Twelfth Episode---Into the Pit

CHAPTER XXIIL
The Hell-Cats
When, i ever, the blography of
John Burton, tenth marquis of Castle-
ton, 1t written, his adventure with the
gang of notorious criminaly known to
the police and Lo newspujwr rejorters
as the "Heli-cats” will probabiy bulk
large in thut interesting und exciting

-

In the first place, it wos through
thelr instrumentality that he hud met
Grace Coe, an event frunght with the
utmost signifcaice W his future life;

, he contrived 1o get himself

e i wosalts Dhics eracy
w resu whic

proved ‘duﬁutrau- on more than one

The affair began o quiectly that no
one could have suspected |ls oxiraor-
dinary cutcoms.
was seated in his study, soing through

some business papers, vwhen hin vaiet
lluonc«l that a poor vvoman wished
to see him. Huriun al once EaVE an
emphatic refuinl. Ho had
hl!‘ since that philunthropy, If I
14 o reasonab.y mu cowiul, must
m llen; business jin uny all wpe-
for his nssistines were stridght-

. o

e
-

Isarned

b

tary, wao elther |nve tigated them
in perscn or made ingiiries through
one of (he many chariiable assocha-
tiona In the clity. By thix mena the
young nulllon alte vas sived, at leust,
fram derrnright swindlive.

The survant woa leay o7 Lie room
when It became ovidint taat the
would-be vieit ¢ refused Lo by dealed.
Bhe had croied 1ae hadl ond was
striving o eader the toudy without
further nnnosnees ol

Moreover, Juhn lind ‘ieard a soft,
well-spoken voli s paying tearfully:

I am mure if unly  Mr. Horton
n!l rurmr und e my muther he

halp her. There In ne one in
lﬂ this iarge cliy wore diserving of
ot

Bitter experience  should  have
taught Turton that the more plausi-
bla the story the greatar chance there
wme that It mighi be bised on deeelt
But he never rould refuse the pppeal
A& Woman  so, vt dne LisT ming
bade the viuivl 'uluw the applicant
tn enter. Yeb some fevpoe of pru-
dence having bern rmm] on him by
oventn, he po wooner wiw that the
comer was young and good look-
than he made a veorct slgn which
md the servant t. rernine within

'!"M girl, who win very poorly
L3 .|m wemm: l: ::I— ||1t hl tut;’ua

genu'ne miwery, toid him that her
name wis Blanche OriMn,

"My mother has hesn broken down
by anxiety and (Lness" she explained.
*Mather died two years ago, and my
brother s In n hosplinl, having heen
g ty injured wihile ot work In a

factory, Wo  have ' really
hard, Mr. urlum 1o kesp body
‘soul tmther. ut my mother

i have our
'|- utu- hmlly twu oa investl-
Eﬂ les who coine sround
outeasts simply bo-

fnuu M overtakan them."
u'l’le lea was nolhing new lo John,
.
Aamcng

term ‘slum work' 1t

often found l direst want

pocr, u:h:n of the ehisf difloulties
i 1o,

E

alums, m It Is hard on broken-

our ilillt that we have to live
ple that they should
honest and Industeious

m vrll.h lils  mifater's
regretled the softe
which memed to
to W munh trwblc.

formed a
on of lllnuhc Uril-
. A

m at n.tl He

} m well nouriahed,
besn tinted, and
traces of miuke-

master and the
crossed the uvenue und
they ware
overdressed
o have been

a8 her moths
m highly Improb-

working cliaas pnop!-

at all
it M to mat these
In took hie huu?nd tul-
Blanche. On turn-
saw them walk-

Nnd lho flashily
mﬂt—unn with a
the vilet

oriminal

S8 s, B

ey

Rellly. "He'n one

told me

that they have
tow." i3

“u'."u

llua’

oo " uld
umtlaﬂ.

their decoy.

ﬁg “l' “l. -t‘
“' cried the | or
w' John
”“'

with & yarn | n

f.

e moraing John

way referred to a truntworthy secre-

In| over the ll.mm o

had parted from
n and was waiching the
oyes us the man

th- street after

pm omn.

