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Thought for the Day

Selected by Martha L. Powall

** Nobls deeds are held in homor,
But the wids world sadly needs
Hearte of patience to unravel
The werth of common deeds.”

e

Not quite one month left now for the early
Uhristmas shopper.

However, that judielal plum will be an ac-
ceptable decoration for a Christmas tree.

|

Time s sliding along on greased grooves.
“Christmas don’ts” are beginning to bloom.

———
In Justice to Utah’s fring squad, it should
be said that they harbored no gruage against

poets.

The new Waelfare board (s admonished not
to tolerals too much fowl talk at the poultry
show,

Cheer up! The Congressional Record will
business at the old stand shortly and en-
the gayety of the country.

| —
Pleturing 'Woodrow as & walter bringing in
the tray of turkey, gives a sort of fronieal twist
his policy of “‘watehful walting" in Mexico.

Offers of easy money on Nebraskas state se-
flatters pride, but it 1s still more
comfortable to a semi-annual remittances,

_Note that the Liberty bell and "Billy” Sua-
day both honored Syracuse with their presence
AL one and the same time without erowding one
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Prohibition of “gun toting” br questionable
characters fs a kind of prohibitiva whose en-
forcem/ at would isvoke no protest from any

: law-aliding citizen.

After a> expendit ol'-o-;:.loo aof funds
two Chleagoans are vonvinced
is anbeatable, There

*J

§

is ready to show us
preparedness by put-
milllon-dollar {nheri-

Necessity is the spur of enterprise. The
production of Amarican dyestuffa amountsd to
3,000 tons the year before the war. Blockade
of the forelgn product promises to lft this
year's output to 16,000 tons. In this, as In

other respects, Europe's misfortune sccelerates
‘America's commereial {ndependence.
—_—
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nings Bryan. Thrice his our honored fellow
citizren been a disappointed candidate for presi-
dent, but each time he has come bhack promptly
with the assurance that the prospecis for demo-
cratie victory at the next election were never
brighter,

Reading the signs of the times today, how-
ever, Mr. Bryan is by no means assuring. “"‘The
elections of 1815." he says In lhe latest lssue
of his Commoner, “serve as an warning to the
democratic party. Thay indieate that the pro-
grosgives have returned to the regular republi-
can party and the democrats can no longer hopo
to win by division in the ranks of the opposi-
tion; nelther can the demoerata afford to dally
with vital insues. Tn Massachusetis our esndi-
date for governor, an ahle man with a splendid
official record, was defeated, In Kentucky the
democratic eandidate, Congressman Stanley,
made an admirable record In congress and Is a
great eampaigner, but he was badly bandicapped
by the position taken by the party.”

Buy Mr. Bryan never shuts the door of hope
or falls to find a rainbow strand somewhere.
“While the elections contaln a warning,’”” he
adds, “there is no reason why a democrat
should be discouraged. If the party will take
up the reform work where it was left at the last
congress, adopt cloture, proceed to carry out the
platform and andd to its record on economle
questions, It has no reason to fear the cam-
palgn of 1016". There, then, fs Dr. Bryan's
prescription, freely offered to the demoeratie
party to cure It of what alls 1t. If It does not
take the medicine according to directions, It
must prepare for the worst. The only open
question s whether the admonition “to proceed
to earry out the platform’ Includes the plank
pledging the nomines to the principle of a one-
term presidency.

South American Trade,

Treasury department statistica show that
trade with SBouth American countries has dou-
bled since the outbreak of the war In Burope.
In theory, the trade of Bouth America with out-
side nations belongs to the United States in a
large measure, but facis have always confounded
theory in this instance. The building up of this
buginess has been the dream of economists and
stateamen in the United States, the late James
G. Blalne fathering the first organized and sys-
tematic move to divert |t in this direction.
Others have wince done much, notably Elihu
Root, while secretary of state, but in apite of all
this the Bouth Americans have not traded with
us as much as natural tendencies would Iindicate
they would, though some progress has been
made, The war, however, has so disorgsnized
trade conditions in Europe that much of the
businens has been diverted to this country. Ob-
talping It now, howaver, is an easy proposition
compared with the one to follow—holding it
aftor the war s over. That Buropean manufac-
turers will permanently surrender this rich field
without a struggle in not to be supposed, bug, on
the contrary, the best opinion is that with the
war ended these natlons will seek out forelgn
trade with greater energy than ever. They have
#0 wasted their own resources and domestic con-
suming power by the destruction of war that
other outlets must be found for manufactures,
and it will be a fight for existence with them,
end American producers, {f they would hold the
field must entrench themselves while they have
the opportunity or be compelled to surrender
what they have galned,

