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ANAMA CITY, Panama.—I have
just had an interview with the
president of the republic of
Panama. His name is Pablo
Arosemena, and he has now
been In offfce almost four
years. According to the Panama con-
stitution the president serves for only
four years, and he is not eligible to suc-
ceed himself, the constitution providing
that no man can be a candidate for the
presidency who has been president within
gix months of the presidential election.
Dr. Arosemena tried to avold this provi-
glon by taking a six months' leave of
absence last spring and allowing his
henchmen to run the administration in
his stead. However, after BSecretary
KEnox's visit this was found not popular
with the United States, and the president
gave up the hope of a second term and
came back into office. The country is
now in the throes of a presidential cam-
palgn, although the new president will
not be elected or inaugurated for some
time to come.
A Talk with Arosemena,

I met President Arosemena in the Isth-
mian White House, or, as it is known
here, the Government Palace. This is a
big, white, twe-story bullding of Spanish
architecture. It surrounds.ajpatio- filjed
with palm trees, in the cepter of which
is 2 pond where huge turtles roll over
and over and splash about in'the water.

1 found soldlicrs on guard as I entered
the palace with the American minister,
Mr. H. Percival Dodge, and we saw more
soldlers at the wide stone stairway to
the second floor. At the top of the stair-
way we walited untll our cards wers sent
in, and & moment later were ushered into
the long narrow parlor which forms the
audience room of the mansion. This par-
lor is furnished strangely for this land
of the tropics. The floor is covered with
a warm velvet carpet, the windows are
velled in hot-looking ourtains, and the
gold plated furniture is upholstered and
‘iot. At each end of the room is a great
mirror in & frame of gold and aver the
windows hang lambrequins from gold
frames.

We walted but a few minutes, when the
president entered. He Is a lean, dark-
faged, black-eyed man of medium height,
and he weighs, I should judge, about 150
pounds, light. He Is seventy-four years
old, but is still in his prime. When the
minlster introduced me 1 was surprised
to hear the president address me in
English. He gpeaks that tongue fluently
and it was in Epglish that our conver-
sation was held. The first part of it
related to the political situation, and I
asked as to whether thére was any dan-
ger of a revolution in ease the admin-
istration candidate should be defeated.

Na Revolutions for Latin Amerien.
“There will be no revolution here,” said
President Arosemena, “‘and the day of
revolution is fast passing away as far
as the whole of Latin America Is con-
cerned. As for we Panahanlans, we
have given up such foolishpess, and we
expect to have no revolutions for all time
to come., I think the szame will be the
cage at no distant date throughout South
America. It is already so with Peru and
Chile. We have now mno revolutions in
Argentina and Brazil, and it will soon
be s0 in Colombia and Venezuela.”
“How about Central America?" I asked.
“That eventually will be the case with
Central America, although I cannot say
when. The people of some of those
countries have had so many revolutions
that they may be said to have acquired
the revolution habit, and it will be some
*me before a condition of permanent
peace can be established there. Never-
theless, Central America is improving, al-
though the several republics composing
it are not so free as ours. We Panaman-
{ans have mors liberty of speech, For
instance, my enemies call me a tyrant
and I make no reply. If one should de-
nounce certain of the presidents of the
republic north of us, he might hear from
his depunciation in no favorable way."

The Panama of the Futare.

The conversation here turned to the
Panama republic and its prospects, and
President Arosemena said:

“1 am enthuslastic over the futlure of
Panama. It is the baby of the natlons,
the youngest of all of the republics, It
is still in Its swaddling clothes, and Is
just beginning to grow., Look at what
we are doing! Take the city of Panama.
it had only 12000 people nine years ago,
and it has now 35000. It will have 50,000
as soon as the canal {8 compileted. Colon,
at the other side of the [sthmus, had
5000 population when you make your
eal with tha French. It has 17000 now,
and wé have other towns which have
greatly Increased.”

