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vers and sharp barking of antomatie pistols, the
thuds of elubs and boat-stretehers on heads, and the
grunts of men going down under the silent thrsts of
sheath-knives.

Mrs, Gifford might believe what she wished to he-
lieve; but he, for one, wns deeply grateful to his
Ineky star that had made him a member of the only
party of passengers that had been shown any consid-
erntion. Consideration! He could still see the protest-
ing English duke flung neck and erop from the boat
deck to the raging steerage fighting up the ladders.
And there was number four boat, latinched hy inex-
perienced hands, spilling its passengers into the sea
and hanging perpendienlarly in the davits.  The
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lnunched it, had been impressed hy Captain Ashley
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Sedley Brown did not know the etiguette of being
rescued at sea from an open boat; but he felt that
this, some how, was not the way, It was embarrass.
ing. He resolved to make an effort.

“Good morning,” he said politely,

ew near the sehisoner, they saw spv-

aver the ratl in the waist
(n the Py laree, heay \ shouldered
]il;‘l‘;\l-'lawi jrape them

then
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“Good morning,” growled the big man in a vast,
husky voice that seemed to proceed from a scorched
throat, and that Mercedes and Matilda to
Jump and eross themselves. “What luek "

“Finest in  the world” Sedley Brown
brightlv. “We 're saved.”

“Aw  hell!” was the surprising comment. 41
thought youn was out fishing.”

This was too much for Sedley Brown, who retired
from the pegotiations,

enused

replied

“We're the sole survivors of the Mimgalia, sunk
in collision night before lnst,” Willie eried out.

“I suppose 111 have to let vou come ahroad,” came
the eoffée-grinder voiee Harkins! throw 'em
a line there!"

“You don’t seem a it glad to see us,"”" M. Gifford
said mivilv, s she stepped on deck from the il
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“What has he done now " Patty GifTond askes

Prom where she stood with Harveion in Hwe =liade ol
the matsail.
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the sizzhing deck, From below, came the mild pro
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she veased abruptly as Captain Decker emergs
from the companionway and approselied her,  Patty
shinddered and drew eloser to Havvison ; Tor the sk
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“You must exeuse e,
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and the gentleman
right.,’” s taece beamed with a labored benevolenee
‘I tell yvou, at's all mglit, 1 e
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Patty and Harrison shrank instautly aport

“ht might make things more eonveniont dow
helow,”™ ¢ other was urging, when Sedlev Drow
arrived on deek,

Him the captaom immedigtely addressed ;

“Iles vouus don't vou want Lo et married? 1

can do it,”
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“All vight, wiy bully.  May be vou ain’t T
COUHE yet, I won't say hie's lll';l!.. but T will say I
a Chimaman, “You'll bunk with hint” e trned
upon Harrison.  “You still got a choanee,  Sav the

vd an® T tie vou up to the giel tighi il
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“And if I don't " Harrison demanded

“Why, vou'll buok with —"

At that moment the cabn ',,.‘_ a1 e i
baned., moustached Lasear, passed att alon I
poop.

“With the eabin hoy tnat s him," the skipype
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“Then, I'll bunk with the eabin bov,"” Hoarrism
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“Suit _\lrl'.l'-i'l["” l';1|-1;|'|. Decker strode to the
companionway and shouted down: *Where 's that
mate? . . asleep, hex? . . . Rowt ‘m out

Tell 'm I watit ',
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ments

Jump! vou blaek devil
He tarned about to the survivors of
“Now, Here's the sleepin’

! i m
‘ll'll!',h‘fhli.
Down

ATTANY
there 's =ix two star
board, two port, two aft under the deck. Yon two
women "Il bunk in nuwber one port; the two dago
girls in number lwo port; the cook and s nibs her
in port after-room —"'

“1 shall not sleep there,” Sedley Brown announesd
“1 shall sleep on the eabin floor.”

“Nou 'll sleepr wheve 1 tell you to,” Captain Decker
roared. “Who asked vou ahoard the Susaw Dreu
I didn't. You 'll sleep with the Chink, or 171 know
the reason why, or my name ain't Bill Decker. That
servant of vourn 'll sléep on the cabin floor.” He
now addressed Harvison: “You will bunk with the
cabin bov i the starboard after-room Where '
that mate?"

A most forbiddme mdividual eame up throagh the
companion.
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He was as large as the skipper aml as
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