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The Plain of Assembly
Where Moses Delivered the Te
Commandments to the Children
of lerael

NE of the most desirable re-
sults of the present world
war will be the ellmination

of Turkey ag a Power and the libera-
tlon of the territories under her
voke, inchiding the Holy Land, with
all the sites of Biblical history and
the Saviour's life.

Prime Minister Asquith and other
representatives of the allles have de-
clared that “this war means the end
of Turkey." : .

Of course, these £peakers did not
take into consideration the possibil-
ity that Germany, the great ally of
Turkey, might win, but at any rate
they make it certain that if the
Allfes win the Turk will be driven
from his conquered territories.

Then, at last, we shall ses an end
of the outrageous conditions that
allow the barbarons Turks to control
thae holy clity of Jerusalem, with the
Sepulchre of the Saviour, the Tem-
ple of Solomon and its other slmost
innumerable sacred eites,

Christian clvilization has gained
sofme rights in Jerusalem, but In
other sacred places of the Holy Land
Christlans are entirely shut out oy
the Turks » mout venture there at
the risk of t.elr llves

In Jerusalem the American tourist
could, before the war, visit such
sites as the Garden of Gethsemnne,
with the olive tree where the
Saviour was betrayed by Judas, ani
the Garden Tomb of Jesus, Near
Mount Calvary.

Many of the most interesting parts
of Jerusalom have, however, not been
open to the visitor or the explorer,
Chief umong these I8 the site of the
Temple of Solomon, which cannot be
touched hy a Christian or a Hebrew
because it is occupled by a Moham.
medan mosque,

Excavations in the temple area may
still reveal the Altar of Sacrifice, the
Bragen Altar, the Table of Shew-
bread, the Molten Sea and varlous
other sacred objects mentioned in the
Bible,

The Palace of Solomon, where he
received the Queen of Sheba, is a
building concerning which great in.
terest Is naturally felt. It was “bulit
of the cedars of Lebanon” When
the stones of Herod's palace are un-
earthed it ls not Improbable that
beneath these may be found the
cedars of Solomon’'s bullding, for in
those times they had a habit of build-
ing on the ruins of their predecessors,

A notable instance of a Biblical
gite of extraordinary Interest from
which [nvestigators are entirely ex-
cluded fs the Tomb of Abraham nnd
the Hebrew patriarchs at Hebron In
Palestine. It was here that Abraham,
the forefather of all the Israelites,
dwelt with hls family, as the Book
of Genesls tells us.

Before he dled Abraham bought
the Cove of Machpelah from Ephron
the Hittite as a burlal placa for him-
self and his famlly (Genesls xviil.)
The site of the Cave of Hebron hus
been known from time lmmemorial,
It wus known In early Obristlan
times, and In the days of the Saviour.
No confusion has ever arlsen as to its
vosition, such as has ocourred In the
mse of other Bible sites.

The Oave of Machpelah ls situated
within an Inclosure called the Ha-
ram, formed by a gigantic Herodlan
wall. Above ths cave stands a
church built by the Crusaders In
187, but slnce converted fnto a
mosque and for mwany centuries in
the posseasion of the Turks.

In the cave were burled Abraham,
bls wife, SBaruh; his son, lsaac; the
latter's wife, Hebekah; Jacob, son of
Ysaac; T.eah, wife aof Jacob, and
insaph, son of Jacob and Rachel lo
the mosque abovée the cave are moni
ments in the form of tombs to Saral.
Isane, Rebekah, Jacobh, Leah and
Joseph, bul they do nat Inclose the
wiual bones, These are presumably

Why This War Will Free the Holy
Sepulchre, the Temple of Solomon

and All the Famous Bible Sites
and Open Them to Civiliza-

Kelics Sacred toChristianity

tion, if the Allies Win

Garden of Gethsemane Near Jerusalem

Thie lg the Ollve Trea Where Christ Was Betrayed and Where the Angel Gabriel Ap-
peared to the Baviour, According to Local Tradition .

in the cave below. The Mohamme-
dans venerate the Hebrew patrlarchp
although they oppress thelr descend.
ants,

Ordinarily Christians and Hebrews
are not even allowed to enter the
Haram surrounding the mosque. Oc-
caslonally Christlans of great in-

fluence, such as the King of Engiand's’

heir, bave been permitted to enter
the mosque.

