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\( Goethals Talks on

(Copyrighted 101, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
ASHINGTON, July M-It was
In a little ten-by-twelve room
in the top of the Mille bulld-
Ing that I talked with Colo-
nel George W, Goethals as to

- — the completion of the Panama
cansl. The colone] sat In front of s
window looking out on the Potomoe, the
War department and the Washington
monument, and the hot breese which
blew through sesmed Ilke & north pole
zephy'r In comparison with Panama, It
mada his blus eyes bright, hia dark
cheeku rosy, and he weemed as coul un
the center seed of a cucumber. I know
now that he was toaded with work, but
ha 414 not show It then. Indsed, T fnd
that the busiest men are those who seem
fe have the most lelsure. They know
how o use their minds, and do not ‘et
their n{h fly to the four cornora of tha
world whila talking to you. The chief ol
the great work at Panama had only a
week 10 spend In Washington, and every
bit of that time, with the exception, pur-
haps, of six hours at night for sleeping,
has beean occupled with the president, the
Becretary of war and anxiously Inquiring
memboers of the senate and house. BHig
Questions were discussed and matters in-

volving milllons were wealghed in the bal.
ance.

Date for Completion,

It was during one of the Intervals of
such discussions that I got an appoint-
I"I:;I‘ll for an Interview. 1 put my quen-

" and
R-m.'l; the answers promptly came

“When will the eanal be done?

"I don't know. It will be finnlly opened
in W15, 1 expect to mes It done long in
n.dv“u:;lni of that "

"When will the wa
P2t ol ter be lst into the

";.‘.rly In October next.”

- ""But will th >
P & cut be ready by that

“The cut is ready tor the water now.
The dlfficulty ls that wa cannot get the
dredges in. The situation Is briefly thia:
When I went back last February 1 found
t_pgl two slides had developed and the
fngineera told me that the cut could not
be made ready for the water until Janu.
ary 1, 94, So I had to figure backward
and see how soon after that time we
could raise the level of Gatun lake from
the rifty feet, which It is now, to the re-
Quired level of sighty-five feet. This could
be done only during the rainy season,
which does not begin until July, and it
Would have been far mlong In November
of 1514 balore we could havs the maximum
lake level. The canal had to be opened,
thoroughly tested and ready for work
by 1514, and I could plainly see that this
wis fmposalble If we rélled upon axca-
vating the balance of the Culebra eut in
the dry and did not finish it before Janu-
wry L That determined mo upon letting
the water In during the coming ralny
Season and comploting the work with the
dredges.

"“he rainy season In now at about ita
begihuing. It will vise to the leval of
teventy-five feet by Ooctober 1, when the
dike which separates the lake from ths

cut  will disappear and the walers
nﬂ' mll

Work for the Dredges.
"But how about the work then? What
kind of progress can you make in scoop-

ing up the earth and rock out of that
mighty ditch of water forty feet deept”
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from Panama to other piaces Is mors or
less hot afr”

About the Machimery,

“What will become of Unole Sam's ma-
chinery at the completion of the canal?”
I asked,

“There s some talk of sending it to
Alaska te ald in the bullding of rallroads,
and misc to the Missisalppl valley for the
Improvement of that great waterway,'
replied Colonel Goethals, *“‘T know nothe
ing about that. I am only iInterested In
that we get as much as poasible out of
It to eut down the total cost of the
canal "

“Is there any possibility that we will
get vory much?'

“Yes, the returns should be conslder-
able, and whatever we got wiil be clear
gnln. You wmee the cost of the whala
plant, inciuding machinery and supplies,
in figured up In the cost of the canal
It forms a part of the cost of every ouble
¥ard of concrete put into the place and
of every cublc yard of earth tuken out.

Colonel Feo. W Goellals

@ ctimeomsr

fo when the canal is done the machinery
will all have been pald for, and what we
gel for it wil] be velvel. It will decreans
the (otal cost of the canal."