b}

Rights of Stockholders,

Recont events in the reorganization program
¢f several large corporations evidently have
caused u new light Lo dawn on men whose in-
tetests are centered more on the corporstion
as an entity than on the stockholders who really
compriss It. An Interview with one of the
leading bankers of New York, whose firm fig-
ures prominently In corporate finances, Indl-
cutes as much. In epeaking of the reorguniza-
tlon of a hig rallroad in which the stockholders
upast the plan, he sald that at first he refused
to hear the man who led the fight for the
rtockholders, but that subsequent developments
had convineed him that in such matters in the
past the bankjng and big interests had regarded
the properties and delermined thelr financlal
ueeds, both In recelverships and in operating
solvent companies, from reorganlzation and ex-
punsion idoas, without regard to the righta of
lovestmeont stockholders, but that recent events
wmust foree a different procedure, He con-
cludes that If Wall streot does not wiah to lose
its standing before Iavesting stockholders
throughout the country it must consider not
only the needs of the property and Wall street
profita, but the rights of Investment atock-
holders.

The logic of this should be apparent to all.
While the big financial institutions provide the
money for rallroad and other corporats finane-
ing, the primary source of the money Is the
widely distributed investing public. The mil-
liona poured into such enterprises are mada up
¢f the hundreds and thousands that come from
all over the nation, and If the faith of these
people who provide the money s permanently
sllensted from the banking centers and Invest-
ment houses, this stream will dry up or de-
creass materially In volume. That recent events
vill avolve & cure for all the Ills of crooked
toanclering would be too much (s expect, for
s‘milar lghts have dawned on Wall street be-
fore, but each one has left an Impression, and
recent exposures and contests will doubtless
tend to check for a time at least some of the
plundering of the public and lesd in the eand to
a bolter appreciation of the fact that mutual
fair dealing will produce the best results for all,

e ———

If the parole business were operating to turn
eriminal characters loose in Nebraska alone we
might put some oheck upon It, but, unfortu-
nately, the parole mills are grinding convicts out
from prison walls in more than bhalf of the states
of the union and, once out, they roam st large
until they strike some community iy which they
comé o grief.

e ——

Twenty-slx tralnloads of the balf finished
product of war reached the hospitals of Faris
in one day recestly. Bimilar proportienate
repords are frequent at the repalr shops of all
warring nstions. The finished product of war
is confined to the names on the mortality lists,
Appalling are the crimes committed In the name

tructed the attention of executive affitess, actus

arles, medical directors and othera for man
years. The lterature of the subject In quite extensiva,
but generally Inaccessible to the student of life In-
surance methods and resulta. One of the earflest con-
tributions Is by R Thompson Jopling, In the firat
volume of the Journal of the Institute of Actunries
fthe Amrurance Magaxine for I881), followed by an-
other In the second volume BN, and a discussion
by Bamuel Brown, and a contribution by Dr J. W
Hastwood, In the twentieth volume, lssued in 1578 The
practice had been commeon from the oulset of insup
ance developments to decline the payment of suleids
claime, irrespective of whether sane or Insane, upon
the offer of the return (1) of the premium pald, and
M of the accumulated ressrve

Among the more important Amerioan contribn.
tans to the subject of sulolde In its relation to life
insurance & brief reference may bBe made to an ad
dress by Ralph W, Breckenridge to the Life Under.
writers' association st Chicago fn 1904, which 18 sum-
marized In the statoment that a restrictive sulcide
clause 18 mora In conformity to sound publie policy
than excesslve liberality., This important contribution
includen many references to the International MHters
ture and alse to the available insurance experience
data, extonding, In some cases, over & long period of
Years, with & due regard to the expomsed to risk ac-
cording to age and duration of Insurnnce

