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Proof that Ourfamiliar 5
Numerals were [irst o

Scratched on Golden Sands
for Beautiful Hindu Princesses

. Long Ages Ago.

of our common numbers, those apparemtly

simple yet marvellously useful little marks

upon which almost the whole fabric of our
science and clvilizatiqn depends?

We have been'taught to.call our numbers “Arable,” as
distinguished from the cumbrous old Roman numerals.
In fact, If_you’ search the' latest encyclopaedia you will
find them still described without qualification as Arabic.
But It is one of those half-truths, which are sald to be
worse tham a real falsehood, for they teach us to accept

‘ 1 HAT could be more interesting than the origln

Dr: Eugen Loeffler, an eminent German professor and

P what Is not true, rather than search for the facts.

ma hematiclan, has just announced the discovery of the
real source of our numerals, They reached Europe
through the Arabs, it is true, during the Mlddle Ages,
but they actually’originated with the anclent Hindus,
the Aryans of very early times,

The- Aryans; who made their way Into Indla about
2000 B. C., were a branch of the Indo-Germanic race.
They subdued the native inhabitants of India, reducing
‘them: to the lower castes, while the Aryans formed the
castes. of ‘priests and princely warriors. The Aryans
‘were.deeply.interested in sclence and religion.

The language in which thelr anclent books are written
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is the Sanskrit, and these books, called the Vedas, mean-
Ing “sclence” or "knowledge,” are filled with the wisdom
of this ancient race. . Their language ceased to be
a spoken, or iving, language in the third century B, C.
The spoken language that succeeded it is related to the
elder tongue as French s related to Latin.

The anclent religion was Brahmanlsm, and in the sixth
century B. C. Buddha triéd to effect & reformation, but
only succeeded partially. The Brahmans are still the
dominant religlous teachers of Indla.

The original Brahman mathematicians, before the
discovery ol paper, used the sand for making figures
and “doing sums.” They drew what we now call an
abacus, an arrangement of columns with lines between,
the first column containing the units, the next the tens
and the next the hundreds, and so on. When there were
more than ten in the first column one was added to
the mext column, and in this way the significance of .
“position” in numeration was established. Numbers
are atlll called “sand figores” in Hindu. .

According to legend, this system of figuring, after it
had been devised by the priests, was first taught to a
woman ruler. The old Brahman priest, instructing
his queen In the art of figuring, took a pointed stick
and drawing the columns In the sand, showed her how
ten units made one ten and tén tens made one hun-
dred. This I8 the very foundation

of our system of calculation, It
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made possible the wonderful as.
bt ; tronomical and mathematical ad-
A { “ vaicement of the Hindus, which
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FROM: ANCIENT HNDu.

&

CIENT HINDU CONVEMNTIONAL SEPRESENTATION

OF THE OTARS

unknown to the other early civilized racgs. yet
absolut:ly necessary for mathematical expression

the figures find acceptancé throughout Europes




