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How a Deaf Child is Taught to

30 O N P T SN BV ST IR SN Y

HARING with the cyes is a rather new
art, but it Is being taught with more
or less success o the schools for the
deaf of the United Btates, and the
Nebraska school, located in Omaha,
is not Lehind In this work,

As long ago as 1884 Prof. J. A.
Gillespie, then in charge of this school, had begun
Instruction on oral Hpes. In an Interview with
Alexender Graham Bell, printed in The Bee during
a viglt he made to the Omaha school in that year,
Mr., Bell sald:

“The Nebraska jostitution is celebrated the
world over for its progress in teaching the deaf to
liear. The method in use here was originuted hy
Frof. J. A. Gillespie and is revolutlonising the man-
ner of lnstructing these wunfortunates. For a
number of years teachers in the Institution have
heen accustomed to ring a dinner bell to summon
their pupils, but it never seemed Lo oecur to any-
one that & child that could hear & dinner bell might
be taught to hear speech, It remained for Prof.
Gillesple to attempt this, and he has-demonstrated
that 16 per cent of our deaf mutes could be taught
to heur and and when you consider that
the ceunsus of reportga about 41,000 deaf
mutes in this country, you see how important this
matier 1s

gpenk;

1850

“The method pursued by this school = to
pupils who can hear any loud

guch ag a dinper bell, Into elasses, and teach

form those polse,

them

to articulate, thus traopsforming them from deaf
mules nto ordinary derf people While I was in
Eutops | was guestioned very closely about this

Nobruska institution and the work it Is dolug, but

Eive u extended ldeu of
bad never visited it; so 1 resolved to
avall mysell of the fArst opportunity and lavestigate
the matter fully lnstitution gilned a
reputation in hies thing which s world wide and has
done more to change the genernl iden
Juet than anyone évery dremins

was unuble to
metter, os |

very the

The has

regarding

i of "

this sub

mnce Mr, Bell gave that [ntérview to The
Bee .ufter visiting the Nebroaska school, the Inst
tution Kept in the frodd rank swmong scheols

for the edvcetion of the deaf. To vonvey an under-
and bLedieor method as it

preseit time, It v

standing of the new

been developed 2t tho

Lo
11l bo per-

tinent to guot Mre, Arlioe 1L N, Moss of 8t. Louls,
a voted and successful teachor
\Wo begin ot the begloulng,” says Mre. Moss,
“When u deie! person wishea Lo master lip recding
Be mugt learn porfectly Just’ what shapes the Hips
ake In making all the sonyds The woels are
en one by ope and the pupll i drilisd jo these
winds uver apd over for hours at a {me The

colganns ate taker It seems nlmost hope

8 1o thom at Crsl, but I8 time Lthey begin to dis

m ¢ roon L5 the vowel and con

Wi nre masters! thep we hegin to

i words, I I8 lke learpiug 1o recd sud o
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speak all over again. It iz practice that does it
1 talk some days till { am almost hoarse fn an effort
to let the pupll gee just how the letters should be
formed.

“Then | sometimes have him practice before
& mirror, In that way he van watch hils owa Hps
move a8 he pronounces certaln letters or combina-
tions of letters."

The method here destribed {s practiced at the
Nebraska school with encouraging succeds. While
it Is bhard, at first, for the little ones to comprehend
such a thing us sound, they are engor to lenrn and
soon begin to imitate the lp movemonts of the
tencher, who must have [llimitable patience. Re-
ward comes in seeing the gleam of gratificatlon
that comes 1o thelr faces when the realizantion
dawns that they are being neked to make sounds,
and that this Is possible Experlenved teachers
bear testimony that, once intercsted, the deat chil«

dren develop a wonderfully Keen insight. Their
sensge of touch Is alse very acute, and zome of
them c¢an detect vibrations of Lthe voenl chords In

u surprising way

; The present nutsber of pupils in the Nebraska
school 8 165, distributed among Nfteen
Elving an average ol eloven pupll
“It will be understood,” uys Superintendent Booth
“that Instruction Is Iasrgely Individua!

the number of

UL HRe

to each teacher

therefore
puplle ynder one
smoller than in the casa of
pecially is this true with

teather must he
bhearing children e~

oral clessen whers gpeoch

fa taught and lip rending s the medium of instruc-
tion The best puthorities agree thot w'nl classes,
for Lest results, should not contals moero than from
six Lo elght childs .

