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HE “Uplifters of Omaha’ are lfting s O » ‘ - : : : ] N P ] . .&
Omaha-skyward st the rate of over : - | .
2,000 miles & day. - No, these “"up-
lifters’’ are mot social service board 2 ae . : BT uf B i
nor yet the Ministerisliunion,- They Sy 2T s . R s : = it o T S .
are not engaged In lifting the souls N R . . i . -
of Omaba. ‘They are lifting human avolrdupois.
They Wit teng of thousandes of men and women to
the tops of the shyscrapers.

The “Uplifters” are the 226 or more elevator
conductors and starters of the eity,

Thers are 162 passenger slevators in the city.
They run so smoothly and glide so silently that
tow people realize the snormous work they per-
form daily and yearly ln the city,

The passenger elevators of Omaha carry pas-
gengera no less than 60,000 miles per month, That
is only a little over twice aroupd the world. But
then they are not travellng horizontally, so. they
would never get around the world even though
they should travel forever.

Very well then, Upward |s thelr course. In
a perpendicular direction do these sllent carriages
speed passengers a distance of 720,000 miles In
& year,

Put all this motion into one straight line n-
steady of dividing it among 162 éara, and the car-
riage would glide to the sun in 125 years, and
stop for a summer at each of Mercury and Venus.

With a less ambitions Josd of tourists, the
carrigge would iravel to the moon three times
each vear and stop every thirty feet of the way
tc let passéngerd on and off.

It would swsep areund the world every two
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weeks and stop six times to every city block of
Lthe way

The steel cable used In passenger elevators
alone in the city. approximates 180,000 feet. Bx-
tended In & straight line it would ‘reach from
Omaba to Fremont,

No, there s not s0 much guesswork about
{hese figures. For the large skyscrapers, such a4
the Woodmen of the World building, for exampic,
have meters attached to the elevator mechanlsm
nn the elghteenth floor that keepa accurats ac-
count of the distance traveled by each of the
six elevators in the bullding. Not only does this

express. the distapce in feet, but it expresses It In-

miles, Not only does it record from day to day,
but from week to week, month te month and year
to year. You can step into that room, trub your
thumb over the glass of the mreter and read
#ny time the total mumber of miles a L

vatar in the Woodmen of the W

traveled from the day the bul
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to the moment you rub.the dust from the glass
with your thumb, .

How muny people dailly ride the elevators
thelr work: in the sky 'is a more difticult
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feation, The savage in the Jungles moved out to

widep and greener flelds when he wanted a place
to plch bis teat, or a shade troe under which l."l
wakulaclure bis arrow heads. But modern many-
facttire apd industyy depends upon rallroads to
Carry Its goods from: placs to place where they
¢an be sold. Rallroads center in the cittes. So
the ecitles must bulld and  keep as close tb the
‘entar of these arteries of traffic as posgible. It
s this that has made 4t ngcessury for the elyvil-

ired men to spread their citles upward as wall

laterally. i

And W is this skyward spreading of

cities that hns  -made  the skyward traffic neces-
sary,

It takes no little patience to be an elevator
tonductor. The.man who, thinking about the dol-
lars he is going to make, s always forgetting at
which floor he wighes to stop. He does not tell
the conductor until the “car has run past some

half dozen feot.
Yolce:

“Nine—whoa—nine.*

Then the conductor, knowing «ll the AWear
words in the American vocabulary, but swallow-
Ing them down, stOps the car, and reverses it
gently until he réaghes ‘the ‘ninth floor. When
the thoughtleds. ppasenger, with his mind on tha
dollars, gets off, the capductor sometimes slamg
ihe door a litle -harder than he ordln“lrlly does
Just to give vent to a Hitle of his wrath. '

Surely no one should lose his temper at a
little thing MHke that. For It occurs only about
fifteen times per trip in a alxteen-story buildiog.
Burely no one should get angry at a lttle thiug
llke. that, especially when the conductor makes
only & little over 300 trips & day. 'Three huns
dred tmes some elght absent minds s only 2,400

(Continued on Page Eleven)

Then h_a calls out in & loud
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