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EARING with the eyes Is a rather new
art, but it Is being taught with more
or less success |in the schools for the
deaf of the Unlted Btates, and the
Nebraska school, located in Omahan,
is not behind in this work,

As long ugo as 1894 Prof. J. A.
Glllespie, then in charge of this school, had begun
instruction on oral lines. In an interview with
Alexender Graham Bell, printed in The Bee durlng
@ vigit be made to the Omaha school in that vear,
Mr, Bell sald:

“The Nebraska instltutlon is celebrated the
world over for its progress in teaching the deaf to
hear, The wmethod in use here was originated by
Prof. J, A. Glllesple and 1s revolutionizing the man-
ner of lpstrueting these unfortunates. For a
number of years teachers in the jostitution have
been accustomed to ring a dinner bell to summon
thelr puplls, but {t never seemed (0 ovcur to any-
one that # child that could hear a dinner bell might
be taught to hear speech It remained for Prof.
Glllesple to attempt this, and he bas-demonstrate«d
that 16 per cent of our deaf mutes could be taught
to hear and nnd you consider

a4, 000

ppenk; when that
reporta deafl

countiry, you see how important this

the ceusus of 1850 about
mutes o thi
matler is,

““The

those

method pursued by this school is to
pupils who can hear any loud
such as o dinper bell, Into clapses, aod teach them

form

nolse,

Lo articulates, thus transflorming them from donf
mutes into ordinary deaf people While 1 was in
Eutope 1 was gquestioned very closely about thia

MNebruska
Wiis

Institution and the work It Is dolng, but
unable to give a8 very extended idew of Lhe
mptter, a8 I had never visited it; so 1 resolved to
avall myself of the first opportunity and Invostigate
the matter rulls The institution has galned a
reputation in his thing which is world wide and has
done more te change the generul iden regarding
this enbijoert than anyoune every dreamaod of)

aince Mr. Bell guve that interview to The
Bee after visiting the Nebroska school, the inst
tuticn hes kept In the froml rank swmong schools
for tha educetion of the deaf, To vonvey a4 under-

standing of the new and betier method am it bhus
been developed tho preseint thme, It will Lo per-
tinent to gquot Ars. Arline B, N, Moegs of Bt. Louls,
A noted and suocessful teache:

We begin at the beginuing sa¥8 Mre. Moax

When u dept person wishes (o master Jip recding

ke 1 3t leprn perfectly Just® what sha Ll g
fake | mgwing all the songd Th VIS Wre
ken one by dbe and the pupil da drili=d o thess
Uy over and over for Yours at a tling The
covponanis nre taket It peeams olmost lhope
s Lo thiim at ' fa

but 1o time they bheggih to dis

1 N vowel abd con

roOR S8 the
b re maklcre { hen W begin W

IV is like learpjog o recd sud W

a Deaf Child is Taught to Talk Like Other Folks
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spealk all over again. It is preacties that does it
I talk some days till I am almost honrse in an effort
to let the pupll see just how the letters should be
formed,

“Then I sometimos have him practice before
a mirror., In that way he van watch his own lips
move &8 he pronounces certaln letters or combina-
tions of letters.”

The method here described is practiced at the
Nebraska school with encournging succeds, While
it I8 hard, at first, for the little ones to comprehend
such a thing us sound, they are cuger to leéarn and
goon begin to Imitate the lHp movements of the
teacher, who must have illimitable patience, Re-
wird comes in seelng the gleam of gratification
that thelr facts when the realizatlon
dawns that they are being psked to make sounds,

coes to

and that this s possibic Experiencoed teachers
bear testimony that, once intércstod, the deaf chil-
dren develop a wonderfully keen inslght Thelr
senne of touch Is aiso very wsoule, and gome of

them can deteet vibrations of the

4 surpriging way
The present nun b

voeal chords In

r of pupllg In the Nebragka

school Is 165, distribvted onmong fifteen clnsse

ﬂi\r-‘l]k’ an average of cleven nuplis to each teachier

“1It will be understood,” cave Superintendent Booth

"that instruction Is largely Individual: therefors
the number of pupldls under one teacher must be
emaller than In the cage of hearing children It~
pecially is this true with oral ¢ sen whers speech
i tought and lip rending I8 the medinm of instruec-
tion The best gutharitles agree that *%n) cineses,
for best results, asbould not contaln mos han from
BIX to elght ehildren

