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Stirring Exp

eriences of Omaha’s Youn

TILL smong the living remain 4 bhand-
ful of Omaha ploneers who form
human links spanning the savage
past with present civillzation to
which Omaha and the west has ad-
vanced., But, it I& only & handful,
at leust of the real old tdmers, One

they have dropped, too often unnoticed In

this day of hustle and bustle. Fortunately, though,
in gome instances there has been gathered in good
and enduring form the stories and heroisms of the
frontier territory, portrayiug the moral and men-
tul strength of those who lald the foundation for

Omuha. Thelr lives demonstrate the self-reliance,

the self-denial and the self-respect which charac-

terized and glorifled those men who relinquished
friends, relatives and all the charms of associa-
tlona of the homes in the ¢ast to become the fore-
runners of a new civilization

Omaha owes much to these trall-blazers who
pressed forth into this wild territory in : egrly
for they lald the foundation for the comforts
and opportunities that are thrust upon the
mun of today.

by one

(days
young
They established courts of justice,
and used the best part of their lives to glve some-
thing to posterity, and they did it not without
atruggle. In'a large way they had to do with the
advent of the trading post, which through the In-

tervening years has developed into one of the
greatest commercial Institutions of the west. Thoy
Luilt churches and founded Omaha soclety. Better

still they established homes and reared children,
many of whom have become prominent in present

‘r.lm alfairs as their parents were In the past.

When it Was Wild and Woolly

The west was wild and woolly when Judge
George W, Doane first came here in the fifties. He
went from here to Burt county, where he was nomi-
nuted district attorney after 8 residence of three
awonths. This was in 1867, An odd incident oc-
urred during his first year in thig effice e
wells it am follows

“Wo were at | Calhoun
when & mag living about three

ort Christmas

miles from

lime
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invited a lot of people to
out to his place for a dunce und geon-
eral frolle, We accepled
such chances with great alacrity, for
things were so qulat that any oppor-
tunity of having a little fun was not
to be lest. But when we looked
around among our number we found
hat there was not a single person who could play
the tiddle for the danclng. This was an appalling
discovery under the circumstances. BSheriff Mac-
Nealey suddenly said:

always

" ‘There's that fellow we've got locked up for
murder.’
“This mun had been in the improvised jaill at

Calhoun awaiting trial gince the preceding fall, We
looked doubtfully at each other as we consldered
haviug the criminal at our party to play for the
dence. Such a thing had never been done before.
But it was either take the murderer or have mno
dance. The sheriff appealed to Judge Wakeley,
who replied that the sheriif would have to take
the responsibility. The sherift proved game
enough to do it and the murderer was game, too.

“S8o we all went out in a great big bob-slelgh.
The night was bitter cold, but we were well
bundled up. And there among that merry-making
crowd, between the sheriff and another big man,
sat he over whom the shadow of the gallows had
falle, He was a jolly fellow, however, and took
lla share in the merry-making and the jests both
on the way o and from the dance

Fiddled Himself Out of Jail

“"The dance, top, was a unique sight. Thers
Eal the prisoner on a little ralsed platform, play-
ing the fiddle with all the life and abandon pos-
segied by the genuine country fiddler., And to the
notes he drew danced the Jjudge
who In a few weeks might pronounce the sentence
of death on him, To those notes, too, danced the
district attorney, who In a short time might plead
before the jury to find the murderer-fiddler gullty
and decree that he should die. The clerk of the
court who would enter the fatal decree and the
sherift who would build the scaffold aud spring the
trap all danced merrlly to the fiddling of the pris-
oner. He mude no attempt to escaps and remalned
in jall nll of that winter., But one fine spring
mornipg the sheriff found the jall broken and the

from the violin

prisoner gone We never saw or heard of him
again.”
Judge Doape had his serious side and accom-

plished his full share toward extracting elvilization
from barbarism.

