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CHAPTER IX

THE PRINCE MEETS MISS GULLY ?
— W ATER on R, Sehmidt sat alone in n
i' —— 1 dhiedtersd eotnier of the J-j-:lln'l.'ulll'
! i where ehimrs had been securved by
M.Il J Lhee Porebigiindmd Hobbs, The thin iz — )
I,. — —. e now § |-I|-|l o sommet liing  more L
'_ — deliite s e ~|=.:|.-0 uln -5t:|-|.l\ own- t‘.é
ju-qr', ol the decks

were sitmost deserted, =ave for . " i }

the Pew who Jawhdled e the i \}m-n| niks wher - i I = el B | f " i 3 A\ I
the sweep and swish of the rain failed to penctrate 4 |
Ilwere wos o Toraway look m the VTS TIRTE S eyes,
as ob one who dremios pleasantly, with Little effon
hut exeellopt offect, s pipe had gone out, o his
dventm must have heen long and nninterrapted. Eight
bells sonnded, gt what s time to nodevamer 7 Then
o ane bell and two, amd now his eVEs Wery losed

Two women came sl ftood over him, bot lide
did they suspeet that s dream was of one of them
the one with the lovely eves and the ot brown hai
They surveyved b, whispering, the one with o little
‘rl'l?rll'\l"l Froown on  hep brow, the ather with lll\'
et signs of annovanee in her face. The girl was
not more than tweply, hee compation quite  old
enongh to be her mothier s o considernte if not com-
plinentary estimnte, for a gil's mother may he
either forty, (ifty or even fifty-five, when yvon come
to think of i1,