The puplls rauge in age from G 1o 21, and the

clasges In thelr work tover ten grad CHIrrYing
them through arithmetic,- algebra, English grim-
mar, American and Egglish biglory, and glving

vear of Letnu, preparing thou: f nllpudet Collexy
for the Deaf, un institutio malniained ot Wash-

Ingtos by the United States governiment, and which

deafl students from ull the pates pitemd lod o full
college Couren free of oxpenseé lor tultlon or board
I'tie graduaiing cola st yous il geven
students, two of % Hoake 1idat col
loge, Nehraskn's présenl yoprespatation Gul-
lnudet Includs even students | e varioos col-
lege classes Fhe present high Re { the school
contalps twelve puplls, all ol ho i, It e thought
gruduat i Jun
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Omitting cost of buildings :’d the Interest on
the money Invested, the cost per f)ulnl to the stato
for mainteunncoe and lnstruction approximites §250
er annum,

The number of pupils who bave completed Lhe
preseribed course and recelved & diploma of grad-
uation iu nlnety-five A far larger number, having
partial have roeceived oertif-

cates of honorable dismissal.

completed a COU e,

The sch
echoaol,

shoemaking

Industrinl
printing,
the bhoys, and
girle. The formoer
generally followlng the

col muauintalns an troining

and teaches carpentry, puinting,

and furming to
making nnd Inundry

pupils of the

di'ess-
work Lo the

."-"hll(tl are

vecupations thus tought at scliool and ag a ruie
Buccesstully

The lart Nebraska leglslature, responding to
n requept of perents desiring it, passed a law

muking the cmployment of the ornl method com-
future work of the school, Tha
method alms to glv and lp roeading

and where skillfully appliod under

pulsory In the
ural sech
to deafl children,
fwvorable conditions the method In other states has
ProyYen /| Bncceasd AL present all new
those entering schools this

puplin, or

fall, are belng taught

arully., These constitute Lwo classos In addition

taught orally are con

to these, slx clesses formorls

tinuved under the oral wethod. The seven remnin-
ing clavses, mude up principally of the older pupils,
heretolfore taught manually, are contimued, and
will be continued, under the manual method until

thelr graduntion
it will

cording L

LE
*rof

time, probably several yeuars, ac-
Hooth, for for the oral method to

untirely replace the manusl method, by gradunting
the mavunlly tuupht and by trulning the now puplls
s thay gnter exelgsivel Ly Ejeoch The procesn
i6 thus au evolutionary rather than a revolutionhry
cte, o procces of oaturgl growtlh rether than ol
gestructlon nnd #attespted recotislroetlon

sluece 1756, when the Abbe {l!: I'Epeo o 1 ly-
linhed lttle gchool In Purls for the systemntic

odurartion of the deal supported by his own smull

MitGiLe, predl ostrides buve beew made by thuso

Interested in the work. Beforas the good abbe bug;ﬁu
his work only occaslounl cases had been known in
which nobles or mwen of great wealth bad succveded
In finding pecullarly equipped and devoted men to
(each thelr deat children, At the same time that
I'lpee took up this work others In Eongland, Scol-

lasd and CGermany were teaching by the oral
method, byt were catering only to the rieh and
keeping their methods secret The French priest

