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COPY FIVE CENTS.

"Tis the Traffic Cop

Who is it stands upon the street
And guardse the autos, lest they moel,
And I8 a gulde to busy feet?

The traffic cop.

Who waves his hand with lordly mien

And stopa the biggest buzz-machine

And watches all with eyesight keen?
The traffic cop,

Who braves the chilly winter breeze

nt!]l his "12%" begin to {reese?

Who stands summer's Intensities?
The traffic cop.

H, the traffic cop, folks! Did you ever
envy him bhie lot? Probably not.
There are nine of “him’ In Omaha,
commanded h__\-' a traffic sergeant.
There they stand all day long, In
winter's hyperborean [rigidity and summer’s
equatorial torridity, in the midst of the maelstrom
of intersecting vehicular and pedesirian traffic,
And around them the grind of the busy life of
a big city rumbles and roars and flzzes and spuris
and ciangs and bangs and dings and dongs and
burzes and hisses and bellows and wails and pants
and rants and yowls and howls and grates and
grinds and puffs and bumps and clicks and clangs
and chugs and moans and hoots and toots and
crashes and grunts and gasps #nd groans and
whistles and wheezes and squawks and blows and
jars and jerks and rasps and jingles and twangs
and clacks and jangles and rings and clatters and
yelps and croaks and howis and hums and booms
and claahes and jolts and jostles and slams sud
sorapes and throbs and orlnks and jingles and
quivers and roars and shrieks,
" But Bergeant Sigwart and his, merry men fear
it not. A fire-breathing juggernaut, 1916 model,
comes roaring down Farnam street. Three tons of
purging machinery and polished body, driven by the
power of sixty horses. Women and little children
are crossing the street. Traffic Officer Behwager
ralses his band and the luxurious thing of speed
and comfort comes to a dead stop. Nor does it start
1ts throbbing engines again until it gets the Im-
perial command from the blue uniformed man ia
the middie of the Intersection,

Why the Traffic Officer

Traftic qff'cers are necessary at busy crossings
becnuse of the old physical law that “two bodiea
cannot occupy the same space at the same time."
1t they try to do it.there is sure to be a collision
with probably property and physical damage.

Hence, traffic officers.

But the dutles of Omaha's traffic men are much
niore extensive than the mere management of pass:
ing vehicles.

They must see that pedestrians don't cut cat-a-
corner, but keep within the white raarks In crosslng
the streets at corners. - If a runsway comes Learing
dgwn the street the traffic officer doesn't hesltate

L1000 hia utmost even at risk of life and llmb to
stop it,  And they must direct people add answer
G 608,284 questious, al least,

No matter what the weather, the men must be
al their stations every week-day from B:30 a, m. to
6:30 p. m. with an hour aud a half for lunch, _In
zero weather they stand in the ecbilly blast with
about two {aches thickuness of clothes and overshoea
and ear muffs and gloves; and In summer's heat
they shed as much as poseibley of their garb and
even provide thempealves with a little square plat-
form to keep thelr pedal extremities from sticking
fast when the well known sum brings the black sap
ooring from the paving blocks,

It 1s generally admitted that Lhere are easier
otcupations known 16 men than that of traffic po-
liceman.

Hardly the Easy Snap Imagined

But the traffic cops of Omaha are not men look-
ing for easy snaps. They are virlle, sturdy, mus-
cular men of action. And they are devoted to thelr
work. This stateinent fs not a mere euphemism.
It's'the solid truth.

Take Willlam Hudson, as a typical example of
devotion to his duly. You've seen him, u distin-
gulshed-looking, white-moustached man. He looks
Mke General Mlles, only better looking. His sta-
tion ia gt the ‘ntersection of Fifteenth and Farnam
streets,

Willlam teok a ten days’ vacation last year.
When he gol up the first morning of his vacation
bhe bardly knew what to do. Bo he took & walk.
His steps led him to Fifteenth and Farnam streets
where his substitute was on duiy. There he re-
malned. He watched his substitute's work with &
eritical eye and gave him a few hints on how 1o do
the jobh witk the greatest nealness and dispateh.
“inally he wended his way homewufd and Managed
somehow to pass the first day of his vacation,

The pext moroing of his holiday he went for
suother walk and if he didn‘t Jand ot Fifteenth and

Farpam streels agaln! He spent gquite some time
there, Then he went home,

This pame thing happened for eight duys
slraight. Then he could stand It no longer and ne
went on the nloth day and reported for duly and
wis aselgned to bls old stand and was content,

He {8 an expert at stopping runaways and clulms
to have a method that always works., He waves his
arms and "hollers"” and somehow or other Induces
bhorses to stop.