“Can you glve me any idea as 1o s

pelling everything from the old
wire netting tormm froam the houses to
the steam shovels amd deedgea and other
michinery, Weoa have sold everything pos
tible am sooh ax It had done lts Work.
and we know just what we have gotten

bean

which charges every branch of the force
with the tools and machinery and sup-
plies 1t han to work with. There In &

and
bullding of

down,
the

the ocost
throughout
eanal”
“Hut will not & large part of itha pres.
ent equipment be retalned at Panama/
In one of your reports you sany that the
government should use every eoffort to
make the canal pay.*

"Yer, 1 belleve that,” sald Colonel
Goethala. "The povernment will have
quite a piant at Panama outdide of the
canal property, and somé of the presant
equipment will be of value In that plant
We shall nood supply depots to furnish
the mteamers with fuel. We are erect-
ing coal depotn now and we are putting
up tanks for Mael ol on both sdes of
the Isthmua. You Kknow, many of the
wtoamars are now burning oll. This is so
of the Peruvian line, which pliesa belween
Lima and Panama ™

“I8 there any porsibility of having a
pipe line from the Mexioan oll fields to
PanamaTt"

“Not that 1 know of. 1 doubt that
will ever be constructed.’'

WL U'nele’ Sum keep his holels on
the isthmus?™

"1 suppose sd. The Tivoll hotel, which
s at the Punama end of the canal, s
now being run at a profil. The New
Washington, which we have opened on
the Colon end, will probably do equally
as wall, There should be pood hotels
at FPanama,"

Wil the government keep the Pansma
rallrond T*

"It will have o do 80" roplied Colonel

the

ohe

BEreat r'l\'q.ir,- hatween the men o keap |u|‘u~n to YOUng woimen
this has been #o | YOUNE meh
whote | ™e, we have now u lnrge foroe at Pans

the govermment
“How many men will It thke the aperate
the completed canal?’
"Retween L5930 and
the FPanama
required for that

200, pxclusive of |
rallroad, Adding the foree
I should say that the

from it The waste in such malters hanltlmll would e 3500
been small, and that especinlly on woe T recelve many letters from \,.1|n‘|
couint of our avetem of cost heeping, I"'“"‘! And young Womoen who want to go |

o Panama. Wil there be any
for such persons from
“There are abpalujely

c¢hance ]
mwow onT’

no apportunities
anl vary few for
sald Colonel Goethaln. “Yonu
ama, and many of the emploves of the
completed oanal will be taken from W
Weo shall need trained men to operate the
canal, and we ahall have to try them out
and fnd tha best man for ench plaes ™

Make It Milltary Camp.

“How ahout the eanal zone? Wil 1t be
a pleasure resort or a beohive of Amer-
fean plantations and winter homea?™

I hope It will bo none of thesnt' sald
the chlef engineer of the eanal. *T think
it should be a milllary reservation, de- |
voted to the oare of the canal and s |
protection. 1 belleve In depopulating the
RONC Ae soon as the work ls completad,
and In lsaving nothing there except the
homes of the employes neosssary to tho
running of the canal and the bulldingn

of the milltnry and naval establishiments,

other foillties at sach of the terminals,
bhut the interflpr of the sono ahould not
be glven up to private resldonces nor to
private awnership,"

“How are you getting on with the Yortl.
fleationa™

"Very well. We are bullding forts on
the islands at the Pacife termilnal, and
wa shall have fortifieations at the ene
trunce from the Atlantie, as well s &
scheme of defense nlong the line of the
canal,'’

“Will Uncle Bam be able to protect tha
oanal ™

“1 don't think I should talk about much
matters,' sald the chlel enginoer. ""They

iean line steamera in advertised to pass
Wo shall need dry docks, warshouses ana'l through the canal about the first of next

Fanama and knock a hola in your dital
with a stick of dynamite ™

I don't think that danger Ia great”™
war the reply It would take a gond
many aticks of dynamite to harm the
ditehi praper, and to do any damage to
the locks the dvnamite would have to bn
carefully lnonted You cannotl do muely
by wsoattering d¥namite about AR ¥You
would have to do from a Oying machine
It wonld be merely a matter of luck and
boalden we have guns which oan dipable

almost any figing maochine*
Ship Throvugh.
o througa

Firnt

“When will the fNrst ship
the cannl?”

