PART TWO

EDITORIAL

PAGES ONE TO TEN

L —

VOL. XLIIT-NO. 13

OMAHA, SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMDBER 14, 1910

THE OMAHA SUNDAY BEE

PART TWO

SOCIETY

PAGES ONE TO TEN

CENTS.

|

SINGLE COPY FIVE

Men

B /f;‘
‘c,u mj

ME.\' go into ths wilderneas, Laeked by modern seience,

and mountaing fade bafore them, valleys disap-
pear, rivers are removed from their brds, lukas appear
where never water stood cefore, forcuy uve rended, and
the whnle aspect of nature is changed.  In civilisgd sec-
tions the rxpanding needs of man-are ministored unto
by similar methuds.  Lit'ls thougtt i« taken of these mer;
they are reckmod with as @ part of the machinery of the
modern industrial mov.ment. Bul they nave a life of
their own, in which romasece and adventure iron out the
wrinkles anu lift it vom the gordidness of mere existinoe.
Venturous as the bold ploneers of a wew worid, possessing
the characteristics of atrong and free men, they are as
clanniah us tha tribes of the mountaine. They.live apart,
indulge in ther own Jancies in their own way, and when
the toreggther in howrs of rlaczation, they <o nmune in
a languaage thist i pouch their own,  Thess men ave tuld
of 1w in the article that jollowos. It cun be
ba‘ter wndsralond by presenting ab the beginning a glos-
sary of sue & Lhe tirms

Measyre

or B

Bkinner— I river of A
grading machioe drawn by
mu os, vieed  louaely Lo
mean nll who work In

gkrading eanes, on rediroad
rades or other Chirt-movs
ng wark for companics or
corporations,

Dyaes—The
bulld the tracks of the
radiroad, lncluding those
who lay the ties, drive the
aplkea and handle the
nleel

mnan _ who

Rust-oateis —The ﬁ{;mn
who lay the steel rails,

Freanos—The four-mule
sorapers, kunows ns sllips, or
the men who drive the
four-mule machines

Mornion—A scocraper

with & tongus In (L
Opt—A  wkin-

ner who works in the
mountain country.

Woestern Odt—The skin-
nar who works In the
plalns country

Goosey oOor Fushman -
Driver of the pushing ma-
chines, which crowd the
dirt into the pit in fills

ket Man-— Man
who holds the plow.

Longlughman
arm sIAan—A driver of a

hig team of four or more
horses.

Bp. Man w ho
apilis the dirt from the

wteam xhovels,

Bellyrobber—The cnok

Ironburner—The oamp's
binckemith,

Mu tampers and
slopers are the men who
shape the Airt In the fills,
shoving It sround lnto
placns where it Is needed,

Gypo—A wmall ouifiy of
two or three machines;
also the men who work
with the small outfite,

Gandy-dancer —Tha han-
dler of the steam shovel,

Dinky-skinnm' —3kinner
who works with the gang
of graders for a4 narrow
Fauge road.

Oranssmun—The man
who handles the ““dipper.'

—The fellown
who level the dirt ahead
of the steam shovel

Btable-dog—T h o
taker of the mulea

Growler—The boss of
the outfit; the contractor,

care-

By A. M. EASTERLING.,

ACRUITED from evary known vocatlon
and et preserving with Jealous love
its own pecullar t¥pe a sirange army
af 1,500 "skinners” is marshalled in
Omaha by local men in the spring of
ench year and sent

forth to every

secilon of Ameriea and Canada Lo engage in in-

dustrial

quaint army

gtruggles involving milllons
Untll the snow flies and
ol dirt-movers

of doliars
froeses this
Its rallroads,

the earth
bullds

levels Lills, flils valleys and fulfilis the prophecy
or Gestroys the hopes of the boomers, who ara the

advance guards and the ocutposts ol

liretivn,

modern cly-

Through languid summenrs In the gouth, the hot
midsummers of the cénlrn]l weat or the short and

tantalizing warm seasons of the north, these
| 3

pers, with wonderful

camaraderie,

skin-

labor ke the

gloves ' of nuclent Egypt, yvor withal coptrive to sur

round thelr work

wWith that halo of romancs with
which the man of modiocre tewperanent nvests
the ekinpner's proloty pe—Lhe ocowboy. They live

with the tame wild sbandon as did the Lhorsemen
of the plalns, drinking a llttle havder, spending

mora freely, eating belter

Erub, making more

morey¥, dresming bigger dreams and worshiplng
the bees while they laugh at his worries,

