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'} Come on out with your water wagon.
\

' Knit for the Belglans snd crochet for the

Croat'uns.

< Undle Sam {8 learning that it % not the

ocasiest thing to be neutral.
s ——————
') By thé way, have you declded where you

~ will spend your summer vacation?

/ ’W -
© . Poasibily if Terfe Haute bad had a few more
dliy officials they might have been Indicted, too.
S ——

| This ousht to be an auspicious moment to
bésin agitating for more public swimming pools,
o —

-—
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- And smoﬁs_‘;oar New Year resolutions in-
clade one Yor early Christmab shopping wmext

mnwmmr.ttm&n.unm
ons to thaw (t out whenever the ohanuel [reezes
over,

T
Mr. Weatherman must have a stand-ln with

: 3 L
] mﬂ’_,_j VT RSN Y

ndrum: How. long will it take to get
L RRORE. o lLah

3 - g y
e W AT R T P Tl .
"'3'5'-;'- A the Hd did hot

al. e

valry, we are told, is golng out of

/. s Do _ try snd wll the rest
! follow -_-- beto! L &
~ General Goethals is another of those wen

2
i
3

it
H
£
A
i

!

i

5.

| factlion.

4 little 8 the New Year qpul,]
1

The Rights of Neuntrals,
Rack of the note demanding that the British

fleot respect American commerco—the strongast

| utterance of our government to any of the com-

batants thus far-—ig the question of the rights
| of neutrals, n question that has been subordi-
nated since the beginning of the European war
to that of the righia of belligerents. The need
| for a clear-cut definition s plain, and to that

{ end 1t Is highly important that all of the West-

| ern hemisphare unite In this gemand wo as to
| make It & pan-American lasue, supporisd by as
many other neutral nationg as will join.

The United States has gone as far as It bon-
aorably can In countenancing arbitrary Interfer-
ence with its commerce, and the note sent lo
London rightly emphasizes the fact that mere
reimbursement of losses is not sdegquate satis-
While the Injury to our commercs and
industry from such Interference is not to be un-
derestimated, there i a point of morals in-
volved above money consideration. 1 neutral
natlons have no rights which belligerents ars
bound to respect, then the sooner this is real-
lxed the better. As & matier of fact, howsver,
the position of our governmen! is fortified by
the dictum of no less an authority than Lord
Balisbury, who took a similar position with ref-
erence to foodstuffs shipped by neutrals to hos-
Ule destinations during the Bger war.

While our government only “views with
growing concern” the wrongs it sets forth, it Is
unthinkable that British statesmen will hesitate
to correct abuses of which ‘hare is no question,
The United States, in the meantimeo, has
tnken a stand w) @™ It must sssert itself and
insist upon adequate redress,

e —

' The Diversion of Taxes.

Hauving won thelr point in the Iste referen-
dum, the downlown eampus promoters st Lin-
coln are dl-cn\_rmn; ‘more truth than poetry In
a little side-issue than they were willing to com-
cede during the university-location argument, It
seems that a start has already been made at
buying the additional ground by voluntary sale
at prices indicating that the whole of the $100,-
000 to be contributed by the city will be drawn
on and a small percentage also of the guaranty
fund l'lllg!«"lhd by private citizens to insure
acquisition of the rea] estate at u cost to the
siate of not to exceed $300,000. Right here
comes this Interesting speculation voleed
through the Journal:

The ity without dpubt will be oalled upon to pay
all of the $100,000 that the counclimen have levied or
promised to levy to carry this project through., Bdme
sonllment exists ln faver of dontnuing this levy luag
otiough to pay the éntire cost of the tract In exoess of
the 00,00 that the state Is to furnish. It js polpted
out in opposition to this suggestion that the clty will
In fact bo paying & wood deal mors than the IR0
that the commilgsloncrs have (nformoally agreed to
furnish, Just aa soon as & plece of property In
deoded to the state It conses to pay tuxes. Bome of
the half a millien dollars or so that is pald for thess
lota will be Invested In new houses In other parts of
the elty. Seme of It will be put into farms, or
suburban preperty, o¢ into oll wells or Callfornla renl
estate. In polnt of fuot the eity must figure on a re-
ductlon of approximuately half « millldn in its us-
semsment roll on sotount of the sbeorption of this
property by the state That means a loss of revenue
of 1,000 or-$4,000 & year. On top of s direct gifL of
$100,000 In cash thie ™ considerod all the city ought
‘to ba oalled upon to furnish.