that fellow, BHIT" inquired | th

iﬂli known ns Woﬁ:n
o

~men among the Hell-cats,

Instantly grow very wide

h: he .lnn mean hy a

some
cltuw w u s

| find a cop, an’ tell hita just what you
have told me. There's no use in him
‘and you coming &lone, He must ring
up the station house and get Lhe re-
1nrnn squad  along,  And, hurry!
| When the Hell-cits mean business
they put in quick action!™
Meanwhile, Joehn Hutton was bolnx
entertained by Rlanche to n moving |
slory of hardship and disiress, un-
alleviated by n solitary glenm, of |lﬂ|-H
Jor happinesa  Had John been wlsr |
he might have hmu rendered caulions
by this vory The poor are not |
unhappy. They rmu.ke light of llnlr
rivations: mnnu few wanis, they
ave equally few desires. The mers
habit of living from hand to mouth

=

which is by no means indieative of
wretchness, It 18 almost safe to say
that there i more real joy end con-
tenil in meny o hovel than in & king's
palace

Be that as It may, John wns soon
undeceived. His companion led him
into n tumble-down tensment.  After |
traversing rickety stalrs and  dark,
ovilssmelilpg pheaages be found him-

welf In & large and very well-lighted
room.  Hii gulol ears cnoght the elivk
of o leck, and he turned to usk the

irl why she wasn thus securing the
oor, when he become conscious that
wevernl men had  entered
other doors, apparently leading
hed-rovms ur clopeta

‘Gne ginnoe at the nesrest rutflan
told Hurton how “outragesusty he had
hesn swindled. Without o wspolen
ward ha jouped toward the Acor and
endonvored o open the lock, bellev-
ing that if he could only gain the nar-
ruw parsage hie might be able 1o fight
him way ont.

Tw his surpries, the door opened in

10

+ medind, and Aung himsslf at Hor-
tin's neck.

was grabbed by a dowen hands und
pinned ngainst: o wall,

He tad never bafore set syes on |
such o lonthsome crew oy the men

and drink. The low forehend,
wulf«llhe Jaw,

cate, who, indecd. must have boeen |
named by an urtist in oriminal nomens;
ol furo
Two-CGun Jake relinquished his hold
when Rl asulstants weie able to ske-
vure Johm without his halp.
8o, you are the wise gy who goss
wraund fMnrhing dollar bilin for the
benent wf the deserving poor?®™ ha
gufawed loudly. “Well, 1| guess
there's no rhe more in need of your
Kind . help than this yer criwd. e're
goin’ to trouble you, Mr. Borton, for
ten thousand plunks, That's vur price
—=notl & cont less, An' moke no min-
take, you're goin' to pay and kllap "
shut mouth afterwsard, or we'll in-
crease your welght by several ounces
of 'Fvnd moljd lend. Now, what's It to
A friendly settlement, or the
nlhrr thing?'
Lyrton did not reply at once. He
was trapped and knew it He looked
nimost compassionately at the “gir!
who had dwo‘yad Bim to this den, and
ahe Aunhed violently under his plere-
ing ., He notced that o wizened |
old hnr was now ndm; by Blunche

entalls a careleas juggling with fate

through |

hin face, und Two-Gun  Jake sntered, |
The gun-man ook in the situation In

John wns momentarily |
spumpered by this unexpected wenull |
Hufore he cyuld recover himself he|

“nte whose clutches e hod  fulien, |
ol fae bure the Imprees of -L‘rlrl'lei
the
the reveding chin, eyes |
baleful with lust and avarice—these
were the features common to the Hell-

-
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“FHIS WOMAN LURED ME INTO THE TRAP,” EXCLAIMED BURTON.

| the police

| erution of

might easily have eventuated in mur-
der. 8o they went away having taken
full detnils of the affuir from Its In-
tended vietim, and Reilly slipped out
of the office soon nfterwards 1n orde
to chunge his clothes and remove|
fromi his face and hands the evidences |
of that breathless struggle.

Burton was therefors left slone with
Grace Coe, the valet having gone witl
It was the first time thi
two had met, and John, finding him-
sell in the company of a charming
young woman whosa life was devoteo
to philanthrople effort, expounded the
theory which possessed him like o
pightmare. |

“I do not agree with you Mr, Bur- | ¢
ton,” she answered, "My experience
of life leads to & directly opposite con-
cluslon. 1t s nothing new to me to
hear such views, however, because my
own father holds that {1 |s {mpossible
to reform & eriminal, but I am ocer-
taln that this terrible verdict on man-
kind 18 both unjust and uhwarranted
by the fucts. Why, you owe your life|
today to Bill Rellly, a notorious bur-
glar who has committed numerous
erimes and has served several terma
In the penitentiary!"