Wherever

the temtacles of progress resch to

clutch and hold the riches of new countries, there
the skinners gather, but always as the forerunners
of the parmaunt civilization which bLullds its coun-
try homes and |ts somber citles of siesl and stone
They spend thelr wages and much of their time In

the cities, but the wanderlust, which {a one of their
charncuriat\cu. Impels them on and on, always a
little In the lesad, blazing the trall for thelr less
restiess brethren to follow, They are the mighty
Nomads of capital, weaving the gossamer schemes
of the men with money into tangible things—Ilov-
eled hills, uplifted valleys, mountains undermined
~—and behind them sounds the roar of swift-moving
engines on thin stesl rails, bearing the homeé-
makers.

Tack of Billy Atkins' saloon on Farnam street,
in a little old shack, the skinners keep their head-
quarters. There the floaters gather, year in and
year out, proud of thelr calling and jealous of i
good name. No swaggering stranger could flaunt
fn their faces a deadlier insult than to sneer at a
grader, n growler, a dyno, a skinner, a fresno,
wheelor or even a gypo. They are clannish, hob-
nobblng with none who comes unintroduced, but
gencerous to the friend who is broke,

“"Most clannish crowd you ever saw,”" sald John
M. Ward, one-time politician of Sarpy county, but
uowv fhist lHeutenant to George W. Condon, who is
kpown all over the middle west as “the galloper.”
“II a skinner with 100 plunks in his pocket hits a
gang of 100 dead broke pals, you can bet your
bottom aollar every skihner in the bunch wili
pocket a buek, That Is thelr way. They are the
Inst eurvivors of the great free spenders of the
early days. They love the ploturesgue, the flam-
boyant, and they're true blue."

Alwauys, without exception, the skinner wears
the teiltale toggery of his trade. A narroW-birim
black hat with high, undenteq erown, and his “$6
shom' aro as necessary to the skinner as a T-bope
steak and a black clgar or a thick and juley plug,
which sre the known prime essentinls of hig lire
Beesuse the rust-eaters, the lingolstic appellation of
the rall-laying squads of the rallroad construction
gangs, are less carcful of thelr dress they are not
admitted Lo the lnner counclls of the truly
akinners

elite
The rust-eaters ordinarily prefer g bat-

tered cady or an outlandlsh cap (o & bigh black hat,

Exnct as the sclence of rallroad grading has
become, the skinner, with his love of the peouliar
and Lthe picturesgue, refuses to be less exact in his
ugo and will seldom speak of his own work ex

oegi In the idiome of the trade, oftan peifectly
muutilnplers to the uniwitiated, Even “"Whitey"
HRansom, gne of the “gallopora’ " cooks, and touted

ae the mmiall man of the big appetite, has too much
pride of profession to verge from the vernncular.

“Whitey" has become famous for his T-bono
steake, potatoes lyonnnise, bluckjock and punk, the
Isttor meaning coffee and bread. In addlMion to
this fere under Condon's arders that it be served
wall and bounteously, “Whitey" has made n zpe
clalty of uke and proserves or something equally
ns deliciong for dessert, Condon was once head of
& g¥ro, or “one-horse outfit,”’ and has extended his
buaslvess untll his monthly payroll reaches around
$50.000 One of his theories s, and the skinners
all over ihe country are famillar with it, that the
begl fed mwn are the best workmen., Every ulght
e gElves the hard-worked graders evervihing (helr
huagry stomachs crave, knowing that if they are
well fed they will smoks thelr elgars, cigaretios or
pipes and joll loto blankets without suffering from
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Who Spend Their Lives in Making Over Nature
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"“Small Oubll" of Work
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that disrupting diseass xnown as a “hunkerin’ for
the whito lighto**

