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Slips Smith Through Small Hole,

Judge Bears hag decided Lhat the clerk of
the district court In Douglas county may retain
tha fees he collects In naturalization cases, be-
cause no Nebrasks statute specifically direcis

! that these particular fees be Lurned over to the

Entered &t Omahs postoffics as second-ciass matter. | cOUnty. This comes as strange doctrine from
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Subseribers leaving the city temporarily
should haye The Bes mailed to them. Ad-
dress will bo changed as often as

— R
Choer up! The Jworst is over! Woodrow
Wilson consents Lo run.

It s never out of sesson to bulld up bome
industriss by buying Omaha-made goods.

Foxy Bob hasn't worked in the court house
~ for a generation without knowing who's who.

“Met" sasma to be afrald folka won't know
he la off the reservation unlem ralser &
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commimsioners that they will

~ Thirty Years Ago
- This Day in Omaha

‘ak The Oun club In making srrsngements for the

kst Sportemen’'s associstion rmeeting. which ocouys
"Omuhs in Jupe, and has sppointed committess to
ot the detalls us follows: Tournament, George
4y, F. & VParmales and C. B Lane: banquet,
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Iu judge who a very few years ago pursued a

gtate treasurer of Nebraska with zeal to com-
pel him to turn into the treasury the procesds

of & bond deal he put over while acting as state |

treasurer, although the transaction was outside

| his official dutios,

The law requires that all fees collected by
the clerk of the courts in oxcess of §4,000 in

| Douglas county be turned over Lo the county
| tremsurer,

Judge Bears evades this provision
by holding that the naturalization of forelgn-
born citizens Is work done outslde the regular
duties of clerk of the ¢ourt, and does not,
therefore, fall under the siatute. The federal
inw governing the npaturalization of foreigners
requires that the act be done In & courlt of
record; it does not stipulate that the clerk of
the court must keep the récords, bul where elne
can it be done, and who else will do itT Ae-
cording to the judge's ressoning, this service
is optional with the clerk of the courts, and
when done by him Is a favor conferred upon
ths publie.

Anide from the legal aspect of the question,
which has been wso sorely twisted, what about
the moral obligation reating on the man wWho
promised, If elected, he would take the office
and be content with the munificent salary at-
tached to I? How does his present fee-grab
square with his record when he was suditor for
the county? It ‘s easy to recall how Aunditor
Smith pursued other county officers, msome of
whom had been out of offlce for many years,
demanding Lthat they turn over fees, aven going
to the endy of compelling the county judge to
cover marriage service feea Into the county
troasury. No law of Nebraska requires the
county judge to perform the marrisge cere-
mony, but he 18 authorized so to do If he is
called on and elects to. How does his case
difter from that of the clerk of the court In
registering the oath of a forelgner applying
for eltizenship?

A mighty amall hole will serve sometimes,
when & culprit Is esught in a tight place, but
the Beara decislon is not final and the case
should be appealed without delay.
—————

Position Permanently Delioate.
Washington correspondents just pow |ay
great emphasis on the faet that the Unlited
Biatea 18 in a delicats position between the

belligerents, booause of the memoranda sent to
the warring powers by Secretary of Stats
Lansing, dealing with the statos of armed mer.
chantmen. As a matter of fact, it Is not mers

3

an active campaign for membership along
lines that ought to produce a substantial (n-
ereéase In the number of eommunlicants, At
any rate, the effort that is promised will have
the support of a considerable number of the
present mombership whe were not directly con-
ecerned in the mecent big revival held here. It
is intended that responsibility shall be placed
o1 the several pastors and their congregations,
and that the work is to be personsl. The pastors
admit that, so far as lncrease in membership Ia
cuncerned, the sensational Sunday eampalgn
was productive of slight results. From this
they will turn to the gquieier methed of per-
scnal effort. This seema llke & more rational
course, for the man-to-man appeal I8 much
mere apt to create effects of more permansct
yalue than a “whoop ‘em up" revival.

Chureh life in Omaba is not at g low ebb,
nor has it been, all testimony to the contrary
Iacking the support of fact, The oarnest
Christian men snd women of the town are its
bést assol, and their umity of purpose can not
fall to accomplish good. It will be Interesting
to compare the sccomplishment of the proposed
coampalgn with what has pesssd.

