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From the First Omaha Fam

It's & far ery from the first family

botel in Omaba to the Blackstone—

the Intest one.

The frst family hotel in this city
was the St Nicholas. They called it|
“family” becauss everybody, """']
and all, slept In the same room in bad
weather. In good weather the mm|
folks all went outside and slept under |
the wagons or wrapped in their
blankets, with nothing over them but
the sky. -

When that botel, the St Nicholas,
was completed, all guests came in A
wagon or on horseback. They couldn't
{ake & train because there was po rail
road closer than the Miesicsippl river.
They couldn't take a troliey car be
cause they bad not been Imvented
They ecouldn’t walk from ihe pearest
town because there wasp't any near
est.town; they were all far away.

The St. Nicholas could be plcked up,
bodily, house, chimney and all, and
put over in one corner of the Black-
stone's office. In fact, the Bt Nich
olas could be placed In the writing
rootn at the Blagkstons and there
would be sufficient roosa left on all
sides for m procession of those who
used to lve at the earlier hotel to
pass round and roynd the snclent
L:flding.

The St. Nicholas stood st Twelfth
and Jackson stroets, It was Omaba's
first hotel. 1t was bullt of cottonwood
MI.culuuthomdmbnlldlnl
and iis one room was just sixteen by
elghteen feel.

A Difference In Frame.

All the building material yaed In the
BL Nicholas would scarcely bulld a
single room of the modern Blackstone.
The Blackstone has §27,000 worth of

in its frame, The old St Nich
olas didn't have any frame st all. A

Nook in Blsckstons Lobby. The Painting in the Ploture Is “The Nead of
e airins. by Charios ‘stuart

' | light
glo

St. Nicholas bedding was somewhat
different, The “ticks" were filled |
with sweet-scented hoy, If there were |
any sheets, that foct has been forgot- ' e
ten, mow. The bedstead was home- ' fiud
made. It was in one corner of the
room where It would not be in the way
of the cook, the walter, the diners or |
the dancers. ! :

They sometimes had a dance at the
BL Nicholss, It was not of the
cabaret kind, either. Just plain dance.
The music was made by an old fiddler.
The duncing was done on the floor of [N
the one room snd the furniture must |
b2 moved back ngainst the wall,

Now, when they go to have a dance
in the Blackstone hotel, the propost
tion Is an entirely differsnt one. There |
are two or three dapcing rooms and (f
if the crowd of dancers ls Inrge enough
they adjourn to the big banquet and
dencing hall on the elghth floor. The
orghestra balcony of thls room is |
Iarger than the whole of St. Nicholas |
hotel. * 't

When n guest of the St Nicholas
hotel wanted to wash his face, he gol
the tin washpan, flled It with water [
from the bucket and wenl to it. If he
wanted a bath, he went down to the
Mispourd river and got it. If it was
winter time, he didn't want a bath,

They do things differently at the §
modern Blackstone. Every apartment
bas an enamel Invatory with hot and
cold water all the year, And the tiled
bathtubs are things of beauty and con-
venience,

After dinner, at the St. Nicholny [|i3
family hotel, the guests went outside, ||| B8
lighted their pipes and leaning back |||
In homemads split-bottom chairs
smoked until thme to go to bed. The
one little candle afforded by the hotel |
people did not even turn the night inta =
twillght, much less_Into the brilliant |
sunshioe of the flaming are or the soft | »
of the indirect Ineandescent

ily Hotel to the Latest. a Bi

¢ Change

pleasure of its guests
It's & far cry from the first family

Il |hotel in Omuha to the Blackstone—tha
fl | latest one

A Corner of One of the Dlackstone rurty Kovms vu e t:q-ith Floor.

There wera no newspapers

por magazines similar to those fur-|in the west and the stars came nut
nished the guests of the Blackstone; After tbat, there was nothing to do
there was no house library, [Instead |but to retire. The guests had to go
of the music of the house orchestra,|lo bed in self-defense. Thers was
there was the evening song of tiie coy- | nothing else to do. In those days, In
ote from the hills as the light faded | Omaha, the night was made to slesp

In. Guests of the St. Nicholas family
hotel apuld not run out to one of the
clubs, go to the movies, go up o the
musiec room, the lounging room, the
billiard room, the rool garden, or the
many other places provided by the

In Omnha—or the west

HCW THE DIFFERENT
FLOORS WERE PLANNED
FOR FAMILY USE

from Page I'wo.)

’Bmcnwnu for the entertalnment and
|
!

(Continued

The roof has
w0 mreh effect. At the porth end s
A small nook of a roof garden; at the
south end, the orchestral balcony. The

| | small lounping room Is only 16x82 feet,

but the larger lounge is 47x23 feet.
Each of them bas nn open fAreplace
nnd mantel.