“But will not this population drop when
we stop our work on the canal?” 1 askad
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“Colonel Goethals says the United States
may have to keep soldlers here to the
number of 10,000, and also that it will
take 2,500 additional employes to run the
canal. These people will spend a great
deal. Then we shall bave the tourist
travel, which s already eoming by thou-
gands. That will steadily increase. It will
give us a stream of travelers passing
through and dropping dollars into
Panama and Colon. Why, take Your
own people! All of You Amaericans will
certainly want to come to Eee the canal.
There are ninety millions of you, and
even at as low as a dollar apiece, that
would glve us $0,000.000 to start with, If
yvou should spend $10 aplece the amount
would soon reach a billion."
Big Hotels to Be Built.

“But can you accommodate the crowd?”

“Yes. We shall have big hotels for the
tourists,” sald Dr. Arcsemena, “and the
tourist travel will bring in a great deal.
Parls gets a thousand million francs
every year out of tourists, and Switzer-
land feeds fat upon them. There i3 no
reason why we should not do likewise.”

“Dao you not think that the Americans
will have cities of thelr own here?"

“Very llkely so. There will probably be
& great business clty at Balboa, but that
will be in the swamps, and while it will
contiin the wardhouses and great stores,
it will hardly be fit for the hotels and
the residences. Panama will be the
Brooklyn, the residence quarter, and we
shall have gtreet cars which will go back
and forth In five minutes. The people
of Balboa will do thelr business there and
come to Panama for the night.'

Chances for Money Making,

“But has Panama nothing else but ho-
tels to offer to ths world?"

“It has a great deal more,” sald the
president. "“The Panama republi¢ is one
of the richest countries In the troples,
and by madern sanitation the most of it
can be made ons of the most healthy.
1t is now open to settlement, and we will
do what we can to encourage the estab-
lishment of small farms and farmers, We
are offering land In tracts of fifty hec-
tares, or about 247 acres, at & little over
% cents an acre, and 200 hectares at a
still less price per acre. AS the amount
of land goes up, the price goes down, and
we ara doing everything we can to en-
courags development. We have heen
bullding roads in many of tha provinces,
and we now have In the neighborhood of
50 miles of roads and over sixty-one new
bridges.”

“But tell me something about your
lands, Mr, President,” sald L. *What can
you rajse on them?"

“We can raise all sorts of tropical
fruits. We have good lands for coffee
and cacao, Coffee plantations are being
set out in some places, and cacao land
{s In demand In the country about Bocas
del Toro. There are Immenss banans
estates there, The United Frult company
owns thousands of acres, and it ships
millions of bunches of bananas a Year.
The most of that fruit goes to the United
States. We have also good sofl for rub-
ber, and rubber plantations are belng set
out by Amerleans and others. Some of
the ex-employes of the canal have rubber
estates which are already In bearing.

A Stock Country.

"“We have also large areas of fine graz-
ing Jand,"” continued President Arose-
mena. “The climate 1s such that the cat-
tle can feed out-of-doors all the year
round, and we have three varletles of
rich grasses to fatten them. Take the
province of Chiriqul in the northern part
of the republic. There 15 a region there
known asz the Divila country, which has
many square miles of plains covered with
grass which is dotted hers and there
with groves

“The country is well watered, but there
are no swamps, although it rains almost
dally for about eight months of the year.
8till the rains are short and for the most
of the time the weather Is clear. That
land la splendld for cattle and it has
more stock than all the rest of the repub-
lie-. It has already a number of large
ranches and there is room for many
more. 1 doubt whether we have mare
than 50,000 or 0000 head of stock in
Panama now, whereas 1 have geen it
estimated that our lands would sustaln
5,000,000 head. When the canal is com-
pleted thers will be a great demand for
meat from the ships passing through, and
it ought to be supplied by the isthmus.
It seems to me there should be a great
deal of monay in cattle ralsing. As it is
now lean cattle may bs purchased at from
§15 to $20 & head. Aftel they have been
grazed for six months they will bring $30
and upward,”

Real Estate at Panama.,

"What opportunities have you outside
of farming?”"”

