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Capital or
Hollvla Is one of the most
Interesting of all the South
American oitics. and Sunday la Its
great da? of the week The town 11m
far back from the ocean, across the high- rst of the Andes, and on one of the hlgh--cplateaus of the earth. In the Oulbert
hotel, where I am writing. 1 am almost
two miles and a half aboe the sen. ami
I can see from my window the perpetual
p:.ows or Mount lllimanl, one of the highest peaks of this hemisphere. All about
are other high mountains, and wulllns me
In are the (treat ramparts, three times
s high ns the Washington monument,
that guard the basin In which Ls. Paz
Hoe. I have climbed the walls of Jerusalem, and have tramped for mllos upon
the great wall of rhlna that separates
that country from Mongolia. Xelther of
these walls is over fifty feet high. The.
walls of Ijn Paz nro thirty times higher.
They oxtond upward for 1,300 feet and
In a pltitonit that Is more than 13 000 feet
nfcove the level of the ocean. The plateni
of Bolivia is as big as either Virginia,
Ohio or Kentucky, and on one side ot
It aio mountains, some of which arc
more than four miles In height. The city
lies In a depression In that plateau. It la
Ir a little hollow, way up here on the
topmost roof ot the world. Mr. John n.
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C'llear, our American minister, says the
a washdiameter
and. whose sides are 1,500 feot deep. This
bowl Is almost circular excopt for one
end, where Is a great crack, out of which
the I.a Paz river runs. And. Indeed,
iv fair Idea of the city.
that
Its
Mtc was a depression' In Mho bed ot the
great Inland sea that once covered this
mighty plateau. Then the earth rose and
the water btoke through at tlio crack
and ran out, leaving the dry hollow that
now holds tho capital of tho Holtvian
Mtc of tho town is shaped like
bowl whose top Is three miles In
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.Voir llnvc llnllrotitl.
When I last visited l.a Paz I rode from
Lake Tltlcaca across the plateau on tho
top of u stage drawn by eight mules,
which wero changed every three hours.
This time I came on tho railroad.
took
tho train at Guaqitl, on Luke Titlcaca,
and within three or four hours had
crossed tho high plains. I could sec no
sign of a city until the cars stopped at
the Alto. This Ik at the edgo ot the
basin, whero the motive power for the
train Is changed from steam to electric-lty- .
Here our engine pulled up on the
brink of the precipice, and there below us
was this mighty hole peppered
with
houses, roofed with red tiles and galvanWo could see 'he walls of
ized iron.
green, made by natuie. and the patches
of cultivation clambering their sides; and
right in tho center, awny down far below
us, wero the two and three-stor- y
houses
and the churches and the public buildings
that make up tho city.
We rode down tho sides of the walls on
an electric; trolley in winding curves, our
1