Al the south end Is the party room
| 20524 feat,-where the ladies may hold
thejr receptions,
| There's o sods fountain up here—
|and & refectory. where light lunches,
| pastries and confections may be se-
cured.. A sorvice kitchen !s one of
| the equipments of the top Aoor.
i And the basement; you must see the
basement before you leave the bulld-
Ing, where they make cold alr, cold
wuler, lce, ste. Bee the big refrig-
aration ooms with their milk, cream,
frults, meats, elc. See the lnen
«rooms, the laundry, the paiot shop, the
carpenter shop, the storage rooms for
the residents of the building, the fif-
1ean Tooms for the servants, the ser-
vants' dining room, kitchen and reo-
reatlon rooms, See the big baking

great
oven. There ia a billiard room with
three tables und a barber shop.

The heating plant is in an entirely .
separate bullding where none of the
lisat, smoke or dust can intarfers with
the pleasure and comfort of the resi-
dents of the hotel.

When Solomon said “There ig noth-
ing new under the sun,” he bad not
seen the plans und specifieations of
the Blackstone. For the Blackstone
|s naw. There is nothing like it

i | rooms, the pasiry rooms, the

ing just sbout teen months. Bat
the DBlackstone pomewhatl more
elaborate than was Omaha's “finest”
and "only,” in those days.

The St. Nicholsa didn't have &
kitchen stove, All the cooking In the
eulablishment was done over Lhe conls
In the ficeplace. That's the way they
cooked the bear meatl, antslope,
the venison, and the buffalo hump.
They had two or three pots and ket
tles, & big coffes pot and a frylng pan
that was somatimes used as A wash
basin if the little oneroom hotel hap-
penad to be crowded. And It dldn't
take many ts to crowd It, either,
Imagine chef at the Bluckstone
planning his dinmer with nothing but
the utensils of the St. Nicholas In
which to prepare It
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DBaked potatoss—baked In the ashes
—gorn pans, black coffee swestened
with New Orleans sugar, and an
sbundance of wild meat. That was
\he usual meénu of the St Nicholas
dining room. Just compare that with
& menu from the Blackstone's dining
room. But It would take an expert,
the head chef of the Blackstone, for
Instanes, to explain the difference. Bo
don't try to compare them, Get (he
chef to explain to you,

And the dishes. 'They had a set of
tin plates and also = pet of “iron
stope” china at the Bt Nicholas.
There were some tin cups and some
iron stone cups. The china was used
on special occaslons, but not often. It
cost almost s welght in gold to
freight china out to the new eountry.
And there was too much danger of
breaking a plece, even though the
ware was 4 quarter of an Ineh In
thickneas,

What would be the resalt if the
ghost of thevold cook at the Bt, Nich-
olaa should get (oto the modern
Blagkutone and placs the ancient
"ghina"” on the tables in place of the
elaborate table ware which In used In
the modern first-class family hatel?
There would probably be & riot.

And the beds. Thete were two In
the one room of the 8t. Nicholas hotel.
One fitted under the other and daring
the day time was pushed beneath it |
They called it & “trundle” bed, becauss
It could be trundled underneath the
other ane and gotten out of sight. 1t
was the original disappearing bed of
the trans-Missourl reglon.

Hundreds of Beds.

The Blackstons has hundreds of
beds, most of them of the disappear
ing kind, yet others are regular mahog-
any beds of the latest models. Black-

slone matiresses, mﬂm and bedding
are of the very Intest shultary sort,
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One of the Corridor Davenports in the New Blackstone.
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| | PioneerGlass and Paint Co.

‘Phone

“GROWING WITH GROWING OMAHA"

Pioneer Glass and Paint Co.

' Furnished and Installed ‘
All Glass for the

Blackstone Hotel

We Are Also,General Distributors for
Pratt & Lambert’s Products

438" Preservative--''61"’ Floor Varnish
“Vitralite,”” Long Life White Enamel
» Zouti “‘Safety’’ Store Front Construction
Benjamin Moore & Co.’s

: Pure Linseed Oil Paint,
Sani-Flat and Muresco
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 “GROWING WITH GROWING OMAHA"

“The House of Personal Service” |
Douglas 433 15th and Davenport Sts.

“GROWING WITH GROWING OMAHA"

WITH the opening of Omaha’s newest hotel, the
Blackstone, another name is added to the long list of public build-

ings that have been furnished and decorated throughout by the Orchard &
Wilhelm Co.

In its splendid lobby, in its beautiful dining room, in its luxurious
lounging rooms, in its corridors and its many perfectly appointed suites
is seen the completeness of the work of the artists and the artisans com-
prising the corps of decorators that are a part of the Orchard & Wilhelm
organization. ' X

The task of furnishing a hostelry of the magnitude of the Blackstone
is not merely one of selecting harmonious carpetings, hangings, furniture
and wall coverings. It is of utmost importance that the expenditure be
confined to a sum that will not jeopardize the possibility of profitable re-
turns on the total investment. And more, the character of the furnishings
must be such as to demand only a reasonable outlay for future replenish-
ment.

Such are the problems in the furnishing and the decoration of build-
ings like the Blackstone, the Scottish Rite Cathedral, the University Club,
the Fontenelle and many others.

‘You see in them the completed work, you are privileged to judge how
well it is done. Permit us to suggest that you consider the desirability of
this store’s undertaking your own home’s decoration.

Orchard & Wilhelm Co.

414-416-418 South 16th Street
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