Just A soon a8 wa oan ket tho slides
sufficient!y dredged to glve ur ample
depth and width for tha vessuls to move™

Wi you visk anyvihing as to that™'

“I will take no rlak am to stating the
exact time of the passage of the flrst
ahi!is,” sald the great engineér

“SWhat ship will you choosn 16
the trinl?™ 1T askod

“It will be n boat belonging to tha gov \
srnment, and In all probablilty one of
the Panama rallroad mteamers. Wa shatl
choose our own boat, and then, If any-
thing happens to tha dog, the dog la ours,
and no one oan binme us for having done
an we ploased with It

"1 soe that one of the Hamburg-Amer-

make ‘|

February "

“Yen, T have seen the advertisement.
1t isn made upon thelr own responsibility.
It Is thelr own lookout whether 1t goas
through or not.*'

“How soon de-you expect the canal to
ba open to traffle?"

“1 mhall have to go back and anawer
that just as 1 did before. 1t depends on-
titely upon the removal of the slides. As
poon a8 wo have the canal olaar we shall
have to run ships through snd test the
machinery, and then we want as muth
traffic as possible in order to give us the
practioe necessary for the official open-
ing of the canal in January, 195 At

exposition, 1 have
own'
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. ClpeLthain That rond e & necossily fl"l"ll!l! milltary fentvres and | would rather | (that time we slinll have the vonpels of all
the workivng of the canal., We cannot ! not dscuss theny There s no question | the gront navies pascing through on thele
OI I lp e 10' I O al Ia ]”‘T.' entirely upon the hoats, for If any | but that the eanal ahonld bs amply de: | way to #an Francisco, and we fo not

damage should oeour o ithe lovks wa | fended. nnd | have no doubt but that we | want them to be in ths least danger.”

vould not get our supplien back and forth | ahnll have everything nedessary o thal Mnsy Write n Boak,
hag cost ma & whole And In detall™ | | across the Isthimus We shall have o | end” “What other representation will the on-
ankod operate the road as n matter of ocon. e, Colonel Gosthala, d6 not the Im- | nal have at Ban Francisco, outside of

Most certalnly We keep a close ac- | vanlenoe and safely. The road has besn | provements In fiying machines make 1t | (hose naval vesseln”" 1 askad

count of evervihing, Our booke tell Just | making money as & private corporation, | Impossible (o0 defend & work of this na 1 O have no Wen  rdplled  Colons)
| what becomes of the serap, and we have and It oueht o continus to da o under | ture. Could not an asrodroma Oy over | (losthals. *1 hiave nothing to do with the

troubloa enough of my

"You &0 tot look ' sald 1. "You
seoin to be in the pluk of condition and
yvour health s apparently perfect.”

“My health s all right.” satd tha chinf
engineer, 'but theré are times when thia

b et on one's nerves, and § have been
at I, you know, for quits a few years™

‘it you have enjoyed the job, hava
you not?

Yer much, especially sines tho
axacutive order of M08

“What ate you going to do when the
canal s completed? Have you ploked
upon your next world to conguer?”

I am not golng to songuer ARy momm
worlda, One of the first things 1T shall do
aftor 1 leave this Job will ba to taka a
vacntion, and I shall perhaps write a
book about the oanal. 1 am recelving
A number of appllcations to do s0 from
some of the leading publishing houses,
and I may make some arrangement to
that effect.””