In other words, Lincoln is to have an experi-
 pUce on & small - gcale similar to what QOmaha
| underwent In buying the water works thus
rémoving §5,000,000 of taxable pro from
Alsessment rolls. The transfer of the tax for-
merly paid on this valuation' from the owners
of the plant to the general body of taxpayers is
an mctuality though seldom counted in the cost
or figured in (he operation expenses. In the

| little adjoining town of Florence, however,

where the pumping plant lg located, the loss of
waler works taxes has been so serlous gs almost
to bankrupt both the town and the achool dis-
trict, The diversion of taxes on the enlarged
university campus will not be so Important an
ftem to Lincoln, but if the money for bullding &
greater university had all been invested on the
agricultural college site, the nssessment roll
would not have shrunk but, on ths contrary,
wolld have been swollen, first by the |ncreased
value of adjncent property, and second by
the res to the tax books of whatever

Obvioualy, the “or woman” s & mere ruse,
for up to date there have been no feminine al-
dermen. or othér women with “politieal ree-
orda' in the Becond ward of Chicago, and in this

———

The only fhing standing in the way of re-
duced electric Mght rates (n Omaha ls the elec-
trio lightlng company, and the only thing stand-
ing in the way of lower waler rates in Omaha
is the Water board, .

e .

The sew arrivel in the royal housshold of
Italy is » fourth deughter and not a vecond son.
With the succession to the thrope in such nar-
Just cannot afford to get wmixed
in this war, :

——

“The effects of lunation wre subordinate to

ingresses,” observes a

.ohgourity, '

OMAHA, WEDNESDAY,

I Shining Lights of the War |

Martin Marshall in Leshie’'s Weekly
Fopular ldols In ihe Making.

War inevitably develops some olwcure men into flg-
uren of national prominence, and from the vortex of
bioodahed and destruction always emerge popular na-
tional jdals, The pressent war In Europe, the grest-
esl, most sanguinary and most lmpoctant that Tias |
nvts beent wamed on (his sarth, has so [(ar Leen largely
conducted by the schoolmen--gensrais trained In the
theories of war and condoeting their operations along |
the conservative, If uninepired, lines formulated by
the general staffs of their varlous gountries in times |
of peace. As yot no greal strategist has hurst through
ihe scademic rules to achieve the impossibie In an
Irregular way.

True, this war has brought into prominence some
commanfers who were hitherto unknown to fame, hut
only ons ean be sald 1o have forged his way into the
limellght of universal national acclamaltion. General
Von Himdenburg, who, In the early atages of the
war, drove the Russians out of East Prussia and who
har nsince commanded the Oerman forcea in the
eastorn theater of war, is the milltary Mol of the
German empire. Long pest the age for notive merv-
6o and a sami-invalid from gout and rhoumatism, he
was called from his retirement by the Kalser when
dinaster threalenod In Hast Prussia, and, hurrying to
the fromt, he msaatched victory from defeal. Sincre
then he has been stubbornly and aggresalvely op-
posing the Russlan advancs, with fortrimes varying
from day to day. Whatever the final outooms of tha
campalen, he must always remain sypromineat figure
in German milltary history, -

French Leadern,

On the. Frenchh wde Génernl Joffre In the most
prominent figure, and deservedly so, The sentiment
of the nation fa surprisingly unsnimous In s confi-
dence ‘In his supreme ability. Careful, precise, ntelll-
gent and aggrossive, he well typifies the Righeat
product of the mddern militury school and desorvos
the universal love and esteemm of his countrymen

