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HANGUINOLA, Panama,—1 am
writing this in the center of
C one of the biggest banana
piantations on sarth, The
hill on which T am sitting
mands a view of more than 15000 acres
of the greenest of gresn. The green s
all made up of bananas and the flelds
stretch as far as 1 can see to the west.
Beyond them is another plantation of 29,000
acres more. The two plantations belong
to the blg banana trust, known as the
I'nited Frult company, and they are only
a part of the mighty estate which this
company owne In Central and South
America and in the islands of the Carib-
bean #ea. Tt has taken un about the
hest hanana lands of these sactions and
it annually ships bananas by the hun-
dreds of milllons. From its farms come
something llke three-fourths of all the
bananas we use, and It is due to ita
Eood business methods that we are able
to buy this fruit much cheaper than the
appies we ralse In our own back yards.
Bananas from Panama are sold In New
York, Washington and Chicago at from
16 to 2 cents a dozen. Whereas
apples of egual excellence from Oregon,
New York or Virginia bring 2 cents and
upward aplece,

is 300 feet high apd It com- |

A Sea of Banannas,

But as tp the extsnt of the
business and the part that
has in the American stomach, 1 shall
write later. Let me give you a view
of the great banana sea as It s spread
out below me. At my right are the
mountaing, the upper end of the Andes,
which &t this gpint are about as high as
the Blue Rid and of much the same

hanana
this fruit

color. They slope down to the green and
bound what, as I look, seems a vast
Sen of green bushes.

Now turn and look to the left. Tha
sem of green extends for fifteen miles
in that directlon without a break, and
it is the same at the front and the back.
Almost as far as vou ean See thers Is
green everywhere, except here and there
where one of the high trees of the jungle
was too blg for cutling.

Now take your glass and look more
closely at tha plantations below you. The
green s not solld. You can see that it
Is divided up Into great felds or fatius,
each of which contains abeut 1,000 acres,
and that there are narrow lines of rall-
roads running through It, with weagon
rords here and there. These ronds were
built to get out the bananas. Thera ure
I miles of rallways on, this banana
plantation apd they run through Che
farme ke the veins of one's body, reach-
ing gll parts. The roads are about thres
fest wide. With a glass you can see the
eteel tracks shining out of the green. On
sociie of the roads are cars loaded with
green bunches and on the trunk lne
which crosses the estate are plles 5t
bananas corded up for the trains.

How Bananas Are Handled.

Now take a lovk at that train which is
appronching the hill, See, It has stopped
and '8 taking on fruit. The gang of Ja-
maica negroes I8 transferring the plles
to the cars, They handie the fruit very
carvefully. The cars have bean lined with
leaves to prevent brulsing the banknas
#5 tha train goes over the rolls, Each

buneh is lifted up Into the alr and passsd | This i2 nea?” Bocas de] Toro, and [11bl

from hand to hand tp the men on the
train. There |8 no thrawing or dropplng
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| Europe mt a loss, but the business i¥ now
beginning to pay, and it will eventually
he of great value.

In the Banana Plantations.
But Jet us go down and take a r'de

through this vast bapana plantation. We
have special cars and can stop where we
please. We pass for miles through
nothing but bananas. The ‘trees aprou
from the ground and rise to the heighn
of a4 two-story houte. Each ls compoten
of broad ribbon-lika leaves elght or nine
Inches wide. The leaves gprout from the
base of tha plant, around which they
form a short trunk and then go out In

that the!r ends rustle and wave In the
hreeze, o
Now we have left the cars and are
walking through the fruit forest. Héw
dark It 1s. The leaves are 20 thick ann
B0 many that they keep out the sun.
svery side of us the view (s the same
[ There are stalks and trunks of bananas
(ue far as we can ss2e, and we wondet
l-whm wa ghould do if we ghould get lost
| and whether we should not go round and
lmund i a circle. as men have hean
{ kown to act when lost in the wilder.
| ness.

