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"THE MASTER TOICI."
8 big and genial Jim Wallingford andA lean and dapper Blackie Daw swung oft
the train, the two Warden girls ruahad

UP to meet them, eaaer and excited. '

"We thought tha train would navar coma,"
aid Violet, slipping her hand through.

Blaekle'a arm, and casting down bar laahea
after ha had fated quite lone; enough Into
bar sparkling blue ey.e. "You're mora thaa
an hour lata.

"I bad tha train atop to aether thane wlo-la- ta

for thee," grinned Blackie, and with a
tremendous nourish praaented bar with a
month little white boa, tied with a florist's

ribbon.
'And I euppoae yau plucked tha coxae from
bnm tha hoard In of

flush of welcome still on her e. specialist oanaing trouDiee,
She waa happily untying tha ribbon bow, and
big J. Kufus waa smiling oown at ner
plrssed content.

"Business before pleasure," ha chuckled.
Ha led way to waiting bu,a, and aa It
atarted, rattle of tha Infernal oontraptlon

them aa much privacy aa If they hadEava locked In a vault. "What do you Know
about Prlne?"

"Not much at we had hoped to And out,"
reported Fannie. "Ha practically owna tha
town, and wa know that ha la guilty, for
be recognised ua when wa went Into hla
bank, and dropped ayea Wa'va Investi-
gated all tha dlrectora of tha bank and all
tha employees. Tha dlrectora wa get
anything out of."

"They're a aporty crowd," Interrupted
Violet. "They spend a tremendoua amount
Of money. Tell them about Qualey. Fannie."

'1 waa coming to went on Fannie,
bar brown eyea deeply thoughtful. "He's tha
bead bookkeeper at tha bank. Ha knows ua,
too."

"He Jumps and Jerks every tiros ha seas
a. wa let him aaa ua aa of tan aa poe-sibla- ,"

added Violet, noticing, in ex-
citement, that waa clutching Blaekle'a
little ringer for emphasla Ha let her do It,
and grinned.

"He's screamingly funny," laughed Tioiet.
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flclt as for your own. fio get your crowd
together, and shoot in that four-fift- y quick I"

"I doubt Jf I can get back to my own olTlca,"
speculated Prlne, listening to tho frequent
recurrence ot his name.

"Go out the front way." advised Walling-
ford. "Here are tha mlnutea of tha meeting:
In which you resignsd. I saved them out of
the minute-boo- k on loose sheets. Tear themup, and make theee people a speech. Tell
them It'a all a mistake.' Damn them a little,
and tell them to draw their money."

Prlna hesitated for Just a moment, then ha
grabbed the minute-sheet- s; tore thera Into
email .bits, and threw them Into the waste-baske- t.

"I'll make thera a speech, all right," ha
snapped at Wallingford, his dimple black.
'Til tell them the only defalcation waa
yours!"

Wallingford touched a hell, and Qualey
came In, stiffening; at ths sight of Prlna.

"Qualey, tell President Prlna whsrs tha
deficit went."

'The Pit Brokerage Company!" shrilled thadesperate Qualey.
t'Tou'U swear that. on. ths witness-stand?- "

"Tou bet I will!"
Prins merely glanced at his bookkeeper,

end sat down at the 'phone. He called up
his fellow dlrectora In succession, and told
them what they had to do, and how rapidlythey had to do It Then he walked out Into
the brass-grille- d bank-cag- a. and made a
speech; a nice speech, a frank, atralghtfor-wor- d.

manly speech, tha speech of an honest
banker. At first they howled him down, but.
he finally got their ears, and told them how
the absurd rumor had arlaen, merely because
the ban; had employed a manager who wasa stranger. 'Honest and capable as he was,
that manager had been dismissed. Above. allthings, he told them that their money waa
there! Ha wanted them to draw It, apd ba
ashamed of themselves, and bring It backnext day. It waa a fine apeech. and they
believed him, but they went on drawing theirmoney Just the same.

Tha payin teller spoks to him aa ba
started back. to. the offloe.

"The currency la. running rather low, sir,"hs urged, his severs spectacles rising, andremaining elevated.
"It will begin coming In at tha back door

In half ad hour," promised Prlne, looking athla watch. "It. will ooma in all day, faaterthan you can pay It out and I'll stay right
here to show myself." - -

Tour very cheerful parties sat In ths par-
lor of .the hotel, and three of them peeredover Walllngtord'a ' shoulder ' while ho
scratched from a little book tha fourth namsIn tha liat of those, who had assisted In rob-bing the Warden orphans of their father'sfortune. The fourth name . was that otPresident Prlne!