Advanos calculstions on the profits from
business on hand puls the stee]l trust's earnings
for the first balf of this year at $120,000,000,
Other steel companies are reported equally
prosperous. A posiseripl to the showing Inti-
mates that the companies are “satisfied with
present profits on commercial steel,” which lm-
plies rare moderation of appetite.

———————

To the masterful geniuses who desigaed
boosting expeuses to bolster a demand for
bhigher rates would be & minor detall of man-

AEerial strytesy.

pocket the loss. The change made Is to dis-
penss with the exorbitant charges heretofore
made, and to provide for compensation to the
shipper, in event of the cargo belng declared
innocent, This removes one of the causes of
aggravation, but'does not entirely free noutral
shipping from the embargo put upon it by the
“order In council,” It does show, however,
that the British government is not entirely lm-
pervious to the protests of neutrals, snd furs
ther concsssions may yet be forced,
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the Rock Isiand recelvership, the scheme of
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The Winder of the Sponge
By Garrett P. Berviss.
A COHREMPONDENT asks If a sponge Is animal
life
Hponges are among the most wonderful and
pursling of animala. The sponge of our bathrooms ia
the soft akeleton of one of the species of this remark-
abis creaturs, which reprosents one of the very oldest
forms of life an our globe, having lasted through suc-
remmive geclogic periods for tem of milllona of years,
although it belongs to am offshoot whith “has led Lo
nothing else''—that is to say, which has produced by
evolution no higher forms than [tseir
If you will vist the Amerioan Museum of Nalure!
Histary you will see rpecimens and models of aponges
that will rill you with amazement and admiration by

 TheDees,

Appreciation of Mumian Latiers,

OMAMHA, Feb, 15— To the Bditor of The
Fes: For a foaralgher, and sspecially an
Engliahman, Mr. Powys displayed deep
knowisdge and remarkabla penetration
Inte the very depth of Russian literature,
Russian character, Russian soul. For a
Ruesian, who 1» somewhat familiar with
his native lterature and who on several
oconsions lectured and wrote on Rusaian
litreature, Mr. Powys' pressntation of the
Dostoleveky and other Russian Intellee-
tual glants was very pleasing Fnpo-

their intricate and beautiful shapes and their delicats | cially was his definition of the peculiari-

and varied colora

A Nving wpongs s & kind of osll cihty
Iimagine thousandas of Siamess twins all jolned iInto
one composite body you will have an idea of the kind
of muliiplex animal that & sponge ia

But, of course, yout mist not drive the comparison
too far. A cell has Hfa and activity, but it has
no organs ke n high and more complex animal.
“Spenges,”’ says a roologist (J. A, Thomeon), “are
living thickets in which many small anlmals play hide
and »reek."

Formerly many thought that sponges wers a kind
of meawesd. Thay grow attanched to rocks, shella and
other objests in the water, and nearly all Hve in the
sen, although there s a fresh-waler species callad
spongilla. The akelaton or framework of & sponge s
formed, in some species, of carbonate of lime (which
constitutes the greatar part of our own bones); in
other apacies, of silica, a flinty substance, and in still
others, of a horn-like material,

Sponges manags to draw their food within thelir
reach by setting up currents in the water. If youn and
your family were microscople organiems, dwelling In
the nelghborhood of a sponge, xou might some mom-
ing Mnd Lhat you wers baing awept along by & gentle
ourrent, as soothingly unsuggestive of its real lmport
as the Hutle ghore eddies a mile above Niagara; and
when, too late, you awoks to the situation, you would
be rushing through a crooked tube, with hundreds of
ollia diving halrs) reaching for you from every sids,
and’ you and yours would qulckly become the sub.
Jecia of “intra-sellular digestion.’ Prof. Thomason,
whem I have already quoted, gives this very graphlc
desoription of the way in whith a cup-ahaped sponge
ives:

“The particles are drawn In through minule pores
all over the surface of the sponge; they pass Into the
savity of tha cup, and they are driven out agsin in a
stream from the large upper aperture. To what are
the currents due? ¥ to the lashing activity of
the cillated oslls,

"“The communily s Venlce-like. penetrated by
eanals. By these, food and other necessarfes are con-
tinually supplisd to the houses, or cells, on the banks,
and a conatant current Is sustalned by the life of
the city.”

But many sponges are vary much more complicated
than the simple cup-shaped variety described by Prof.
Thomson, Their general scheme of llving, however,
In about the same.