*“There is a great deal of money to be
made In real estate,” said the president.
“With the completion of the canal there

“1 think not,” replied the president

le sure to be a demand for farm lands

and plantations of various kinds, There
is & steady rise of real estate values also
both at Panama and Colon. I have prop-
erty here which is worth ten times what
I paid for it a few years ago, and ! have
put up a building at Colon which cost me
only §.,000 apd which has been netting
me §700 per month In rents, That prop-
erty is now paying for the bullding every
year. I know of buildings here In Pan-
ama which are doing as well. Rents are
exceedingly high and we have a number
of men who have grown rich out of their
real estate deals. We have several mil-
llonaires and some of them have incomes
of over §0,000 a year. The Panamanlan
minister at Washington recelves some-
thing like §5.000 per month from his real
estate Investments, and I venture that
M. lEuplnm of this clty does equally
wall."

Banks Which Pay Dividends,

“And then there is a great deal of
money in banking.” continuad the presi-
dent. “You can loan here all the money
you have on good security, at § or 9
per cent. The old rate of interest used
to be 24 per cent, but we have cut that
down by establlshing our national bank,
which makes loans on real estate at 7
per cent, and on jewelry and other col-
lateral at ® per cent. That bank has a
million and a half capital, and its net
profits last year ware $30,000. The other
banks make more.”

“What is Panama dolng to open up
the interior of the country?”’

"Not as much as we could wish,” re-
plied the president. “We have gome
roads and we expect to bulld more, We
have had plans for rallroads, but the
time is not yet ripe to bulld them. All
that will come, and in the end we shall
be a thickly populated land.”

Gold and Fearlas.

‘How about your mines?"

“We have some gold mines working
right here in the central part of the
{sthmus, and there are others at Darfen.
We know that we have copper and other
minerals, but the country has not been
thoroughly prospected.”

“How about your pearl fisheries?"'

“They have produced a great deal in
the past, but we have not been taking
care of them and they do not yleld
what they did. 1 have been interested
in pearls myself, and my {father sold
one pearl for $4,500, It welghed twenty-
three carats, and was of a beautiful
shape and fine color. That pear! would
bring $10,000 today, I think if we should
let the mrl‘ﬂsheﬂu e still for & while
and keep a closed seagon for fishing that
wo might make that a profitable in-
dustry:""

“How about the hidden gold of Pan-
ama? It is sald that you have islands
near your coasts where ths treasures
of the Incas ars burled and also that
there is gold under Old Papama?'

“That is the stuff that dreams are
made of,” replied the president. ''Many
have hunted for those treasures, and
bave never found them. We have now
made a road to Old Panama, and it is
probable that something may be dis-
covered there.”

Panamn and American Trade.

“Tell me something about your trade
with tha United States."

“We are buying more of you than of
any other nation, and the trads steadily
increases. It might pay your merchants
to estabiish a great warehouse here for
the display of American goonds. There
will be & continuous stream of merchanta
parsing through the ecanal, and that
house could take orders for both North
and Bouth America. As It is now, our
forelgn commerce amounts to $11,000,000,
per year, and of that about $5750,000
goes to the United States. Next to you,
our chief consumer is Great Britlan, and
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ma’s President Tells of Country’s Hopes

after that come Germany, France and
Italy. As to our exports the most of
them go to the United States, Indeed,
you buy nearly all that we sell.”
Educntion and Sanftation,

“Are you dolng much In education?"

“We are preparing the way. We have
established some schools, and have a
large number o students abroad to be
prepared for teachers,. We have some
girls studying for that purpose in Bel-
glum, and we have also scholarships in
Chile, which I arranged for during my
trip there last year, We have alsp bullt
a national educational institute here at
a cost of about §800,000."

