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HE Nebraska Government” was (he un-
official title of the Panamanian cunal
xone from 1904 to 1909, During that
time the supervising staffs, from Gov-
ernor Charles E. Magoon to Assistant
5 fire Chlef C, B. Wdldman, were native

bern or resident Nebraskans. Not less than 100

minor officlals and skilled laborers have also been

Vnele Sam has undertaken and is raplidly complet-
ing one of thy most colomsal tasks of mwodern tlmes.

In 1807 Uo\ernnr Magoon was sent aas minister
Of affairs to Guba. Promotions snd changed fol-
lowed and several Omabans and many Nebraskans
were officiclly recogulsed ms lomders In the work
and advanced to positions of greater authority and
bigher falary. However, an exodus started the

, following year.and the Panamunian gone Jost Erid-
Unlly the title of “Nebraska Government "

Ueorge L. Campen, assistant city engineer of
Omaba, began in Papama in 1905 as water com-
missioner, but when be left In 1909 he had been
promoted to superintendent of public works for
the entire canal aone. MHarry Hortin, now appralsal
engineer for the Union Pacitle, was on the isthmus
from- 1907 to 1909, He was In charge of a party
that made a complete survey of the eity of Panama
In July, 1607, When this was completed he sur-
véyed and laid out the town of San Miguel, com-
pleted n topographical survey of Ancon hill and
vieinity and a watershed survey of the Pedro Mi-
suel valley. Camping with his men in the jungle,
Bortin began the location of & wagon road between
Panama and Culebra. In July, 1908, he was placed
in charge of the department of . hydraulics and
ineteorology on thie Rio Chugres and its tributaries.
Later he was at the Culebra cut making survers
and estimates of stenm shovel performsnce. Here
he vorked antil he returagd to Omaba in December,
1908, to take his present position with the Union
Pacitie.

Many dungers lend to service on the canal s
hazardous mspech, B few Nebragskang have met
With serjons accidegts. H. P, Warren, once a resi-
dent of Omaha and now an inmate of Mercy hos-
pital in Chicago, Was engineer of comstruction In
the canal tone untll & yesr ago, when both his legs
were broken and be was rushed by boat and special
train to Chicago for treatment. The shattered
bones of cue leg have béen removed and grafted
into the otber and his recovery Is now certaln,
although he Is probably destined always to be an
invalid. Dr. J. B. Murphy, an expert in this branch
of surgery, performed the delicate operation of
removing and grafting the splintered bones. This
accident was #Re sad climax of & most promising
career, for Warren wentglo the isthmus as a rod-
man mnd worked his war up until he stood at the
head of his departmemt, a recognized authority,
sigoully bonored by the government for & serfes of
unusually brilliant services

Tom M. Cooke, formerly of Lincsln, s now
dircetor of posts In Panama. Other Nebraskans now
serving in the camal zone are: C. B Weldman,
chiel of the fire department: Chatles Logasa,
draftsman for {he Panama raliroad, formerly In
the city engineer's office in Omiha; M., B. Con-
pelly of Seward, superintendent of construction on

the Panama rilroad; L. K. Needbam, assistant

\ englneer; E EZook of Nebraska City, onete in the

™~ employ of the Burlington, engineer of maintenance;
Charles F. Koerner, assistant fire chief; Willlam
Dotson, superi deat of m T.

A. K. Stone, master of construction on ihe
isthmus, was formeriy an employe of the street
rallway of this city, John Whitmere, now residing
at Los Angelen, was formerly traveling auditor for
the Panama ralirosd. Alfred Larson, an Ofmaba
lad, was foreman on the Gstun locks for a year

. J. J. Jefiries, once & quartermaster in the canal
sone, now with the Guayagqull & Quite ralleocd.

- contributed to the arnty of 35,000 men WHIF WHICK™

used to live In Omaba. Another Nebraskan, 1. W
Huntington, spent & year on the Isthmus, but left
there for Halti, where ho now resides.

Charles iu*nn: and Charles Borg, two Ne-
braska boys, took a posi-graduste course lu the
canal zofie, They are'now in Washington In part-
nership in law and Interested in banks In the capi-
tal, While on the isthmus Mr. Bargent was Engil-
neer Campen’s chief clerk. Mr. Borg i & graduate
of the Omaba High school and the University of
Nebruska.

Prof. David O'Connor and his family, consisting
of a wife, two sons and two deughters,
the canal for oyer o year. Prof. O'Connor was
superintendent of schools in Pasawa and his sons
were empioyed in the mechanical departmsent. The
two daughters taught school. They were married
In Pansma and shortly afterwards
Nebraska with their parents and settled at Ran-
dolph, where the family now livea.

Omaha families have contributed at least three
school teachers to the army of useful workers now
engaged in lending the Panamanians to the (rout
They are Jessie Pontius, formeriy of the Beais
school, whose mgther resides at 1110 South Twenty-
clghth street; Edith Anderson, whose Omaha home
is at 608 North Forty-first street,and Helen Nason,
danghter of Dr. A. W, Nason, whosa office (s in
The Bes bullding. These youny women have stuck
to their task without faltering, dad in letters home
‘express themselvas quite happy and weil piaced In
their new ' field of labor. The two first named had
teaching experience in the Omaha schools, while
Miss Nason recelved her tralning at the University
of Nebragka.

