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Te staces in he

Way of a Court of
Death Which Would Be

Formed to Pass upon

the Fate of Incurables
By ADA PATTERSON

SMALL, stricken woman,

A white and pinched of face,

y unable to rise from tba bed

to which palp and aelple.&ness ..ave

chained her tor turee years, has u’-

tered a cry that js eck~ing round the
worid.

Mra, Sarah Harris, at thirtv-five,
was felled to earth as suddenly and
surely as lightning sbhatters an oak.
But, Mrs, Harris thinks, more cruel
ly, for the lighining riven oak dles,

and she has lived for three years, .

lived helplessly, unwillingly, merely
lived. She cannot recover, more
doctors than she can reeall have
toid her. Life hag become a burden
to her for the three yédrs that she
has lain there walting to dle. Bince
nature 18 8o slow to rolieve her of
the heavy weight of life she begs
New York to do s0. She asks the
State to become her executioner.
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Dorathy Kerin, the English Girl Who, after Being a H.lﬁou
Deaf for Two Weeks, “Saw a Light,” and Was Imm

“End my suffering and my help-
lessness,” she says, and that voice
from the coi at Audubon Sanitarium
Fuas rung through all the elvilized
world. “I am hopelessly paralyzed.
(Great doctors and surgeons, I can't
remember how many, an army of
them, have told me that there I8 not
the slightest chance that I can get
well. They tell me that 1 am likely
to live for a long, long time. But |
don't want to live.

. “My baby died when it was
eleven months old because I was
stricken and could not take care of
it. Had I been put out of the way,
goently and mercllessly, when my
case was found hopeless, the child
might still be alive. It might have
grown to be of some use in the
world, while I am worse than uae-
less. 1 have two other little ones,
but I do not permit them to come to
see me, for they are young and im-
presgionable and 1 don't want them
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Two Days after. Such Cases as Thos ¢ Are the Great Stumbling Blocks in the Way of Euthanasia

Paralytic for Five Years, and Blind and
Photograph Shows Her
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to know there is anything as grew-
some as mysell In the world,

“I am a ‘burden to my family,
both financially and as an unending
emotional drain.

“So I elaim the right to die. 1 lie
here unable to move a muscle, 50
cannot end my own migery. I ask
the Btate to devise some meaps to
rid me of the horror of my life”

Mrs. Saralh Bypher, who asphyxi-
ated her childign and tried, but
falled, to end her own life in the
same way, made the plea that two
at least of her children were batter
dead, as she would be.

“T was horn under melancholy
cireumstances,” she said. "1 was
curged with a morbldly sensitive
nature. My litile girl inberited it,
My older son bad ‘spells,” tantrums,
and he, too, was unhappy. Such
patures should never have been
born. They are treading the path
of nervous prastration and ner-
vouss prosiration and Insanity are
one."

Jacob Hess, aixty-seven, and
struggling hopelssly against pov-
erty, killed himself and his two
elder children. To hia wife, whose
life, with that of their youngest
child, a babe, he spared, he wrote:

“Take the money in the bank and
go back 1o Germany with the kind-
chan. Yoo can Manage to feed one
but not three, I am old and useless.
1 take with me the two children g0
that you will not be burdened by
them.”

“TORCHLIGCHTS ON
EUTHANASIA'S DARK PATH."

Thess three cases, all part of the
news chronicler of a week in Great-
er New York, are torchlights Aaring
upon the dark path of euthanasia
In this art of painlers death science
has long been Interested. It i& as
old as the Roman civilization which
practiced it, and the period of the
beautiful Greeks who ended their
lives when life was no longer de-
sirable to them. Their physicians
prescribad it and their philosophers
practiged It. The world has beeun
vaguely interested in it as a fascl
nating, though abstract theme, but
recently individuals have applied It
to their personal problems.

It has been by two of these plead-
ers for euthanasia, taken off the
plane of mere physiology. They
have offered It as a cure for soclo-
logical conditions.