train zigzagging this way and that. Here
the cars flew around 11 loop, and there
they cut a groat figure S, while further
on we could see a' half dozeti tracks abovo
and below us. As we descended tho town
grow larger, and tho buildings that wero
merely toy houses when .viewed from the
Alto, becamu of respectable size. We could
now rdck, out the1 streets as' they, climbed
down t)ib hills, and could recognize the
buildings about the great, central plaza,
whero stands the national capltol. In
which congress meets. AVe could see the
palace whero the president lives, and at
Itn left tile unfinished cathedral, upon
which the people have been working for
two generations, and whore I am told
they will still be working for a generation
to come. At the same time wo began to
notice the crowds of the streets, and our
eyes caught the maze of bright colors,
which, of a Sunday, paint waving ribbons
on the thoroughfares of La Paz,
II I IV lttiNlrtcKH mi Sunday.
On week days La Paz has a mixed population of perhaps 80,000. On Sundays this
number Is increased by tens of thousands
ot Indians. The Aytnaras ' come In for
many mllos c er tho country around,
choosing this Lord's day of all others as
their one and only trading day of the
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and Cholas and the Cholltos. The Cholos are the women, and Cholltos Is a
term for the girls, Tho
cholos are the mixed breed made by the
crossing of the Spaniard and the Indian.
The Cholo men dress much as we do, but
tho women and girls have the same vos- tumo they have had for a generation or
more. They delight ln delicate colors, nnd
seem to have robbed the gorgeous Andean
sunsets for the tints of their shawls und
dresses. They have skirts of rose-re- d
Hundreds of them wear
and
and not a few have
skirts of
short dresses as red aB the sun as its setting. They have shawls of tho finest of
silk of the most delicate hues, nnd thefe
aro bo draped that they stand out over
the skirts, which aro propped out with
hoops. Tlie skirts themselves reach only
to the ripe curve of the calf, whoso
plumpness Is brought out by the high
shoes of white, cream or blue kid that
form tho fashionable footgear. Tho Cholu
shoes have very high heels. They nro
buttoned high up, but arc always 'tied nt
the lop by a cord with a tassel that
hangs half way to tho ankle.
The girls have white straw hats with
tiny black bands around the crown nnd
bows on one side. The bands seem to be
pasted, on tho hat. and sometimes they
are merely streaks of black paint. As the
Chollto Btruta along tho street on her
high heels she rests her hat raVlshly on
one side of her head and walks with a
swing. Sometimes sha fUrts her skirts a
llttlo to show h,er green or blue colored
stockings; and often you notlco tha alio
has no stockings at all and that what
ydu thought was knitted hose of
silk Is tho bare, rosy pink of tho leg.
Cholo Women Are I'rouil.
The Cholo women are very proud of
their ndmlxturo of white blood. They
think themselves above their Indian sisters, and look down upon the woman who
wears a blankot und sandals. They are
brighter than the IndianB. Many of them
are truders who buy and Bell In the markets, and they do much of tho retail
buslnoss of the Bolivian capital, having
email stores and salmons. Not a few uro
the solo support of thelr families, Including, perhaps, those of their husbands,
who strut tho streets of tho nollvlan
capital,' having allowances ot pin money
from the trado curried on by their wives.
Hut let us go on with our walk through
tho markets, Wo paw scoros of Indian
women wearing striped blankets of red,
yellow, blue and green. There are nlso
natives in black mantos, with black crepe
shawls wound tightly around their
They ljave stopped on
faces.
tholr way home from church. Thoy liavo
prayer books In their hands, and nlso
prayer matB. Many are accompanied by
tho men of the family, who wear high
black silk hats, black clothes and black
glove. There aro also foreigners, for
La Paz is a cosmopolitan city, and It hu
all tho nuoer classes of theso Holivian
highlands.
The most Interesting of all are the
Indians. We can so thorn everywhere
ua take 11 look
buying and sailing.
at the wares. Here is a woman with a
little pile. . of potatoes and two -or three
I
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peddling onions, and a. little farther over
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have seen most of the great market
sights of tho world. I have haggled over
the prices In Calcutta, Bombay and Bennies, I have dickered with the orientals
in Cairo and Tunis and have fought
with the Slavs at tho fair ot Nljnl Novgorod on the Volga, whero Europe and
Asia annually meet to buy and to sell. I
have seen the open-ai- r
markets of Africa
and tho mighty bazaars of Slam and
Burma, but nowhere have I found so
much activity as right hero In La Paz.
The Indians are dressed' In 'the gayest
of reds, yellows, purples and greens.
They bring their families with them and
there Is a jna'ss of moving men, women
and children Vwhlph, throngs the streets
from one end, to tho other, Every one
has merchandise with him and many
have traveled forty, fifty or more miles,
carrying their wares on their hacks. In
addition to the crowd on' the cobblestone
load ways are two long lines of women
sellers who take up the sidewalks,
Kvery one bits down where she is and
spreads her wares out before her, so that
thcro are literally miles of vegetables and
goods on ono kind of other lining tho
streets. In addition to .the Indians are1
the many Cholos or half breqdB, and
mixed with the whole Is tile white population of the Bolivian capital, women
and men who have come out to buy or
see tho strange sights.
All Wcnr Ilrlulit Colorx.
The chief colors come from the dress of
tho Indians. The children' and grownups
wear alnnit the same costume, and even
the babies ate clad like their parents.
Tho men and boys have on ponchos
which cover the upper parts , of their
bodies. The poncho Is a blanket of the
brightest of colors, with a short silt in
the middle through Which the head goes,
so that the cloth rests on the neck and
shoulders and falls Ja the waist. Under
the poncho is an embroidered vest, and
the suit is completed by pantaloons that
icach half way down the calf and are
lit up to the knees at the back. Many
of the Indian men are barefooted, and
many wear
sandals tied on
with strings. The most of them have on
llttlo jfclt hats with round crowns, and
under them knit flaps that cover the ears
and fall to the shoulders!
The women also weiir hats of much tho
same shape, and some of them are bareAll are barefooted. They wear
headed.
guy blankots pinned around fholr shoulder, iovering a white waist or vest. They
have very full skirts o'f red, yellow, pink,
green ' or blue. Everything la of the
gaudiest nature, and the cheap dyes ut
Germany have aided In making the 'iue
and tints swear at one another.
Half ShhI1i mid Indian.
Mixed with the Indians arc the Choios
1
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a girl has for sale green .roasting ears,
peas, celery and lettuce. On the opposite
side of the street Is a peddler who has
flour In bags that hold half a pint, and
farther on nro peddlers ot fruit. Everything is sold by the pile, and you measuro
the pile by your eyes. There are no
weights and measures to tell you now
much you aro getting. You pay by the
pile, nnd tho plies nro cxceoaingiy sman.
A half dozen llttlo potatoes, a handful ot
flour or a tablespoonful of salt makes up
a purchase, and tho usual trade Is equal
to 5 cents of our money. A whole mar
keting could bo crowded Into a halt pecK.
1
douht whether the average cooking
stove ot La Paz could prepare much more