Bponges apread ke plants by bullding. They alao
have sewesx. In the caléearsous sponges the ovum s
fertilised by (he germ-mll horme to it by water. From
the ovum emerges a hollow sphers consleting of cells,
and this spherw i for & time a free-swimming or-
which finally fixes Itsslf for life to & reck

and females, which itve longer, From

Intter i born another generation, which dlos
in the autwmn Ifke the first.
“.ﬂnmmumw
and It has been thought that the sharp ‘or
tiint knives, which many of them contain, and which
cut like littla rasor-blades, form a part of thelr de-
fensive armament. \
Bome of them, however, are themselves aggressive.
There la & minute specles which bores holes in oyster
chells, and others fnsten themselves to crabs and thus
geot oarried aboul.

The most remarkabla of thess Ilitle treveling
sponges 18 A small, orange-otlored speciss which
sslocts for ita domiclle a buckie shell that tod

;

More Than a Hint.

¥e was a vory shy young man. For two long years
hoa had beem paying her attention and had not yet
even aqueesed her hand

One svening, as they lingered in the shadow of the
trees by her gale, he asked timidly:

“FMorence, would you—might I—er—would you mind
if I placed one reverent kiss om your fair hand tonigit
when 1 leave you™

Florence thought he wanted speeding up. 8o she
dropped her head coyly on hia shoulders, lifted her
face temptingly to his and replled:

"Well, Qeorge, I should think it decidedly out of
place ' ~Fhiladelphia Ledger,

People and Events

The “‘gentleman’s eorsel’

Pictures of Dr. Jumea B Angsl, president em-
erflus of the University of Michigan, are on the naws-
papsr circult im hanor of his elghty-seventh birthday
anniversary. These show the doctor wearing tha
bunch of galway whiskers seen in print
Greoley's day.
trall broken through the wilds of backe-
Oktlahoma. leads right up to the door of
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| mort of Intulition,

cially was I delightsd with his definition
of the pecullarities and idioms of the Rus-

If you can | *an language, which Mr. Powys, whils

not familiar with the Russian tongue, not
belng & Russlan, has sensed (t by soma
He uttered exactly my
views, which I have expressed in my loo-
ture on Fuahkin before the gradusting
claas of the students of the University of
Nebraska, where [ stated ans follows:

"It will probably sound exaggerated to
say that of all the languagen, even of the
different Siavonian tongues, the Russian

la tha most superbh. There is not another

language In the world In which one can
8o well express the finest, tha most dell-
cate and the deepest smotion of tha seul
as In Russian. No language has the ma-
cerial, the resources, the richness, the
softness, the warlety of words that the
Russlan has. The mmanifold expressions
for the many variations of the human
feelinga and soul are so sasily and beau-
tifully rendered in that language. The
Russlan language |s adapted for postry,
as the Itallan ia for musle, and thg work
of the great poets of Germany, France
and England are far superior in thelr
Russian transiations than in the original,
Shakespeare's gonlus la shown up to far
betler advantage in Russian than in his
nallve tongue, and the lyries of Schiller,
Heine, Bhelly, sto.,, are more musical and
enchanting In Ruassian than s the orig-
Inal. Tt is the comstruction of the lan-
Kunge and the character of the nation
that makes the Russian tongus so superb,
8o heavenly beautiful. The Russian folk
songe, folk Jores, mre me rich In EXPres-
slons and emotions that ome ean hardly
read them witheut bringing tears to the
eyes. The Russian nation 4 a nation full
of norrow, grief and hardahips. The serf-
dom, the absolutism of the autocrats, haas
orushed the spirit of the naturally gifted
hation, and no wonder that tn the poetry
and muslc of Russia the minor tone s
always prevatling and the posms are aobs
and heart-breaking cries for delivery from
oppreasion and longing for freedom, lite
and clvilisation, '

To understand the Russian soul, the
depth of {t or Ita peculinrities, whioch are
0 different and so divergent from any
other nation. one need not read the -

very few non-Rusalans; one needs only
to study other branches of Russian art,
rich as Russian

Kopak,” by Ma-
wofaky, the famoos painting which teok
tha world by storm when exhibited at
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find such a tempeat of emotion,
lanche of passion, such a flame and fire
eminating from every quivering fiber of
thelr muscles as expressed by thess two
famous Rumsian dancors?
[ nazuhunum of poul even In their
soloa, look at the Russtan folk dances,
or listen to the Russian folk songs.. What

grand and delightful treat te hear Mr.
Powys and to the ladles of the
Art soclety In charge of the art axhibit,
whe brought Mr. Powys to Omaha to
lecture, the people of Omaha ows a deep
gratitode. I am sure 1 do.
DR. B HOLOVIUHINER.
Altermath of “Billly” Sunday Cam-
paign.