They were looking For something, That was quite
clear, And it was deplorably elear that whateyer
it was, R, Selimidt was sitting upon it. They saw
thnt he was aslesp, which made the seareh, if not
the actual recovery, quite out of the question The
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older woman was on the point of puking the sleeper ) ;
with the tov of her shoe, bhetng a matter-of-Lael sort name-ciard at the top of ETROSPECTIVE—Pritice Robin of Graustark, traveling fot, wld German with .
of person, when the givl imperatively shook her the chair. “This hap- R about the world, arrives in the Causkills 1o visit the Truxon very bad muanners. In
hend aod Prowned vpon the lady i oa way o prove pens to bhe iy eliir, Kings. W, W. Blithers, self-made mulnimillionaire and stead, vou were neit ot ,
that even though she was old enough to be the mndom,” he went on, doting father of an only daughter, Maud, prematurely decides fr, old, nor disnere
mother of o wirl of twenty, <he was by no means poinfing  to the eard on the Pnnce as a son-inclaw He knows that Grausark is nhle You took it very
the mother of this one: sl Selmidi! T e ‘1:..!!.L|n.l.1'; embarrassed as a result of r_h-- Balkan wars. and wath naiine M Sttt
A the Blithers milliohs in mind he coanfides his domestic ambitien Poiaredy
. " \"I-\. il 1o his wife Blithers calls ar the K!tn‘, vills and meets the Prince I shii I’”'ll'["" Won't |
AJ. THAT wory instant R, Selimudt opened  his “The steward st He decides 1o lend Graustark £16,000,000 und deparss for vour permil me ta o re
eI It must have been a 1\||'-l”_\ |'l‘!'\l' l'l\ 1 he have ot that carvd there MNivw York o confer with Count Quinnox, the Graustark Minister ~larte VO talile {u
godd of sloep that arowssd m so opportunely, hat while you were at lunch of War.  Meanwhile it 1s decided 1o give a ball ar Bluherwood vou !
pvenr =0, the toe ol o shoe could not hinve ereated o von, dear. What right n honor of Prince Robin. Maude doey not attend the bull and The elderly lady was
grover optastrophe than  that which immedintely has he to sell our elinn Mr, Blithers. meeting the Prince the next day. apologizes and in fnpping the deck with
befell lin He complotely lost his Geadl TP Gid had dian mpaln W T ahallise vites him to Ji.nm-r u||.\! 1o be his son-in-law Maude wiites her i rl|||l:+1'l'-|w| Poot. ’
; 3 parents that she and hér former governess are going abroad, she (| gt
suddenly osked what bnd beeome of 1t he couldn’t port ””i to the Cap under an assumed name. and expect 10 book passage on the ‘Heally iy _'1":_*?" Wi
have tolid, not for the life of him. For that matter,  tain ' Jupier.  Comncidently Prince Robin plans his return to Graustark were quile withine ouy
he conldn’t have put los finger, so to speak, on any “1 am quite positive and sails under the name R Schmidt, to avoid publichy rizhts in appronehing
part of his person and pooclaimed with econfidence that this s my chair, the head waiter. He
that it belonged 1o R. Sehmidt of Vienna, He was  sir)” siid the givl, a “He saud it was en-
looking diveotly up inte o pair of appraising,  spot of red in eavh eheek, <1t was engaged two days  guged” anterrupted the young Indy, “R. Scelunid !
dartled eves. in whieh thers wans a very lll‘l‘”}’ con 0o, I have been aerpying It sice st it ?l'.‘l”_\ wis the name he LTV, and 1 informed him it meant
fusion and o Fare feom moperyvions blink, doesn’t matter, It has your nmwe on it now, so 1 nothing 1o me, 1 atn veey sorey, My, Sehmidt, 1
“| b wvonig |.|||1--||.” aud 1hs u|i|r‘]' wollifn, \\']H: sU P o=t [ shall have to = SUppse it wWis :IH heenti=e I i =u il"l'll‘\['lr!ll'll for
ot the fuintest teaee of embarrassmant. indeed, “Not at ol he made haste o say. *1t is vours liaving my own way,”
with sotie asperity, “I think vou are ocenpying There has besn some miserable mistake, These deck “In that ease, 11 i all very easy 1o understand,” y
one ol oy ehaies ™ stowards are .11\\'.1'\'-1 messinge thnmes uj. still, o 1= =ald he, “for | have .|1'.\-.|_\- loneed 1o be in o piuisi
“u- serahlind wl ool the stemtner rag :l11||. Cane l':llh-‘l' i HNVsiery about the letter 1 asstire Aot | tiwon where | oeould have my OWI way. | i sure
to his foet, blushune to tHe voots of his hair, SAW no o] that if 1 could have it, I would be a most overbear
“1 beg vour pardon” he stammered, and found “No doubt the stewand who changed the eards had ing, seltish person.”
his awlkwinrdness pewarded by an extremely sweel sufficient mwtelbigenee to remove all mevimimnting evi “We must mguire at the office for the letier, my
smile i the eves of the one he addressed, dence,” smd she coolly. “We shall find it among the dear, belore i
“We were looking For a letter that 1 am guite  lost, strayed and stolen articles, no doubt. Pray retain It may hove dropped bebind the ehair,” smd the
sure was lelt in my ehair,” said she the chate, My A 1T [ vedd ot the nnmeseard wirl
fotter I he murmured vaguely, and st ones “Mr. Selonidr,” *Right!" eried K. Schmudt, drageinge the chaiv
begatn to sear with his eves Her eool msolence suceveded in nettling o natake Wy and Preanting i triue pehioat the missing letter
“From her father,” voluntesred the elderly one, that was usually moest gentle. He spoke wath eharm He stoopid to recover the missive, but she was gquick
as if it were a neeessary bit of information. Then teristie dirvotness to forestall him. With a little sasp she ponneed
she jerked the rug away and three pairs of eves “Thank voun, [ shall do so. We thereby manage ipon it and, like a ehild, proceeded to hald it behimd
examined the plaee where R Sehmidt had been re- to strike a fair avernge. | seize your deck ehair, you  her back. He stiffened. 1 remember that you said
elining. “That's odd. Did vou happen to see it when seize wy table. We are gquits,” it was from vour father”
vou sat down, sir?” She smiled faintly “R. Sebhmidr did not sound She Lesitated o Anstant nd then held it forth
; “1 am eonfident that there was no letter —"' young and gentle, but old and hateful. That is why for his mspection, rather adroitly vonecealing the
began he, and then allowed his gaze to rest on the I seized the table. I expected to find K. Sehimidt a post-mark with Ler thumb, It was addresszed to




