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ABPank for Tloodoos”

HE British aristocracy and
T wealthy classes have Dbeen
driven by terror or superatl-
ton to conide many seemingly
kaunted hetrlooms and valuable ob-
Jectn of art to the public museums.
There must be some Americans
in a gimilar predicament. Mrs.
Charles Gilpin, the noted soclety
beauty of Philadelphia, is the pos-
seasor of a singularly beautiful
emerald which she says has brought
ber domestlc misfortune and per-
sistent (llJock. So afrald fs'she of
the emerald that she never wears
it, ana noone can fina out what has
become of it

She might get 7id of hae (roubles
in the British way by turning ber
omorald over to some respectable
museum. She bas pot the super-
stition-delying cournge of Mrs, Ed-
wand Molean, who has bought, and
is wearing, the beautiful Hope
diamond which has the most ameasz-
ing bistory of tragedy and [liluck
evor associated with a lifeless ob-
Joct.

Very strunge behavior on the part
of idols and images in the Vietoria
and ‘Albert Museum, London, lins

~ called asttention to the practice
among the Britieh aristocrecy ol

“banking thelr hoodoos™ In & mu
saum,

Watchmen left tv guard the mu-
seum at night have heard bood-
curdling groans, upearthly erles,
Boises suggostive of the pattering

:
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Modame Catulle Mendes's sitting

Buddha that sways her life.

of ghostly feot. Many of the keep-
ors  having certaln antiquities in
thelr eare have suffered serious Il
besa and other minfortunea
Investigation has ahown that
there are really in the museum
many objests which have had o
tragle and llomened history.
' Among themi s a carved teak-
wood lmage of Puddha, which be-
longed, untll recently, to s Mre
Evans, whoss father, & sea ocaptain,

bhad obtalned it in Lower Burikl.
The captain took tha object by
“strategy™ from a Buddhist temple
and being interrupted by the priest
killed the poor fellow.

After that the image brought I}
luck to every white man who came
in contact with it. When the shis
cartying It was near liverpol a fire
broke out on board. The crew, who
attributed all their troubles to the
Buddha, threw It overboard, and
after that they reached port safely.

By a rather strange accident the
Buddha was washed ashore in
Wiales and the captain claimed it
and obtained it with méch ditficulty
and ezpense. Boom afterward he
died.

His daughter kept the Buddba in
her houde for several years, duyring
which it gave rise to continual
trouble, 'The servants refused 1o
stuy in the house. They declured
that the image wandered about the
house at night and that s eyes
were constantly upon them,

Then a young daughter of the
owner, who had been observed gas-
ing fxedly at the Image, died. This
final misfortune made Mrs. Evans
decide to get rid of the llhomened
image, She presented It 1o the
Victoria and Ibert  Museum,
where it has been the reputed cause
of many mysterious disturbances.

It is in this museum that a Jarge
part of Plerpont Morgan's colloction
bas bitherto been housed. Report

T

Ancient Flemish ewer in Pierpont
volleciton

said to have

unearthly noises.

says that a curlous sixteenth cen-
tury Flemish copper ewer In the
form of a human head, belonging to
Mr. Morgan, has been heard utter-
lng unearthly groans at night

Not all antigoe idols and images
are credited with bringing mistor-
tune. Maddme Catulle Mendes, the
naled Parisian novelist, possesses o
strange little Ivery Buddha which
she consults belore embarking In
any new yndertaking. SHhe says
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Mrs, Charles Gilpin, of Phila-

Jdelphia, who is afraid to wear

her splendid “hoodoo” emer-

1ld.

that when she is acting sccordingl
to the Buddha's direction she never
falls to enjoy good fortune.
Sclentific paychologists tell us
that there may be u basls of Mmet
in the yarns associmted with these
idols and Images. The inanimate
ohjects themselvea can have no
power over human beings or events,
but 4t s posgihle that supersiliious
persons,  belleving In the super-
natural powers attributed to the

objects, may bring upon themselves
the troubles which thoy fear. This
theory would account for some of
the tragedies associated with the
Hopa diamond.

Another prominent British hoodoo
s the mummy case of the Egyptian
high priest NesAmsu, which he-
longed to the wealthy and eccentric
lady Meux, The original discov-s
erer of the artist Whistler, the
widow of a wealthy baronet, she
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Very Odd

“Behavior” of Idols

and Images in the

British Mu-
seum Re-
veals the
Fact That
Superstitious
Aristocrats
Turn Their
“Haunted
Heirlooms"

Over to the

possessed one of
the most valuable
collection of art an-
tiguitles in the coun-
try.