OMAIA, Feb, 16.—~To the Bditor of Tha
Bee: Fecent public ulterances b'r two of
Omaha’s most prominent ministers ealls
for u publle protest lest by our silence
we be thought to consent. [ refer to the
satement quoted in the papers from re-
cent sermons by Dr. Rouse of the Flrat
Congregational church, who has resigned
and left the city, and of Dr. Lowe of the
First Methodist church, the former tear-
ing down the dootrines of the Christian
fulth, the Intter the ideals of Christian
conduct by his remarka at a meeting of
Drama ciub of this city befors which he
lectured. Nelther of thess men has pub-
licly denled the statements attributed to
them, so that I take It for grantad that
they Were correctly quoted.

Dr. Rouse s quoted as denving the
Bible story of creation and the perwon-
ality of the devil. With amazing incon-
slstency he says he would rather trust
the apiritusl vislon of Jeaus than any
other, yo he demien that which Jeaus be-

Lord showing His bellef In the existance
of & personal devil. Why not belleve Hias
word hers as well as His teschings on

net belleve in the Delly, mark the word,
the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
such teachings from the pulplt is

| further his cause In thia way. Why &

ehureh at all? If there is ne davil and
no sin, why need of a Bavior and a Gos-
pel? The Congregational chureh makes
much of “Founders' Day."” If thess had
been the eonvietions of the founders, thers
would have bean ne Pligrim Fathers, no
Plymouth Rock, ne Congregstlonaliam.
It is sald to think (hat ths work of the
fathers i& to ba torm to shreda by the
sone. The fact that such views oan be
preached In churches for yoars without
& protest ahowa to what the chureh had
come, A man with views liks that cught
te atep out, not alone from ths puipit of
ons church to aocoept the pulpit of an-
other, but he has no place in the Chris-
tinn ministry at all, If there I» Lo be No
formal statement of Christian doctrine
thers s absolutely nothing to preach,
And then, why should unbelief bs allowed
to wstats ita disbellef and falth not be
Aliowed to state ita bellef

It would be almost laughabla If It were
not so tragic, to ses churches and min-
Intars confessing their failure to win men
to tha Christian life and faith, ealling in
a man lke BUly Bunday, who stands
firmly on the oM Bible ground, the old-
time religion, to procure results for them,
And he achleved results, Those men and
churches, who It sesms WwWith mental
reservations joined in the campalgn In
order to get results, maka the prodigous
mistake of ascribing the sucoess to the
methods rather than the doctrines.

B0 thay adopt the methods and oaat
away the dootrines by which the mouls
wore aaved. What must one think of their
sincerity when the evangelist hes hardly
had time to leava town before they are
engaged In tearing st the foundation
upon which he achieved results. In the
real work of saving souls after the cam-
palgn the lay members of the church have
besnt more active than the ministers,
many of them, seem to be. While the min-
faters are blasting at the Rock of Ages
the men of the churches aretrying to
get others to trust the Rock,

Dr. Lowe has not attacked the doctrines
of tha Bihle, but he has mads uttérances
that have hurt the catuse of the Christian
chureh fn ita fight for separation from
the evila of the world. 1{e speaks on the
drama Dafore a drama club, Imagine John
Wesley doing ths same, Imagine the
founders of Methodlsm in thia couniry
dolng the same. He garcastically talks
of tha views old-fashioned. Agaln we
sy, that If the founders of Methodism
had had his convictiona there would have
boen no Methodist church. Meothodiam
arose as n protest against the worldliness
of the ministry and the church, The old
Maothodista went out from the world and
its pleasures, dancing, oard playing and
theater golng and the reat. Thalr devoted
Christian life bore frult in a revival
that saved England from ruln and that
has blessed the wholde world, And now
the descendants of these mighty men of
God are tearing down the walls which
they reared between them and the world.
The views of the Christilan's conduet
which Dr, Lows holda will never produce
tha resulta that the convictidns of those
who founded the church in which he oec-
cuples a pulpit produced.

