3

_ bopular that he can now have all the

; world.

" here in 1008 we still had
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ULEBRA, Canal Zone. Panama.
—This letter is about the big-
gest army of workmen ever
sotten together., I refer to the |
meén who are now digging
the canal down here at Pan-

ama. They number about 35,000, When old

Cheops built the pyramids he had 20,000

laborers, and when the great church of

Santa Sophia was erected at Comstanti-

neplea the workmen were just half that

number. But in both of these cases the
labor was mora or less forced, and the
pyramid fellahin worked like the Israal-
ftes under the lash of the taskmaster.

The laborers here are free agents. They

ean lay off If they please, and they are

cnly kept on the job by getting the high-
est wages and best treatment of any man
of their kind upon earth.

The man in charge of this army is the
chief quartermaster at Panama. His name
e Colone]l C. A. Devol, and he is an
officer of the regular army. He has not
only recruited and hired the labor, but
he provides their houses and quarters and
gives them their wages. He Is also jin
charge of all materlais and supplles on
the isthmus, having eighty-eight ware-
houses, which If joined together would
Cover an acreage bigger than that of a
good-sized farm. He has charge of the
draft animals and be does the dellvering
and toting about of almost evervthing
and evervbody except that done by the
CATS.

Uncle Sam’s Big Labor Force.

Colonel Devol tells me that the labor
problem has been one of the most diffi-
cult of any connected with the canal,
and that It has worrled every company
which hag done business down heres on
the isthmus. When the Panama railroad
wag first bullt the contractors sént to
Ching for 'laborers, and they dled like
flles, Later on 80 many other workmen
were buried that it {s said the road cost
& man for every tle lald in Its tracks.
The first French canal company scratched
the world to find diggers, and they bur-
fed & large part of those whom they
found. The men would not stay and they
were always recrulting. Uncle 8am has
had good labor ever since he began his
construction and the job has become 8o

men he needs without advertising. Dur-
Ing the past four years the average num-
ber employed has been 35000, although
at times It has run as high as 35,000 and
more. This is an enormous force to be
uged In any undertaking outside those
connected with the army and navy, but
it Is handled like one vast machine.

Silver and Gold Men.

You have all heard of the sllver and
gold men of the Isthmus of Panama. It
is under those two names that the men
are classiffed. The sllver man 18 the
common every-day lifter-of-earth, hewer-
of-wood and drawer-of-water., He has a
mighty small brgin and sells only hls
muscle. He s usually a white Spaniard
or an Italian, or & black man from one
of the West Indlan islands. Hg is Mired
by the authorfities here on the isthmus,
and hag been recruited by agents sent to
different parts of the world. During the
past four vars we have had on the aver-
age 25,000 of these in the shape of West
Indian negroes and about 5000 more as
laborers from Europe.

The gold men are the skilled employes,
thoge who &ct as superintendents, fore-
men, clvil englneers and mechanics. They
manage the big machinery, Tun the trainus
and do all the skilled work. They are
hired through the bureau at Washington,
and many of them ara subject to eivil
service examinations, The silver man
gets from 90 cents to $1.80 a day for his
nine hours' work. The gold man receives
n the average at least $150 per month,
and, In addition, a slx weeks' vacation,
with & month of sick leave and one of
Injury leave, which brings his pay very
much higher. He has also extra advan-
tages in the way of quarters and hous-
Ing, and he Is in short about the best
treated workman of all those who sell
their bralns and muscle to the Industrial

A Talk With Colonel Devol.

But it will be more Interesting to let
Calonel Deval, the quartermaster in charge
of these forces, tell you about them. I
have spent an afternocon with him here at
Culebra and have asked him many ques-
tions as to the men and thelr work.

