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| means the captives kot word 1o Commo-
dora Preble, commanding the American
1I'1m|r1. in nelghboring waters, togethor w.th

a plan for the recapiure or destruction of
uu- Phtladelphin, Lisutenant Decatur,

then & youth of 8, voluntesred Lo com- |

mand the hazardous expedition, While
the darlug plan wus being developed =

Amerioanp. A Tripolitan “keteh,” the
mastico, bearing & losd of handsome
grie an & gift trom ihe bashaw to the
sultan of Turkey, ran into the fleet as it
Isy anchored off the cvosst of Sielly,
What beeame of the lovely muldens his-
tory refunes Lo relate.
It wan renamed the Intrepld and was
aurigned the duly of carrying the Amer-
lomne who were to undertake Uie destrue-
tion of the Philadelphin. The enterprise
wias ons of the most daring, the muost

dramatie, offorts In the anhals of sea
flght ng. Thers were no submarines, no
torpedo boals nor dostroyers, no wub-

merged mibes—not even steam! The wev-
enly-four men who velunteersd for sery-
lee with Decatur could not hope W0 speod
the engines and run away from disaster,
They must nesdn rely upon ihe benignity
of the wind and the composure of the
sallors in the bour of greatest dangor,

The Biren, under lieutenant Blewart,
was ordered (o escort the Intrepid as far
ad wWoau deamodl safe, and this doughty
little vossel waa repainted and rigiged to
look aa much llke a Maltese marchant-
man as possible. Aa for the Intrepld
Iamlf, 1t was & typical Tripolitan
frelghter, with ample cabin space, and
the Turks in the harbor had not yet
learned of the mastico's capiure and the
fate of her falr origo, The plave the
women had ocoupled wan fllled with ex-
plonives amd shalls, for there was a
double purposa in the minds of FPrable
and Deentur. There was no such thing
then as & lorpedo; but the flreship, or
“Infornal,’” ma It was called, was some-
timos employed. It was Docaiur's idea
that it hin expedition should prove &
fallure he could at least blow up his
own ship and thereby wreck the Phila-
delphia. It would mean the almost cer-
taln doath of every man on board, but
that cost had been counted as u normal
part of the desperately glorious game.

In the Harbor of Tripoll.

It was 10 o'clock on the night of
Febraary 16, 1804, when the Intrepld,
having loft the Biren about three miles
behind, lfted itas drags and salled boldly
Into the narrow channel between the
rocks and shoals that protect the treach-
erous harkor of Tripoll, A half-grown
mooh hung In the clear sky and a stiff
breogs agwinst the beam set the salls
In & beautiful swell of eanvae. An the
daring vessel advanced the breose grad-
ually dled down unttl the motlon. was
searooly  perceptible.  Slowly the Ketch
stolé along unill there arose out of the
mist before It the shadowy outline of
& great ship. s foremost had not yet
besn rulned and It was bare of rigghg
88 It rocked st anchor, right abreant
of the town, Between It and the shore
lay two of the Infumous corsairs, flve
gunhoats and a host of smaller oraft. Di-
reclly at ita back loomed the fort with
its murderous batteries, ghostly In the
Pale moonllght. It was with Allflenity
the Americuns repressed a shout of de-
lght,

On the open deck of the Intrepld not
more than & dogen men were to be seen,
the others Iying in the shadows of the
bulwurks or concealed by the masts und
rigging. Decatur stood close to & Slolllan
named Catalano, as he steered for the
frigate’'s bow, where the ketch would be
out of reach of those Amerfcan guns that
the Turk who have employed, only too
gladly, Mfor the destruction of American
patriots, ‘When only about 109 yards in-
tervened botween the (wo vessels the
lookout on the Philadelphia becume aware
of the near approach of a ship and o
challenge was issued. Cataluno called
back that he hnd come on & trading voy-
age from Malta, that he had encountersd
terrific storms and had lost his anchor.
He begged Lthe privilege of viding by the
slip untll morping, since he could mnot
muke hin vemmel fast and dared not pro-
cosd into the midat of the forest of ships
in the loner harbor. A cruwd had gath-
ered on the deck of the Philadelphia and
many o rude Joke was hurled across tho
water, an the pliot was compelied to enu-
merate the llums of his Imaginary cargo
While this conversation wan golng on the
wind changed suddenly, hurling the In-
trepld in the direction of the (rigate's
stern. There, In ftull range of the yuns
that might bave shattered it In less Lime
thisn 1 vequired for the telling, It lay In
a suddenly tranqull sea, absolutely be-
calmod.

In anothesr moment the sallars on board
the Philadelphila manned a boat and came
to the rescie With & line that was passed
to the ketch a8 & boal from the keteh
rowed up Lo the frigate and attached an.
other line to Its Tore-ohaln. Cautiousty
the men on the Intrepld drew in the line
untll theo daring bout lay alongside |ts
vietimn, In that ten=e pyomefit the Turks
Boaresl (e rall chught alght of & sturdy
palr of anchers, and & sharp ory, “"Ameri
eanoa!"' was ralsed. Even at that the
crow, 13ing In the shadows on the nearby
deck, did not move. There was no evi-
dence of treachery save the telliale an-
chors, and the suspleion died almost at
s birth.