And, again, the Inconsistency of these
views with the acts and words at the
RBilly Bunday tabernacle. There Dr. Lowe,
together with a crowd of ministers, after
Billy Sunday’'s terrifioc arraignment of the
card-playing, dancing and theater-going
chitreh member, took his stand on the
piatform with Mr. Bunday as a slgn “llt'
he heartily accorded with the truths pre-
sented and called upon Wis people to for-
pake these things and to live a life separ-
ats from the world, And then such utter-
anced as these! The Billy Sunday cam-
palgn was a demonstration of what the
churoh, vleanssd from thess things, etand-
ing on the ground of the old faith can
accomplish, and here that stand is mo
soon abandoned. T firmly bellave that the
rosults of the campaign had been In-
finitely gremter if the ministers with full
heart had belleved as Mr, Bunday doen.
And the results achleved will soon dis-
appenr If this work of tearing at the old
falth continuss, I write all of this with
sorrow in my heart, that these things
should ba. God heip His church.

FREDERIC E. PAMP,
Pastor Swediah Evangelical Misalon
Church.
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An Unsaniltary Rallway Station.

WATHRLOO, Neb., Feb. 15—To the
Editor of The Bee: While in the town of
Decatur, in the northeastern part of Burt
county, Nebraska, I mecently had ooca~
slon to walt In the mailroad station at
that polnt about three-quarters of an
hour for my traln,

I found the station in so unusually un-
sanitary & oondition that 1 feel con-
strmined to write your paper In regard to
tt, in the hope that someone in authority,
who 8 Interested in the public health,
will take steps imunedlately to have the
Decatur rallway station made fit for pub-
lie use.

I belleve that persons whoss duty it in
to safegusrd public health have been
dereliot In their duty, Buch places sa
the Decatir station are the breeding
places of mililons of germs, from whence
come much disease, and those in author-
ity should order the station ageat, or

e ——————————————————————

whoaver iz responsible, to clean wWp &l
ance.

1 have done muah traveling In the mid«
die west and have never been In a publle
bullding which was In greater need of &
thorough oleansing.

GECORGE SEYMOUR,

LAUGHING GAS.

“Everybody | progressive Lhese daye.™
“How now ™'
‘1 sea Lhe Inhabitanta of the Boulth seas

ars squipping thelr Mols with eleotrie
lighta or eyes —Loulavillea Courfer
Journal

Crawford-—-If o go to war yours
likely to be killed.

Crabahpw—While 1If {:u remain & B
tral you'll probably torped fe.

Aunt—You'll be lats for the part, won't
you, dear?

Nisoe—0, no, auntis. In ofir set no-
body a party untll everybody slse
geta

to
1“@11,--!!11.10& Transcripl

"Some of your argumantis aren't sound’”
remarked the precise loglolan,

“Yen'" replied Benator humi “and

of them aren't anything else''—
Washington Star,

Country Cousin—I suppess the meotto of
You women In New York s eat, drink and
be merry.

City Cousin—-No, dear; it {5 eat, wink,
but be wary —Judge,
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Improves your skin
while cleansing it
Almost any soap will clean the

skin and hair. Many tollet soaps

are pure enough to do so without

Injuring these delicate textures, But

thote who want a soap which not

only cleanses but actually ke/ps the
complexion and hair are to
choose Resinol Soap,

The soothing, healing properties
of Resinal enable it to grosect the
skin and scalp from annoving erup-
tions, h:ﬁ the complexion clear,
and the hair rich and lustrous, This,
soaps which are merely pure and
cleansing cannot be expected to do,

Whan the skin (s In bad condition, through

neglect or an unwise use of coametics, sproad

on just a little Resinol Ointmant for ten o

fifteen minutes before using Resinol "

Hesinol M'&lu“_ol'mﬂdiﬁl
ora each
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Public Opinion Indorses
this family remedy by making i larger
dwmmimmﬁm%mﬁgmmﬁ
generations has pr its great value in the treatment
1 liousness, headache and constipation.

BEECHAM'S PILLS

relieve these troubles and prevent them from becoming serious ills by
y clearing wastes and poisons out of the digestive system.
strengthen the stomach, stimulste the liver and regulate the

bowels. Mild and harmless. A proven family remedy, unequalled

For Digestive Troubles

Lorgest Sale of Auy Modicine ln the Werld
Bold everywhers. lu bones, 10c.. B85,

Persistence is the cardinal vir-
tue in advertising: no matter
how good advertising may be

in other respects, it must be
run frequently and constant-
ly to be really succcessful.
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