Working hand In hand with Oeneral Joffre in the
Dritish PMeld Marshal, Sir John French. Aa a beil-
liant and dashing cavalry general he won distinction
In the Boer war. When it became apparent fhat
Great Britaln must have Lord Kitcheper in the War
office lostend of st the front, where he wishad to
go, Genersl French was the logieal man to head the
continental - expedition, and how wall he heas sue- |
cesdnd history will ahow. The present opinfon is that
it was General French amd his littie army of khaki-
clad British Lhat saved Parie from Oerman ocoupa-
tion. Few in numbers, but indomitable In courages
and resolution, the Britlsh expedition, with ita ma- |
terial support and moral influence, threw just enougn
welght into the soals tn turn the balance againat the
| France has a ploturesque commander I General
Pau, like Geneoral Joffre, hin Immediate auperior,
served In the Franco-Prussian. war as a young offioer
with great distinction, and lost his right arm on the
battiefleld. Despits thia he continusd activaly In tha
army. and ia almost as popular as Ceneral Joffre.
(ioneral Cantelnau slso commands a prominent pimce
in the affection of the French people, not only for his
own services, but because he has sacriliced two wonn
for the cause af France. :

Uensral French's adversary during the desperate
five months' sirugeie In France and Flanders has
been OGeneral vem Kluck, the moet dogged and per-
Eistent of German commanders, who was scheduled
by the original plan of the general staff to conduct
the triumphant entry into conquered Paris Little by
little ke has hoen forced back from this objective, but
whether he shall be the victor or the vanguisbad at
ths end, he has fought a good fight.

On the Humsinm Side,

War not only makes but unmakes he The
disaster that overwhelmed the unfoftunate MRussian
Genoral Rennenkampt well fllustrates this point. At
the beginning of host!litles he was looked upon as the
mont brilllant of Hussian fleld commanders,' but the
crushing doféeat he sustained st the hands of Von
Hindenburg oclipsed his military fome and he
dropped at once Into w. perhaps permanent,

The Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholalevitch, who s
the field commander of the vast Russian army, has
been mueh fn the llmelight since the beginning of Ihe
war and Is popularly rogarded by his countrymen an
un  invinalble commander. He emerged from the
Russo-Japanese war as one of the most ereditable
figures In thst succession of disasters to Rusaian
armes and he has shown greal ablifity as an organizor.
It 18 sudd to be lurgely duo to hix energy that the
Russian mobilisstion was effected In about half the
timo that forelgn military experts thought possible,
Monarcha at the Front,

The monarchs of the countties invelved in war have
not figured in the field with any dlatinction, although
five kings and one president were with thelr reapective
armies for & short perfod In November. The kalser Iv
the most active of royal militarisis, but It |4 sakt
that his armies are most succosssfui when he In fue.
theat away, The visit of King George of Englan]
and the ogar of Russia to thelr respeéctive forces was

assumes no milltary duties
crowned head has won the
and the ungrudging
King Albert oasily stands
the most romantie figure in this greatest of
democratie, of

i

for themselves high powitions in popu'nr
ight. be montioned the German Lisutenant
eddigen, who, as commander of the submarine T7 5,
ruction snd confusion to the British feet,
rival In aubmarine honors, Lisutenant Com-
of the Britlah nevy, who worked
heavily mined mrbor of the Darga-
ha Turkish battleship Messudiel; 1o
a well directed torpedo. Captain
long Mve In the annals of the Ger-
fa brilllant caresr ax commander of
Emden during its famous four monthe’ warfarce
iah commerce,
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People and Events

It in proposed tha: & war wedal of uniform design
and bearing the simple inseription, "I Was Thers.”
should be distriby among all the allied troops. -

The late Jn‘b‘tm woclal worker and uplifier,

& fortune, and It is not surprising
that his ostate, after paying the devds, amounts 1o
1,400 only,

Rusalan soldiers are reported to be greatar clgaret
#mokers than the British Tommiss When the reguiar
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Kome Very ertinent Qaestions,
OMAHA, Dec. B~To the Editor of The