Fhe puplls range in age from o to 21, and the
Clug®es In Luvlr wo Ver Lten gradecs, oarrving
them thropgh arithmetie, plgevra, Eoglish gram
mar, American and Eunglish bistory, and glving
year of Laty, preparing them ! Wnudet College
for the Deaf, an ipetitution mainiy 1 nt Wash-
Ington by the United States govert and which
deafl ¢ dents from kil the s .ates diten Or & wil
ek GHT free of n or |\ ar bhoard

Me graduaiing olu inst w3 minined geyven
slodents, two of Wl il 1oy Gall t col-
lege raska’s [ esen reprogantat tal Lial-
laudet it Vi tudent h \ ous. ol
ieRe Classes i e pres LK ine I schiool
coptalos twelve puplle, all of who will, It Is though!
Ernduste In June

'k I ) | ay Len
e Hlet { I i r iln 1569

11 v ] i I .‘.l |}
L Mol ! ( @ repre
entar | ] I i an ford
Ol & Lincol i ] i Liod gy
ench seven, Mg \ Hall ppg | er each flve
Fierce, Saling py Ofim b fouy ‘hie s1ate o
Weomtnge ny thie } lool at
AU AlRusl vostl of ot bk
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Omitting cost of bulldings lw the interest on
the money Invested, the cost per fiuml to the state
for maintenance and lostruction approximates §250
per annum.

The number of pupile who have completed the
prescribod course nnd received a diploma of grad-
uation s ninety-five A far larger number, having
completed o partial course, have recelved eertin-

cates of honorable dismissal,

The
ecliool,

schcol malntalns an

tonches carpontry,

Industrial training
printing, painting,
tnd
The former
generally following
taught at

nnd
the
making aud laundry work to the girls
pupils of the school
vecapations thua
successfully

The
o requeat of pan
Lha

pulsory In

slivemaking and furming to hoys, dross.

Aro the

wchool and as a rule

lagt Nehraska leglslature,
desiring I,
the

work of

responding to
law
oranl method com-
the school. ‘The
almsg to give spesch and Hp reading
to deal children, and where skillfully applled under

s passcd n

mnking employment of
the Tulure

orel method
favorable conditions the method in other siales has
PIOVER A EUCCens At

thoge entering schools

presont aill ney
this fall, are

These constitute

puplis, ar
helng taught
In nddition
formorly taught orally are con
under the oral The remwialin.
ing vlavges, up prinelpally of the older puplls,

arilly, Lwo classas
to these, BIX clnsies
tinued

wethod BOVEN

hergtofore thught manually, are continued, and
will be vontinued, wader the manoal method until
thelr graduntion

It will take time, probably several years, ac-

cording to Profl. Booth, for for Lthe oral method Lo
entirely replace the manunl mothod, by gradunting
the manually teught and by truiging the new pup!ls
na they enter excluslvely by speecch The procvess
Is thus an evolutiopury rather than o revolutionnrs
che, a process of patural growth rather thun of
sestruciion and sttempted voconsiruetion

Bluce 17 when the Abbo |l': "Bpee ostalys
leshed little pchool In Paris Tor the aystewmntlo
eduration of the deal, supported by Lig own swmall
oy,  great «strides bhave been mode by those

o 2
A |

- - -

Interested in the work. Before the good abbe begah
his work only occasloonl caseg hud been Known in
witloch nobles or men of great wealth bhad succeedod
In Ainding peculiarly equipped and devoted men lo
teach thelr deaf children, At the same time that
I'Epeo took up this work others in Eugland,
land and Germany were teaching by the
method, bhut catering only to the rich and
keeping their mothods secret. The French priest
opened his doors to all, Thomas H, Gallaudet, sent
to Murope for tralning o 18516, found no
where the methods were to closely guarded, but at