John was decidedly taken aback by
the girl's vigorous defense of her pro-
tege. He smiled, and did not reply at
once. Looking around the trim of-
fice, with its businessllke equipment
and priactieal alr, he declded to  in-
vestignie Miss Coe's theoriea

“l @mm Interested in settlement
work,"” he sald at last. "1 have sgeen
something of it already—under dif-
ferent conditions—and would like to

learn your methods. May I come
occaslonully and help you?"
Grace blushed prettly. Not every

day did she recelve offers of nmilstance
from young and good-looking million-
nires

“We are always glad of the co-op-
earnest-minded people,”
she sald simply, and John liked her all
the more that she did not accept his
services too readily,

Oddly enough, Grace's convictions
were testod seversly that very night
Infuriated by the fallure of his ut-
tack on Burton, Two-Gun Jaoke re-
salved to breéak into the Coe's home
and rvifle It of money and jewels,
Blanche Griffin was his tool. When
he had forced n window und seen that
the coast was clear he helped his con-
federate Lo enter Grace's boudoir.

The girl was nctually coliecting n

Burton would probably have
gurded the mun's threal
bluff, but BUI Rellly knew better, and |
reilized that If the young milllonniee's
WUfe wus to be saved he must act four-
lesnly, and at once.  Rusking nt Two-
Gun Jake, he spun the mun off his
feet with n very sifective upper-out. II

This sssaplt com ng from such an
unexpecied quarter, momentinrily
stupefied the Hellocnts, gnd the men
holding Buorton relnxoed their grip. A
a resuit, Juhn reguined his feet. and
was thus able to heip Reilly In  the
furlous struggle which new becke out,
because Jake was the first to under-
stind Reilly's strategy, and prnl':;{t!!
called on his assocluies to  put
truitor “out of business.”

re-

“He's only playin' for time! he
r:lltd.l “Gu to It boys, an' get both
of ‘em!"

The murvel wan that revolyers were
not. used; pousibly wome sense of real
and Insunt danger withheld the gang
m:m orenting more nolse than was

Grimn's side, an nllr rinnti
which m:."‘w&“:?.?;‘::
Joﬂl hnd & festing | g

t\'ery eﬂ'orl nowever, to overcoms the

ry. They put forth

two men, and Hurteh could only see
tie tagl of bis eye that his un+

tht mm:.

L the wirl was secretly
nlurnod of her ﬂuu'u In the work. Ile
ndu\ o tempol

"It lim hsu N
wenne,” he -ld. 'you munt know quite
well that even & man reputedly
wonlthy does not carry large sums of
money In his pocket. Moreover, If 1
nend to my bank for any such amount
as that which you demand, there will
gortainly be an investigation hefore it
in handed over to your messenger,
Now, I ynu will be reasonable I am
willing to help you—aven by r urchas-
Ing my freedom If 3ou Insist on put-
ting It that wiy—but 1 must warn
¥ou that you are simply courting
disaster by anking for such a pre-
punterous figure

“¥au ean chuck that here and now,"

» cofimbn

broke In Jake, Hercely. “All you've
guf to do, mister, is to -l:no your check,
or wend for your ehu:k ok it It lsm’t

Qo through

in your pocket * *
him!" he went on, wmn & truculent
wlen to the othern, Let's see how he's
Axed. We munst have that money this
moraing &n’ ho'll soon be glad to gat
it here.”

A feroclous grin on the man's face
showed that he meant exactly what
ho said, He would stop short of no
vile means to enforce his demands. Of
course, Hurton should have ylelded
forthwith and trusted to the law to
avenge hin wrongs, but his gorge rose
at the netlon that thesoe rufMans
should be able to plunder him with
impunity, and he rlsked everything on
n new and desperate effort to free
himmelf,

Thysleally, he was a matoh for any
thren among them, but It was o fool-
ish thing o tueklo 4 doren des-
R‘radum any one ‘of whom might

ye put A summary end to the af-
fulr by knife or platol

Two-Gun Jake wns evidently afrald
that something of the sort might hap-
pen. As John we t down wunder
combiped nttnek he heard the lead-
er'n warning yall:

‘Ple Mim up, the swine, but
hurt him too much.
nothin' dend."

(.‘!L\m XXX,
The Vendetia,

The flght hnd ended and Burton was
Iying on tho floor, helpless in the grip
of his assallunts, when the gang wis
wartled by an Imperative knock on
the door which communicated with
o maln entrance. Whoever It waa
thal thus demanded admittance, he
or she was not only in o great hurry,
but knew the Hell-oals’' secret code,
w0 the door was thrown open without
stnr heaitation, and Bill Rellly rushed

“‘l’ou ve got to quit, boya!" he
shouted, * be quick about 11, ak the
enw will have this place surrounded

in Just ten seconda.”