The foregoing obeervations indicate & broad and
Arowing Interest In the more techmical aspecta of
the sulelde problem. 'There haas been no thorough
Inquiry toto the subject with a due regard to actuarial
mathods, making the necessary corrections for varia-
tions In the age and sox dlstribution of the tneured,
and most of all the duration of insurance. General
medical statlstica of life insurance companies are
not atrictly comparable on motount of the widely
varying length of actusl experience, The indicationn
Are that in life Insuranes oxperience as well an among
the population st large, the suicide rate ls on the
Increass. The Important conclusion s onece more
confirmed by the sulclde returns of Amorican eltiss
for the year 1M4,

The reaults of analyais of our compliations are
iIn practieal conformity to the correeponding statistics
published in the Bpectator for 1912, The seven citlen
which show the highest sulcide rates are SBan Fran-
cisco, San Diego, Bacramento, Hoboken, St Louls,
los Angelos and Oakland, All of these cities Ehow
rates of 5.0 per 100000 of population and aver aml,
with the exception of 8t. Louls and Hoboken, an in-
¢rease In the rats and only two show a slight decline.
Out of the 100 eitlen under review fifty-one show un
Increass and forty-sight show a decrease during 1914,
An compared with 1004.1914,

The sulcide rate In small oitles s romewhat leas
than In very large citiss. For amall cities the average
rale was I7.6 per 100,000 population, which increased o
I8% or 4 par cent, during 1914 Fop citiea with 250,00
Population nnd over the average rate of 2.4 Incroased
to 21.2, or 3.9 per cent. In othér worde, the actual and
relative Incresses In the sulocide rates were practically
the same In both groupa of communitiea.

The suioide rate for 1014 was the highest since
1508, and the third hlghest during the twenty yvears
under review. The correlation of sulcldes to business
fallurea In only pronounced under exceptionally dis-
turbed business conditiona which appear not to have
prevalled In the country at large, but which seemingly
affected the excesmsive sulcide rate returned for the
citien of the Pacific coast. This aapect of the suicide
problem has not been thoroughly investigated, bdut
the Indlcations are that on the basis of a epeciallzed
analysis of the two sets of relurns for the dive prin-
clpal geographical divisions of the country a falrly
close degree of correspontence would be shown to
oxist. It must ba obvious, of course, that the nume
ber of business fallures reflects in a measure the
wocial and sconomic eonditions affecting the popula-
tion at large. Only a thoroughly pronounced and
extended, an well an nation-wide, dopression
would, however, be likely to affect the moeneral wufcidy
rate. In & number of Individua) instances, however,
there is & direct relation between business fallurﬂ.
and sulcides, resulting in conssquence of economic
distress.

Altention s directed to the apparently increasing
number of sulcides resulting from mere suggestion of
brevious cases of self-murder in the sama family, A
typical case was reported from Springfisld, Mass
where & woman committed suloide 1n eaxactly the
same manner as her hushand had done & YeAr pre-
vious. The cese was complicated by another suicide
in the family of a very close friend of tne woman,
who had apparently ended her life ir & similay man.
ner, Such ceses are reported with increastng frequency
and they warrant the most sarious apprehensions re.
Barding the future, The paychology of suggeation
I8 & much-negiected branch of modern medicine and
edutation. The evir present possibilities of aglf-
murder, regardless of an overwhelming amount of
evidence, are genorally disregarded and treated Hghtly
even where the Indlcations point strongly in the direc-
tlon of unsoundness of mind;

Child suicldes are scemingly more common now
than in former years. A CMBa was reported from
Seattle of & boy 13 years of age who endod his life
by drinking polson In exactly the way his father had
done six years before, simply becauss he had hesn
feproved by hls mother for smoking., Also & case
was reporied from Mount Vernon, Wash., of a boy 12
years of age, who, upon being reproved by his mother
for quarreling with his younger s ended his
life by blowing out his bralna. Another case was Tes
ported from New York City, where a boy of 18
because he belleved Mmsell to
be Incurable of an allment, the naturs of which waas
not disclosed In the hewspaper mocount. All

such
cases |ndicate a declded tendency goward moral and
mental doterioration, and they emphastse the urgency

of greater caution on the part of Hfe fnsu
Panies in the amsumption of rigks especially fo