"Just sven, ladles," chuckled J. Rufus,mighty proud of himself. "A hundred andfifty thouaand' dollars to tho penny.
"Oh, we forgot!" auddenly exclaimed Violet.

"We didn't colleot anything for tho exponas
fund. WS always "
' "Great Jehoeophatr . Blackie Daw' hadJumped from hla chair as tha door opened,
and, with a pale, drawn faoa, had thrown up
a window. "Oet out of here!" he yelled,
while Wallingford and tha girls rushed to
ths other window and poked out their heads.

"Whare'U I go?" aaked Toad Jeasup calm-ly, cloelng the door and leaning against It'They put me off the street ear. and I hadto walk clear back from tha country.
There's a man out there has a skunk farm."
. "Oet upstairs Into the bathroom," or-
dered Wallingford. rasping for brsath. "Putyour clothes In a suitcase, and hare it sunkIn ths canal. Blackla, set a machine. We'll
all-g- for a ride."

The girls were still clggUn' whan, sithey drove swiftly through ths cool, even-
ing air, J. Rufus began to chuckle.

That exponas fund," hs explained. "We'll
drive straight back ta town. , I want to find
that real estate feUaw."

Tha town awoka . unusually ' early next
morning, gasping for breath. There waa In
the air a sungeat aamethlng which spurred
into Instant activity every rerulaloa . possi-
ble ts ths human systsm. The town moaned,
and. uttered one agonised word.

"Skonkr '

Never. In all the . history of civilisation,
had there been such an overwhelming, per-state- nt

devastating odor aa that which per-
meated aad saturated tha sweet hreese ot themorning. . There vu no escape front It;
there was no hiding; there waa no relief.
The town might aa well have been one-arm- ed

that morning, for every ei.isen. Irre-
spective of age, sex, or color, was compelled
to uae one hand to dose hla or her olfactoryorgaa. Far a time, the disaster was so be-
wildering that lta aoorce could only be

but at nine-fiftee- n Walllngford'S
telephone-be- ll rang.

"Hello!" responded tho faint naaal roloa ofJ Rufua. : .
"Is that you. Wallingford?" was ths nasalreply. "Well, thla la Prlne. What do you

mean by filling that shanty next ta my stors
with skunlts?'7

'They re - necessary to . my . business,"
twanged Wallingford. "I'm collecting them
aa fast aa I can. Tha Keebo Chemical Com-
pany la to manufacture the strongest disin-
fectant In the world, and akunks "

"What!" The tone was as explosive as
possible to a man who waa holding hla noaa
tightly shut. "W elf. you can't do that"

"Why can't I? It's my lot. Bought a hun-dre- d
dollar option on It last night, and I'm

going to start building my factory

choking, gasping silence. Then:
"Tou Infernal grafter!" Another silence.

"Well how much for your option?"
Ten thousand dollars and send It over la

currency." . . , ...

Half an hour later the five strangers hur-
ried out to the bus,' thslr sxpenss money
added to tha restitution fund. . Tha hotel
attendants wsrs ' holding - thslr noses; the
paassrs-b- y on ths strsst were holding their
noses; ths motorraen on ths strsst cars wsrs
holding their noses; old men and young men.
little children, and women were at tho same
! a vol eatery obsdlencs to nature's first law.
It was a elty of left elbows bald at light-assi- es

to the face.
i Tha president of the reformed People's
Bank rushed out of Prlne'a Emporium as ths
bus started.

' "Watt a tnlnute!" he choked, changlnr
hands- to get at his handkerchief. Re saw
ths Warden orphans In ths bus with Blackla
aad Wallingford and Toad Jessup, and his
eyes fell while a bewildered expression cams
Into his face.

Were theaa girls at tha bottom of hla mis-
fortunes! Just thsn ths wind shifted, and
hs shook bis unengaged fist

"What are you doing to do with thea
skunks?" .

J. Bufus leaned oat of the bus window,
and. holding bit nose firmly with bis right
bsnd. beamed gentally on tho suffsrer. I

"Oh those Keebo skunks." Is ooastdanju
"They go wtth tha property. Mr. hrlksJ

KTs b CssKthswad


