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ers Now thefiring Line

The “Legion of Death,” a Regiment of Servian Women at Rifle Practice Before Being Sent to the Front Against
the Austro-German Forces.

How They Are Fighting in the Trenches Side by
Side with the Men, Undergoing All the Hardships
of War, and Being Promoted to Lieutenants,
Captains and Colonels Through Their Bravery

war began reports have leaked

through of women fighting In
the trenchés nide by alde with thelr
husbande, brothers and lovars or slmply
thelr own countrymen. ‘These reporta
have been received with more or less 1o
eradullty. Tt did not seem possible that
women dould undergo the hardships, the
complete reversal of all thelr hablts and
the primitive manners that necessarily
accompany trench 1ife.

Incredulity has, Nowever, glven way
before actual officlal reporty of women
decorated and promoted for bravery oo
the battlefields, It seems now that In
Burope the women actually do put on
the uniform of the men, fight not only
in trenches, but in the cavalry, and in
every way measure up to the standard
of a goldler.

Indeed, they are harder to conquer, it
seoma, than the men. A recent seml
official rt from Petrograd mentioned
that the Russians were surprised, when
they captured a line of trenches along the
Baura River in Poland, to find a numbor
of German women among their captives.
Thess women were found In the very
first line, with hot rifles still jo thelir
hands.

“There was much more difficuity in
making these women prisoners than the
men,” reported the officer In charge of
the victors, “They would not surrender
until after all their men comradas had
thrown down their arma, and they taunted
the men with cowardice. Thase women
waore not at all heavy, unsexed peasania
Some of them showed all the marks of
rafinement. - Inquiry developed that only
& few had domned the uniform becauae
some loved one was in thelr company.
The malority had enlisted beonuse of
purs patriotism.

“1 was told that the German authorl
tien,” said the officer In charge of the
victors, “do pot openly encourage enlist.
ment by women, put they do wink at it
The men In the tranches, the officers
know porfectly well that this apd that
soldior & & woman, but they pretend not
to know It officlally.”

The Russians could not have been sur

&t saving woman soldlers, however,
dreds of women are appa
rently fighting In the armles of the Czar.

Mme, Alexandra Koundasheva Is the
most distinguished woman soldler in the
Russian army. She commanda the Sixth
Ural Cossack Regiment, which has cov-

FROM time to time sioce the great

ered liself with honors in many battles In
" East

Prussla. Wounded twice, Mme.
Koudaghoavn Dbears the Cross of SL
George, that is given only for exceptional
bravery, and many orders of inferlor sig-
nificance. 8he is baok agaln to her regl
ment, which consists of many Cossack
woman volunteers, though the majority
of the soldlers are mon. A few more suc
censful battles and Mme, Koudasheva
will be promoted to a general

When the war began Mme. Koudashevs
entared the army as a volunteer. Bhe
distinguished herself in daring raids on
the German ublans, and was made &
Meutenant, and soon thereafter a colonel
af the same regiment in which her hus
band had served years ago.' Durilng the
two months that she has acted as & com
mander of the regiment ahe has given
prool of exceptional strategle gifta and
cournge. Bhe has never stood bhehind.
but slways in front, of her men, Natursl-
1y, no man I'kes to be surphssed by a
woman, and this has glven her company
& reputation for unusual bravery,

Colonel Koudusheva ts by no means a
semi-barbaric advepturer or » Silome
who revels in bloodshed. She is a lady
of highest cullure and refinement. . Be-
aides belng a talented poet and brilliant
writer, she s a fine musician and a pas
slonate lover of sports. She has mads
twice a rip on horseback froam Ching,
through Manchuria, 8iberls and European
Russia to Petrograd, Bhe made the
trip alome, and the most danger:
ous deserts of the two contiments with-
out having bad any great difficulties.

“1 have feit just as safe in the wiidest
deserts of Blberia, us 1 do on the siresis
of Mosgow o Petrograd, simply beciuse
I have the absolite confdence in my abil-
ity to command the man, regardioss do |

city. or as a highway robber o Lha wild
ot wilds,. A woman—if she onl¥ knows
i feminlae powers—can, conquer any
S thus writes Mme. Koudasbeva in
“Diary of Ride Through B a"
is Is how she writes in & Isiter to o
In New York of ons of her ad-
res while she was still & Heutenan:
was out to sscerlain the strength of
—y i moonlight nig r
was & ghas n s ©
A'{u'f wind whist and
around the ruins of Ythe village, in
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which there had been so much human
joy before and so much misery after. 1
was riding with a company of twenty-five
men (o trace the retreat!ng enemy.
Though the amphitheatric hills that rose
before us seemed dead and bare, yet
mysterfous flashes of light appeared
here and there, like magic signals., They
warned us of the hidden batterles of the
enemy. As we galloped on, 1 could mee
the road strewn with broken boxes,
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the direction where the one before had
fallen,

“Little by little I could see dots in
every direction beyond the ribbon., A
few figures climbed out and started run-
ning toward us. ‘One, two, three!” I
whispered and then followed a salvo from
my men. The filguréa either fell or ran
back behind the ribbon. From behind a
bill flashed a light and then the batteary
of the enemy opened fire at the village
where we were. It was the machine
guns. ‘Nu-ka, Misha, tickie the dadles,
quitk!’ was the humorous remark of one
of my soldlers to me. We must have
killed and wounded a hundred or more.

Then we turned around and rode away,
without bhaving lost & single man and
without having any men wounded.”

Mme. Colone] Koudasheva Is a student
of soldler psychology an the battlefleld,
as |8 shown in another letter.