. rla
amounts and the justice of a milcide clause wh.::
adequately protevts all the polleyhol@ers against
adverse seloction during the firat year of Insurance,

TANCS® OOM-

—_—

The modern Increase In sulclde In, In part, attrib-
Utable to exceptionally comvenient facilities for selr.
murder, particularly by polson. The flgures show that
for both sexes, combined, sulciden by polson are now
nearly as frequent as aujeide hy firearma. In proportion
to population the male suicide te was 2.9 per 100,000
of population against & fomales rals af 7.4 but the ;px
differences In the ratec are docidely more promounced
When the several methods or means of committing
Sulcide are considered. Among men it is shown that
sultide by flrearms was most  common, amounting

with a rate of 0.7, Among witmen sulvide by poison
was common, accounting for o rale
of 34 per 000 of population, followed by as-
Phyxiation with & rats of 1% and hanging or
firangulation and firearms, with rates of, vespoctively
08, Throughout, for all pecified methods, the reiss
for males are dectdedly in excesa of the correspond-
g rates for females Concerning potson It is shown
that of the male sulcides 302 por cent were artributanie
to this method, and of the sulgides of women %3 per
cent. It would seem perfoctly foasible to brmg about
A& wubstantial reduction in the frequency of mulcide oy
polson In the direction of More restrictive and cven
drastic legislntiog HUmiting the conditlons under which
Polson can be obtalned. Much of the same conclu-
slon applies to the sale of firearma

From whatover point of view the subject is con-
sidered it ts quite cloar that the Increastng frequency
of sulcide In the United Btates demands the most
samest oconsideration of those who may W in a
Position to direct pubilic attention to one of the moat
scriotis problems of the present day,

The Kind She Wanted,
The much-traveled young man had Just returned
from forelgn olimes, and, of course, bw must entertsin
his rich old aunt (with whom be was in faver) with
stories of the wonderful
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foor WMiasiasinpl,

Woaunt MiehionfeWes
MEMPHIS, Tenn., Nov, 24.=To the Bdi-

It han lone been urmed

that the Mississippl river ought ta be
provided for by congresa in & séparate
and tndependent bill, just as waa done
in the ease of the Panuma canal, and
the work undertaken In a comprehensive
and systematic manner and pushesd
rapldly to completion [
In all probabllity a measurs will he
framed and preconted to the next rnn—l

Eress to have this great river dealt with
In sueh & way

On October 5 there mgt here In Mem-
phis & number of the senators and con-
Eresamen from the riparian  statea in |
conference with members of the Minsis-
#ippl river commlasion and presldents of |
the local leves boards, when the whole
matter was thoroughly discossed and |t
wns decided to frame soch a measure |
and oresent it at the next sesslon of |
CONETess This conference, to be held
on November 20, In Washington, will be |
participated In by all senators and con-
arossmen desirous of having something

done in a dafinite and sapecific manner, |
looking toward the solution of the Mis- |
wimiopl river problem

We are mending you a copy of n re-
port of the Mississipp! Fiver Levee asso-
ciation to date, from which you will see
that publie apinlon throughout the
United States seema to ba unanimous in
favor of the Miasissippl river bhelng
treated In a businessdike way, Inde-
pendent of the river and harbor hill,

JOHN A. FOX.
Eecrotary Misstasippl River Levee Afno-
cintion,

——

The Armenians,
LINCOLN, Neb, Nov. %.-To the
Editor of The Bee: In order to under-

stand the Armenlan strocities we must
understand their history. Geographically
as well as topographioally Armenin 18
the key to the Anatollan peninsula and
the lowiand of Mesopotania. As the
Balkan states are the key to Constanti-
nople a0 Ia Armenia the key to the in-
depenfience of the Turkish empire.

At present the Armenlans are divided
among Russia, Turkey and Persia, Since
the breakup of the Armenian kingdom in
the fifteenth century they have always
been under different allen rulers.