A( v, lamu e Conitnental Trust ~ Boarding the Phlladeliphia.
iiud‘:. ofs § and 13 block 1. Weat s "A moment later, those same bewildered
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wrberg. 1. hhﬂ. L Gul- meaning of those forms thut appeared to
&?& paasanila m grow, mushroom-like, out of the shadowy
w‘ M“ deck, they were confronted by heads wnd
,.z@_ 1| bodics that emerged from the ports wnd
‘o l"nn swarmed over the rall It way ke the
. ot i W“’ g | YE sDell of mome walrd magiclan, ma-
» L AR lunuwu human beings out of emply
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bit of luck dAropped into the hands of the |

An for the keteh |

the bodies of geveral hapless Turke The
vthers vaulied over the rall as fast as
they oovuld shake off their assailants. It
| ell happanead so swiftly that In tem min-
| Ulow Steplien Decatur stood upon  the
ukiter-dock In undisputed pusseasion
His men had thelr work so carefully
cut gut for them, that already the erows
had darted toward (he cock.pll, the Fore.
rovma, the afler-hatchey and the stéers
Age, oarrying the combustibles that were
to make certain the destructlon of the

| Irlgate. From the guarisrdeck, Decatur
Fent up & rocket to nnounce L0 Camaln
Stewurt, ot bonrd the Hiven, that the
ship had been captured. and before the
Biren's rocket could peply the (lames

were meen leaping up from svery part of |
| the fll-starred Phladelphla.  As awiltly
a8 they had boarded it, the Amerioans
departed, dropping back o the deck of

the keteh and cutting looke, The en-
gagement had laeted bul twenty-thres
miltates, Hut It was not ended, for the
fort and the gunbosts might bagin (o
belch fire and shell at any moment, and

| & far greater metince was clone st hand.

As the Intrepld seversd (ts  dangarous
| cofifection with the hurnltyg frigate s
boom fouled and Its Jigger swapt against
[ the quarter gnllery of the Philadéiphia,
the sterp-line becwme Jjummed, and a
sheet of flame poared from one of the
port holes, directly over the tarpaaiin
that eovared tho store of eaxploslves that
had been pisced there as o lust resorl

The Escape.

! A rhout from Decatur dispatched a
dosen men, with swords, to cut tha en-
tangling ropes, and a mighty shove sant
Lhe ketch oui of rench of the roaring
fiamen. In another inmant the sweeps
hnd been munned, and a succession of
long oar-strokes carried the craft well
out into the channel of the treacherous
harbor, Now the men could hold In no
| longer, and & mighty sheut of triumph
arose, n shout thut was drowned in the
roar of the battecles, for the slespy gun-
neard had been startied into activity by
the sight of the burning Philadelphia.
Two corndirn nnd a galley gave chose
and the surface of the waler wnsa torn
by a rapld succession of exploslons, aa
the fire In the bLurning trigate reached
its batteries. By a strange froak of the
wind, the flaming hull was shified around
nnd poured a terrific broadside directly
into the town—the American warship's
aimost human retalletion upon Its hated
captors. From thelr privon windows, Cap.
tain Huinbridge wnd the 39 men who had
heen captured on that once proud. ship,
watehed with mingled joy and grief the
wark of destruction. At least, the Phlla-
delphla would not werve as the enemy's
alave,

In & wveritable raln of shot and shel
that sent brilliant Jets of iHumined water
all mbout it, the Intrepid dashed out of
tha harbor, joined the Siren and get snil
for Syrscume. It had not lost a single
man, wnd only one member of itg crew
had neod of the surgeon's ald. The Tri-
politans lost twenty men in addition to
thone unnumbered vietims who hsd re-
treated to the depths of the burning
shlp,

When the story of the adventure wan
told abourd, the pirate nations along
the northern coast of Afrios aat up In
wild-oyed mmazement. This wan not the
sort of thing they Lad bheen accustomed
to. The war had dragged along for al-
mont three years and nothing mueh had
happened. They began to ask who this
Htephen Decator was, and a lttle whille
ater they had a reply when one of thelr
commanding officers, under pretense of
surrender, bogrded the shlp commanded
by Decatur's brother and murdored him
No sooner had the newns pf (his dastardly
aot come to the nowiy appolnted cosfitain
than he made off for his déad biother's
ahlp, engaged the murderous Tork in o
hand-to-band fight, bore him, struggling
and pleading for mercy. to the deck and
ran him through with his short sword,
the only weapon he happened to have at
hand when the death of his brother was
reported to him,

Without walting to wash the blood from
his hands, he gave orders for the cccups.
Wen of the Turk's ship, and that night he
jolned the American fleet with {wo cap-
tured vessels.