Eleazer Wakeley had been appointed district
judge for this distriet. He and Judge Doane had
mel on & steamer At Leavenworth bafore the latter
came (0o Omaha, and there began a friendship that
has lasted throughout thelr llves

The courts in those days had to be held in all

s0:ts of lmprovised places, as Lhere were no court

coms

houses. lotels, private houses, stores and in one
instance in a room over w siloon generally dedl-
cated to cards and dice, were utillzed as templas of
Justlce, Sometimes the judge had a chalr to sit
on, and sometimes the judiclal bench was a box
Men did not try to get excused from the Jury sery-
lte then. The pay was $2 a day and was vonsld-
ered good,

The Famous Fontanelle Case

Judge Doaune knew Peter A. Sarpy well, and also
his beautiful Indian wife. Judge Doane was attor-
ney for Heury Fontanelle in the prosecutlon of
Louis Newl, a Ponea half-breed, who killed Tecum-
seh Fontanelle. The latter was bhelr-apparent to
the chieftainey of the tribe, and was & great fa-
vorite. Henry Fontanelle lmmediately insisted on
murdering Neal to avenge his brother's death, but
Neal was arrested and bhurried to Omaba for safe
keeping in the hands of United Stutes Murshal
Wood. Henry Fontanelle insisted on golng wlong
to see that the prisoner did not escape, and Judge
Doane accompanied Henry to see that he did not
accompligh murderous purpose. At Decatur
Henry found an unprotocted fountain of firewater
and came away from it determined to kill Neal
It required the combined efforts of all the officers
to Jprevent Henry from murdering his
assallant.

his

brother's

Judge Doane is now 83 years old, and of course
I8 not active. His memory {s still good.

Harry Porter Deuel {8 not as old as some of the
ploneers, but he figured prominently in the ourlier
days. He has been kpown for veurs as the dean
of Omaha ticket agents, and sold the first rallroad
ticket out of this city, This was in 1560
Groat, then general passenger agent of the Han-
nibal & St. Joe road, bhad, at yvoung Deuel's re-
quest, sent him a number of sample tickets to lead-
ing citles of the country., Prior to that time (rav-
elers bought tickets to Bt. Joseph by boat, and upon
arriving there would buy railroad tiekels east A
few days after Deuwel lad the sample
tickets & miner returning from the west entored
the office and asked for a boat ticket to St. Joseph,
Right there Deuel exhibited the enterprigs which
made him succeseful in later years. He convineed the
miner that be could book him direct to any elly
in the world, and that the tickets he handled could
not be excelled anywhere on earth. The miner was
convinced, and then the first rallroad ticket sold
in Omaha was disposed of, In later years he was
conpected with other roads, and became known as
the dean of Omaha ticket agents

Paoter

recelved

Nobraska's First Locomotive

The first locomotive to set & wheel 1n Nebruska
was brought up from 8t Joseph by boat consigned
thirough Mr. Deusl's agency. It was the “(Genoral
Sherman” of the Unlon Pagific. For a time Mr.

Barry Deuel

Deuel preservod the LI of lading, but
destroyed,

In 1869 Deuel answered the cull of want,
During the year previous he bhud been married, and
efter he had determined to remain In Omaha he
returned for his wife and baby girl, He purchased
the west slxly-six feet of the property on which
the Bee bullding now stands and upon it was bullt
the rudest kind of structure, It was made of cot-
tonwood boards sot upright and rough slding nafled

It was later

the

neross these, Factory canvas was tacked on the
inglde to keecp out thoe cold In this house the
lttle family lived for sevoral years. It was n fa-

vorite campiog house for the Indians. Many nights
4 growling -and nolse of tumbling about could be
heard under the floor, and the ploneers knew that
the bruves were inviting themselves to the shelter
afforded by the house Later Mr. Deuel sold hls
lot for $1,400

Navigation His Hobby

The enfeebled condition of vienry T. Clarke,
who has long been prominent in Omaha affalrs,
canuees those who kunow him best to reflect upon
the past and recall his activities He Is the (ather
of the village of Bellevue and founded Bellsvue
college. He gave the ground on which the school