Recently E]holo‘l‘lphl were taken
for the Mfirst time of the six ceno-
taphs or memorial tombs, of the
patriarchs within the mosque. These
are reproduced in a recent report
of the Palestine Exploration Fund,
which glves some very interesting
information about the building.

“In the church pavement," says
the Rev. A. B, Grimaldl in this
article, “are three movable slabs
which give access by ladder or rope
to the cave, But two are fastened
up, and not even Moslems are allowad
to enter by the third. It ls used to
throw down written petitions to
Abrabhnm; snd, looking down, the
floor 1s seen to be covered as with
snowflakes,

“When King George V. (then
Prince of Wales), visited the mosque
a light was let down, and the raocky
sldes were seen and a doorway en-
tering out of this ante-chamber into
the Tomb Cave itself”

With the granting of freedom to
the inhabitants of Palestine, the rep-
resentatives of religlon and sclence
will be able to enter this mysterious
cave and digcloss Its contents to the
world.

Around Hebron centre all the in-
teresting events of the patriarchal
age recorded in the Blble, Here
Abraham prépared to sacrifice his
own son, lsasc, In obedlence to the
will of God, Jacob labored seven
yvears for Rachel, und Esau sold his
birthright for & mess of pottage
From herse Joseph started on his
fateful journey to Egypt.

A remarkably Interesting relle af.
fected by the war Is the Monastery
of 8t Catherine, on Mount Binal,
shown In one of the accompanying
photographs. This occuples the tra-
ditional spot whers the Lord de
livered the Ten Commandments to
Moses,

In the llbrary of this monastery
was recently found the oldest known
manuscript of the Bible,

The monks have occupled this
ancient mousstery for about 1.800
yoars, since the foundation of the
Ohristian religion, This monastery
lies nlong the route by which the
Turks were reported to be advancing
tn attsek the BHritish defenders of

Egypt. It la possible that the peace-
ful Inmates of this very anclen’
sacred building may be driven out
by war,

At the foot of the mountain lles
“the Plaln of Assembly," where the
Israclites walted for Moses to bring
down the laws to them,

Persons who have read about cer-
tuln modern enterprises in Jerusa-
lem and other parts of the Holy

logleal

Tand may bave gained an idea that
the Turk has become more amiable

in recent years. This |8 a mistake,
You can only get anything from the
Turk by paying him exorbitantly,
and this is not always possible.
“Until recently,”
Lewis B. Paton, professor of 0ld
Testament history in Hartford Theo-
Seminnry,
excavation were given by the Govern-
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Library of the Monastery of Mount Sinai
Here There Are Stored Priceless Manuscripts and Anclent Parchments
Which Have Never Been Opened to the Eyes of Western Bible Students
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The Garden Tomb of Jesus Near Mount Calvary

The Window ls Polnted Out to Tourists as the
One Where Mpry Looked In and Saw the Angels

ment, and when, under European
pressure, firmans, were at laast
granted, these were bhedged around
with 80 many restrictions that they
wera aof little practleal value.  Ae-
cording to the present Turkish law of
nntiquities, the consent of the local
authorities must first be secured be.
fore a permit will be lssued in Con-
sgtantinople, To obiain this a lavish
expenditure of money ls necessary In

writes the Rav.

“no permits for

How the High Cost of Living Is Bringing Back

There is truth behind all the stories of them

that have delighted and frightened children for

ages. Only they weren't quite the kind of people that
the falry books make out.

They were, sclence belleves, prehistoric dwarfl races

of Europe, usdally swarthy and mischievous. They

were swarthy, small and prankish because for gene-
rations their race had pol enough to eat. They had,
in fact, like Peter Pan, never grown up. And belng
still children they behaved llke children.

It was the memory of these “little people, and this
name given them by the Irieh s sclentifically literal,
that crystallised into the storles of dwarfs, kobalds,
pixies and 50 on in the falry gtories.

The really Interesting part of all this, however, is
that American Medicine, the famous medical journal,
says that the fairies are coming back to earth—and
through the causes that originally produced them.

“English anthropologista and physiclans,” says
American Mediclne, “have notlced for a Jong time that
the prehistoric small, dark types which were sub-
merged by the Celtie and Teutonic Invasions have been
reasserting themselves numerically and have also been
percolating back to the areas from which they were
driven hy these bigger, flercer, blonder immigrants.