Thomuns M
for tralunlng o
whero the methods were go closely guarded, but st
the 'Epee sthool he was warmly and
was tuught what Abbe Bleard, charge,
knew S0 It was when Gallsudel opened the frst
schoo! i the Upited States, at Hartford
1817, Ha Bgive Instruction
language and by the manuasl
Was continued Tor half o contury

In the oral method all manual forms of com
miunication, elther gestural slgns or finger alphabet,
are uwbolished All Ingtruction or communleation
In spoken, except that writing isn tnught as in any
hearing puphis A little book,
Syllabusg on the Education of the leafl,” pub-
llsbed by the otologleal section of the American
Medical sgsociation, asserts that In Europe at pres-
et the ornl method Is

opened his doors to all.
1o Buropm

Gallaudet, sent
1816, found no weltome

welcomad
then In

Conn., in

could only in the

Thin

Bigh

iethod plan

ordinary school to

g@lmoat upiversal,

the United Htates Is the stronghold of manuallesm

“while

It nlso gives ARures ghowing thgt in 1901 Europe
hud 350 schools out of 423 tenching the ornl ays-
tem, while the United States In 1010 hed «ighty-

two and Cappdue two orwl schools out ol o total
of 1L2 Puplls taught in purely oral schools In
the Unhted tSutes In 1910 numbared only 2.6509 out
14,338 This Indicated

s oy cont ornlly taught In this

h tothl enrollmoent. of

nu pversge of ot

ouulry againal an average of &4 per cent in
Europn Germany, Norwny, Holland pond Switeer-
lund tegch the denf by the oral methad eselu-
rivoly 'n nddition to the 2,800 pupils mentioned
ak recelving oral instruction in the United Statea.
£.758 others are put down &8 bolng "thught wholl

or chiefly by the oral method This woull bring

the percentage of the United Blates up to about

A T

st~
e.ﬁn.-.‘ Ty

00, or only twenty points behind  Eurqlp “as's
whaole.

The grounds of the Nebraska Bclool for the
comprise twenty-three acres, ten of which
given to the wsinte by James Honner. The
firet butiding erected was the present porth wing,
In 1571 At present the plans counis seven large
bulldings, one bLelng u handsome new auditorivm,
nnd four bulldings. Thers is & sini
of thirtv-pdd and Superintendent Booth
couslders the Nebraoska institution us one of the
best dn the land e s pot nlone In that opinlon,
and in addition it can be pald that the location and
surroundings are nlmost fdeal, Majestle maples
andd widespresding cottonwoods surround the bullds
Ings, and vinevard and garden pre care-
fully cultivated and supply the ifnmates with &
whelesome variety of food for the tables.

An assoclation of parents and guerdians of deaf,
rhildren of Nehrnekan has been
Nebraska Parents' As-
iduentlon of the
Babrock, presldent,

Scharmapn, vice presi-
Daloe, secretary, Tecums-
. McLane, trensurer, superintondent schoals
cxecutive committee, Maojor ', ¥, Schar-
mana, Baperintendent J. F. McLane, John 8. Reed,
Lincoln: Al N, Dafoe, Tecumeselh, The organizers
fer] thot the pparents of deal children are the ones
mogt vitally Interosted in their education. They
wish to have them become as pearly as poasible
like hearing children, tnught and trained to talk
with thelr and friends, and understand or-
dinary conversatien by reading thelr lips.

The lavw passod by the last legtslature for oral
Ingiructlon provides that ¢peceh shall Lo used durs
Ing the entiro school life of all ¢children berealter
enterad in the Nebruaka Schéol for the Denf who
sre capable of yetelving oral instroction, and it has
boen demonsirated that there pre but few that sre
ot capable of inuzht orally, 1in case may
ure found fueapable of reteiving oral In-
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teachers,

aroehard,

DY ritaltv donf
formed, to be known as the
i [ v FPlolsele the Oral
el The oMcers are, K J
North Loup; Mplor C. F
deut, Omaha; Mre, A: N,
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trection they will be tadeght by mch other method
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