Is bullt and later gave additional property,

He first came into prominetce when he endeav-
ored to secule terminus of the TUnlon
Pacific for bad he guccessiul
Omaha probably axlst today, except as

fhe casiern

Bellevae, and Leen

wuuld not

i village, There wWas n sliarp contest for the ter-
minus and Clarke found himself o confllet with

Dr, G. L. Miller, who was trylng to locate the ter-
winus here He was Clarke and
Lus ever since been known as the father of Omaha
Dr. Miller in advauced years I8 now In
sapitarium

auccessful over
& Lincoln

Mr. Clarke's deopest Interest has always been In
the improvement of the Missour| river and the re-
establishment of pavigatlon. He has studied the
problem from all angles and bas devoled years of
his time in an effort to bring about Improvements
Though very feeble at this time and under the
watchful eye of o nurse every minute, he takes
daly tripe to the Commercial club, where at noon
time he meets the business men, talks with them,
and keeps in general touch with conditions, politi-
cally as well as commercially,

One of the most interesting old gentlemen of
Omaha whom time has spared for many years ls
Judge Eleazer Wakeley. He fg truly o gentleman
of the old school, and he tells muny interesting
tales of early struggles that go to make up the
higtory of Omwaha., He 18 now 98 years old,

He had an hereditary taste for the law, and when
President Plerce heard of his qualities in 1857,
without sollcitation, appointed him assoclate Jus-
tice of the supreme court for the newly organized

o Old Pioneers

abd

an

Jerry Dee
territory of Nebrasggia. A long, tedious Jjourney

followed, from his home In the east W the Mis-
gisalppl down the river to 8St. Louls by bout and
up the Missourl to Omuha,

Wakeley as a Chrenit Rider

The firsl two years in the wilderness were spent)
In the little settlement of De Soto, which stood
betwoen Fort Calboun und Blair, but every vestigs
of which has long sinee been wiped out., The
mosquitoes and the ague were the principal things
the young Jurist found he was compelled to endure,
The judge set o work at once to bring order out
of the legal chaos which then existed. His terri-
tory embraced Weshington, Burt, Dakota, Dixon
and Cedar counties, with all of the unorganized
territory to the north and west. He was reap-|
polnted to the position by Fresident Buchanan, but)|
in 1561 he went to Wisconsin to join his brother
in 4 law partnership.

But the atmosphers of the west had token hold!
of him whils he was here and he returned to Ne-

bruska agoain In 1867 with his family. He be‘lnl'
the practice of law and soon built up a largel
clientele In the new and growing town, He con-

fined his efforts as much as possible to the clvil
slde of his beloved profession, always having an
aversion for any cases of a criminal nature. He'
has, as mueh as possible, declined to be a candl|-!
date for political office, with the exception of his)
mewbership of the constitutional convention oﬂ
Nebraska, to which he was elected without opposi-
tlon fn 1871 In 187% he was a candidate for
judge of the supreme court, but the political ma-|
jority of the opposite party was too much for even
his popularity to overcome, He has always been
a democ rat.

Great Bkill in OCross-Examination

He took & leadiog part at the bar of the state.
In the early days when the commonwealth was be-,
Ing molded and strong men were nesded, He wu'
consldered one of the foremost lawyers of the autu1
and was copnected with many ijmportant cases.
For seven years he was assistant attorney for the
Union Pacific rallroad with General Attorney An-
drew J. Poppleton Among the |mportant law
suie with which he was connected was the lbel
sult brought in 1873 by Governor David A. Butler
against the Omaha Herald, Judge Wakeley de-
fended jn this sult with consummate tact and his
cross-examination of Governor Butler has been cele-
brated us a model of that llne of legal work.

His exweme dellberation and thoroughness in
examinjog a problem from all sides bave becom
proverblal among the lawyets of today, and he is
sincerely considered us'the founder of justice in
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