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“American Girls Are Dunces in
Matrimony,” Says Miss Drexel,
Crossing Off All That America
Has Thought Made Its Marriage
Better Than the European and
Holding Up European Standards
of Domestic Life as a .Model.
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The American Matriage is Betterthan

The Furopean Because -

HE American husband expects no dgwry
’ with his wife /

\ The American marriage ’1} a love
match in most cases. /

The American hasband treate his wife with
more Neference than the foreignef

He spends all or most of hif income on his
Wwife and fymily. /

ades the contrel of £he home and chil

dren to !

Hel
times when he i

He gives his Wile
works hard Lo suppogd .

He is not allow#d to amuse himself except
as his wife 1

Americ

y vacations while he

r lilke is purer and whole

| or more than
iy European wives

¢ ideals have raisad marriage to
in America than in Burope, v
feudal i

caste rules
certdain styls

The Henea he makes a much more interesting
husband, and married life in European high

Duchess  society is a much more worthy and serious
of affalr than in American fashionable soclety,

Strange (o say, it 18 Miss Drexel's state of

Marlborough, | | e e’ tubjeot that has decided her
H parents to live abroad. oy are going Ve
American in either Franos or Bugland until Miss Alice
Girl, chianges her view point or marries. Therefore
Who their beautiful Newport estate is to be rented

for a term of years, and their New York man-

Has slon, one of the handsomest In the upper

Been Fifth avenue section, will be placed on the

Left market. Befotre settling on a permanent home

by Her in Europe the Drexels will make a trip around
the world, taking their two sons with them.

Noble Miss Drexel has very decided ideas on the

Husband limitations placed on the Ameriean soclety

to Pursue &irl, and she is excellently qualified to con-
trast the merits of the American girl and her
foreign prototype. Bhe was edudated entirely
in Europe, and until she wis eighteen Hher
friends were all girls belonging to the old
nobility of France and England. Her vaca-
tions were spent at wonderful chateaus in
France or at great country houses in England.
Bhe did not spend one Summer {n Newport
with Jer parents, and came In contact with

Aims.
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riages is put before” the American
publio. It is the view of Miss Alice

Drexel, daughter of those multbmillionaire
members of faghionable soclety, Mr. and Mra.
John R, Drexel,

Miss Drexel thinks that European marriages
are preferable tog American because they lead
to a more #erlous, useful, unostentatious,
hard-working life.

Thia is rather a shock. We have heard a
good deal about the fallure of marriages be-
tween American heiresses and forelgn noble-
men on aceount of the idle and worthless char-
acter of the latter. Thers have been many
facts that prove there are such fallures.

But it seems there I8 something om the

ﬁ NOVEL view of international mamn
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Miss Alice
ing Her F.

other side of the matter—Miss Drexel's side.

Qur opinion of foreign noblemen is often
formed by comparing the worst specimens of
them with the ordinary, hard-working Amerl-
can.

Miss Drexel's point. however, (s that the
rich and fashlonable American man c¢com-
pares badly with the Buropean man who
otcuples a similar social position. Incident-
ally, these defects are shared by the fash-
jonable American’s fashionable wife,

The American man of this type who Is not
in business does nothjng but go to the club,
drink drinks and wear clothes and talk horses
and sports. The European man of correspond-
ing position has an éstate and looks after its
mansgement, ocouples some publie position
and s interested in politics and public affairs.

Mics Lilla Gilbert. an Heiress Who Ma y Follow Miss Drexel's Exaniple.

His wife share# In his interests and duties.

1o Amarican girls of her own class except her
oousin, Margharita Drexel, who was brought
up in the same way.

During these Important formative years she
lived, therefore, as the girls of these foreign
families lived. 3he saw her friends trained to
care for great estates, to cardé for thelr ten-
antry, to manage large forces of gervants, and,
a8 they grew older, to take an interest in
public nffairs.

After eight years of this life Miss Drexel
was brought home and given the usual “com-
fog out” of the girl of her class. Her parents
spent, perhaps, two hundred thousand dollars
on her firet season, and her wealthy relatives,
the Drexels of Philadelphia, spent nearly as
much more to make her debut a brilliant one.

| Prefers aContinental Marriage.
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The Furopean Marriage isBetter than
The American Because

N THE wealthy classes, husbande and wife
1ave definite dutiea Lo
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Bhe had balls given for her in Philadelphia
ag well as in° >w York. Then she had a Lon-
don visit, when ghe wae entertained by her
aunt, the handsoms Mrs. Totiy Drexel. Every:
thing was done to make thia young helress
happy and contented with her lot,

Mt. Drexel is a multi-millionalre and a mem-
ber of the Morgan firm. Mr. Morgan sent the
lucky debutante a pearl necklace as a coming-
out gift. Mrs. Drexel, one of the leaders of
the New York-Newport set, Is a noted hostess,
and sheé did everything possible to provide
pleagures for her daughter, It would seem as
though the heartof mny girl would beé satisfled,
But no, Miss Drexel finds that thls life of
dancing, dining, motoring snd entertalning
generally {8 & “no-account” existence.

“The average American girl of wealth and
soclal position s a useless person,” says this
discontented young woman. She has no recog-
nized place In the world, Bhe has no respon-
gibilities, no rules, no traditions to gulde her;
in fact, she has no soclal background. In
England and on the Continént the conditions
are entirely different. There a girl of family
has specified soolal duties to pérform, and ghe
khows how to perform them. I do not mean
‘calls’ and entartaining, but duties connected
with the family estates and fortune. Over
there a girl has responsibilities that she can
no more evade than
she can eviads belng
born.