“Ons was a8 to the trouble of getting
the laborers together,” sald Colonel Davol.
“The organization of the canal force was
not an easy one. When we took hold,
Panama had a bad name and it was 4lffi-
cult to get men. November 1, 14, the
total force was 8,800, of whom only 60
were Americans. We had considerable
dlckness and thils force was not perma-
nent, although it steadily grew In num.
bere. It was made up largely of men
who would stay only a few months &nd
then go away. Nevertheless, it steadily
grew. We found a large amount of re-
crulting was necessary, and within the
next year or so we brought in over 43,000
sllver men, Of these more than 11,0H0
cams. from Europe, about 19,000 from
Barbadoes and the balance from tho
other islands of the West Indles and
Calombla.

“We had labor agents at Parls who did
the recruiting from Spaln, gettlng about
609 laborers at a time and sending them

ver. We had to advance the money, and

t actually cost us §40 per man for every
Spaniard, although that sum was re-
turned to the government in the flrst
two Wage payments.

“It cost us §7.20 per head for the .la-
borers from the West Indies. This sum
was not paid back, but was charged to
the expense account. When I arrived
recrulting
agencles in Barbadoes, Trinidad, France
4nd the United States. But we need
nothing of this character now. Indeed,
we are offered more labor than we can
use and we are sendng men back homs
rather than bringing them here.”

“How about Central and South Amer-
lea® Have these countries furnished
much labor to the canal?" 1 asked.

“Ng,"” replied Colopel Davol. “We re-
cently brought in forty or fifty Peruvians
and paid them 20 cents an hour. But as
& rule our labor has come from the
sources I have mentioned.”

Spaniard va, the West Indian Negro.

Here the guestion arose as to the effi-
clency of European cheap labor {n com-
parison with the West Indian labor, and
Colonel Devol sald:

“We are, you know, paying the Span-

fards more than the Wast Indlans. Wae
fixed the wages at the beginning of u:le||
work, estimating the Spanish labor as |
worth two and a half times that of the!
Jamaican. We then established a rate |
of M cents gold per hour for the|
Jamalcans. As the work has progressed |
the most of the men on the canal bn-1
Heve that the Spaniard has only stood |
pat, while the negro has steadily gained |
in efficlency, and It (s my own belief
thut the negrc is now about as good as
the Spanlard, although he still recelves
less pay. Indeed, my respect for this
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negro labor has riten during every year
of my stay. The West Indfans are teach-
able and anxious to learn. I use many
of them as mule drivers and, although
they were at first very poor, they aras
now as good as any in this country."

The White Man aud the Tropies.
“But cannot the negroes stand the sun

of the troples better than the white
men?"*
“I think not. The white man can work

hers quite as well as the colored man.
The Americans are perfectly healthy, and
I see no reason why they should not
woark here all thelr lives, It {s different
in the Phllippines. The heat there is
more intense and more enervating,. When
1 went to those islands 1 weighed 180
pounds, and 1 lost something like eight-
een pounds during my stay. Here I find
it difficult to keep my welght down, and
my health is excellent.

‘“There has been much apprehension
as o the unhealth of the troplcs and the
tropical heat,” continued Colonel Deval.
“This is so as to both anilméls and men.
When we took possesslon of the Phillp-
pines we trled to acclimate our mules,
At first I Kept them under canvas during
the heat of the day for fear the sun
would hurt them. 1 soon found this use-
less, and after a short time put them to
work as goon as they came o/ ” the boats.
I distributed thousands of them through-
out the islands, and they throve there
quite as well as at home. I

“As to the Americans on the Isthmus,
you will not find a healthier class of
workmen anywhere else. Their death
rate Ig exceedingly low, and far lower
thén that of the United Ztates. Even in-
cluding the colored labor, we find that
our death and health rates are quite as
low as those of most other parts of the
world.”

The Negroes and the Whites.

“How about order? Do you have
much trouble in keeping the colored men
In check?"'

“No. 1 doubt whether you will find a
more qulet body of workmen anywhere
else on the face of the globe. We have
more than thirty thousand colored men
on our rolls, and we have had no seri-
ous labor trouble since we began. There
are no brawis and no drunkenness to
speak of, and the men are universally
polite and respectful to the Americans.
Nearly every sllver man you meet takes
off his hat, and it {8 a common expres-
glon among the West Indlans that this
is a white man's country.”

