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of L remsoting  Wihet bat bevy in
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ride was choses beonuss 1t was 8 guick
and sure poeythetle A few seoonds
&t the most and she would surely be
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“The sale through Margot is an-
other blind; the case Is perfect”™
eried Laweon enthuslastically.

o

“Clare, you sre a witeh. [t Is per-
feet”
“No.” she answered cautiously,

“not untll | bear from Paris. | can
make no move, gocuse no one until
then. Will you mest me at my office
tonight after dioner? | shall cer
tainly bave some word by then”

Tllt? were sittipg In bher cozy little
office when the door opened and a

mensenger of the French cable com-

pany entered with s cablegram.

“Blgn for i, please,” asked Clare
as whe tore |t open and read it. She
had decided instantly on her course
of action, adding, “Will you eall a
cab whils | telepbone the Prioes
Henry ™

An hour later when they hurried
into the hbotel, Detective Callahan
had provided & small private parior
for thelr use, Already Gaston Margot
had been summoned. Wheaton had
been found also and had reluctantly
consetited 1o make good on his prom-
Ise to ald her, by bringing the replica
of the Valdorome pearls. As they
walted, Miss Lo Compte entered, hav-
Ing been relensed after an urgent re-
quest to the manager of her theater,

Clare greeted her frankly., Without
mincing matters she plunged into the
revelation she was about to make.

“l have asked you to be present,
Misa Le Comple,” she began, “be-
enuss of & remark that you made the
other day, You sald that Miss De
Voe had been foollsh ever to wear
the Valdoreme pearls”

“Why — yes." she ndmitted. “1 saw
her wearing them once on the boat
coming over.”

“Would you recognize them?”

“1 think so.”

The door opened and Margot
sepped In. “Good evening,” he sald
cuttingly. He seemed purposely to
lgnore every one ln the room except
Clare, to whom he evidently attribu-
“I am sorry you
are not satisfied yet with what I told
you of the replica.”

“Oh” ahe smiled, “don’t let that
worry you! 1 shall not detain you
long."

At length Wheaton arrived in a
high dudgeon at being dragged away
from & dinner party Into an affair
every connection with which he had
been so anxious to avold,

“Misa Kendall,” he remarked, with
difficulty concealing his annoyance,

ey

I thought you said thet you wers
Pulng w carry ke thing througd
Gudedir * He ghat 2 plEnse af pu
s o Maerpet gut of distrust s
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It oguiet gnd cover up the posndal *
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txipme w Miss Le Compte wie
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“Have you the pemrie ¥ psked Clurs
Quietly

Whestos sullesly laid them down
ot the tatie o their bemutiful new |
Jeval empe Clare opened the cass

sbtd beld vy four loops of pearis, per-
fort in thedr beauty. From the pmal)
et ooy bung pendant two of the
Wrpest pemris any of those in the
root had ever pesn. T'hers they were
the wonderful jewels which for gen-
eratioes bhad charmed and arcused
the cupldity of tvo continenmts They
shons like things of life and purity,
Fyou whet black tragedy was it that
they coversq?Y

“Miss Le Comple” asked Clare In-
tisively, “is this 1the neckisce you
mw Miss De Vo wearing™

Clare looked st ber keenly. The
gir] besitated *It looks very much
fike 1" she admitted at last, “exactly
ke It in design. But those pearls
were derker and a trifie shriveled,
I thought ~

Margot who had been glaring at
ber as if her very presence was an
offense, smiled with an alr of tri-
umph. Wheaton moved in his chair
wervously as If he wanted to ter
minate the scene &t onmce, but sald
nothing.

“They were dark and shriveled,”
repeated Clare as if to herself. Then
she added, addressing Violet but
really Including all in the room:
“You bave pever heard that dark and
shriveled pearls can be restored 7

Viclet shook her head doubtfully
as If she did not understand

“That some people are ‘pear]
mothers,’ so to speak, and by wear-
ing them can bring them back to
life and health ™

STUSH!” interrupted Margot. “You

refer to those fool storles that
have made g0 much Ink flow regard-
ing the famous necklace of Madame
Thiers in the Louvre, All bosh —
bosh! A short time ago, [ am In-
formed, the French ministry ordered
an examination made by some ex-
perts. They found that the pearls
are all in perfect condition and have
never been In better health. I belleve
it Is all bosh aboul restoring pearls.
Once they begin to go, it can't be
done."”

“No? querled Clare. “You will
excuse me, Monsleur Margot, but |
shall ask your opinion later. Mean-
while, since Miss Le Compte seems
to know nothing I wish to azk Mr.
Wheaton when it was that he last
called on Miss De Voe at the Prince
Henry and under what circumstances
- the last time,” she repeated.

Wheaton was visibly confused. Ap-
parently he dld not relish even ad-
mitting having called on the girl,

“Mise Kendall,” he remonstrated,
“l must decline to involve myself
further In this case than to say that
for days before | saw her dead body
in your presence | had nelther seen
nor heard from her."

“To whom were you Indebied for
the Information that a replica,” she
lald special emphasis on the word,

“of the Valdoreme pearls was on sale |

at Margot's?"

“That I can not answer,” he said,
avolding a basty glance of Inquiry
from Mis: Le Compte. *“I have sald
I must decline to have my name in
volved any further In thls unfortu-
nate case."

It was evident that his reluctance
wie crealing a very unfavorable im-

smiled sardonlcally. *“1
am afrald you are mixing up three
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