A eoiple of advertisemenis which

I notired In The Ben have aroused my

curionity, One  wlaned, ‘Wever Mind

Wi, containd insipuations concy rning

A cortnin "Elnine Dedge amnd an open

threat agninst her father The other,

siguned “Elaine Dodge.” v an appeal to

iatu-leu’ for protection against physlcal
violance and anonymois Insinuations, An

examination of the news |tems of the

paper falled te dincioss anvthing bearing
case. Now, If possible, 1 should
ke to learn more about the canse,

First of all, ¥ you are at lHborty to do
so, could youn tell me who Inserted each
of these ads In your paper?

Epcond, what was the trouble of Mr
Dodge'sn friends, Mr. Fletcher. Mr. Hax-
worlh and Mr. Sherburne, and In what
business, poctal or politieal enterprise
were they amoviated with him?

Was Mr. Dodge ever concerned In a
labor dispule, a sharp commercial rivalry
or & large business fallure®™ Was ha
ever concerned in any affalr by which
hie was llkely to have ralsed Intense,
powerful antagonism?

Of course, I realise that you may not
be able to answer all these questions, but
I shoftld llke to get all the detalls 1 can
about this case. ! would prefer that my
letter be not published. If you do pub-
linh it, please sign it with my Initials
only. o L D,

Note: The Bee hopos soon to be able
to answer some of these questions

City Manager vo. Commission Plan.

OMAHA, Dee, % —To the Bditor of The
Bee [ wecently read a purported inter-
view Wwith J. M. Guild, formerly ‘“‘com-
missloner of the Omahas Commercial
club,’ new executive secretary of the
“Greater Dayton association'' of Darton,
mdvocating the ldea of a eclty manager
for Omaha, because, as he says, his
present home s betler governed than
Omaha, becauss it has the experimontal
plan of a city manager,

In my judgment this statement I8 not
Justified and wnyone familler with com-
parative stalistics must inevitably con-
clude that no olty the size of Omaha and
#o cosmopoliton In Its makeup in more
economically managed and more effi-
clently governad thun it la under our
present commission form.

He says wo eloot men (o fill certain
offices regardioas of whether they are
fitted for the work. This s partly true,
but only In rare Instances. It Ia trus
relatively of every human cndesvor and
enterprise, Men engage in business anil
fall, not becauns they are unfitled, hut
beause they Inck experience. 1 should Hke
o know If Mr, Qulld would be willing to
confess how many times he has held
fall, not because Lthey are unfitted, but
ha finally hecame an expert? I do not
think 1t will be urged by his most toti-
mate friend that he was born wilh a pe-
oulinr fitness for his work beyond that
of other men. What fitness he may have
now s acquired by experience; so It Is
with puhblic dfficlals under a commission
or any other form of government

Mr, Guild intimates that & city manager
In &n expert in running the entire and
complex husiness of & municipaligy.
Where can such be found. and wh
could he have acquired his expertness,
not having had the necessary experience
of running & whole ¢ity government and
ity various departments singlehandod? No
private business of any magnitude s de-

pendent on the “one-man’ efforts for suo.- "

cens amd whal (s trun of private busineas
la niso true of public affairs. To me the
fdea of “one-man” power s abhorrent, |
can see nothing commendable in it for a
city like Omaha. It tends to remove gav-
ernment farthér from the people while
they have Dbeem fightlng to bring it
nearer to themselves,

Under the Dayton plan & ia posaible to
build up an unthinkable political machine
with a reprehenslble boss to dictate terma
and say who shall be blected commisalon-
ers to continue him In office. This in con-
celvabiea when we know the frallties of
buman nature and understand that the
clty ynanangér han power to hire and dis-.
tharge the thoustnds of men needed to
A6 the work of a city. This Is something
1 do not believe the intelligent people of
Omaha will stand for or submit to.

1 ean sea nothing In the Dayton pian
that compares favorably with our com-
mission form or that appeals to intelli-
gent people wisghing only for ecomomical
and efficlent government devold of red
; C, E. WALSH,
1022 Park Avenus.