“But are our white women safe on
the Isthmus?"

“As far as the West Indian negroes
are concerned they are absolutsly safe.
They can go about as freely ad in any
part of the United States. My own
daughters have been here every summer.
They ride all over the country without
an escort, and they have never had any
trouble of any kind. Indeed, I have not
known of a single case down here where
& negro has molested & white woman."

“How do the wages of the slilver men
compare with those they recelve at
home?"

“They are much higher. The Jamaicans
and Barbadians get three times as much
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as at home. They have also free quarters
and their food i{s furnished at the rate of
9 cents a meal. The Spaniard gets more
than twice what he can make in Spain
and his meals cost him only 40 cents per
day. We have good quarters for housing
the Spanlards, and we have barracks for
the negroes with canvas beds which can
be ralsed and lowered. These beds are
kept cleaned and are steamed every few
days.

“We find that the Jamalcans prefer to
have huts of their own, and many of
them have drifted out into the brush.
They have knocked up shacks of poles
and such boards as they can find and
have pbrought their females, as they call
them, from Jamalca to live with them.
A yedr or so ago we had 25,000 negroes
in our barracks, but we have now only
7,000, ana the number grows less every
day."

"How about the Spaniards? Do they
hold to thelr quarters?"

“Yes, and the same Is trua of the
Italians."”

“Are the Americans on the isthmus sat-
isfied with their jobs?"
“I think there Is no doubt of that. You

for Uncle Sam’s f’_anarna Canal Workers

will find kickers everywhere, the

satisfled. They get the blggest wages
of their Kind and recelve on the average
from 25 to 3 per cent more than they
could get-n the states. Every man of
them has six weeks' vacatlon and those
I\\'hn need It thirty days' sick leave.
| They are hard workers, but they have
|p!ent}' of récreation, [ncluding tourna-
ments and games and a svstem of club
lhouses which is free

sary stores, where goods are sold at as
near cost as possible, and Uncle Sani
pavs their house rent and gives them
their quarters. The gold men work only
elght hours 8 day and those who are
married have, In addition, whal amounts
to $40 a month outside thelr galary. The
bachelors have what is an equivalent
of about §15 per month.

What Employes Get for Nothing.
“I do not understand just what you
mean by these allowances, Colonel Devol."
“I mean the things that the canal am-

ploye gets for nothing, which, {f he were

o Sy o reg —
Jamaica Negroes at Work on Wew lanazna
but
most of the Americans are contented, and

their only regret is‘that the job is com-
Ing to an end, Indeed, they ought to be

in the United Etates, he would have to
pay for. We give every man free quar-
ters and free fuel, light, water and med-
feal attendance. The married man re-
celves more than the single man, and he
costs more. He lives In a house which
costs us gl least $1.54 to bulld and fur-
nish, and he saves at least $0 in the

They have a re- | grounds and carry away his garbage.
duced rate of lving through the commia: | do not «

rent of that house. He gets about §7.00
worth of free medical attendance, $1 in
ree transportation over the raflroad, more
than § in free light and more than $
worth of fuel. We take care of his
Wa
harge him for janitor service, and

I| altogether $40 ls a low estimate of what

he has In addition to his salary. In the

same way the bachelor receives $14 or $15 |

in addition to his pay.”

Unecle Same s KEomes for Employes

“You have charge of the homes of the
employes "’

“Yes, that is under tha quartermaster's
department, Our houses, as vou know,
are all modern and up-to-date. They are
screeped from mosquitoes and furnighed
with modern plumbing and bathrooms,
and each house has Its kltchen, parlor,

bedrooms and living room. Men who gnt[

——

less than 0 per month live in four-
family housss. Those who have between
that and % have bungalows and cot-
tages, and those who have from §M Lo
$#00 & month have two-story houses,

“The barracks bulldings of the siiver
employes each accommodate sevanty-two
men. Thelr arrangements are modeled
after those of the United States trans
parts and they are each under the charge
of a janitor, who Keeps them clean. The
floors are scrubbed twice a week and the
bunks are taken out and bolled in an iron
tank to k!l the bugs and other vermin.”