Condon won his title as “the galloping kid" be-
cause it 100k him but a few years to grow from a
g¥po to one of the chlef fuctors in rallroad grading
in the middle west, being now second In rank to
Edvard lFolerson, an Omuha ‘‘growler,” who Is
grading the Canadlan Paoifie, a contract involving
ar expenditure of §160,000 a month for Ilnbor., A
time-killlpg crew of the Condon army flilled in and
1ifted the west end of Ames avenusa, ‘Thelr camp,
pitrhed at Thirty-third and Ames avenue, drew a
eurlovs erowd dally and was at first the objeot of
protect from cltizens of tho vicinity, but the order
mwatatulved by the skinners did not justify the com-
pinltite and they wero willingly withdrawn,

A pitluper camp is & model of order and cleanli-
ness  About the blg stock tent where the mules
which pull the grading and pushing machines are
kept the stable-dog and his flunkeoys hold dispotie
swayY, KEven the "boss man' would not interfere
with the srrangements of the stable-dog any more
than he would dare meddle with the stomach-rob-
ber, us the cook Is enlled, for this eook bas his
own flunkles and is 4 person to reckon with In
Ending camp.

There are, in the skinner cumps of the middle
weal and Canupda, whore horses Are
used to drag or push the grading, levellng aund
scraplng machines, but the irue skinnor abbhors the
horse. Give hilm stubborp teams of blg mules, sev-
enteen hands high, and the pride of the longlash
man possesses him at once No other wild or do-
mestic antmal could £l the placa the mule holds in
the skinpers' camps. He Is by
equipped for the work; the heat ¢

a few ocutfits

nature peculiarly

% not hurt him;

his hide is tough and few welts rise whers the
long lash strikes; he I more sure of foot thun the
hore, leds nervous, leas fastidious

Althouph the mules could withstand much

rough trestment and neglect, the stable dog minis
ters to them as palnstakingly ms & Hindu cares for
the sacred cows of India, While the boss-man does
pot weddle 1o the affsirs of the stable dor, 1t 18 told
in many grading camps with apparest pride that
the growler could at a glance, while walking past
the harnessed temniy, detect n missing buckle or on
the Instant see the slightest “swiich'" of Larness
“The gallper’ Is acerediteg with belng of so keen
an eye that he knows the collars belonging to esch

of his hundreds of mules and has hailteq skinners
as thoey drove out of cump to order a collar chunged,
knowlpg the mule would IHmp into camp at night
with a sore shouldey If the skinner worked bim in
the wrong colldr all day.

There are several classes of skinners and none

of them shnn the Omaha headquarters, where "0ld
Dad" Holorook presides at the conclaves with an
ense of hearing and speech which entitles him to
the rank of a stesqu shovel man, but he is not even
a skinner, ""Dad" ls the peer of “"dopesters,” and
g ‘he tlde of floaters, or drifting skinnere, ahba
and flows with the come and go of the seanson, it
i "0Old Duad'* Holbrook who sends the pushmen,
the wheclors, the fresnos, the dinky skinners, the
dvaus, *the meat-burners and the mountaln cats on
thel> way. In some mesmeric manner he knows
whoro the newast gypo Is at work, how many skin-
nera the big growlerp neod, where the next army
of dirt vhovers {a llkely to be flung and the length
of thme it w1l maveuver there.