Britailn, Germany, Japan.

OMAHA, Dec, ~To the Editor of The
Boee: I read Mr. George Uowin's letier
in The Bee, but to answer all hin reasons
1 would abuse your courtesy. When I
reafl that Belgium had an alllance with
England and that “the few Euglish sym-
pathizers in America are mostly Britiah
subjects, apging the monocled lords,” 1
conclude that Mr. Gowin (s grossly mis-
informed, to say the least, with regard
o pearly everything he sayas

Mr. Gowin's arguments sre lhose of
noarly all German sympathizers: The
Anglo-Japanese alliance, ithe bringing of
the Hindus te fight white men, and the
sugrestion that England will not heal-
tate to join with Japan tov crush us,
thould we build up a compelitive mer-
chant marine. Concerning those Hindus,
I say that Germany has not maty colored
moldiera to bring Into the fight, and what
she has, under prosent conditions, she
cannot bring to Oermany now, 1f she
had as many as England and. Frunce,
and if she coukd transport them, would
Ffhe not us¢ them, just like the allies
are doing?

All the world knows that England's
policy fn rectent Hmes has boon to keep
friendly with the United Btates, When
sopny old-world powers wanted to inter-
fore during the Spanith-American war,
did not England bid them ksep off? Did
not Lhis country then cotnd near s war
with Germany® A war betwoen Engliah-
spoaking peoplea will never happen agsin.

The Angle-Japanese alliance was made
when even Lhe people of this couptry
were In sympathy with Japan, and
seamn that later it was modified In order
that England should not be involved in
case of a wWar belween this country and
Jupan. By constantly poilnting o o
fancied Japanese portl, will not o real
Japanese poril be created? We know that
the Japancsa nare a very high-strung
people Would it not be proper t0 have
goed will, even for JapanT
German peril” In

)

I
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enough for a ang time (o come bealing
the wounds of Lhis war, without halping
Japan to thake another., England, pars
ticulariy. will nelther make war om o
nor holp anybody to make war on Us,
becmtisd then she might risk to  lope
Canada. Bhe cannot afford (hat,
CAESAR MEGAEZL,
1% Dedge Strect

A New Year's Prmyer.

OMAHA, Deo, 3.~To the Bdltor of The
Pee: At the near approach of the time
when "resolutions’” will be In order, soon
to b broken, 1 most humbly write this
bt of "Christian phllosophy:"’

JOh Lovd, give unto me Thine attentive
oapr while 1 confess all my shortcomings

“Oh, Lord, listen o me while T pray
unte Thee an the Publican. Oh, Lord,
forgive all my asina, and not as the
Pharises. 'Oh, Lord, T thank Thee that
I am not lIke other men'

“Cleanse my soul and body of all
hypocriny and deceit, and give me the
strength that I might at all times tell
the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, though 1 may be ostracissd
for so deing. ~

“Give me the wisdom to see Justico
and at all times, places and under all
ciroumstances sincercly endsavor to let
it be a rule and guide to my conduct.

“Give me the mercy that should an All
Wise Providence entrust me with political
power, I will he falr in my conduct to-
ward my political enamies, honest with
my consclence and falthful teo my eon-
stituente

“GHve me the knowledge so as to be
able to ever be falr and just to all my
employes, and that T may always pay
them the true réward for thelr toll, an!
consequently baniah from earth all needs
of sordid charity. whith 1 consider a
misfortune and a crime.

"Tlve me the power with which to
rexist the political and  ecclosiastionl
tyrant, Give me strength that 1 might
Eird my lvins for the oncoming battle
Let fresdom of speech and| consclence
by my slogan

"Let me rather be a ‘hewer of wood
and drawer of water' In the vineyard of
my Master than seek a plaoce on the
throne of the mighly.

"Lat me and all my ambltions davota
themselves to the service of humanity
and ¢eass chasing the ‘lllusive coin.'