“How about the health of the Isthmus?"
Do you think that the sanitation meth-
ods which we are using here at -Panama
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could ba axtended to the whole coun-

try ™
“Not as an entlrety.” sald the presi-
[ dent. “It would be too expensive. Never-

theless, you have done a great deal for
1u-m cities of Panama and Colon. In-
| deed the sanitary commiesion ls the most
':ah.mhno ruler wea have, Every ona has
to obey It and the men who come in on
llho ships, no matter whether they be
presidents of other countries, American
imlni!tnrn or our own officials. ara kept
| in quarantine for three days If they come
from any port that Is aven auspected of
!rp\'pr or contagious disease. We dld not
like the sanitation methods at fivst, and
| many of the psople objectsd to having
their houses inspected. That has all
]par&m! away now and we are congratu-
ilnlmg ourselves on our new streets with
good water and freedom from disease.™

Panama Will Stay Independent.

“What are to be the future reiations
of Panama and the United States?”

“1 hope they will always remain two
slater republics.” <

“Ig there any chance that Panama will
be annexed to the United States?”

“I do not see any posstbility of that at
present,”’ sald Dr. Arosemena. “We aje
glad to hava you as our great and good
friend, and we want to work along with
you as far as we can. 1 belleve that
our people would prefer to be inde-
mden“u

At this point [ rose to go, but the presi.
dent asked me to walit a moment and
have some refreshments. A moment later
a servant brought in & tray of cham.
pagne and we drank to the health of
our respective countries as we sald good-
bye.

The Next President of Panama.

As to who the next president of Pan-
ama will be, this is not sure. The election
will take place about a week after this
letter s published. Such elections are
hald upen Sunday, and this one Is set for
the second Sunday in July. There are
two candidates, one of whom might be
called the administration candidate. This
is Pedro Dias, formerly governor of Pan.
ama and quite recently treasurer-general.
He is an able man and & popular one.
The other candidate might be called the
Theodore Roosevelt of the republic. Tt
is Dr. Belisario Porras, the formor min-
{ster to the United States and a man
well known In Washington. Dr. Porras
belongs to the people and he flocks with
the masses. He has had a lot of trouble
durlng hlz candidacy, and his enemies
have resorted to all sorts of tricks to pre-
vent his nomination and election. Among
these was the theft of some notes and
official papers from the Panama legation
at Washington. The notes contalned the
rough draft of the policles he expected
to follow out as president, which Included
a reorganization of the police, with ag
American at the head. They were pub-
lished and it was thought that it would
injure the Porras party in the campaign
In addition to thls the men who stole
his papers planned to bring sult agalnst
Porras for allowing his papers to be
stolen. It was clalmed that they were a
part of the public records, and that no
officer of the republid should allow the
records to be taken away.
FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Taking to the Tnil Timhber,
“Bistren and brethren,"” exhorted Unels
Abraham, a recent promotion from the
plow ta the pulplt, “on de one slde er dis
here meetin’ house Is a road leading to
destruction, on de udder Is a road gwine

to hell and damnation. Which you gwine
pursoo? Dar {8 de Internal question:
Which Is you gwine pursoo?”’

“Law, Brer Aberham,” spoke Sister
Eliza from the back pew, ''T speck I'm er
gwine home thoo de woods!"<Lippcott's

Magazine.

WARNING TO USERS OF SO-CALLED
SUPERFLUOUS HAIR “CURES”

Every woman must realize that evan
when a soft fuzz is removed by these so”
called superfiuous hair “cures,” which
stimulate the growth after edach rémov-
al, that it will only be a question of
time hefore she will have to resort to
the usa of the razor, because aventually
the hair will become &0 course that no|
preparation will be strong enough to re-
maove it without ruining the skin.

Why take the risk of disfigurement hy
using these unknown and uncertain
means for removing superfluous halr,
when there 18 stich & safe method as
DeMiracle—the one perfected, nonpol-
sonous and harmless depilatory that dis-
solves hair, therohy taking the vitality |
out of {t, consequently retafding and pre- |
venting an Increased growtlh.