Now, Reilly's past record was bad
enough. or uanu h, acoording to
the paint of view he hearer, that
® |any warning from hl.l lips should be
listened to with respect. It wans true
he had not been ween of late in his
accustomed haunts, but It was nothing
naw for a member of tHe gang to re-
tire from nulity fnr several months,

period, In fact, oa
I. !cm ht dalcmlue-—ud then
"njt.dn the le aa though time were

Hnt '!'wa-Onl Jnho m not minded

Isperse  without
mnk md g thm

n:ﬁl man was noted for the cal-
lml brutality with which he would
wrnk #pite on any victime who dis-
Inted him in the matter of monaey,
a had been known (o Teave for dead
Lan unfortunate bank messcoger whoee
wallet produced onty elghty dollars in-
stead of the elghty th
the thief had expocled.
‘s now, and stooped

s Burton

fan't
H¥s  worth

ousind which

mw‘lod vindic-

onds o decide what

Aade

nat Bur-

cops are comin'; you've
or this knife will be

known rescuer was making o gallant
ﬂ[hl against overwhelming odds.

too, was about to collnpre again
the united “kitack op
five men, whenthe door was burst
open, and & number of police In umi-
form apleared.

The fight stopped then and there, of
course. The sule intent of every ras-
cal among the Hell-cats now was Lo
save his own skin, so the room emp-
tied an though by maglc except those

| Rurprise, since

= “Don't ask me

Of vourse, he was able to gain ul
Uk w shoer | alight respite by reason of his knowl- | respect was completlv spoiled by the

wdge of the famillar but intricate
turns in the Settlement building. Thun.
he dashed into the office used by Miss
Uracee Coe & few reconds In advance
vf the hue and cry.

The sirl looked up with an air of
her trusted ssaistant
wis nol in the habit of entering so
unceremoniounly.

fo explain now,
mina," he punted brokenly. “I'll make
everything clear in & minute or two.
Hide me frgm the police! Tell them
I'm nout here. It's all right, miss; it
lo, really!"

He could say no mora. The girl
had to declds in an instant, but she
lnced lmpliclt trust in the man, and

usually kept a macintosh and some

spara clothing in case of bad weather.

A pollceman deshed In and naked
her If she had seen & man whom he
deseribed hurriedly, amd  who obvi-
ounly could be none other than

,"N."p}p. d, on the spur of the
o‘ﬂ. ﬂr‘m not here.’ ®
The policeman, however,
comud peryon, ‘mnd not to be put off

his by ‘amy woman's. wilea
“l m afrald I'll have to  search,
miss" he aald firmly, and, after o

guick glanes around the room, tore
open the clofdt door,

MRellly's subterfuge war now at an
end. He must either fight or yield.
He might have endenavored to trip the
policemnn, and seek o new refuge,

e him enter acloset in which she!

when any chance of success in this

appearance of other officers

Grace, however. Intervened. She
| plnced her hand on the policeman's
| arm and sald earnestly:

“1 am sure this man has done noth-
ing wrong., He ls one of my most
ioyal helpern.”

“Can't help that. miss,” said the po-
licemnn gru . “We caught him on
the job. If he's honest why did he

gument Wwas unanswerable.
Rellly was handouffed forthwith, and
would have besn led away in durance
vile had not Burton come In with the
valet.. Of course, Johm recognized
immediataly the man whose vallant
intervention had saved him from seri-
ous Injury If not from death itself.

“Why,” he cried In smazement,
“this chap is on our aide. He helped
me at a eritionl moment, If he had

not fought with the utmest courage
I would have had o knife between
my. riba"

The pollce looked surprised, ns wall
they might, but Burton expliined
matters #o locldly and Grace Coe's
tribute 10" Reflly’s character was so
vonvineing thnt they had no option
Lt to reloase the prisener,

They saw, loo, that they must not
rite him as a witness, because his np-
pearance In behalf of the authorities
would practically comdemn him to
denth, His testimony was not really
needed, since they themselves had
caught the gang while actually en-
gaged In a kidnaping outrage which

number of valuables when she upset
g vase, and was surprised by Crace,
who walked in from her bedroom and
1“\. {tehed on u light

Instead of screaming for help ahe
| eaught the would-be thief by the arm,
spoke to her kindly, and soon brought
tears tgp Blanche's eves.