“"Have yvou been able to use many of

J the old French bulldings 7' I asked

"Yes, there were 1,700 of them, and we
took them &t a
They ranged in size from two-story cot-
tages up to the big De Lesseps home at
Cristobal. A great many of these bulld-
Ings are in use today.
homes at the start, which was a very
important consideration to our work.”

Our Men Earm Thelr Wagen,

The conversation here turned to the
pay of the men, and Colonel Deva!
showed me the books by which he keeps
track of the labor of thess 35000 em-
ployes. The system is a complate one,
including tmebooks for odd days and
even days, so that the men in the office
can check off the time, and still have
the time baoks In use,

Everything Is done by system and It i=
impoasible for a man to get' more than
he earns. The paving {8 through pav
checks by means of pay cars, which go

from station to station and hand out
the money. It takes twelve days to pav
all the men on the canal. A pay car
starts out about the first of the month,
and it is not until the 12th that all the
men have been paid. The amount of sil-
ver used every month Is more than
§1.600 000, or, if It wera loaded upon two-
horse wagons, as much as elghty horses
could haul over a country rogd.

The Gam Shoe Men.

I asked Colonel Devol If any stealing
or graft had been discoveéred in connec-
tion with such payments. He replled:

“No. ‘This |& the cleanest job that
Uncle 8am has ever undertaken. We
have had scandals in the Philippines, in

valuation of §2.000,09. | Cuba and more or less in the administra-
!uan of almost every one of our home
i clties.

I know of none here on the canal
gone and our system of supervision is se

They gave us|compiete that it {s almost impossible for

anything of that nature to esocape belng
caught at its very beginning.

“Take, for instance, padding the rolls
such as has been done in many big jobs.
There Is none of that here. We have line
inspectors called gum-shoe men, who go
about through the various divisions in
ordinary clothing. No one knows them,
and they have the right to ask the fore-
men for thelr time books and verify
them as to the men employsed and the
hours that they work. Any discrepancy
is Immediately reported. Thesea men are
everywhers, and the foremen know that
a dishonest report is sure to ba dis-
| covered.” FRANK G. CARPENTER,

MAY BECOME A NATION
OF BEARDED WOMEN

If You Value Your Face, Beware of So-Called
Hair Removers.

Bristly

They Cause a Soft Fuzz to Come Back a Stiff,

Beard.

It is the oponion of eminent authorities
that If women continue te pémove super-
fluous hair with worthless, poisonous de-
pllatories, it will be only a question of
time before we will have a natlon of
| bearded women, because even when =
(downy growth 18 removed by these com-
pounds and concoctions, It Is sure to grow
out ugaln courser and heavier after asgch
removal and éventually It will become a
stiff, bristly beard. Then it will be nec-
EEBATY 1O resort to the use of the rasor.
because no preparation will be strong
enough to remove (U without ruining the
skin.

It can be safely said that ecsema will
most llkely become a national disease \f
women continue to use so-célled deplla-
torfes.  Nothing hss done more to pro-
duee serious skin troubles and eczema
than the use of thess preparations. While
the harm caused by them Is not alwayd
noticeable with the first few applicu-
tions, the real: Injury plainly manifests
Itself after. frequent and continted use.

For years we have been cautioning wo-
men against the usé of polsonous pastes,
powders, fake “beauty arficle recipes”
and so-called liquid “cores.” but It seems
thut some are always willing to be hum-
bugged, because as moon as one fakir
has gotten all he can out of 'contiding
women, another takes his place, and so
It wiil continue as long a8 women will
permit themselves to be victims of such
impostors.