H

| How the Treéea Look,
l Now take a cloze lonk at the plants

| bananas grow nawhere more luxuriantly
| than here. The trees at the base are as

& most graceful curve, bending over so i
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There are ]

|
il:'?l inches a Year, and the banana (ree
Wil not' grow with Hﬁc!o‘t. In the water,

In some other banana plantations the
{lend 15 8o dry that lrrigation 18 needed,
| but here the rainfall & Just right. 1In

the bunches. Bach s ralsed as tenderly | big around as the th'gh of President| nlanning the plantations, roads and rall-

as though it wers a baby and s lald
saftly down on the ear. The bunches
are packed fust so and ths men know
Ingt how many carloads 1t will take for
the steamer which Is to carry them to the
I"nited States.
loads wili be shipped off today. The
tralns will carry them down to the port

and the nananas will go from Lhe cars |

on andless belts of canvas pight into the
eteamers. They are put {n cold starage,
and remain there until they bagin to fiy
out on similar carrierg inte the oeld
storage carg at New Orleans or New
York. These hananaa will go to New
Orleans ot to Mobile. from whers they
will fly to the chief cities of tha ifis-
eleslppl valley and the lands farther
west. The Unitad Fruit Company el
to supply nur whols country. Tt has It
divided Into sectlons and there is & port
for esach sectlon. 1 am told that the
hananes from Port Limon, Costa Rica,
which lles slxty miles away up the comst.
all go to New York and Boston. and that
those of Jamalca are shippad largely to
Europe.

The European business I8 extending and
the fruit company I8 trying to eduesate
the people to eating bananas. They have
dona this in the United States and have
buflt up un Immense market. For soms
timaé they hdve had to send fruit to

| Health {s the foundation of all good
looks, The wise woman realizes this
and takes precautions to preserve bher
health and strength through the pe-
riod of child bearing. She remains a
pretty mother by avoiding as far ass
possible the suffering and dangers of
guch occaslons. This every Woman
may do through the use of Mother's
Friend, a remedy that has been so long
in use, and accomplished so much
good, that it fs in no sense an experi-
ment, but a preparation which always
produces the hest results, It is for
external application and so penetrating
in its nature as to thoroughly lubricate

every muscle, nerve and tendon fn-!

.iunl“lt for ehipping.

| Taft and the topmost léaves are twenty
or thirty feet from the sground. ‘The
| bananes are of great size. and the
{bunches or stems are bigger than those
| of other parts of the world.
In

ihananas are called fingers MAan

| plages & hunch of elght or nine hands s |
» fairly good yield, but here the averag: |

Is eleven or twelve, and some of the
bunchés have as many a8 eeventean
hands, each ocontaining tén o1 rweh-u|

fingers, as the bananas are called.
| The bunches range all the way
30 to 800 banenae, and thie means the |
vleld of one plant. The bhanana plam |
The banana piant vielde anly one erop
|of fruit. As¢ spon as the bunch s cue
{off the stam 1s cut down and other plants I
sprout up from the roots, There i& nn
sich thing as plantind thé banana from
the s#ed. If bananas ever had seedd they
havd long since disappeared from the lack
of use. All the plants now grow from
suckers or sprouts, and they come up so
readlly that an estaté will vield a con-
[tinuous harvest from year to year with-
|out replanting. On some spols bhanana
|trees have reproduced thelr kind for fifty
| years, without replanting, and at the end
| the yleld was quite as great as at first.