Among them wag the
mwummy case of Nes
Amgu, & magnificent re
presentation of the dead
priest, whose body It once
contalned, In red, green,

huck and gold upon wood,
It was presented to Lady Meux
by Walter Ingram, a noted trav-
eller. He was killed in an ele
phant hunt shortly after making
the gift. Thoe case bears an In-
seription stating that a curse will
fall upon him who removes it from

its resting place.

Lady Meux, who was 8 vigorous
character, defied the curse, and cer-
tainly It did not prevent het from
living to an advanced age. But she
became estranged from  all  her
friends. She quarrelled violently
with Whistler,

Bhe quarrelled as mavagely with
her husband's relatives. She had
no childrea and thus she had the
bittarnesa of knowing that her
treasyres must go to her husband’s
hated relstives or pass into the
hands of strangers.

She loft the bulk of her property,
including the mummy case of Nes
Amsu, to Admiral Sir Hedworth
Lamhton, & brother of the Earl of
Durham. The Admiral is distin-
guished for having saved the British

Public Care

gurrison at Ladysmith during the
Hoer War by taking his naval guns
lnto the besieged town at the eritl-
cal moment. He ia conaldered one
of the bravest men In the Britlsh
navy. But he was not brave
ehough to keep the mummy case
of the Egyptian high priest and he
turned it over to the museum.

Another object In the museum
seemingly possessed of guper
natural qualities is a bambino, or
holy child, lying on a miniature
four-post bed hung with Neapolitan
and Burmese charms. It originally
belonged to Lady Nevill, whose
sons complained that a constant
series of misfortunes pursued them.
They therefore turned the hand-
some and valuable relic over to the
museum. Presunmbly in this case
the misfortunes must have hap-
pened bewause & holy relic had been
removed (rom its proper resting
Mace tn a church.

Even belfore the recent alleged
notivity of the baunted objects in
the Victoria and Albert Museum all
England waa excited by the sirange
behavior of the mummy case of the
priestess of Amen-Ra.

This priestess, Hetare by name,
belonged to the royal family of
Egypt. In early life she waa or-
dained & priestess of Amen-Ra, but
o the aocesaion of her brother aa
Pharaoh Amen-hotep IV., she fol
lowed the new religion to which he
belonged and left the temple of
Amen-Ra. Thus she may have In-
ourred the wrath of the ancleat
Eoda,

A party of four young Englsh-
men secursad her mummy in its onse
some thirty years ago. Before they
left Egypt the mummy was stolen
and subsequent misfortunes [fol
lowed the case. One of the young
men was crippied In Egypt and an-
other was shot shortly after reach-
ing England. A third died suddenly
and the fourth followed him after
losing his large fortune

The sister of the last hastily pre-
sented the mummy case to the mu-

Mummy case with extraordh
narily tragic history, that be-
longed to the late Lady Meux

ssuym. The man who drove It there
dind within & week, while one who
helped to carry it into the bullding
soon afterward had both legs cut
off in a ruilroad accldent.

The first man who attempted to
photograph Lthe mummy case fell,
smashed hls camera and cut his
fnce severely., The first journallst
who described the tragedies accom-
panying the object died soon after
ward.

The daughter of the Marchioneas
of Salisbury, who went to ldok at
the mnoetorlous object, fell and
sprained her ankle. Other more
serious  accidents  followed and
finally the authorities withdrew
the case from publie vilew on me-
count af the relgn of terror and ex-
citement it had created.
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bulietiess gun bas at last
} made iz appearance. It I3
: a (German lovention and, la-
mead of bullets, it shools a gpas
which temporarily blinds and choias
' the victim. .
The used conlalns sev-
eral which, when o3
‘ploded, cumbise to form a vaper of
pecaiiar character. The gun itself
: ?jm-wﬂ

-

mechanism from the or

dinary doubleaction re

yolver. It holds five
cartridges

The waction of the va

por may best be imag

Ined by comsidering the

position of the person

sbot at The appearance

of the weapon, there

port and the flare of

the powder combine

w0 cogvince the victim

that be has Been sbol

st with ag ordinary frearm. His

cyes .and mouth open in surprise

and the gases geoerated by (be

combiaation of the chemicals en-

velop hia head completely, pene

tratlug his cyes and affecting bis

sight

For several minutes he ls practl

cally blind. Simaltancously the mo-

cous membranes of the nose and

throst are irritated and the vicllm

sneezes and chokes. For a minute or

two the vict!m fnds !t almost im-
pomaible to breathe.