Don't be deceived by toe ingdlator and
Imposter who resorts (o capying certain |
phrases of the DeMiracle adverilsing *o
mvelgle you Into using a worthless, pm- |
sonous concoction, the continued use ol |
which will produce eczema and other
serious skin disenses When a fakir |
tries to decelva and delude you by aliur-
ing and impossible claims, tell him that
DeMiracle Chemican Company will faor-
feit Five Thousand Dollura if it can be

roven that any socallad superfluous

alr “curea” ever eradicated one single

growth of superfluous hair. Inssst on
proof when a claim is made that such a
preparation s “indorsed by the medival
profession.”

To substantiate our c¢laims that Dea-
Miracle is the only dipilatory that has

ever been indorsed By reputabls physi-
clans, surgeons, dermatologists, medical
Jjournals, prominent magazines and news-
papers, we will send coples of the testi-
monials on request 5

The mere fact that fake-dangerous
preparations are short-lived should alona
be sufficient warning to Avoid the use
of any depilatory but that of proven
merit. DeMiracle has stood the test of
time. It was the largest selling depila-
tory ten years ago and more of it haa
been sold each year since than the coms
hined sales of the nostrums.

All reliable dealers sell and recoms
mend DeMiracle, knowing (t to ba the
best and safest depilatory’ Some un-
principled ones will tell you they cannot

| pracure it. so that they may more easily

influenee you to purchass . thelr own or
possibly some other dangerous, worths
less substitute under another label for a
few cents more profit. To protect yon
from just such imposition, if your dealer
will ot supply yvou, mall us $1.00 and
we will send you, all charges paid, In
plain, senled wrapper, a $1.00 bottle of
DeMiragle, and wa will maka you a pres-
ent of o fullaize jar of DeMiracle
Cream. If yoa care to, give us the name
of the dealer who tries to sell you ®
“Just as good" imitation or substitute.
Write for free booklat, which will be
mailed, sealed in -plain envelo De~
Miracls Chemical Co, 353, Pa Ave.,
126 and 130th Sts, New York. You can
always procurs DaMiracle without ar-
gument in Omaha from Sherman & Mo
Conpell Drug Co and Loyal Pharmacy, |

you. You can leorn how

| purpose re located.

Free facts about any land

will be given to you by The,
Twentieth Century Farmer, which maintains &
land information burean for the use of its readers,
Ask us about land laws, oonditions in any lo-
cality, climatie conditions, and the -

Land Information Bureau

will promptly answer them if
you enclose return postage at no other expense to

where land offices are located, what laws govern
lands, and where best sections for any particular

Write plainly and concisely to the

Land Information Bureau

The Twentieth Century Farmer
Omaha, Nebraska,
Over 100,000 farm families read it.

to get irrigation lands,

The largest beat equi
moderate prim'.'g‘crceh n

DRS. MACH & MACH

THE DENTISTS \
Susesssors to BAILEY & MAGH -

detal offices in Omaba, Ej
lings just lika the tooth, Instruments sterilized after nsing,
3rd Floor Paxton Bleck, Omaha, Nebr,

xports in charge of all work,
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Pride In Personal Appearance ¥

Thick, Glossy Hair
Is a “Joy Forever”

—
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Keep yours so. Nature had it started
right, but if for want of proper at-
tention your hair has lost its natural

Be sure to

color, its silky softness—if it looks
dead—call on your druggist—
tell him you want to assist na-
ture with a fifty cent bottle of

Q-Ban Hair Restorer

SPECIAL NOTICE: A postal
card in each package enti-
tles you to a series of il-
lustrated lectures on the
“Care and Treatment of
Hair and Scalp.” These
lectures are full of in-
formation.
get them.,

HESSIG-ELLIS DRUG CO.
Memphis, Tena.
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