Cutiing the Fraft, |
Now, let us gtop and watch tham out- |
ting frult. This requires skill. 'l‘h-_-’
bananas must not fall on ths greound,
/a8 the slightest brujse wlll make lhem‘
The eulting is dono |
by negroes, who are skilled In the busl-
ness. They use long lances with sharp
steel blades, and cut half way through
the stem at one stroke. THis makes tha
bunch fall and the cutter catches It as
|1t gently drops down. He now cuts eff
thé rest of the stem and the bunch is
handed to the men who carry It off to
the cars. 3 f
I suppose It makes your mouth water |
to think of eating a banana fresh from
the tree. Buch a banana <would surely
cause colle, The frult cipens best by be-
Ing ecut green, and on all these thougand
acres [ cannot see & single yellow banana.
{1t ls only at the ports that I have been
|able to get fruit to eal. The green
bananas will keep twop or three weeks
after cutting, and |f eut at just the right
tims they taste better by belng allowed
to ripen on the way to the markets

Six Thonsand Workmen,

from, |

Each stem |
I am told that 190 car- [Is known as a hand, and the Individual | work these plantations, and the commun-

| banana estate are Jamalca negroes, who

| from Lhem to thelr labar

| Americans s#ent here from

| kind and they receive excellent wages

‘pares the gystem for natural and safe

voived durlog the period before DALY | wany people think that there ta but lt. |

comes. It alds nature by expanding|iis labor in ralsing bananar, Thers was
ihe skin gnd tlssues, relleves tender- |never a greater mistaks, When the
ness and soreness, and perfectly pre- | United~ Fruit company took up theae
inmulanda of acres they were covered
motherbood. Mother's Friend has beep | With & jungle as denss as that on the
used and endorsed by thousands of |siopes of the Himalsyn mountains. Tha
mothers, and Ita use will prave & come ta'm'.lmi was covered with mighty trees,

fort and benpefit lIE ! {some of which were 150 feet high. These

to any woman in |trees were bound together with vines and
flianas, which wére matied together and

reed of such a ! |

remedy. Mother's W formed a network of woven vegetation
Friend is sold at | | There were palms of a score of varieties
drug stores. Write for free book for and the mass of green was so dense thal

exnectant mothers, which contalus You could only cut your way through
much valuable information with & knlfe and an ax. All of this jungle

RRADFIELD RECULATOR CO., Atlants, Ga. |had to be cut down and turned over. The

| blg trees, some of which were as largs

Color your
SUMMER

"(OLORITE

TRADE MANE

and it will last you lill the snow flies.
25 *alall Drugand Dept stores. -

ieven the dlamter of a hogshead, were

Ileft to rot where they fell.

i After the land was cleared and burned
| over, the plants had to be get out at 300

hills to the acre. They had to be kept
| clean of weeds, and this notwithstanding

the land Is left free for slx months it
| will be ail jungle again.

rainfall bere Is tén iInches

LAY

e — =
s = > e Bt vy %

| #hip during that time.
Itrust, that might sucteed, but |t needs
|sood lands and a flest of shipsy and also

laround as & flour barrel, and some had !uood marketing fucilities In the United |

, that nature here Iz so generous that If | were astounding to me.

And then some of the lands were |year, for ths banana business goes on all

|
3 swampy and they had to ba ditched. The |the* year through. A single bunch con-
p lfw&&” l & month, or |taina 150 basanas, and from this placs

roads weie bullt. ¥armhouses and honies
for the men wera put up at every few

mifes, and blacksmith's shops, glorss and |

offives erected.
Altogether 1t takes gbout 8,000 men to

[ Ity has to be hougefl, cared for and ruled

How the Laber iy Handled,
The most of Gie men who work on this

were bhrought hera for the purpose. Thes
live in Iiftle shacks scattered hers and
there along the rallroad and they go out
The officlals
and foreman are whites, and the responi-
Ible parts of the work are done by
the T1inited
States. These men are the best of their

The negroes are pald about the same
that the Jamaclians: recelve on the Pan-
ama canal, and thelr labor Is about as
efliclent.