“Much of this is due to the more perfect adjustment
to the cllmate of the oldest stocks wnrough hundreds
of millenniums of survival of the Attest, whereas the
lnst Invasions have braught In types which are just
enough unfit for the new climate to lose ground In
proportion to the rest. The big blonds are not dying
out by any means; indeed, they might be Increasing,
and their control of national affairs Is stronger every
decade perhaps, but the smaller, darker Lypes are ap-
parenitly getllug more numerous in speecial positions
which kill off the more recent Teutons.

“The plgmies, on the other hand, are spparently small
sizes of il the types which make up the population,
though no exact observations have been made of thelr
phynica) characters. No one knows what cauges such
variations, but we can well Imagine a thousand things
which may happen to cheek growth, and, as the un-
fortunates are largely in the lowest social classes, we
are justified In suspecting disease and underfeeding
as the most common.

“Very small or dwarf specimens are found in every
species, and in every ltter of pigs there Is & ‘runt’
The phenomenon seems to be universal, and there is
no reason to doubt that dwarled types have appeared
in England ever since man was man. If he was too
litle to “old his own in those flerce days, he perished;

FMRIBS. sclence now ls sure, really dild 'exlat.
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Fairies
if too hig, he was llkely to become too aggresslve and
to be lald low by sirategy.

“As a fact, prehistoric skeletons of one locality and
time are remarkably uniform, as also are the modern
savages of one tribe. In modern elvilization, on the
other hand, size has absolutely no vearing upon the
survival, for no matter how little or how big & man
{8 he can find some way of making a living and some
climate which will not hart him, Iodustrialism fur
nishes innumerable opportunities for littla men who
have sufficient Intelligence, and they do not have to
resort to talloring, shoemaking or servile attachmaent
to the more officlent blg men. Thelr numbers ought
to Increase, and perhapa they are increasing through-
out pnorthern Europe, which has formerly been At for
only the big types, but now puts subsisience within the
reach of millions of little men, some of whom eannot
even shoulder a gun to keep out invaders.

“If the dwarfish types are not gifted with enough
intelligence fer skilled Imbor they are in a pitiable
condition, for they cannot do hard laboring work, A
blg imbecile can shovel dirt, byt the lttle man cap-
not prosper without bLrains hese stupld dwarls,
elothed In rags and begging an existence, are the most
pitiable sights in London.

“Will America furnish pigmies when the price of
food advances to the high relative level of Europe?
We have always prided ourselves on the good phy-
glque which comes with our more liberal feeding, but
there is a suspicion that we have seen our best days,
We are bheginning the successful importation of meat
from Argentina, and It stands to reason that, as In
London, thera will be some men too feeble mentally
and physically to get enough of it for thelr children.
Most of our little people are foreign borm, but the
natlve born are not sizing up as formerly, and some
Lime ago the manufacturing tallors reported that the
demand was for smaller sizes of boys' clothes for age
than formerly,

“The process of dwarfing must have heen golng on
for some time unnoticed. It {8 not possible to get ex-
&ct data on this subject, as no records have been kept
of weight and height for each year, but gur ‘child wel-
fare' folks are doubtless collecting sueh Information for
future use. The matter ought to be looked into mow,
ns it Is quite disconcerting to think that the pouring
of hordes into the ‘melting pot’ 18 to result in under
sized people as In Burope, even plgmles as in London.
Every Immigrant may help to shovel dirt for rallronds,
but he brings one more mouth te fill while the mest
production is diminishing. It Is all very well to say
we will give these poor fallures of Europe s seat at
tl::ur tab’lr, but what if our own children go to school
ungry ™
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order to ocercome the fanaticlsm and
prejudica of the provinclal authorl-
ties,

“The site deslred for exploration
must be purclnsed at a price estl
mated by the owners. After local
permission is secured, endiess delay
and bakshish are necessary before an
edlet can be secured from the central
government. When at last It ls
obtained, & Turkish commissioner,
whose expenses are pald by the ex-
ca¥ator, must be constantly In at-
tendance to declde what may and
what may not be done, and all
antigquities discovered must be turned
over to the Imperial Ottoman Museum,
Thesa conditions stand In disagree-
able contrast to the liberal provisions
In Egypt, where any competent per-
son is allowed to excavate, and is re.
quired only to divide bis finds with
tha Calro Museum.

