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L antinued

“T can say it with a perfectly clear
congclence, Miss Guile,” sald he, and
was filled with delight when she bit
her Up as a slgn of acknawledginent

'‘Oh, here comes the tea,” she cried,
with a strange eagerness in her voloe
‘T am g0 glad.”" She scrambled grace
fully gut of her rug and arose to her
foot

"Aren't
he eried

“Yes,” ghe sald, quite pointedly. “1n
my room, Mr. Schmidt,"” and before
hid could eet to hils et she was moy
ng away without so much as a nod
or smile for him. Indeed, she a)
peared to have dismissed him from
her thoughts qulte as completely as
Ifrom her viston. He experienced a
gueer sensation of shriveling

At dinner that night, she failed to
look In his direction, a circumstance

SOoTe

ou golng to have

et may not appenr extraordingry
when It Is stated that she purposely
or Inadvertently exchanged scats
with Mrs, Gaston and sat with het
bark to the table occupled by R
Schmidt and his friends. He had to
be vontent with a view of the most
exquisite back and shoulders that

good fortune had ever allowed hlm to

guze upon. And then there wias the
way that her soft brown halr 2rew
nbove the slonder neck, to say noth
ng of bhut Mrs, Gaston wus watch
ing him with most -|l|fl|l'lil“_\ ©eyes
s0 the feast was spolled,

The followlng day was as unlil

Ita predeceseor as black Is ke white
During the night the smooth gray
pond had been transformed Into a
turbulent, storm-threshed ocean; the
once gentle wind was now 2 howling
gale that swept the decks with a mer
clless lash In s grip and whipped
into submission all who wvalnglorl
ously sought to defy lis chill domin
fon. Not rain, but spray from huge,
swashing billows, clouded the decks,
biting and cutting like countless
needles, each drop with the sting of
1 hornet behind It, Now the end of
the world seemed far away, and the
Jumping off place was a rickety wall
of white and black, leaning agalnst &
cold, blue sky

NLY the hardiest of the passengers

ventured on deck: the exhilaration
they professed was but another nams
for bhravado. They shivered and
gasped for breath as they lorged
thelr bitter way into the gale, and
fiew were they who took more than a
single turn of the decly Like beaten
cowards goon slunk into the
sheltered spots, or sought éven less
herole means of surrender by tum
bling into bed with the considerate
help of nnsmiling stewards. The groat
ship went up and the great ship enme

I'|1|'}'

down: went up g0 high that the sky
geenmied to be gtartlingly near, anmd
down so horribly low that the bottom
of the ocean was even nearer. And it

creaked and groaned and sighed even
above the wild monody of the wind,
like a thing in misery, yet all the
while holding its sldes to keep from
bureting with laughier over the plight
of the little ereatures whom God made
after His own Image but not until
after all of the Lig things of the unl
verse hml been doslgned.

R. Schmidt, being a good sallor and
n hmll\ voung chap, albelt a prince
of royul blood, was abroad carly, affor
& breakfast that stageered the fow
who remalned unstaggered up to that
particular crisis, A genial sallor-man
and an equally ungenial deck swabber
advised him, In totally different style

of nddress, to stay below if he knew
what was good for bhim, only to b
thanked with all the blitheness of a

man who well knows what s
good for him, or who doesn't care
whether it 1s good for him or not so
long as he |s doing the thing that h
wants o do

He took two turns about the deck,

Jolly

and each time as he passed the spot
he sent a coveri glance into the cor
ner where Miss Gulle's chair was

Of course he did not expect

this
this,

standing,
to find ber there In weather ke

I

bt well, he looked and that is the
vrd ta the wrgument. The golng was
cxtremely treacherous and unpleas
ant he was free 1o confess to the
gininl satlor-man after the second
breathless turn, and gave that worthy
v bright sllver dollar upon recelving
v further bt of advice: to st down
somewhere ont of the wind, sir

LINNOX and Dank were hopelessly

Bedridden, so 1o gpeak. They wors
very disagrevable, vross and unplens
ant, and somehow he felt that they
hated  thelr  cheecful, happy-faced
Prince. Never byfore had Count Quin
nOX scawhed at hini, no matter how

mad his pranks as @ ohild or how silly

his petlons as a vouth., Never befops
had any one W0ld him to go {o the
devil, He rather lked it. And he

rither admired poor Dunk for order
g him out of his cabin, with a per
fectly astonnding onth as a climax to
the commmand., Moreover, he thought
considerably  better of the faithful
Hobbs ror an amazing exposition of
bumonn equality in the matter of A
padr of boots it hee desired to wea
that morning but which happenad to

he gtowed away ina cabin trunk. He
tald Tlobls to o 1o the devil and
Hobbs repogted the Injunction, with
gpecial hept, to the boots, when he
bumped his head fn bauling them out
of the trunk. Wherenpon R, Schmidt
anid to Hobbs: “Good for you, Hobba
Gaoon, please, Doo’t mimd me, It was
quite a thump, wasn't 117" And Holibs

managed, b
that

tweeth other worda, to sy
It was o whacking thump, and
one he would not forget to his dvine
day — i1 he Hivedd through this onet ),

“"And you'd do well to sit in the
smokeroom, siv,” further advised the
sallor-man, clinging to the rall with
one hand and pocketing the coln with
the other,

“Nao" sald R
“1 don't like
room.”’

“There's quite a bit of alr out "ere,
sir.”

“1 need quite a bie™

‘1 should think you might, sit,

Sehmidt resolutely.
the alr In the smoke-

b

Ing a "ealthy, strappin’ sort of a chap,
sir, "Elp yourself. All the chalrs is
yvours it you'll unpile ‘em.”

The young man battled his way
down the deck and goon found him-
gelf in the well-protected corner, A
half-dozen upocvcupied chalrs were
cluttered about, having been aban

doned by
thelr hardiness,
was engoged In st
making them fast
Miss Guile's chalr and that of Mrs.

persons who over-estimated
One of the stewards
acking them up and

Gaston were staunchly fastened down
and thelr rugs were In place. R
Schmidt experienced an  exquisite
sengation of pleasure. Here was a

perfect exemplification of that much
abused thing known as c¢lrenmstan-
tlal evidence. She contemplnted com
ing on deck, So he had his chalr put
in place, ¢alled for his rug, shrugged
his chin down into the collar of his
thick ulster, and sat down 0 walt,

(Continued in Our Neaot Issue.)
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