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The Many Amazing Predictions of “The

Nun of Diterbo,” Which Have ComeStranges-

ly True, Capped by a Deathbed Prophecy

of Incredible Disaster to the United States

Rome, Juns 26
s HE HOLY NUN OF VITERBO,"” Sistar Maria
‘ I Benedetta, who bas just passél away,
anjoyed & tromendous fame throughout Italy

for her success in predicting coming events
Heor power was usually exercised with the object of

nurse, who grow old by her bedside and dled before
her, sald she never sven heard her sigh. ;

People of all ranks erowded to her bedside for years
to ask her help In time of troubls, or e¢lse out of
curiosity to hear her remarkable prophecies.

The room in which the nun lived and suffered was
as bare as a prison cell. Its only ornaments were a
cruclfix on the and a small image of the Baviour,
which she kept n her bed and for which she had a
special veneration. It is stated that when unbellevers
went to sea her out of curiosity, she would show them
this Ilmage and & strange change would coms over
them,

The prediction that raised hor fame to the highest
piteh -throughout Italy foretold the assassination of
King Humbert at Monsa, on July 20, 1800,

On July 39 the Mother Abbess of Sister Maria Bene-
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warning carefully and, al
though the Grand Duke
was the most hated of all
the Russian rulers, he
went unharmed for many
months,

On February 4, 1906, the
nun sald:

“Tell the Russian Grand
Duchess that her husband
is in great peril to-day.”

The warning came too
Iate, tm:' on that day the
Grand Duke Bergius, who
treated his wife with great
harshness, went out with.
out her, In splte of her
warnings, and was blown
to shreds by Nihilist
bombe.

wmmnmt-'
eodly sent from the nun to

Sister Maria m. King Alf of Spain tell-
.She % against aasassins and rev-

olutionaries. A timaly mes-

m Death and ..ge was sent to him the
by Many Thous- day before his wedding,

ands of Italians Who mdt:tﬂhhhuﬂwha;.
enerated Her m, enabl im to escape the
xm " murderous attack which
i killed so many of his suite

and subjects on that day.

The King always paid respectful heed to the warn-
fngs, and, although he never ran away from danger,
ft 18 stated that being on his guard ensbled him to
make the alight ?::emcm nudold to put him beyond
danger on many rate occasionns,

The nun wnrnod?l.u Carlos of Portugal that a
plot was belng formed against him, but the stout,
jovial monarch replied: X

“Thanks. very much; but I can take cars of mysell

The King, who was killed with his son on February
1, 1908, was a first cousin of the King of Italy. His
mother, who was & sister of the late King Hum
was deeply impressed by the nun's message, bul

ffect on her son.
» e g:r:t;n:’t:nﬁ warnings of the nun at the t&:::
readful Messina earthquake did move

m&.ﬂ dn‘ to make her beloved by the common
people. On December 27, 16808, sho spoke more Impres-
gively and tragically than she had ever done befors,
saying:

“Woe to the people of Siclly. A dreadful eatastrophe

“About the end of 1914 yellow invaders and will be throwing dice
for the last American

girl in Central New York.”

{8 coming to them. It will be worse than anything tHEy
have known in their lopg tragic history. Woe to
Messloa! The beautiful city will be destroved. I see
death, devastation, famie, pestilence everywhere. Tell
the poor people to fly whils thers 1s yet time. Let them
leave everything they possess and save their lives.”
The nun had by that time a great reputation, and
her warning, which came the day before the disaster,
was serviceable in inducing many humdreds to eseape

or else to make timely preparations to leave the
doomed area.

Another prediction which made the nun a venorated

character throughout Italy related to the war with
Turkey. A party of young reoruits, ordersd to join
the colors long before war had been decided on, visited
the nun to ask her blessing, To them she sald:

“A war s coming. 1 see scenes of bloodshed and
agony on burning, sandy plains. But it will be &
glorious war. It will be the first glorious war In
which Italy has fought It will be & war of the Croas
against the Crescent, and the Crosa will be victorious,
Bome of you will never return, but do not be afrald,
for you will mest a death that will be better than
years of sordid misery and labor. Fight bravely and
do not shrink from death. He that tries hardest to
lose hils life shall keep it I

“For you, young man (hers the mun turned her
eyes on a very handsome young soldier), I see a
splendid military career and a long and happy life.”

When the war actually broke out her popularity
became enormous. Bhe was constantly visited by
soldiers going to the war and by the mothers, wives
and relatives of those who had gone.

The mothers and wives of the soldiers usually asked
the nun to pray for her loved ones, She would ask
for the names of the . soldlers for whom she was
requested to pray, and after thinking a while replied,
either bidding her visitor to hope or gently sug-
gesting that the soldier would fall gloriously in the
fight for his country and his faith,

it I8 declared that she never made a single mistake,
and thousands of persons are ready to glve evidence
that whenever she told them to hope, thelr sons, hos-
bands and relatives at the t were not killed.

The nun's answer to {ll-judged requests for Infor
mation about the future frequently had a character of
dry humor. During the famous Camorra trial, Don
Ciro Vitozsl, who was particularly forceful and
dramatio in protesting his innocence, sent to ask her
if he would pe coguitied. SHe sent back this message:

“It you are innoocent, you will certainly be acquitted.”

The Nun's mind and supposed powers of second-
uﬁ:‘hnded to deal priocipally with death, war, dis-
s and tragle ocurronces. Bhe s credited with
having foretold the Franco-German war of 1870, the
entry of the Itallan army into Rome, which occurred
in the same year, the assassination of President Carnot
of Francsa and the Empress Elizabeth of Austria, the
deaths of the Emperor Frederick of Germany and of

It Is widely believed that she has foretold further
disasters to the Italian family as & punishment
for keeplng the Pope oul of his temporal possessions in
Rome. Much secrecy is maintained upon this point,
but she s sald to bave sent the following message to
the Dowager Quesn Margherita:

“As long as the House of Savoy rules in Roma,
death and disaster will attend it. Remove the throne

their forgivensss. She passed

ke had forsiold. ~

The room [n which abhe disd was left exactly as siis
bad used It and wis sealed up by order of the Blshop
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pos
: paychical powers. Her nervous system
was in an entirely abnormal condition. Many of her
nervous centres, which would have been used in
rmal existence, wers destroyed by the disease that
ammmuum;:m&umw
dovelo wers not
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