There are four Important races in the

Cauvcnnus, namely: the Georgians, the
Armenians, the Tartars and the Rug-
slana. The Tartars and the Armenians

oceupy the eastern provinoes,

The Armenian people number (n all
some 5000000 souls. In the Caucasus
there are about 1200000, in Asia Minor
1,500,000 and a fow hundred thousand In
Persia and the rest are soattered all
over the world,

In the towns the Armenians often con-
stitute a majority, but in the rural dis-
tricts they mre usually putnumbersd by
the Tartars in Transcaucasia, or by the
Turke and Kurds in Asia Minor.

The population of Armenia contmins a
greater variety of elements than any
other country of the same usize In the
world—the Ianguages are estimated at
forty-five, But the great majority of
these races are mere fragments of a few
thousandes, in some cases hundreds, of
persons.

In the elghtesnth century the Rusalans
began the oconquest of Armenla, which
after n series of Wars was completed
with the occupation of Kars and Batum
in 1§78 by virtoe of the Treaty of Ber-
lin. It was When that the Armenian des-
tiny became an International problem,

The six powers of Europe solemnly
pledged themselves to Introduce, through
the sultan, adminlstrative reforma Into
the provinees Inhabited by Lhe Arme-
nians, The sixty-first article of the treaty
stipulates that *“The sublima porte un-
dertnkes to carry out, without further
delay, the Improvements and reforms de-
manded by local requirements In  the
provintes Inhabited by the Armenlans,
and to guarantes thelr security against
the Circassinns and Kurds."

In spite of that treaty the Armenians
were butchered and outraged In 18M and
hardly anything was dono to save 1ihe
handful of stray sheep fromn the hungry
wolf—that s the Otloman empire,

The Armenians crave for a falr op-
portunity to develop themselves. They
nak to be treated na men and women
They plead to be allowed to live aa free
citisens of the Ottoman power,

At present whole villages are being
wiped out by fire, sword and deporis-
tlon. 1t Is estimated that already 200,00
have perished at the hands of the Turke
and Kurds in their fNendish ""holy war.”’
The Innocent Armentins Jn paying the
penalty of the pations’ miutual rivalries
and jealpusies,

The United States s under obligation
to Intervene in behalf of the Armenians
for the following ressons: The United
ftates, single handed, s more powerful
than the six powers of Hurope, Lecause
it cannot be socused of motives of ters
ritorial aggrandizement in any effort put
forth for the welfare of the people of
Turkey. The volee which defended the
cause of Cuba—which remonstrated with

Roumania and Russia Iin behslf of the
persecuted Jowps, which stopped the par-
tition of China among the Furopaan
powers, which spoke to Helglum In the

interest of the mpative of Congo—that
parme voloe cughl to speak sagain in dis-
tinet human actent in the enrs of
Burope. Thus peace and order may coine
out of chaos to bless the people of Ar-
menia.

Meanwhile the atrocitics are going on
withoul Interlerence. If the surfmce of
the globe were paper, the trees pens, the
lakes Ink and ali sur civillsed nations
were writers, | assure you a millionth
part of the cruelty and desolation could
not be expressed FELIX NEWTON,

Navy League Announcement,

OMAHA, Nov. #H.~To the Editor of
The Bee: By way of Uustrating & point
In a public address. John Wanamuker of
Philadelphia made this statement:

“Ueneral Gmnt, in proposing the health
of Bir Willlam Armstrong st a dinner,
laid his hand uwpon a MWi-ton gun and
sald the Inventor of It had produced the
mosl wonderful peace-campelling imple-
menl the world had ever seer ™

There are many instances proving the
truth of Washington's axiom: “To be
preparcd for war s one of the most ef-
fectual meana of preserving peace "

Thess quolations llusirate the attitude
of the Navy League of the United Siates,
which sdvocates & stronger bavy as a
means of |losuring pesaceful  relations
with forelgn nations. Al the Uterature
of the league supports this view of the
oase, and some of it polnts oul the no-
tual necessity fTor keoping & weather eye
out for a possible, Put not inevitable
slorm.