A great deal of work is donme by the
plece, and the man gets o much fer
cleating, s0 mueh for planting and clean-
Ing and so much for pieking the frult.
As It |8 now, It costs about §20 per acre
to clear the land. and the managers can
tell you Just haw much q;‘er}' plant costs,
They have cost sheets like those of &
great factory and can tell to the tenth
of & cent the outlay spent on each buneh
of hapangs and where every cent goes.
It Is only by such methods that baninss
can ba sold at the prices they bring in
the states and still giye a proflt. Tha
whole business 18 on the petty aconomles,
which in the sggregate mean & saving
of hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Not n Whittling' Business,

As 1 walked through the flelds and
wiatched the great greaen bunches heing
out by the hundreds and ecarrled off to
the cars 1 asked one of the foremen If

70 miles ¢ mei on lhis Banani p]a/.io:n

Banana Plantations
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alone they are sending forth something | cont or two almost anywhera In nor
ke 780000000  per  anntum We' have | country, and the business has o be big
100,000,000 people (n the Upited Statog, | In order to pay.

Including Aluska and  the  Philippliie I am told that |t page well, It pavs |
Islands. These plantationa could amive | 1ot anly the capltalists who handle ft,
avery one of na seven hananas amd have  but alss the countries where the ba-
50,0000 to epare. Il ecouldl give thirty- | fanas are grown., It 18 one of, tha chief

|ﬂ1'n to every family.
: But this {8 only one of the emates of
the I™ited Fruit compan The hanann

Panama, Costa Rieca,

trust hns scores of others, snd It ships | men of the West India Islanda
from &obta Bl almost double as many | bayopd what they can ebtain anywhare
hananus as from here elsn, Indeed, much of the development |

1t ships a vast deal from Cartagensy | Which |s now going on this part

and it f= bullding up In Guatemaln big

plantatione, which I hope to visit within | future of thege econntries s

gources of revenus of the treasuries of |
Handuras lndl
Guatemala, and it Is giving the workiog |

world comas from the banana, and the

the next [aw months. The huliness 's ‘ through the Inerease of tha consumption
increasing and the demaud for bananas of bananag abroad,  Thelr use 18 grow-

12 increaging as well Ing by leaps and hounds In the Upited
The Tinited States (s now using 60,000,000 | Btntes, and they are now moaking thair

buncheg of bananas every twelve months, | way Inta the thickly populiiled coun-

or about M0NMNG0M fingers . per anoum. | tries of Europe as well

You can now gel a good banana for a | FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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‘UTICURA

Soap andOintment

are so pure, so refresh-
ingly fragrant, so deli-
cately medicated, as to
vie with the most ex-

there would not be big money for an
Ameriean to come here and start a rival
fruit trust, and whether a man with a
small amount of money ocould not en-|
gage In the business at a profit. He re-
plled:

"It might eetm so if you did not know |
the facts. The truth Is this Is no whit- |
tiing business. You have got to }mvo!
a bilg capital, and enough to take cara |
of all kinds of accldents. Somotimes o |
dirense will wipe out a plantation, and |
again a storm blows up and wa lose the
whole crop. Just & few months ago wo |
had a hurricane here which destm_\'oli
180,000 buniches of bunanas In the space of
| five minutes. That happens every now

{and then, and if the property was that

of & small farmer it would mean total |
ruln, A big concern like this can stand |
iL on account of the profit it recelves
from its other plantations. Am it |s now.
théra area many emall plantations, but
they sell their bananas to us. We pay
them 28 cents a bunch, and at that they
can do very well, Nevertheless the total
product of such men about here {s only
2000 bunches s week, which ix a bagatélle
in comparison with the 100,000 bunches we
As to a rival

| States,”
Our Blg Banana Business,

One hundred thousand bunches s waek.
The men utter these words as thougn |
|they meant nothing. Nevertheless, they
Have you any
‘ides what 100,000 bunches a weak means?
(It means 5,200,000 bunches of bananas a

pensive of toilet prep-
arations and yet so
speedily effective in re-
storing the skin, scalp,
hair and hands to a
normal condition of
purity and beauty as to
have no rivals worth
mentioning among
costly “creams,” “skin
foods,” lotions, etc.

sent to all as yet unacquainted
with them. Address “Cuticura,” Dept. 76, Boston.
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Be a Wise Woman! Enjoy Nemo Comfort

No matter what your figure, there's a Nemo model that will give
more style and comfort than any other comet. BE A WISE
OMAN—and GET IT!