Seol-
aral
wers

wWeltome

the I'Epee school he was warmly welcomed and
was taught what Abbe Sleard, then In charge,
knew, So it was when Gallaudet opened the first
achoo] n the Unlted States, at Hartford, Conn., In
117, he could give Inetruoctlion only in the sign
lanpgunge und by the manusl! method This plan

Was continued for hall n century

orkl method all manual forme of com
miunication, either gestural signs or finger alphnbot,
are All lnstruction or communleation

I8 spohen, except that writing s taught

In the

abolished

A% In any

ordinary gchool to hearing puplls A little book,
Y"Sxllabug on the Wducatlon of the Deaf,” pub-
lished by the otological section of the Amerioan

Medical axsoclation, gsserts that in Eurcpe at pres-
the method {8 gimost upiversul, “while
the United Htates Is the stronghold of manuallsm.”
1001 Europe
400 schools out of 423 leaching the ortl sgys-

ent oral

It also gives Agures ghowlng that In
had

lem, while the Unlted States In 1010 hed =ighty-
two and Canads two oral schools out ¢f a total
of 152 Pupils taught In purely oral schools in
the United tSates in 18010 numbered only 2,508 out

of & total enrollment. of 12,342 This Indicated

ni ayergge of but 22 per cent orally tavght in this

ounlry BZainat an average of w0 pap eont n
Eurojg Germany, Norwhy, Holland and Swiizer-
lwpd teach the denf by the orsl method vselu-
kively In wdditlon 1o the 2,500 puplls mentioned
as recelvicg oral Instruction in the United Btutea,
4.758 others are put down as belng "“taught wholly

ar ¢hlefly by the oral method,”™ This wonld bring

the percentage of the United States up o about

S T AR A

60, or ouly twenty points behind EurqUp~as s
whaole

The grounds of the Nebraska Sckool for the
comprise twanty-threo téen of which
glven to the slate by James Bonner. The
first bullding erected was the present north wing.
in THT1. At prosent the plans counts seven Ilarge
bulldings, oune belng & handsome new suditorium,
and four small freme bolldings. There I8 & stalf
of thirty-odd teachers, and Superintendent Hooth
conglders the Nebraska institution as one of the
best in the lamd,  He is not alone In that opinion,
and In addition it ean be gald that the location and
surroundings are almopt ideal, Majestic maples
and widespreading cottonwoods surround the bulld-

Dent
wire

ACToes,

ings, and orchard, vinevard and goarden nre caree
fully cultivated and supply the Inmateg with a
whalesome varlety of food for the tables.

An assoc) i of parents and gunrdians of deaf,

or verially depl chiliren of Nehrocka bhas been
formod, to be known gs the Nebraska Parents' As-
of the

E. J. Babeock, president,

Bl A
Deat
Norih

Flomuu v Oral  Education
e oMcers are
Major C. F
dent, Mro. A. N, Dufoe, secretary, Tecum-
sch; J. F. McLane, treasurer, superintendent schools
Flergnee; executive commitiee, Major ¢, F, Schar-
many, Buperintendent J, F. McLane, John 8, Reed,
Lincoln; Al N. Tocumselh. The organizers
fecl that the porents of deaf chlldren are the ones
most vitally Intereeted in thelr education, They
wigh to have them become #s nearly as pessible
litke hearing children, taught and trained to talk
with their families and friends, and understsnd or
dinary convergaticn by readiug thelr lips,

The law passed by the last legisiature for orsl
inal ruction provides that specch shall be used durs
Ing the entire school 1ife of ell children herealier
ontered Ip Nebpasko Behbdol for ihe Denf who
retelving oral instruction, and it has
been demenstrated that there are but few thiat are
rot capable of LEANE tnuxht orally. In cose way
ure found who pre incapable of recelving oral in-!
Aruction they wiil be taught by such other method |

(Coatioued on Page Five)
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