The Nebraska section of the league 8
sending out free lilerature upun feguest.
We ask all walversity and bigh school

debating teams Lo ralse the question for
mwnmw.——d-

| ernment has been all too enslly forgotien

| 1ally enthusiasticallyto his support In the

riost wonderful and amazing that has
| tver had a place In the annals of time
He that runs or walks in any town or
vity or distriet of the United States can
reas It caslly, and, it an American, with
the utmost satlafaction. Prosperity Is

Tips on Home Topics |[

Washington Post: It mlways chears Al
mar on hisg =ay home swelling with hlg|
hWewe to be Informed on arrival that 'Ilu'-l
furnace is out.

Chiongn Horald: Nebraska appears do- |
termined to put some eandidaies for the
retatblican presidential nomination before
the public If It takes all winter

Brooklyn Eagle: John Brisvin Walker
i stlll ona of the bitterest foes of pre-
paredness. What he  learned at Weost
Foint at the expense of an Indulgent gov-

Springfield Republiean: When Justice
Hughes wan an avowed candidate for the
republiean nomination for prealdent in
18 western states Hke Nebrnaka 41d not

republican national convention. Rut to-
tay the desire to nominate Mr, Hughes
Appears to be consuming in the valley of
e Platte

|
|
[
Washington Post: The story of business |
Improvement and davelopment in thia
Volon for the last fifteen months s the

here to stay for decadea If rightly treated.
Washington Star: Those Nebraska ad-
mirers of Justice Hughes have erred on
two poinis: (1) They whould have applied
lor permission to use his name, and (9
tiey should not be talking now about
“conseription.” ‘Thelir first offense must
hiave grown out of a conviction that such
N request by them would be denled. All
the more bound should they have con-
sidered theamselves. therefore, not to pro-
cced. They should have respected the
oasily inferred feelinga of the eminent
Jurist. When they neglocted or refused
to do that they were gullty not only of a
viscourtesy, but of m personal Injury,

GRINS AND GROANS.

The tramp looked over hin dllapidated
gormonta when at a safe distance from
the farm house,

"1 can't see,” he muttered, “"why such
a fuss is made over the dog'a instinot In
#Uiaching himself to man.'—Baltimore
American,

“Will you have a cherry or an olive In
your cockiall, Major?" ssked the host.

™%

terson. Yl never did pa
Lo weather propheis’

much attention
ashington Star,

KABIBBLE
KABARET

DEAR MR KABIBBLE,
I HAVE JILTED TWELVE FIANCES!

AM I RIGHT P

JET>
| DS LN 0O e
! N oF
| AND COUNY' THEM COMING OuT2 |

“Do you tax feminine wearing apparel
on this planet heavily ™ asked the man
from Mars, J
. 1 ean’t say. Why do you ask
that?

'l thought maybe the ladies woere on a
strike " —Loulaville Courier-Journal.

Mera, Highupp—They sesem like a very
cheap kind of people,

Mra, Wayupp—They certainly are. They
aciunlly had the nerve to buy one of iast
year's battleships and iry to palm it oft
ax & yacht.—Puck,

Hokus—]1 actually caught Longbow tell.
in: the truth yosterday. 4
Polus—Wasn't he embarrassed?

Hokus—Only momentarily. He Immedls
ately tried to lie out of It.—Life.

OPPORTUNITY.

Edgar A, Guest In Detroit Free Preas,

Mun look for me beyond thelr doors,
They think I dwell in_places strange.
i distant flelds or fordign moors,
And come thelr llves and thoughis (o
change,
I have besn lkened to a god
That favors few, and many Spurna;
Bcme think I am the magio rod
On which the wheel of fortune turnas,

Men pray to me by night and day;
They sit and count the golden sum
That shall be thelrs along the way
In distant ra when 1 shall ooms,
il thelr children's sars with tales
splendors 1 alone bestow,
And meny & man In angulsh wafls
That I have talled his worth to know,

What foolish superstition this!
Relic of books on dusty shelves!
How can It be that men stlll miss
That 1 am bormm within themselven:

That | am with them every day,

Whether their travel, far or near,
Walting to help them when I may,
Ready thelr eager calle to hear?

I am that spirit of & man

That makes him want to be his best;
I am the seed of every plan

He cherishes within his breast.
Alone I'm nothing but a dream

Ot what, perhaps, some day may bhe;
Al' that T ever am or seem

The man himself must make of me.

—_— —

—_—
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