at

one time.
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The variety of the vegetables, fruits
nnd meats Is great, and the quality
Is especially fine. Tills high plateau is
the homo of some of the chief crops of
the world. It is known that the potato
came from the Andes, and It Is a question
as to whether this Is not tho birthplace ot
our Indian corn. Hollvla has maize, the
grains of which are twice as large as
by our farmers. Some are of a
bright yellow color, every grain ns big
aa my thumb nail. Others are white, of
twice the size of a lima bean, and bo
floury that they could be mashed to a
powder between two stones. Somo of the
corn la ot a mulberry color, other kinds
are red or even Jet black.
As to the potatoes, they arc red, white
and yellow, and somo aro aa pink as the
toes of tho bablcB plnylng among thein.
Some of the potatoes are as big as your
fist, and otlier varieties not more than
tho size ot a thimble. They are all sold
by the pile and a half dozen or ten make
up the average purchase.
Nearly every potato seller has chuno
among her wares. They are potatoes so
treated that they look like bleached bones,
and are nlmost ns hard. When you break
thein apart you find them fibrous and
tough. They aro ordinary potatoes so
frozen and dried that they can bo kept
for years without spoiling. The usuil
method of making chuno Is to soak the
raw potatoes In water, night after night,
and then lay them out on the ground to
n
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In line with our established policy
of always giving the greatest service
for the least cost, we have again reduced electric light rates.

A Reduction of Nearly 10
now in effect. This means that
many of the electrical conveniences
you have, never used before can be
used at no extra cost for current.
is
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This institution Is the only one
in the central west with separate
buildings situated in their own

ample grounds, yet entirely distinct, and rendering it possible to
classify cases. The one building
being fitted for and devoted to the
and
treatment ot
diseases, no others being admitted; the other Rest Cottage being designed for and
to the exclusive treatment
of select mental cases requiring
for a time watchful care and
n ursine.
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Better look into Ms now
How about an Iron or a Fan?

Omaha Electric Light and Power Co.

