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EE those fellows fight! The militiamen
of Nebraska are real soldiers,” eried
Adjutant General Phil L. Hall as he
watched 1,200 Nations] Guardsmen
of Nebraska charge Into the sulphur
#moke of a practice battle at Water-
loo. “Ninety miles they've marched

through dust and heat and now, with the swest
pouring down their dirty faces, they're fighting as
coolly and sa methodically and as bravely as vetsr-
ans of real! war,” And General Hall voleed the rea-
gon back of the maneuvering which sent 1,200 of
the citizen soldlery of Nebraska through dust and
heat to a mimle battle and hard drill in a well
policed camp,

It was a little Corslean, In hig time the glory and
*ha terror of all Europe, who sagely said that his

{ battles all were won before his armles answered

the bugle's call and fell iu Noe for the fight., In

Wwar the theory still holds that victory on the battle-

field is won around the splutiering campfire, over

the battle maps spread on officers’ tables, and in
the ‘days of hard tralning and long marching and
mimic battjes, Belleving In this theory the militia-
men of the staie, fresh from farm and office and
factory, kept enthusiastically and unwaveringly to
the march to Waterloo and pitchad thelr drab tents

In the low, green valley by the Elkbhorn with a fer-

vor to make their of ficers proud.

—

Long Hours in Drilling.

Through the days of gruelling drill on the Waler-

loo camp ground the soft young soldiers hardened

Into velerans, “'Give us more drill.” they pleaded

( with thelr officers, and company captaing gathered
al brigade headquarters Lo gladly present the pri-

Vales' requests. Some of the grizzled veterans of

lste wars, now officers in the National Guard,
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grinned broadly and with pleasure and put the
young men through the paces from (:106 o'clock In
the morning until 6 o'clock at night. But when
reveille sounded the sergeants detalled to yank the
sleepy out of thelr blankets had nothing te do but
witness the quickness with which the guardsmen
rolled out, took their morning plunge ln the river
and with voracious appetite devour the rough break-
fast fare.

“Amerlcan soldiers cannot stand the rigors of
war lilke the Japanese, for example, becanse they
refuse to deny themselves,"” sald Mayor C. W. Wal-

den, head of the medical corps at Waterloo.
is the old contention, but when | see these young
bucks come in from a ten-mile hlke and fight ail
day without a bite to eat, at ouce I realize there's
nothing of the old conteéntion. They always want
to eat, but that's because they pre more snergetlic,
use mere steam and need more fuel." :

Ovar at the fleld hospltal, prepared to edre for
fifty guardsmen If need be, Major J, M. Spealman
and his staff lounged in the sbhade, smoked good
cigars, bandaged a blistered heel or smearsd some
cooling stuff on a sunburned face and thanked the
state for thelr vacation,

Hoalthy and Hungry.

“Healthlest gang | ever saw,” said Major Speal-
man, '"Nothiug the matter with them. They can
eat unything on earth, do any nmount of work and
feel like tighting when the day is over."

Colonel A. D. Fetterman, slats inspector geueral.
who wea the lttle father to the two regiments and
provided them with food and saw thut the camp was
properly sanitated, declared the resources of the
reglon around Waterloo were praciically consumed
by the hungry twelve hundred, Colonel H, J. Paul
of the Fifth regiment, known &8 the Reds in these
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moneuvers, who altacked Omaba and was met by
Colonel G. A. Eberly's Fourth regiment of Blues
al the Elkhorn river bridge where a draw battle
wias fought, agreed with Colonel Fetterman that the
nppetites of the young men were somelhlng to mar-
vel at, but polonted out that the officers ate even
more proportionately.

Feading twelve hundred men hurriedly gatherad
abl a little town ls & man's size job, according lo
Colonel Fetterman, and the practice in sscuring and
dispensing rations alone justified the manusvers.
While on the march the captains of companies sent
out thelr foraging parties and procured “grub” well
within the apportionment by the siate for the
Purpons,

Food the Least Problem.

Food was, however, but one of  score of prab-
lems faced by the guardsmen on the march and In
practice camp, The privates rapidly learned to roll
thelr tents into the neatest roll for carryiug, how to
pitch their tents and where, how Lo stack arms, to
dress hurriedly, drink sparingly of water after &
long, hot murch, conserve thalr strength In march-
ing and how to sleep at night. Although many of
the companies were marched ten milea without &
balt in & glaring sun, there was no complalut.

When the two urmles met early in the afternoon
of m hot day for the battle at the bridge the men
had been marched eoleven milles, and yet they
approached the bridge, where the sdvince guards
were fighting, st & dog trot, -and all afternoon
vharged and retreated and carried out their battle
maneuvers as vigorously ns though they were just
beginning the work,

Four regulur army officers-—Ceolonel Westcolt,
Lisutenant Colonel Waldo E. Ayer, Captaln Walter
C. Babeock and Lieutensnt Forrest B, Overholser,
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with General Hall as chisf—acted as umpires of
the battle. All of them had seen active service and
all nngrudgingly guve the young sodlers credit for
efficlent work, Hishop George A. Beecher, chap-
lain of the Fifth regiment, and Captain Fletcher N,
Sisson, chaplain of the Fourth, who were on the
fleld of buttle all day, were profuse in thelr praise
of the spirit with which the men entered into Lhe
mimlec war. :
Bpectacular Blgnal Corps.

To the thousands who watched the battie and
later witnessed the brigade, battalion and company
drilis the work of the signal corps under Captalo
H. A. Jeas was a source of unfalling interest, for
Captain Jess, & baker by trade, has become himsaelf
an expert pignal man and boasts that many of his
company could qualify for service with regulars,
The slgnal corps worked at night with lanterns
and in the day with wig-wagging flags and the
hellograph.

Major J. M, Birkner, oldest man in point of
service in the Nebraska National Guard, sald he
hud not attended & camp which was 86 thoroughly
military as Camp Waterloo, The mansuvers on the
Elkhorn were not only Lthe most comprebensive
ever attempted by the state, but were more war-
ke, sald Major Birkoer, than any attempted during
the twenty-seven yesrs which he bas spent in the
service of the state militia

While Camp Vuterloo was & war-lilke place, like
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the true Anglo-S8axon whose blood is warmed by
play as well a8 by wars and the rumors of wars, the
militla wersa glven wide spd diversified means of
amusement. BSwimming contests were held In Lhe
Elkhorn river. Base ball games weore played and
several wrestling matches with state champlons as
conteslants were staged in a blg tent erected espe-
clally for amusements,

Governor John H, Morehead, his staff and family
and Mayor James C, Dablman of Omaha were among
the spectators st the big battle over the Elkhorn
bridge. They were surprised at the magnitude and
the comploteneds of the maneuvers. “I thought
thera would ba a little
firing,"” sald Mayor Dahlman, “but the batile was
mudo strikingly real by both regiments coming to-
gether at closd range and by the 'Weavy artillery
firing." Goverpor Morehead was much plm
with what he saw of the battle and camp life.

Hoster of Staff and Officers,

skirmish and company -
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Tlie general staff of Governor Morcload, as Q;q n
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