyoming
are to be restored to homestead entry
‘eﬁ -

iN.:;!tbrous prominent speakers are to
Rn ward at the fourth annual con-
in of the Farm Mortgage Bank-

erg' "Association of America, which is
to meet in Minneapolls today for a
R iany imporiant prablame relating

\ or r

war puo oehe%nfleﬁor consld-

T e
oty at its Afty-ffth - o e ol
tion, ;hleh opens l& today &nd
will continue until by "y

\

Storyette of the Day.

“The Germans, with their talk about
muhs a war indemnity fréom their
French and Belgian aggreéssors, res
mind me of Smythe.”

The speaker was Major ggndar
Clay, the son-inslaw of Baron Willlam
Waldort Astor, who recently spent
some time in New York As a member
of the English mission. Major Spehder
Clay continued: _

“Smythe, you know, had a cow that
was a great nuisance. Ohe day the
cow got into Jones' garden and ate
all his grass. Jones asked Smythe
what he was going to do ahout it
:1?1(1 “what do you suppose Bmythe
© Major Clay laughed grimly.

“He sent Jones & bill,” he sald, “for
using his cow as a lawn mower."—=
Whashington

SMILING LINES. -

Wife—Jow many times bave 1 teld you
mot to play poker?

Hub—But, my dear, ! won last night.

Wite—Well, why dldn’'t you say o be-
fore 7—DBuffalo Bxpress.

“Armd whal's your !dea an to salary?”

" r=—310,000 ,1f I give satlstaction
and, smay §5,000 if 1 don'i."—DBrewning's
M ne.

“There's one 1 will say for our national

snthem.” &
"What's that ™
“It's » Eobd lhlng the tune Isa't as ha
to remember as the words are' —Delrol
Fres Press. . ,
“Officer, why did you arrest this motore
3

“Busplcions actlons, your honor. He ‘was
within the speed Hmlts, sounding his horn
properly and_ trying to keep on the right
side of the dtreet.”—Philadeiphia Bulletin. |

The Bocts
Lellor 5

Pleads for the Squirrels.

Omaha, Bept. 6.—To the Editor of
The Bee: 1 read a letter from Mr,
Frank Agnéw in The Beée, and I must
confess that the tone of same In my
mind was somewhat of a Surprise
4s I have read many letters from Mr.
Agnew which were full of good féelihg
and good sense, but I cannot sy as
much for his letter of yesterday af he
expressed a desire for the destruction
of one of nature's cleverest and pret-
tiest products “the bunny.”

Not only does Re advise thé destruc-
tion of this pleasant dispositioned lit-
tle animal, but he seéeks to deéstroy it
through the most cruel manner con-
celvable, by exterminating it through
the medium of school boys and sling-
thotk. Mr., Agnew will surely admit
that it Is not cohsistent with humane
Instinets to premote murderous char-
acteristies in young boys by instruct-
Ing them to go to it, wield the sling-
shot, maim, cripple and kill all the
squirrels and sparrows in the parks
and élsewhere just because they de-
stroyed somé of the prize walnuyts on
his pet tree, when In fact, the walnut
tree ig a much greater menace to the
public than most any other form of
follge, helng alive with ereeping
caterpillare at certain times of the
year, and is the breeder of a multi-
tude of insécts which are a menace
to vegetation and health.

8ome people are, of course, ready
to step on an ant hill everw time they
get the chance, are ready to kick a
dog just because he appears to be a
tramp, but let them remember that
it 18 not the little squirrel nor the
tramp dog nor the little sparrow that is
80 destructive to individual and pub-
lie interest, but it is the boys whe have
been raised where inhuman treatment
of animals was permitted, and the de-
struction of birds and their nests was
made a pastime, which served to har-
den their hearts to crime and theft,
end later they have grown to disre-
gard everything but selfish interests,
and unless halted id their progrees by
the laws of the land or their con-
sclence bécome & mentce and gbstruc-
tion in elvil life. I say 18t the-little
squirréls live. L. A. DILLAVOU.
1820 Dodge street.

Loyalty and Citizenship.