If you don't mind taking the risk of
disfigurement, why pay twenty-flve cents
to one dollar or more for such worthless
preparations, when you can procure from
any drug store for five or ten cents, a
sufficlent quantity of the Ingredients to
last a year,

It must ba borne in mind that afler

the growth of hair Is stimulated by the |

use of so-called depilutories It will nec-
essitate a much longer and more persist-
ént treatment with DeMiracls than it
would have otherwise required. There-
fore, lsn't It safer to stop experimenting
and use the world-famous DeMiracle
which I8  acknowledged by eminent
authorities everywhere as the standard
depilatory—the one perfected, non-pol-
sonous, safe and harmless preparation
that dissolves hair, thersby taking the
vitality out of it, consequently retarding
and preventing an Increased growth.
The best and most convincing proof that
DeMiracle Is the only mbsolutely rellable
and trustworthy halr remover is that it

has stood the test . of time. It was the
largest selling depllatory ten years ago
and more of {t haa 'been sold each year
since than the combined sales of the
nostrums. The mere fact that fake-dan-
gerous preparations are short-lived should
|alone be sufficlent warning to avold the
use of any depliatory but that of proven
merit.

Don't be decelved or deluded by allur-
Ing &nd Impogsible cleams of impostors,
who usually resort to publishing testl-
monials procured for a money considera~
|tlon from one or two physicians of ques-
| tianable standing, or from some unknown
womin, who {s dubbed as a '‘great so-
clety leader,”” Maore than likely the pre-

parations were never' used the writers
|of the so-culled testimoniale. Tell
ope of them that DeMiracle Chemi

| Company will forfelt Five Thousand Dol-
|lars It it can be proven that thelr so-
called superfluous halr ‘*‘cures” ever
eradicated one single growth of super-
fluous hair, |

Insfst on preof when fakirs say such
!pnpuutlunn are “indorged by the medical
profession.” To substéntiate our claim
that DeMiracle (s the only depllatory that
has ever been indorsed by reputable phy-
[siclans. surgeons, dermatologists, medical
"Journals, prominent magasines and news-
papers, we will send coples of the test!-
| monlals on request. And, mind you,
|every one |8 genuine. If they were not,
we could be compelled by law to discon-
tinue publlshing them.

All reliable dealers sel] and recommend
DeMiracle, knowing it to be the best and
safest depllatory. Some unprincipled ones
will tell you they cannot procure it so
that they may more easlly influence you
to purchase thelr own or possibly some
| other dangerous, worthless substitute un-
der another label for & few cents more
profit. To protect you from just such im-
position, {f your dealer will not supply you
mull us 800 and we will send you. ali
charges pald, In plain, sealed wrapper, &
100 bottle of DeMiracle, :ndr?e will
make yvou a present of a full-size jar of
DeMiracle Cream. If you care to, give
usg the name of the dealerr who tries to
sall you o “just as good" Imitation or
substitute. Writa for free booklet which
will be mailed sealed in plain envelope.
DeMiracle Chemical Company, Dept. 5Z,
Park Ave, 129th and 130th Sts., New York.
You can always procures DeMiracle with-
out argument In Omaha from Bhermean &
McConnell Drug Co., and Loyal Phar-
macy.
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FREE !

Note!

refunded to you when the ¢
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Only 75¢

Case or barrel orders
Write today for prices

Free Deliver

buys the basket and 10. small
or 6 large bottles of
“LUXUS BEER.”

A charge of 25c to cover cost of bottles, will be
made at time of purchase, the 25¢ however, will be
mpty bottles are returned. '

(This basket offer holds good enly until July 15th)

Now for a picnic with a picnic spirit; get your ‘‘Luxus’’ in
handy basket with a hinged top that covers the co
nght., easy to carry, and laden with a
ful, high class ‘‘Luxus,

ntents perfectly.

joyous supply of cooling, health-

" entirely different from ANY other Omaha brew.

PHONE Douglas 1241 or Independent A-3241, or call or
write for a Novel Picnic Basket filled with “Luxus.”

from out of town filled immediately.

on “Luxus” and other “‘Krug’ Beers.

We will deliver these “Picnic Baskets" free
within the following limits:

ton 3t. South, 40th St. West and 9th St. East.
10c extra for delivery beyond these limits.
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