VERY WOMAN
hould Read This!
It Concerns Your Health

and Your Appearance

‘ E propose to devote much space in our news-

paper advertisements, this Fall, to impressing
every woman with the importance of our recent
great invention, the new—

-
-
o e e |

T hese corsets are not merely
stylish wearing apparel—gar- |
ments which simply reduce the
figure and give you & fashionable
appearance, They alsoserve as !
a preventive of those ailments §
of weakness from which millions '
of women suffer, and as a cure |
for them. |

They bring to suffering |
a4t i e I
message of relief, com-
fort and huhb and they
will be hailed, praised ||
and i bf as a
mtor in the |
upward and onward |
movement ftoward hy- |
gienic dregs. ; .‘
That such a great achieve
ment in promoting health and |
comfort can be accomplished by |
a mere corset will not be easily J§
understood and appreciated, ||
Medical suthorities, renowned
surgeons and eminent writers J§
on hygiene, who have examined
and tested these corsets, have
been dumfounded to discovet
such a simple solution of a
problem with which they have
battled for ycars—the preven-
tion and cure of certain ailments *
peculiar to women,

Two models:
No. 522 medium bust
For Tall and Mediam
" Stout Pigures
No. 523—with low bust |
For Short Stout Figures

Other Neme Self-Reducing Corsets for Stout and Mediam Figures

5] Not enly make you LOOK smaller, but actually
"”I": : '_k\i“” ‘drive away the abdominal fat, 8o that you ARE
fla; enlCINL

smaller. Tested and praved by thoussnds of
law bust; No. 354, medium bust; and No, 388, high bust__..

$

women. Three models: No, u’. $3.50

FLATNING RACK [Loog modish skirt; hip-confining bands of Lasti-
:r'" _l_;llLﬁ'-'r‘ kops Webhing give estra-slender effect below
LLd.:j_@'_lllﬂ waist, with a graceful ‘‘inslope.'’ Two models

~No. 819, low bust; and No. 321,

M“ b“. —-saeeuse - - - 33.w
NPTIOUFAFR] Most wonderful figwre-reducing corsets in exise-
L_{“""Jlul':‘lﬂ" ence, Extra-long skirt has four gores of the new
E‘!!ﬂil".'ﬂl.l ﬂ semi-elastic Lastikops Cloth; fits like an eelskin

when you stand, relaxes comfortably when ygu
sit down. The new '‘InsCurve Back,"" of Lastikops Webbing, extending

below the back steels, gives a perfect rounded effect. Two models m
—No. B08, low bust; and No. B08, medium bust,....convaee ‘5-

Broad bands of Lastikops Webbing across the
thighs reduce upper limbs to natural size, banish-
ing that ridge of flesh below the corset-skirt.
Regular Gelf-Reducing front, Two
models—No, 406, low bust; and No. 408, medium bust, . . ueo “.00
Be a Wise Woman! Refuse All Imitations

I( any dealer tries to sell you hing just as good” when you

litlorn:’Nm. BE A WISE WOMAN, and go to a store that will

sell you what you want,

KOPS BROS., Manufactwrers, 5. W. Corver 16th Street and Irving Place, Now York

s

DRS, MACH & MACH

THEE DENTINTS
Sucoewsors to Balley & Mach
The largest and best squipped dental

ments steriliped after uaing.
8¢ Floor Paxton Blook, Omahs, Neh.
You may miss something |
if you don’t read - r
the want ads TODAY, b
- . L}