“When you feel the Invisible fingers of
fate s0 close to your life, as on the bat-
tiefleld, the problems that Interest you
before and the feelings that you exper-
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ence In a peace-
ful feminine ac
tivity die out
and a new view
opens, It is not
the feeling of
sport. it 1s not
the feellng of
beling killed,
that takes hold
of the mind on
the battieneld
but it is =a
queer, dramal ic
h¥ypnose, like
an actor faels

before opening
A play.
It all seams

A huge cosmle
play A Btern
Lragle pano
rama of life

but still a play
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knapsacks, housshald implements, dead
horses and men which the enemy had
loft hehind in his hurrled retreat
“'Excellency,’ whispered my orderly,
'l see there beyond the hill & moving dot
It's probably the head of a “dady" * (as we
called the Germans), As we were in the
shadow of the rulns, we could discern
distinotly the bare field {n the moonlight
Before us was the fArst line of the
trenches of the enemy. | pulled my rifle
and almed., A ahot. The dot became a
black figure that rose and staggered and
fell, It was a distance of 150 steps, and |
could see how a gray ribbon of trenches
stroiched in both @irections before us—a
ribbon that always fescinates and yet
frightens becauss It s the home of death
Mare black dots were visible, moving Ia

human organ-
Ism seems o
work against

the ront. all laws of

nature, for,

though you stay in the cold aud _rain
day and night, yet you cateh no ~old, no
allments that are usual in everyday life”
Mme. Colonel Koundasheva may require

& strict discipline of her inferiors. but she
naver applles any punitive measures, She
commanuds with the most polite words.
“Gentlemen, pleass, would you do me the
favor” is her usual command to the sol-
dlers. “My boys and girls go to any fire
without any foreihla measures”™ she
writes. I just neod (o hint st an instrue
Uon, and already it 4s carried out. 1
have taught them not to shoot with hate,
but 1o love the man they shout. And they
do love, which |s proven by an incident
when once we chased the snemy into a
river and when we saw that they would

Servian Women Recruits for the “Legion of Death” Receiving First
Instructions After {Enlistment.

and thus saved a whole company.”

Another Russian herolne Is Natalle
Tyehnind, a high school girl of Kier, who
has received the decoration of the Order
of 8t, George for distingulshed service at
the front, Bhe had arrived at Opatow
among & detachment of colunteers for the
campalgn agninst the Austrians. She
was dressed like o man, and passed for
a remarkably handsome boy. She was
detalled to carry ammunition to the
trenches, She was in the hottest fire
and was wounded twice The Russlans
were forced to relire, and she was left
Iring on the field.

The Austrian Red Cross workers found
her.

“Why, thle is & woman'" exclaimed
the Austrian surgeon who examined her
The Austirians nursed her., When the
Russians again took Opatow she was
atlll In a hospltal. She was recaptured
by them and sent back to Kier, where
she wag given her honors,

Austrian women are also fighting Stefa
Fallca 18 & young Croatian who enlisted
with her husband in the same regiment
In this case her sex was well-known, and
she was not forced to use men's clothes
She has already been made a corporal for
her bravery in the fleld.

A similar case is that of Stanisiawa
Ordinska, who enlisted, masquerading as
a man, in the Polish Legion for Aus
tria. She was made a sergeant Tor
bravery shown AL the front before it
was discovered ahe was a woman. Then
site was allowed to keep her rank and
her gun.

One of the most interesting bodiey of
vomen soldiers Is the Berbian organiza
tion called the “Legia Smirtl” or le
gion of Death.

The Leglon of Death Is compused of
women who have been tralped In the
us® Of firearms and in the sclence of war

In the Balkan States, wherse women °

bé drowned we all went to pull them out, frequently fellow their husbands through-
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out military cam-
paigns, acting as
pack-carriers, camp
attendants, and even
as trench-diggers and
sappers when neces-
sary, it s not unusual
for them to take their
placea beside their
husbands or their
lovers on the firing
line. There are many
expert rifle shots
AmOng them, many
indeed who are ca
pable of taking

men's places under neceasity Accus-
tomed to attack in solitary places, and
more or lesg inured to bereavement, a
Kind of grim quiet follows them wherever

they are seen.

The Leglon of Death is recrulted from
all classes of women, from the wives
of rich merchants to the wives and
daughters of peasants. This Amason
oorps had its origin in the patriotic en
thuriasm of & woman slxty-two vyears
old, whose husband died for Serbia in
the war for liberty agalnst the Turks.
The women handle the regulatica rifles
and are held in deadly fear by the Aus-
trians and Germans,

Indeed, |t seems that on both sides
the soldiers dread the women =oldiers
more than they do those of their own
FOX

Kipling's “The female of the species
is more deadly than the male,” recalls
itself, of course. Dr. Hans Hulduckson
writing of this same phenomenon, sald

“Women are not natural combatants
They do not rush into war for war's sake.
Ther are without the blood lust that
makes fighting s joy for fighting's sake
They will ight only, in desperate siraits,
and then ounly for their hopor, their chil-
dren or the existence of thelr country
Standing at ons of these last ditches,

-Mq:e. Colonel Koudasheva
Showing the Trousers and
Fypical Male Dress She Wears
mn the Battlefield.

however, they fight with the ferocity of
Ugers. They do battie without rule or

reason *and to the death. An English
woman, who |s l'tl'll'ﬂ\!ll’uﬂx 10 Organize
A company of women for military train
lng, sajd that she did not fear that they
would not Bzht, but the fear was thar
they might Aght too flercely They ars
the most eruel of combatants when they

80 far overcome thelr native womanly
gentleness as Lo enter into combat. :

"A soldier of experience sald thar he
would ratber fight a company of male
soldiers than one woman soldier. He ex.
plained that woman is too resourcefy)
in the matter of weapons War trans
forms woman fo= the time into a beast ™
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