Oxford, Neb., Sept. 4 —To the Edi-
tor of Thé Béa: Under the caption
“Plea for Toleratign,” and over the
glgnaturé “Ameérican”, a man or
woman writes in The Bee what might
be meant for a protest against our
state council of defense in its expo-
sure of disloyalty, It Is true as this
writer says, that one should not array
gentiment agalnst loyal citizens8 be-
cause they were born in what Is now
an enemy country. It ls just as trueé
that our défense board has shown no
deglre to do that thing, nor ik there

any concerted individual action to ac-|

complish that purpose,

Layal citizéns of German birth aré
loved &nd respected and they and their
sons are touching elbows with all
good citizéns In the defénse of Ameri-
f"‘ lives and ts

hén should Ifstyled “American”
waot This writer saya going to éx-
!rernu may lead to disloyalty and in
he next Breath télls us that loyal
citizena of foreign birth deserve our
regard more than eitizens by thé ac-
cldént of bitth. Certainly this—is a
very extreme statement. A good citl-
zen of forelgn birth stands on an
equality with the good native bhornm,
and he who would exalt one above
the other or create a prejudice be-
tween them is decidedly in the wrong.
But when native born citizens of these
United States are called accldents, ex-
treme has réached its bounds and is
not exceeded by the kaiser, who be-
lleves that all governments but his
are accidentls, while his has the sanc-
tion and tnership of the Almighty.

This writer over “American” would

have us believe that the court records

prove that German people stand pre-

eminently above native born citizens in
the matter of law observance. That is
simply rot, which shows the bias of
the writer. Our Gérman born citl-
zens are no bétter and no worse than
native horn. We are justly in this
war with Germany; she has murdered
our women and children, ignored our
demands thdt such murdets must pot
be repeated, and trampled under tgot
intérnational law as well as all laws
of humanity. None more than our
citizens of Geérman birth should re-
jolcé that our rights ard to bé vindi-
cated and noné morée than théy
should desire the speedy succesas of
our Armies. Germany regards this

cless of our citisens as deserters and |’

traitors to the fatherland and cer-
tainly is'not entitled to any sympdthy
from them in this war,

A. C. RANKIN,

— g
Minneapolis Labor Congress,
Omaha, Sept. 7.—To the Editor of
The Bee: I trust that the affairs at
Minneapolis have a tendency to show
some sincere but misguldéd friends of
the labor movement, as well as other
ecohomic reformers, what a mistake
they hayve been’ making. I éntirely
second the statements of Russell and
others that every movement of what-
ever gharacter made today prétending
to be for péace I8, either conselously
or unconsciously, in the Interest of

erican rights, Why || s

the kaiser. As such {t follows thal
evéry such move must mean & pro-
longation of the war, an addition to
the number of the slaughtered among
onr boys, more weeping wives and or-
phaned childrén, more of our people
frought to mourn. 1If this statement
be true, anfl I cannot concelve of a
successful refutation of it, our citizens
have & right to looK upon every such
move.as 2 move of the enemy.

it i not and it -has not been true
that “single taxers,” as a correspond-
ent infers, are opposing thig war. Louis
F. Post, the dean of all single tax-
¢rg, the founder of thd Public, as well
as that paper itself, now owned. by
Mrs, Fels, and the Singlé Tax Herald
all are working to the utmost in back-
ing the government In its enterprise.
The ablest and most unanswerable ar-
ticles I have seeh defending the pol-
ley of conscription as against depend-
ing upon the volunteet system have
been written by Mr. Post. There is
in thié county but one single con-
spicuous single taxer who has shown
his opppsition to our government.
That is Daniel Kiefer, formerly c¢hair-
man of the Fels fund comimission, and
hé Is so bécause hé i pro-German. I-
happen to know also, for'1I have seen
the correspondence, that hid action
has been repudiated by practically
every leading singlée taxer in the coun-
try.
Single taxers are primarily peace ad-
vocates, because they understand per-
haps better than any otHer students
the fundamental causes of wars, They
are, however, fundamental democrats,
and they are ablé to perceive the féun-
dation of democratic governménta.
When they see thése foundations at-
tacked, as they have be attacked
by the German kaiser, there i néver
a2 doubt as to where they will stand
In defense of them. .

James H. Barry, editor and pub-
lisher of the San Francisco Star, Dr.
Eggleston and W, 8. U'Ren, the two
leading Slngle taxérs of the Pacific
coast, and Willlam Marion Reedy, edi-
tor and publisher of Reedy's Mirtor,
8t. Louls, all are ardent champions of
our cause. In fact no one can men-
tien a single leading single taxer of
the country, with the one exception I,
have mentloned, who has not taken/
from the very beginning of this war
substantially the samé position I have
taken—unqualified support of our gov-
ernment in Its course,

I am a champion of free speech and
a free press, but I insist that those
who exercise these privileges shall also
understand the obligation that accom-
panies them—to be responsible for
what they speak and write. If they
ecannot understand this respondibility
they are unfit to exercise the right.

’ L. J. QUINBY.

AROUND THE CITIES.

Argentina has built near Bahiz Blancs the
Iargest dry docks in South America, eapable
of handling the dresdnoughts of its mavy.

An inventor has patented a fly trap to be
attached to any window scheen, bait luring
insécts into a receptacle holding poison.
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