“At the beginnlng the exploration
of Palestine was confined to the study
of places and objecl that remalned
above ground. Edward Roblnson,
the distinguished American arch:
acologlst and professor in Unlon
Theologlcal Seminary, New York, In a
sories of journeys carried on during
the years following 1588, aod the
Prench scholar, Guerin, ascertalned
the modern nomaes of muny Jocalities,
upd succpeded in identifying them
with places mentioned in the Bible
The Palesting Bxplomtion Fund,
founded In Eupgland in 1865, and
largely supporied by American con-
tributors, conducted an elaborate sur-
vey of Palestine, whose resulis were
embodied In thelr ‘Great Way of
Palestine,’ which is still the standard.

“Other explorations wero carried
on at Jerusalem since 1847, and a
Iittle digging was done outside the
present city llmits to determine the
lines of the snclent walls. In the
course of the suparfelal study of the
lnnd a number of itmportant monua.
ments were discovered still standing
upen the surface, In 1888 the Ger.
min missionary Kleln discovered an
Ingeription of Meshe, King of Moab,
who Is mentioned in 11. Kings, 5. In
1850 some boys, playing in the eon.
dult which leads to the Pool of Slloam,
dlscovered an inscription In anclent
Hebrew characters dating from the
time "of King Hesekiah., In 1801
Schumacher discovered a mopnument
of Rameses 1T, (1202 B, C.), who was
probably the Pharaoh who oppressed
the chiidren of Isrne! In Egvpt, and
in 1001 Professor George Adam Smith
discovered s beautiful stele of Betl I,
the father of Rameses I1."

The Harvard expedition at SBamaria
in 1008-1010 discovered remalns of
the palace of the Hebrew Kings Omri
and Abab, and in ope of its cham.
bers potsherds were found contiain-
ing buslness soccounts written ln a
charnoter similar to that of the
Bllpam inseription.

These discoverles are ounly a be-
glnning of the exploration of Pales-
Line. The sites excavated, except
that of SBamaris, are relatively un-
fmportant towns. The great religious

o

contres of antiquity, such as Hebron,
Jerusalem, Bethel and Dan, remain
unexplored, Hundreds of large
mounds exist all over the country,
within which the records of ancient
times are deposited one above the
other In chronologlea! order. It s
not unreasonable to expect that, If
these mounds could be explored
thoroughly, many more Babylonian
tablets such as those found at Tan-
ach would be diecovered.

Perbaps even n whole library might
be unearthed In such a place s
Kirjath-Bepher, whose name means
“Book Town." Blopce Hebrew inserip-
tlons have been found already, there
is no reason why more might not be
found, or why even manuscripts
might not be discovered sealed up in
earthen javs, which, as we know from
Jeremiah 82:14, was the custom of
the Hebrews., Think how the world
would be startled, If some of the loat
books .uentloned in the 0Old Testa-
ment were redlscovered, or anclent
manuscripts of some of the canon-
fcal books!

Not only the sacred places of the
Holy Land, but the most famous sites
of the anclent and clagsics] world,
barring those of Greece and Rome,
lla under the clutebes of the unspeak-
able Turk. Among them are Con-
stantinople, Troy, Babylon, Nineveh,
Damascue, Tyre, Sidon, Arbela and
many olthers,

Conslderable escavation has, of
course, been done st such places an
Babylon snd Ninevel, but it could
only be done at great expénse and at
grent risk of many kinds. These
conditions will be remedied when the
terrible Turk Is swept away and the
world will enter on a new era of en-
lightenment and progress.

Before the war French areh-
asologists had just begun some very
Interesting researches st Cpnstanti-
nople, They have now partinlly lald
bare the rulns of the palace of Con-
stantine, which, of course, is of great
interest as the resldence of the Hm.-
peror who gave his name (o the city,
This nmazing buliding covered a
space of many nores, ncluding quar-
ters, baths and every luxury for the
one thousand persons who composed
the lmperial household and the guarda
of the palace.

It surpasses Incomparably both in
extent and splendor the palace of the
Coesars at Rome, sud yet it ia prob.
ably equalled In interest by many of
the other rulns in the clty,

Fow Americans realize the extraor-
dinsry Interest of Constantinople and
the strange manper lu which ¢t
weilth of the ages hus been lock
up in It. Constantinople has a lon
continuous history thun any ot
great city in the world. Compared
With it, Athens was but a city of o
day, and even Rome Is mnew, while
London and Parls are mere parvenus,

BEyerybody hopes thst one of the
first results of the war will be to
this anclent centre of culture
Christianity, as well the
hnr:‘iitm the horr back-~