“Let md cver keep bofore mine eyes
the soriptural admonition: *“What shall
it profit a man though he guln the whole
world and lose his own soul.’'

"Give me the powsr to banish from my
mind all grudges, cherished wrongs and
sproad the broad mantle of charity over
all the delinquencies of my feliow
creatures and write thelr faults upon

the evands asd thelr virtoes
tablets of love amd memery.
"‘Give me the power to see and unfer-

upon tha

"wtand that | might be honest with my~

eelf, with my fellowmen, my ©
and my God
“CHye mo the wisdom to =0 1ive that

when the summons for me to join Lthe
Irmumerahle caravan [ can honestly and
Mneeraly say

1 have fought a good fight and am
ready to answer the bugle call of my
Master and there recelve whatever re-
ward He may decree 1 ghall have for my
toll mm an spostie of truth, an advoonts
of justice, a defender of right against
wrong, a lover of falr play and a devotsd
follower af the teachings of the lowly
Nagerene,'

“Oh, Lord. hear this, iy sarnest prayer,
and mccept me ints Thine temple of
heaven as | am, and not as 1 sbould be,
Amen, "’ J. HARRY SINCLAIR,

LINES TO A SMILE.

"1 wish the Banta Claus yth could be
kept up all through Jife," said he
“aOman.

“Fo do 1" replled the man. “It ssems
bad jodgment to deprive & boy of his one
object In being good Just boim Christ-
ma. —Washinglon Star.

He—At a foot ball dinner a man got
and jeft the table becauss some one

v story he dldn't approve of.

She—0Oh, how noble of him! What was
the story?—Yale Record,

"l emn glve you & cold bite,” sald the

WOmAn.

“Why noet warm It up?™ asked the
tenmp.

“Thers ain't gny wood sawed."

“Ho®* Well, ve It to me cold™=New
York Bun.

THE WEDDIN' GIFT.

New York Times.
His father gave them gold snough
To settle on
e mother gave them woolen stuff
Her own hand spun.

A _carven chest g linen, fair
For (hn table’s spreadin’

The kinsfolk sent to wish the palr
Joy o' the weddin',

I bat? no gift o' gold or white, ..
I'da never spin,

Or toill by candle light—
Folk called It sin

Thr‘{ talked o' broad of idienass!
Where was my thrifi?—
But in the wood where none may guoss

I found me au gilt. v

AN, dear, It was as breath o' life
(To them that love [t)—

l'."n} thinkin’ it was a Fairy Wife
Hagd the makin' of it

My gift mode other gifts beslde
<0k poor and shoddy—
The Good t.l-‘mk know where such trea.

_ ures
Mo other body!

Quality store

WAIT for

W AIT-ing

will result in greater savings—
s1ys that premier

Benson & Thorne Co.

1516~18-20 Farnam Street

WATCH for our ad Jan. lsf

the sale Jan. 2d

enough to rum about

of age, that
‘s pletures cut out of the
4 p. wm, Saturday, Janusry 2,

you too.
gure to turn them in to

milk wvery day, and lots of room to romp and play when they are big

All the dollles so far have been won by the girls in the clties, and
now | am sure you will all be glad to help some litle girl on a farm wiz
the Twina, No one elsé can get tham.

The Twins will be glven free to the liitle girl under 18
or malls us the'

The Twing pictures will 5¢ In The Bee every day this week. Cut
them out and ask your friends to save the pletures in thelr paper for
Bee¢ how many pictures of The Twins you can get, and be
@ Bee office before 4 po m. Saturday, Jan. 2,

You Can See the Twins at The Bee Office

Now listen to this,
girls, When we opened
the doll box to get ome
for this week, what
should greet us buta
pair of twins. Think of
it—we were quite pug-
zled to know what to do
at first, because one is
enough for any little
Busy Bee to care for,
but we soon decided

apon a plan—

The Twins are to te
the country to .anmu
girl living on & farm, where
there's plenty of nice Cresh

nwmber of

Third Sled FREE This Week

uaumm.mu_mnr.um.am
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The plcture of the Sled
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