Ed Burmester, a drother of Councilman Louls
Burmester of Omaha, bas been an officer of the
fire department at Gorgoua for the last five years
He was chosen for the fob gn the isthmus through
the friendship of Senator Millard and has made a
fine record for efficiepey. He la the baby of his
branch of the Omaha Burmestern. His elder brother,
Willlam Burmester, was killed at the time of the
Mestruction of Allen Bros' wholesule house, No-
vember 216, 190]. Other Omaha firemen now doing
duty in Panama are Olof Olson, Albert P. Living-

elon, Chacles Petssson and August Schaefer.
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Omaha and Nebraska Folks Prominent on Big C
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“Toe grentest thing about this canal you are
bullding arroes the Isthmus of Panama is the wpirit
with which every man, to the least of them, ¢o-
operates and fights ludomitably for {ts completion,”
an English visitor sald to an Omaha audience re-
cently. ““When 1 was there we were standing on
the banks of the ditch watching a steam shovel
in operation. One of the men waved his hand to
Colonel Goethals. 'Don’'t worry, bous,'
to say, ‘wo’ll finigh the job on time.' "

Five thoussnd  directors, supervisors, foremen
and men skilled in emgineering, directing the of-
forts of 36,000 laborers, sduckted for Bvery depart-
ment of construction work, are united as one man
by this spirit. Nebraskans who have returned from
the isthmus express emphatie faith In the

he seemed

govern-
ment and the men in avthority on the eanal. The
number of nallves working on the big. ditch s
comparatively small. Naturally Indolent, 55 per

cent of the population are colored and disapprove
of all manual labor. The other 13 per cent are of
English, German, Freach, Spanlsh or Itallan descent
and the majority of them speak several languages
Howover, they are ot enthusiastic
trench belng excavated through
Panama, and crowds of peons wil
in the vicinity of the workmen,
the tolling "gringos
Machinery has displaced and ma-
chinists, architects, cugineers and builders are
doing in bours what the old French Canal company
could not do in months. Many of the laborers are
from the United Staten, Gallagos from southern
Spain, Slelllang and Itallans, all now thoroughly
Americanized and vitally interested in the comple-
tion of the canal
Life tn the canal is gquick-moving and the
tenderfool must become rapidly lnured to its hard-
shipe or turn hjs face Engloeers
Campen and Bortin were at times called to every
part of the zone and experlenced every unplessant-
ness. For weeks they camped in the jungle, labor-
ing from dawn to dusk, shorn of all luxuries and
sometimes thankful for bare necessities.
However, as Campen says, Uncle Sam
provided for play as well as fof labor. All work
ceases on Sanday. The forenoon is spent at church
and the afternoon i given over to entertainments
of divers and sundry kinds, including picnics to the
secluded haunts of the jungie, boating excursions
and base ball games. games attract the
largest crowds, for major league material is often
found in the lineups, and wandering outlaws are
gladly welcomed by the amateur mapagers. Games
of fifteen innings, with scores standing 2 to 2,
recorded in the base ball annale of the Isthmus
A fine band, made up of men from all parts
of the isthmus, plays all day Suaday to attentive
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The players are given An extra stipend
{ 325 per month for their services ns municidns,
and thiz adds o thelr natural zest for good music
and has resulted in a very ereditable
arganization

When the rainy season comes the work of the
northerners is impeded by floods and stifling
humidity, say the Nebraska veterans, but so wedl
the sanltation authorities coped with this
problem that today Pasamas death rate ls lower
than muny of the cities in the United States. Upon
the arrival of the Americans in the citles on the
isthmus they found a loathsome neglect of the
simplest sanltary rules. The sewage system bred
diseame, the streets were rivers of mud and there
wos an-aggravating attitude of indiffercoce o be
oyercome

Streets were paved aod entire citles were, in
Instances, ralsed as much as eighteen luches above
their original Jevels. Clcanliness was made com-
puisory and a stricter discipline and newer methods
wrought wonders amoung the people. These precau-
tions and a careful regard for sanitary rules de-
stroyed the old fear that had existed sipes the
French abandoned work on the isthmus and proved
that the white man could live and work In Panama
with as much Immunity as on the plains of the
Even In the camps in the jungles fe¥ con-
tagions pocurred and malaria became less and less
a spectre of death as the work progressed.

“Colonel Goethals and the men who are making
bis dresms and the dreams of the United States

mugleal

have

west,

come true belleve the Panama canal will be com-
pleted in January of 1810, sald Mr. Campen:
“Nebrarkansg can join in the chorus of celsbration
With grester ardor, perhaps, than the people of any
other stute, for many of them héve known the
difficulties of the undertaking, faced the dangers
and participated In the work to a greater propar-
tionate extent than the peojile of any sister stute."™
“The west will derive u direct and Immediate
benefit from the opening of the canal,” said John
Barrett of Washington, president of the Pan-Ameri-
can Union, during his visit to Omaha in February,
“And 1 would have the greal business organiaations
of Omaba, Chicago, Kansas City, 8t. Louls, Minne-
spolie, Memphis snd New Orleans send special
representdtives -of keen capacity of observation to
study every pbase of the new commertial fleld
which will be reached by the canal.™
Months before this advice was given it had been
hevded and dozens of Nebraskans had made from
one to three trips to Central America and studied
the situation. Preparations are now incubsting to
continue these studies at the exposition to be givea
in San Francisco upon the completion of the camal
In the meantime everything sffecting the emnsal,
from the emallest landslide in any of the huge cuts
to the legislation fixing the tolls, Is of a psculiar
persopal Inierest to a small army of Nebraskans
who ere veterans of this contest belug fought out
in the tropics to open & wonderful new svenue of
commerce to the world,