Jake, withessing this scene from the
garden, was so astounded by it that
he neglected his own job and was
grabbed by a patrolman, who straight-

~"

DABenaFBanze
SANATORIUM
Lot T
This institution is the only one
in the central west with separate
buildings situsted in their own
ample grounds, yet entirely dis-
tinct, and rendering it possible to
classify cases. The one building

being fitted for and devoted to the
treatment of non-contagious and
non-mentgl diseases, no others be-
ing admitted; the other Rest Cot-

tage being Juizned for and de-
vnted to the exclusive treatment
of select mental cases requiring
for a time watchful care and spe-
cial nursing.

! way brought him into

the lighted
room.

Grace, however, was true to her
orinciples  She denounced the pollce-
san and literally dumfounded Jake
y decluring that Blanche was her
mald!

The result was that Jake was set
| at liberty, and Grace kept the dis-
credited Blanche in the house as her
guest. HBlanche Grifin was so ovar-
come by this treatment that she prom-
Ised to reform and undertook to cut
herself adrift from the Hell-cala
Torthwith.

Thus far things had gons well, but
| tha day's doing had sown the seeds
uf future mischlef, and John Burton

a8 destined m‘rm;d;rl t&rma and
\fr.'r bitter proof o 20!
humanity was in the Grip o ? mu.
even as his meeting with Grace Coe
had ‘brought to him the realization
that there was something of good In
the world,

(End of Twelfth Episods.)
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corsets, ask for and in-
sist on seeinga Redfern.

They are unusual
models of the rare qual-
ities that have made the
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whether back lace or
front lace.
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who had been grlpmd by the offlcern
of the law at the first onnet,
Burton noted In o daged sort of way
that the man who had taken such risk
In order to help him had disappeared
with the reat. i t
He could not understand it at ail. He
yet had to learn that If Rellly were
seeén to ba In active collusion with the
g:llco his life would undoubledly be
rfelted, mince the Hell-cata would
sirain every nerve to punish him.

Rallly's only chance of safety In the
future day In convincing. his former
eriminal mamociates that he had really
meant well by them (n bringing =
warning of police intervention, and
that he had attacked Two-Oun Jake
maerely to put an end to a foollsh und
untimely argument. In order to de-
cslve the Hell-cats he must also avade
the police. In addition to this he did
not wish the police to think he had
fallen from graos

S0 ho delibsrately hoaded off (he
latter in thelr pursuit of the major
portion of the gang, and drew them
to & trap-door opening onto & flat roof,
i means of sacape which he had often
used In his unregenerate duys

It Is mot to be denled that some-
thing of the fearful joy which attaches
Itself to daring crime pulsed once
more In Rellly's velns as he fled with
the hounds of the law 'yelping on his
hecls, He followed a familiar path.
At the end of a sloping roof he knew
he would find & raised balustrade
which would check an otherwlse In-
evitable descent into the stresit far
beneath. From the flat top of the
vornice It was poesible to spring across
an alley to the roof of the mnearest
house, and thenge climb, oat-like,
Among n fol'a? of chimneys to a well-

ed fire

Relily waa slightly out of condition,
but his nerve was steady as ever, and
he took that spectncular leap through
midair with all his old confidence.

He hung back purpossly until the
hand of the nearest policeman was
actunlly ocutstretched th cluteh him.
He' counted altogether on the fact that
the men would balk at that unneryl
Jump, becauss, such 18 the force o
imagination, the average individoal
will falter st & spring high up above
the ground which would not demand
any dllpllf of cournge or resolution It
taken on terra-firma.

In one reapect, however, TRellly's
caleulations erred. He had not rem-
ized how thoroughly the patrolman
called on by the valet had organized
his forces to surround the bullding.
Not only wers pollcemen In over-
whelming numbers statloned at every
exit from the Hell-eats' headqudrters,
but vedetter occupled strategic polnts
on every pomsible line of retr.at. Bo
Rellly's du‘tn: leap was noted. and the

ursuit was developed by others who

d not been called on to negotiat:
that ugly-Jooking chasm,

The fugitive contrived to get down
his favorite fNre escape only to fAnd
the psok In full ery behind him. He
run. the policemen wan, a gathering
crowd talled In behind, and w0 o
veritable mob swarmed around the
Hettlemont when Rellly dashed
through its hospltalle portal

It was now hopelesly out of Lhu
auestion that he should “mil and ex-
plain, He must carry lhrou the pre-
tense to the bitter end, becauss n hun-
dred palrs of eyes weuld engerly de-
vour every phase of the oapture when
he was srabbed by the police, and a
hundred tonguos retall the astounding
fact that this wmaster criminal hag

urzled him. | 2
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