FRANK G CARPENTER.
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This Isstitution Is the only one
in the central west with separate
bulldings situated in their own
ample grounds, yet ontirely dis-
tinct, and rendoring it possible to
olissify ocases. The one bullding
being fitted for and devoted to the
treatment of non-contaglous and
non-montal dissases, no others be-
ing sdmitted; the other Rest Cot-
tage being desigoned for and do-
voted to the exclusive treatment
of select mental cases requiring
for & time watchful care and spe-
clal nursing.
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possible value?"’
“No, It s worth what 1t will bring
and that is all. Thia i alwnys the sorap

value, and If the government should take |

the plant and use It elsewhere we shall
get an appraisal value, which will be
far more than that of ordinary sorap,
Wa should lilke to see It go Into govern-
ment work, for that would add to our
aspote."

“If wold to privite parties
bring comparatively Mittle, I
said T.

“That depends,” replied Colonel Goe-
thals, *““We are now selling it plecemenl
ut Colon for W per cent of Ita sotunl
cost to us. That s the price deliversd
at the steamship docks™

Knows Cost of All
“Cun you tell just what the machimery

It would
suppose 7

“The progress is all a question of
slides,”  roplied the engineer-in-chief. |
“We expect to put In three dredges, md]
Mr. Comber, Who I8 In charge of the |
Pacific division, tells me that these three
dredges will take out 500,000 cuble ru‘dl|
In_one month. I beleve we can do the
work cheaper and quicker by the dredges
than by the steam shovels. The arrange. |
ments are such that we wil Kot the |
dredges in about October 1. Tha mn-I
tractars will finlsh one fight of locks |
throughout the canal by that time. We |
shall then blow up the dike and let tiu:
suction dredges In from the Atlantic |
ond, We will bring up the Coromal from |
the Pacific end, and we will bave thru:.
great dredges carrying the material of |
the Cucuracha slide and other materisl |
over the sides of the ocut into the Rio |
Grande valley on the west. I have miso |
Instailed a slulcing plant which will earry |
tho top of the Cucuracha slide back lntol
the valley at the eust.” |

“That means that October 1 you will |
have three great streams of sarth and |
rock flowing out of Culebrs cut at dif.
ferent piaces? spald I,

“Yex, thal's 1, and those streams will
keep moving day and night We shall
keep the machinery golng for twanty-
four hours of the day and for six daye
of the week.”

Where Wikl Men Got

“The wopplng of/ the Ary excavatinn
will greatly reduce the number of the
man employed, will It not™

“Yes. We shall begin to make o hesvy
reduction in the foree by October 1.

“How many men have you mt work
now ™

“About 40,000, including those under the
contractors as well aa our own"™

“"What will become of them?"

"“The natives will go back home and
the Americans will be scattered.” 1

“"What will become of the skilled forcet
T mean the thousands of engineers and
m: whom Unele Sam has

“Most of them will have to find Joba
wherever they can,” sald Colonel Goe-
thals. Tt would be almost lmposaible to

iranafer the organization as & whole, and
there In no olhar plece of work which the |
government has on hand thal would n—i
Fuire such an organization. Indeed, the !
talk of transferring  the organization

1

It is refreshing, soothing and nourishing. It lends
new vigor to the tired body and overtaxed nerves.

Browed and bottied by
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The Heaviest Taxed Gas

In the United States

So far as we can learn the Omaha Gas Company

Btates.

is the heaviest taxed gas company in the United

For every thonsand feet of gas sold in Omaha

The average tax payment per thousand feet of

‘ the company pays 17 cent in taxes.
|
|

gas throughout the country is about 6 cents.

These facts should be taken into consideration
when contrasting the rates for gas in Omaha with
the rates for gas in other cities.

l

r Taxes have to be included in the selling price of

B8O,

' GAS CONSUMERS.
|
|
|
[

gus. There is no other way of paying them. They
are part of the cost of doing business.