With their argument that painful
life should be . voluntarily brought
to an epd by painless death, that in-
curable conditions should be ended
by the great cureall of all conscious
conditions, death, mary agree.
Those who agree maintain that
while life Is a battle with a chance
to win, every man should prove
himself a hero, But when cancer,
in it8 hopeless stage, or paralysis
beyond cure afflicts him, or when
that social condition thai makes it
impossible for him tg #arn a living
for himself and his own has gripped
him, the advocates of this doctrine
believe that he s g hero as well
who, by ending his life at will, ont-
wits the Ilurking, tedlous enemy,
death,

Again and again physiciaas have
asserted thelr bhellef that It was
their duty, when patients, and the
families of the patients, wished to
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the District-Attorney. Life the Counsel for the Defense.

terminate prolonged suffering, to
end that suffering by merciful
means. As [t is humane to chloro-
form a consumptive kitten, or Lo
shoot a dog that Is belng slowly
tortured to death, so, they argue, it
f8 humane to end the suffering
among those of the highest form of
animal life.

Leaving out the spiritual element,
consldering the welfare of humanity
on a purely sclentific basis, this
strong dootrine Is In line with the
forward march of better conditions
for 1ife, a8 I8 the doetrine of eugen-
ies and the elimination of the unfit,
another form of euthanasia.

The arguments for this means of
rellef from conditions that are hope-
less and almost unemdrable, seem
unanswerable in the cold upper alr
of sclence, Yer occasionally a case
llke that of Dorohty Kerin appears
lo be an answer,

Dorothy Kerin, an English girl of
twenty-one, wa® apparently Im
gtantaneously cured of seemingly
hopelss  conditions of paralysis,
blindness and deafness, For seven
years this girl had been an invalid.
For five years she had been bed-
ridden by paralysis. For two years
she had not walked. For two weeks
ghe had been blind and deaf. The
lagt of the twanty-elght phyficlans
who had attended her and had pro-
naunced her case utterly hopeless,
had told her family that she could
live at most for eix hours.

Yet, guddenly, to the amazement
of her family and the consternation
of tha physrleian, she arose from
what they Were convinced was her
deathbed and walked about the
room In full possesssion of all her
faculties, Moreover, she has mot
returned to her bed except for elght
hours of sound sleep from the
twenty-four of each day. The pretti-
ness ghe Jost during the long illness
has come back. Bhe looks scarcely
seventeen, Bhe runs up apd down
stairs, makes her own bed, agsisis in
the cooking, lays the tabla and sits
down before it, eating mutton chops

and sliced tomatoes with a robust

appetite.
“TWENTY - EIGHT
PUZZLED DOCTORS."

The attending physician has nut
vet fully recovered from his stupe-
faction. "l have no theory,” he raid
with a shake of the head. “Had I
read of the case | should certainly
not have believed it. She is well,
but how she got go I don't know. 1
can only say that 1 cannot claim any
credit for the extraordinary occur-
ence. Under my care the patient
{ived for months on brandy, opinm
and starch. Her muscles were
withont strength. Now they have
the sirength of a normal, healthy
gitl, Where it comes from | do not
know."

The gther twenty-seven physiclans
also shake their heads and make
the brief speech: “1 don't knew."

Medical men have travelled by
geores to the girl's home at Herne
Hi!l, near London, to examine her
and ty study her case. Dr. Frapk C
Richardson, professor of nervous
diseases in Bogton University, said
of 1t

“Dorothy Kerin had none of the
organic diseases which she was sald
to have bhad. She was suffering

from & curable mental or nervous
digease which would have been
cured If a nerve speclalist had
been called in. How she was actual
ly cured s & slmple matter. In-
etead of belng persuaded to the yrac-
tlse of common sense, she led
back to It herself. Maybe one of her
hysterical emotions get Iin aotion
this course to health, as I belleve
other emotions dragged her away
from health and her mind from rea-
son. This Is no miracle. It Is a
common cccurrence. These poor
vietims of mimle {llnesses coma to
thelr sensep as awiftly as they loat
them: Under sclentific treatment
for the real functional disorder, not
useless dabbling with misleading
symptoms, their recovery is much
quicker,

"Dorothy Kerin, llke all others
afflicted with mimic diseases, has
beyond doubt an unstable disposi-
tion. 8he Med a nervous system un-
duly responsive to every influenoce,
that Is, she was easily impression:
able. From these Impregsions
welighing upon her, ghe scquired the
fdea that she could not do certain
things and that she was suffering
from other things, :

“THE REAL
CAUSE — THE MIND."

“A famous clergyman,K whose elo-
quence stirred Boston a few yeara
ago belleved he had paralysis of the
lower limbs. The paralysis was ap-
parent. For a year and a half he
was attended by physicians of ekill
and integrity. Finally we loecated
the real cause—his mind. By gradu-
al, persuasive treatment he was
brought back to & normal condition.
He was on his legs again and now
he |8 prenching in a Western State,.”