“The wschoolgirl aof
France and England
may be diffident and
gauche, but she knows
her place In the world
is well defined, that it
was made for her per-
haps  two hundred
years befors she was
born, Her family has
been identified with an
estate, or a county, or
the QGovernment for
many generations. This
ocondition gives her a
polse, & power that the
Amerlean soclety girl
lacks so often.

“In this country, the
girl who'is to inherit a
large fortune seldom
knows anything about
her future possessions,
she has no tenantry to
look after, no parish
duties to pérform such
as the poorest 'lady of
the Mavnor' will have
in England or Franoe.
It s this lack of per-
sonal Interest In her
estate and In the wel
fare of the people who
cork on it that char
acterizes the usual
American woman and
makes foreigners® mar-
vel." ‘

Miss Drexel not only
censures. this butterfly
exlstence generally, but
she has very emphatic

the Serious Young Heiress, Who Is Tak- opinlons on the sud-
y to Live Abroad Because Domestic Jeot of imon
Life There Has More Duties.

matrimony.

Theee strictures land

on the American girl's
life were not meant for publication and they
only concern the girl of fashionable soolety.
They were delivered at & luncheon given in
honor of a Newport girl whose engagement
was recently announced and were brought
forth by the mad fact that so few marriages
were occurrivg among the girls who have
come out within the last five yeary, For this
traglo state of affairs Miss Drexel blames the
American parent not the zirl,

Marriages need not'be made In heaven, she
sald, but they ghould be made on earth.

“The continental marriage idea s the right
one. The French girls who were at the con-
vent with me have all married as thelr
parents wished and they certainly seem to be
happier than the young wives in the Newport

net are, None of their parents whose mar
rlages were also atranged are separated or
divorced and | neveér near of sny scandals In
thelr families. Then, too,she added: "There
are ho old maids among the girls who went
to sehool when I did, and their people were
not all wealthy, either.”

Mlss Drexel Is very young and very attract-
fve. Bhe has been a great favorite In the
Newport set and has undoubtedly beéen more
feted and courted than any other girl there,
Bhe will celebrate her twenty-first birthday
durlng the Winter, Her dissatigfaction with
her present soclal environment may arlse
immI the fact that she has had too good a
time

During the Bummer this helress to ten mi}-
lion dollars was converted to suftrage through
Mrs, Belmont's work, and this conversion has
added to her lndlotment against American
soclaty.

"When I marry, I want my husband to have
& political career, and I don't llke American
polities. Just see how much Mrs. Waldorf
Astor has done for her husband, That s
what I want to do. It looks, she added, as
t“ul‘h 1 should have to marry and English-
man!"

Ap o first step, toward this marriage Miss
Drexel has decided to be presentad at court
immedistely after her return from the pro-
posed trip around the world. Bhe {a then to
visit her cousin, the Viscountsss Maldstone,
whose husband plans to enter upon & serl
ous publie oareer this Winter.

Miss Drexel is the latest and moat inter
esting addition to a 1 list of philogophers,
psychologists and no , Who have dis
cussed the internation] marriage.

Migs Drexel has won a convert to her way
of thinking, in Miss Lilla Bramhall Gllbert,
& neloce of Willlam Gould Brokaw and Mrs,
Preston Batterwhite. Miss Gilbert is one of
the extremely wealthy helressés of New
York. Bhe will inherit nearly twenty mil
lions from her mother, Mrs. Bramball Gil-
bert and her several Brokaw aunts and
uneles, A féew months ago Miss Gilbert's
engagemeni to Howard Price Renshaw was
announced. Mr. Renshaw i{s an American
business man, a fine manly fellow. Four
weeks ago, Miss Gilbert, a friend of Miss
Drexel's broke her engagement to Mr, Ren.
shaw and shid she had been converted to
Miss Drexel's opinions about the American
marriage. Miss Gilbert {a to spend a year
or two in England and on the continent, and
her friends say, that she will undoubtedly
live up to her new convictions by marry-
in{’ a foreigner
* Upon no subject Is theres such diversity of
opinion. We were ¢alled upon at the same
time (o thrill with pride over the splendid
pusition achleved by Lady Curzon in Eng-
land, sand boil with indlgnation over the
scoundrelly treatment of his wife by Count
de Castellane.

One writer whows that foreign marriages
have made American women the most bril-
lant and Influential persons in Burope. An-
other shows that they have mostly resulted
in unspeakable misery for the American
wives,

Does one brilliant marriage compensate for
the misery suffered by the American wife In
another case? Does the good time enjoyed by
the Countess of Granard, as wite of King
George's Master of the Horse, make up for
the wrongs of the Countess de la Forest-
Divonne, beaten and driven home without her
property ?

_Paul Bourget, the olﬁloa.l novelist, of
France, sald that tg:ygn can girl tuI:LMd

towards a European husband because ahe had
received more culiure than the American
man

Mrs. Emlly Post, a clever novellst and mem-
ber of New York

more up-to-date view. Bhe says that if

~ American girl is dissatisfied with the |

fcan man it {s because she {5 not sufficiently
educated. He s a worker noted for doing
things, while she is too often an idler, without
sound education and serlous aims in life.
Hence she falls an easy victim to some worth-

less nobleman “whose soeial
Europe iz adL” poeCon 5

sooiety, has expressed &
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