it Is obvious that neo Isdividwal,

even Il be were a8 strong as Her

—_—

eules, would be 1n a poaition (o put
up much of & Gght while in such a
condiiion

The sbotiesa gun is intended prin
clpally for the protection of tourists
commercial travelers, doctors, <3
oll=ts, auvtomobliiste, bank officials,
mall carrfers, wulchmen and pollee-
men. No otie wants to kil a eriml-
nal unless it i absolulely necessary
for ons's own preservation. and this
avention Is intended to make such
2 course UnnOCESSATY

Chief Willlam J. Fiynn. of the
United States Secret Service, has de
cided to adopt this weapon for use
in the service. In rounding wp
bands of counterfeiters and other
offruders agninst the Foderal laws,
the (hief belleves the chemical gun
will_prove just as ofective and, at
the same time. more bumane than
the ordinary weapon, which fre
quently lnfllcts serioua injury and
sometimes kills the prisoner, Over-
powered by the fumes of this
new gun, any criminsl, however
dangerous, may be readily capturd
sad by the time the effecty of the
vapbr have worn off the prisoner Is
safely manweled

At the laborstories of Bendiner
& Bchieslnger, at Third avenue and
Teath street, New York, one of the

tupetying Gas

cartridges used with the chemical
gun was thoroughly analysed. 1t was
found to comprise A pasteboard
holder wish a fulminating cap at one
end similar to that used in the ordi
pary bullet cartridge. Immediately
next to the cap was a small charge
of conrse-grain guspowder. Thea fol-
lowed a large charge of capsicum, or
red pepper, mized with lycopodium,
an inflammable yellow powder con-
sisting of the spores of club-moss,
and & siight trace of saitpetre. The
remainder of the holder was Alled
with Iycopodiam.

With the pulling of the trigger,
the cap explodes the gunpowder and
the force of the explosion unites the
red pepper and lycopediam and pro-
duces the blinding, suffocating vapor
upon which the principle of the
weapon de;

To test the effect of this cartridge,
Mr. Schiesinger procured a guines-
pig from bhis lsboratory and dis-
charged it at the animal at & range
of some three foel. The guines-pig
seemad to suffer mo pain, but was
unablie to open its eyes for the space
of a minote and seemed to have
same difficaity in breathing as the
fumses peaetrsted [ts pose and throat,

The test. however, hardly did Jus
tice 1o the weapon, for, naturally
enough, the guloéa-pig was not in
the least alarmed st the sudden
sight of the gon ns a buman deing
would be and kept his meuth shut

i)

and kis eyes nearly so. With =
buman being, of course, the surprise
and shack would operate to open Lhe
vietim's eyes and mouth and give
Ihe fumes a Better chance to work
“Several tiwes In my experience,”
sald Chlef Fiynn, “1 have wished for
juxt suweh a weapon as this chemibcal
gun. Indealing with Black Handers,
counterfeliers aod other criminals
who usmally operate in bands, It Is
almost siways nocessary to round
them up st the point of & gun.
“The raiding officers are them in
n position where for the preserva.
tlon of thelr own lives ther must
show that they are determined o
shool and to shoot to kill at the Sra
show of resistance. The frst sus
piclous movement upon the part of
the .prisoncrs is the signal for the
officers to firo, and yet they are
naturally losth to take buman [lfe
uniess It is absolutely necessary
“This chemical gun, [ Dbelieve,

Here Is the Secret Servi(:;s N:west
Weapon Against the Evil-Doer

The New Gas Pistol, Actual Size. lts
Vapor-Filled Cartridge Enables You to

Put a Burglar

solves the difficulty. If a prisoner
shows fight, be finds himself sud-
denly confronted with what he Im-
agines is a loaded revelver. ln nine
cises out of ten. it s sulficient to
take all the Bght out of him, he
throws up his hands and gives in
In the temth case, perhaps, be is
elther too frightened to think of his
danger or tod desperale not to take
a chapce and be springs at the
officer right o the muzsie of the
* gun.

“Then, of course, there is only one
thing for the officer 1o do. He must
shoot, or the criminal may possibly
got the best of him. Armed with a
real gun, sech a situation would
usually mean the deslh of the crimi-
pal, but with the chemical gun, the
overpowering fumes reiessed with
the explosion of the cartridge right
in the face of the advancing crook
would piace him entirely at the
mercy of the officer, who would then

Out of Commission

put the handcslls on bim and march
him off "

"For this reason. after I hawve
given the new gun a thorough test, I
shall insist upon all of my men
cartying it when engaged in work
mot apt to require a regular =
volver. For the ordinary policeman,
however, [ hardly think that the gun
would be sufficient, for in the ma.
jority of cases in which the police
officer Is called upon to use a Eun at
all, e shoots to bring down a fugi.
tive, asd, obviously, the chemical
gu=a would mot do that™