Dr. Richardson's seclentific pre-
centment |8 really the answering
argument to the theory favoring eu-
thanasia. Buppose the disease be
an imaginary one. Or assume, as in
the case of all Dorothy Kerin's
twentyv-elght physicians, whe Dr.
Richardson sald were all rl,ﬁt as far
they went, but they didn't go far
emough In thelr treatment, that
phygiclans who held the scales of
the chances for life In thelr hands
were all mistaken,

Dorothy Kerin belleved that she
was death doomed. Bo did twenty
eight reputable physicians, Yet all
of these twenty-nine were mistaken.
Suppose that Dorothy Kerin and
her twenty-eight physiclans sgreed
that 1ife had lost gll savor for the

irl ang it was for her welfare she

ie. Murder would have been com-
mitted with gopd Intent.

Growing out of this argument of
the possible mistake of the patient
or the patlent's physiclans, Is the
other that while sclence might be
ungble to chpe with a disease at
noon on Monday that by 6 o'clock
of that evening there might be a
medical discovery that would reve.
lutfonize practice In the direction of
this disease, and the patient, self-
dromed and doctor-doomed, might be
saved.

Another possibility looms large
and menncing. This |s the unserup-
ulous uge of the power to end life
that 18 po longer desired. As hyp-
notism {8 dangerous n possession of
the unprincipled, thie right to close
ap existence might be a hundred-

| “THE COURT OF DEATH ”---The Six Great Physicians and Surgeons Sitting as a Jury upon the “Incurable.” Death

fold more menaclug. Vest such right
in unworthy persons and how often
might the pretext of ending life for
bhumane reasons cover a murder for
personal galn or revenge?

Assuming that In a sclentific
sense it I8 right to terminate life
under the hopeless conditions de-
scribed, how can it be justly and
safely done?! Who would constitute,
and how ghould De administered the
business of, the court of death?

Dr. John McCOroskery, a trustee of
the New York Btate Hospltal for In.
ciplent Pulmonary uberculosis,
sald: “Viewing the matter from a
medlical standpolnt, {t is my opinion
that it would be a good plan to se
cure the passage of a law that would
glve a physician the right to submit
any extreme case he may have under
his care to s committee composed of
a Justice of the Supreme Court, the
Distriet Attorney and the Coroner.
If after a minute Investigation the
patlent wos found to 'be hopelessly
111, and suffering great pain, and in-
slsted that the deed be done, I think
it would be the most humane course
to relleve him of his sufferings.”

The neting madieal superintendent

of 8t. Luke's Hogpital favored a jury
chosen by the Government, com-
posed of in part, at least, two medi-
cal men.
“After the casa bad been presentad
to the jury and the absplute cor
tainty of lis belng Ineurable ascer-
tained, then, with the patient's con-
eent, T would say the jury should de-
clde whether or not the individual
should die,” wag Dr. McAlpin's con-
olusion.

“COURT OF DEATH MIGHT BE
A BENEFICENT BODY.”

Both men suggest a court of
death. Composed of humane men,
of intelligence apd common sepse,
persong with no tendency to flights
of fancy nor excursions into the
realm of the impossible, this com-
mittes of fate might be a beneficent

body.

It would be the part of humanity
to permit the patient to choose the
manper of death, The chloroform
cone, so swift and merciful in some
instances, would be & means of tor-
ture in others, The |ndividual
cholece becomes fixed and the mere
su;mﬂg: u;fﬂa"fmther metht;d wonld
make t person’s last mo-
ments horrible. Gas and ether, like-
wise, have their ds, and foes.
The ald of electricity might be sum-
moned were it not that the electric
chair, associated with erime and
degradation, would revelt the s&en-
sitlve. Im Utah and Nevada, where
cholee of the means of death Is
granted to condemned criminals,
shooting is nesrly always chosen. “It
is sooner over,” Is the explanation of
this almost unanimous cholice,

If Sarah Harris's ery is headed
New York will establish a court of
death. But already the world old
battle between science and sentl-
ment has begun. Mrs. Harris's fam-
lly oppose such a step. “She may
get well,” they say. “V. hille there I8
life there is hope.

The pl:a that human life trans

cends sclence |8 belng madé In the

case of  Sarah Harris vs. the State
of New York.

And there {s the nub of it all—
the incurable hopefulness of man-
kind in the face of death.
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