Any siinner who works with a steam shovel
gang of from seventy to 700 meun, or even with the
whealors nnd fresnos, Is entitied to wear the bhlack
hat wod the $8 shoes, bhut it grieves the soul of o
sipuer greatly to sea a poor little desplsed
wlfoct the nvannerinma of a Blgh-class skinner
avaryhady
graut of
thi

RYDO
, whan
knows he s
the

nothing but o strageling
aruiles of graders Although
the grading and pushing machines

ans the dump wagans

miin
EVpo drive
on Jittle fobs and his dronms
ary not shot through with glamour of mighty con-
quests of the earth such as the steam shovel men
know, he ir, for all that, admitted to be a very near
relative of the blue-blood skinner

=nuatted on the floor of Molbrook's 1ittle shack,
Or lounpine

on the rough bepnches aboul the walls

the akiniory retew acqupnintances and spin thrilling
s of last soason's adventures. There are
iies 0f encounters with bears and bobeats and

hair ralnineg deacriptions of strugeles at nlght In the

wildd loutls of Canads or the swamps of the south

with struege foroclous bessts—storles to make &
bos Kaep

Uine of Pelerson's skinners doclares e has wit.
nanszes Lo prove that he chased n blg Lisck bear Into
eamp one duy and that the frightened anlmal sud
doniy turned nnd chased him back inte the woods
and that ke waa lost for two days. Another skioner
who worked last senson in Canade says 8 flock of

Shinner mn hrs

wild ducks in numbers so great that the stars were
hidden swept over the camp one night. Thinking
the white tents wore water, they ciroled and settied

The fiaps of the “growler's” tent were rolled
up and at least & dogen of the migrating ducks
crawled under his roof, Muttered over his bunk and
oven tried to hide under the covers, The growler,
awakened from sound slumber, suffered all the
symptoms of a man with the “snakes,” and had it
uot been for his strong constitution he would have
undoubtedly endured a nervous breakdown, this
skinuner affirms.  Men in all manoer of night garb
ran Yelling from the tents and stood befuddled
while the whirling drove went by, The stomach
robber was less flustered and solemnly gathered In
the wounded birds, caged them in the cook shmok
and for many days thereafter the skinnera dined on
wild duek,

Skinners seldom laugh st the stories told, for
loud laughter is not one of thelr characteristics. A
group of them will only smile at n yarn which sets
the chance hearer to guffawing. Cosmopolitan as
they are, they consclously repel the loquacious per-
Ron Who seeks to be one of them in thelr revels or
to participate In their frequent conversatinal fetes.
They meot In sesslon at thelr old haunts year by
year, discuss the latest and the oldest news and
wander on their separate ways, thelr real lives a
closed book to thelr dearest comrades of the clan,

“"Where's he from?" an lonquiring person asks
“Dad"” Holbrook when a particularly pleturesgue
skinner takes leave of headquarters. “Dunno. He's
a skinner,” ang Holbrook goes on with his chew-
Ing, feeling hin explunation hus been full and satis-
factory., Some time during the life of the skinner
he fiude his way back to his old haunts, slthough
he may have spent a score of years in Bouth Amer-
lea or Africa on some big job, and he ta Just as con-
tent to “"chow the rag with the dopestor’ and pass
tho latest grading camp gossip with strangers, &p-
parently, as he would be to chat with the acguaint-
wnces of former years

“They como and go-——hundreds of them,” sald
Holbrook, In a meditative mood, *“Where? No-
body knows. Nobody ecares. They come nnd Bo

and coms back agoein, sometime. Isu't that enough?
I romember them after many years, They are not
easy Lo forget, us you seem to think They scatter
over the whole conlinent when the season I over
and the ground freoges, but when the spring thaws
come thep hear the old call and Invariably find

their way back to the camps—new camps, ntw

faces, new growlers, but & gradiog camp with the
veteran skinners there—and that & the great
lurs,*

As Holbrook ceased speaking and elambered
down from the steps where he sat outside the shack
half a dozen men In high black hats and glistening
slioes came out, called o cheery “goodby, Dad.” and
vanlshed gown the alley. “Dad" looked after them
with a yearning in his eyes, for his days of hard
labor are over, “Where are they golng? a
stranger prompled, but “"Dad” did not hear the
guestion, or, hearing 1t, thought it puerile and
vouchsafed no answer. .
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