Samples of Those on the Job

Up at Bixteenth and Farnam streets s John H.
Schwager, monarch of traffic, John Is a walking,
itving, breathing encyclopedia of things Iin Omaha,
If & stranger comeés up to him and Ingquires when
the train leaves for Podunk, Mo., the chances are
that Jolin can tell the hour, how long it takes to
Eet to Podunk and the fare. Yes, "Deena,” that's
his nickname, surely Is a compendlum of Infor-
mation,

Down at Sixteenth and Harney is Vaclay James
Voborll in charge of the two streams of vehlcles
and a block to the south T8 “Komical Keystone"
Carney, whose real name is Willlam D, "Komiecal
Keystone,” when off duty. Is always playing pranks
and telling jokes. The boys say he is the perfect
picture of Roscoe Arbuckle, the fat man in the
movies, and they Insist that it “Komieal Keystone"
éver takes a notlom to become a Boreen
Arbuckle will have to take g back seat,

Is it & Hoodoo Oorner?

Fourtesnth and Farnam (s the hoodoo corner.
Dennis Steaderman is stationed there. His two
predecessors both dled. They were Horaca Cornesy,
who died January 21, 1914, and Bert Rogera, whose
cdeath ocourred August 24, 1815, Both had been
army sergeant in the Phillppines.

“The Vikiog' is stationed at Fourteenth and
Douglas sireets. He 1s Maurice K. Anderson and
takes his sobriquet from his tall stature, his blond
complexion and his Scandivavian ancestry

“Sam” Relgelman at Fifteenth and Douglas
sireels Is one of the old gvard and Ix sald to hate

artist,

a Traffic Cop?

Busy Street Corner
Directors at Down-
town Intersections
Have Plenty to Do

such lnnovatlong a8 automobiles and to rule Ltheir
passing with a stern hand.

Phillp Wentz, at Bixtesnth and Douglas streols,
koops a weather oye “'peeled” up the Nouglas sireet
Eill, since an electric got away from its mooringe
and crashed down the hill and “sideswiped' him
on the port bow

Jullus Mansfield completes the list of our traffle
ufficers and can be found, in office hours, directing
the traffic at Bixteenth and Dodge streets

The traffle service In Omaba was inaugurated
in Decomber, 1900, when Willlam Good was sta-
tioned at Sixtesnth and Harney streets snd W, R
Wilson at Sixteenth and Farnam satreets. Bluce then
the service has grown to its present proportions and
Importance "

Omaha Traffic Donts

Don't fall to follow the inatractions of

the traffic pollcoman,
Don't get excited and lose your nerve
it driving a car and got canght In a crowd,
Don't exceed the wspeed limit when

driving In the city,

PDon't try to run past every auto you
pee in front of ydu,

Don't gel out of ghsoline and expect
vour ear 1o keep running

Don't il to =ound an alarm when
nearing a cronsing street,

on't negleet your Hghts whon evening
pnpproaches,

Non't Torget 1o signal at intersections,
or when making a turn, even though traf-
fic officer may not ba on duty.

Don't pasa street cars while presengers
nre boarding or leaving them,

Don’t stop gn the cropswalk so as to
Interfere with the passage of pedestrinnas

Non't forget to keep as closs as possi-
ble 1o the curh on the right, allowing mers
swiftly moving vehlcles fres passage 0
their lelt.

Don't forget o pasg to the right when
meoting another vehicle.

Don't forget when you overiake an-
other vehicle to pass on the left side af the
overtaken vehicle, and not pull over<o the
right untl) entirely clear of it,

Don't forget when turning into another
street to the right to turn the corner as
pear to the right hand curb as possible.

Don't stand or travel with two or more
vehicles abreast in any sireef,

Don't use eut-outs on automabiles and
motorcycles oxcept within one-half block
of the place sald automobile or motoreyele
in housed.

Don't forget that péedestrians must not
cross dingonally, but must use the cross-
ings at intersections only,

Don't forget that the right-of-wap be-
longa to the vehicle farthest to the right

when two vehlcles are approsching at-right

nngles toward each other.
Don't forget to repori any Infraction
of the traffie sules.

Would You Like to Be
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