For every day in the year the company now
pays in taxes of all kinds approximately $358,00.

In 1912 the city of Omaha had a total revenue of
$1,6568 792 from all sources,
company paid $95,629 or 5.7 per cent of the total.
The company has borne similar and even larger pro-
portions of the tax burden in previous years.

Of this amount the gas

The company pays regular city, school, county
and state taxes upon an assessed valuation of more
than $3,500,000; a royalty of 5 cents a thousand feet
upon gas sold, and an occupation tax of 3 per cent
upon it8 gross receipts,
Besides this the company pays the federal cor-
poration and state oceupation taxes.

In 1912 the total was $12),-

The proposed national income tax will add fur-
ther to the company’s tax burdens,

At the present time the gas company is assessed
upon one forty-second of all the taxable property in
the ecity of Omaha, but pays into the city treasury
one-eighteenth of all revenues except those derived
from the sale of bonds.

! THE BURDEN OF TAXATION UPON THE
| GAS COMPANY PER DOLLAR OF VALUATION
l IS MORE THAN TWICE THE BURDEN ON PRI.-
| VATE PROPERTY,

Under the proposed franchise, it is proposed to
make a limited reduetion in the ocecupation taxes
paid by the company,

This reduction will make a difference of less
than two cents per thousand feet in the amount of
taxes paid by the company. IT WILL GO TO THE

The present taxes of 17 cents per thousand feet

mean that for every dollar of revenue earned by the }
company, nearly 15 cents is paid back in taxes. l

Under the PROPOSED franchise the company
will pay slightly less per thousand feet in taxes, but
will continue to pay into the public treasury approx-
imately the same proportion of its gross revenue—

this owing to the reduction of
feet in the gas rate.

Excessive taxes are unfair to a service company
and its patrons, They force the company to charge
rates higher than are necessary and make the service
user an involuntary taxpayer in addition to the tax

This exhibit might be prolonged indefinitely
and would still show the taxes per 1,000 cubic feet
paid in Omaha to be far the highest.

15 cents per thousand

|
|
cents
|

burden which he bears directly, [
Below is a list of representative cities showing
the taxes paid on each thousand feet of gas used: |
Population Taxes per 1,000
City 1910 feot of gas
Albany, N. Y. 100,253  7.91 cents
Baltimore, Md, bO8,485 6.77 cents
Bridgeport, Conn. 102,064 b6.73 cents i
Cambridge, Mass. 104,839 7.03 cents
Camden, N, J. 94,638 4.39 cents
Chicago, 1L 1,185,283 4.90 cents
Denver, Colo. 213,381 7.10 cents
Detroit Mich, 465,766 500 cents
Des Moines, Ia. 86,368 7.23 cents
Fall River, Mass, 119,295 7.50 cents
Harrisburg, Pa. 64,186 84 cents
Hartford, Conn, 98,915 4.00 cents
Jersey City, N. J, 267,770 494 cents
Milwaukee, Wis. 373857 6.50 cents
Minneapolis, Minn, 301,408 5.37 cents
Newark, N'J. 347,469 4.57 cents
New Haven, Conn. 133,605 5.68 cents
Oakland, Cal. 150,174 8.50 cents i
Omaha . 124,096  16.99 cents |
Paterson, N, J. 125,600 4.50 centa |
St. Paul, Minn. 214744 9.50 cents ‘
Seattle, Wash. 237,104 9.00 cents #
Spokane, Wash, 104,402 7.38 cents
Syracuse, N, Y, 137,249 7.13 cents
Trenton, N. J. 096,815 4.29 cents ‘
Utica, N. Y. 74,419 5.40 cents
Worcester, Mass, 145,986 8.00 ’
|
|
l

Despite the excessive tax upon gas in Omaha
the proposed rate reduction franchise will give $1.00

gas immediately if approved
special election August 19th,

OMAHA GAS COMPANY

e e ——

by the voters at the