CLEVER THEFTS OF DIAMONDS

Trieks that Daffle When it Comes 1o
Search of Persons for Miss-
ing Gemn,

A former Stute street feweler, who Is
now a member of a joewelers® protective
assoclation and travels over the entira
world in search of dimmond and gem
thleves, was in Chicago several davs ago
and Aduring his convérsation told some of
the Interesting mothods used by the ex-

pert thief to sieal jowelry.

HOf couwrne.” he aald, “we all know of
the fellow who travels along with the
dlamond salegman for @ moenth or more
ostensibly carrying another line, bHut in
reality only swalting a chanes to make
avway with the saleamuan's trunk. 'Phis
fellow works a long time for a huuwl and
Is usually a topnoteher, as damond sales-
men are natueally susplclous of any
chance soqualnisnce. This erook, how-
ever, In A pollabed fellow, tolls good
storios, drinks good drinks, smokes good
clgars and s generally asrecable and well
lkted,

“He doca not push his presence on the
snlewmun, but mansges o run nto him
tumiberiess times and oy var.ous methods
of his confedermtes usually has consider-
nble important appearing mall moet him
wherever he goes. Then some duy the
saleaman packs bis trunk after finishing
a sale and starts It for tie express office.
On the way it digappears: it I8 either
taken from the platform or pleksd up
romewhere and the thiof la gone,

“"Wemen make good diamond thleves,
ton, as dealers must not take & chance of
offending o customer, leat she be a rich
man's wife or dawghter, whose trade I
obtained regularly. would amount to thow-
sands u Year. Any woman well dressed
end possgsaing o certaln amount of re-
finement can see Lhe enlire stock of al-
mokl any dealer in the couniry. When
she 1s clever snough she can got & stone
or plece of jJewelry during her lnapection

“One New York woman came into »
large store and asked 1o sem rome unnet
dlmmonds. The propristor of the atare
wulted on her and showed her « large
colivotion of fine stones. Bhe displayed
& monster roll of bills and was about teo
purchase an expensive jewel when ahe
asked whether her hushand could see It
“Why, eertalnly.” replied the propristor
"We will send It over to him new.' The
wonan hosllated., and finally  asked
whother they would bhold the stome upti)
that afternoon and she would make »
deposit of 310 on §i.

“This ajppesred porfectly jyoper 1o the
uwner, bt when she left two valuabie
sibnes wers bsdng. The woeman was
baetled,
wemrekod

|back to the store, ‘sinde her way up to
the caze whern she had stvod before, and,
siipplng her hand along uader the sdue,
regovared the two miesing stones, stuck
thete In & Hitle ball of chewing gum

| The detectives did not know positively
Rkt that time whether ashe bad taken any-
| thing from the ocounter, but decided to
| keep Further watch over her., At another
| ®tore severn)! days later while she was
| Inspecting goms & slone was dropped on
| the floor ‘mccidentally’ and this also wia
|lost. Gum on the front of the shos had
got this one. The woman was arrested
and confessed that she had swindled
nearly every dealer In New York with
her gum trick,

“Ome of the most Ingenioas thefts was
made In Berlin, where o fellow walked
into a general jewelry store, knowing the
aowner had o fine diamond, The thief
wure an expensive diamond himself and

an old German watch repalred, Tle started
ta talk of diamonds and exbibited his
own us & choloe stone. He was shown
the other stune by the dealer. They dis-
ousped dlamonds In every phase until the
watch was repaired, when the stranger
started to pay for the repalring. He
exhiblied a large roil of bills and pur
posely overpald. During the slight con-
fusion of counting his money and paving
for hin watch he had substituted the
genuine dlamond for a paste stone, which
was belng carefully wrapped up and
pliced In ita box by the dealer while the
stranger was sauntering out with his
waltoh,

“The dealer saw a slight carbon spot
In the paste jewel Just as hé was closing
ths box, and knowing hia own jewsl Lo
be fawless, hurriedly examined the stone
and approhended the thief before he was
a half block awiy, secure In ihe thought
thiat he was safe.

“He was taken to the store and every
partiole of clothing removed and he was
searched thoroughly, but the plssing
Jewel could not ‘be found. Mors through
curiosity at ths old time watch than any-
thing else ona of the police called in
opened the back of the case and found
glittering up at him from the maln
spring the lost jJewel. Tha thief con-
fessed and got a heavy spntence,

“There are just thousands of this kind
of camses, hut the blg gein thisf usually
gets eaught or his consclence goes back
on him," sald the gem thief sleuth. "“The
mnjority of the really bilg fellows thsat I
have ever seon arm as fine out men -as
ons would find anywhere; thelr person-
ality Is usually of the best, but with a
bad streak iu thelr makeup somewhere.”
~Chicago News(

The Merchant Who Has the Goods i
the One Who Lets the Public Know i
Throug Advertising In The Bee,
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New Clothes amvmg daily in Our Boys' and
Little Men's Departments putting
this Store in the Lead of all

competition.

Norfolk Suits in Blue Serge, Scotch Tweeds and
Chevmts from $3.50 to $8.50.

Single or Double-breasted Knickerbocker Suits in

Cassimere, Homespun or Worsteds, in ages 6 to 17 years,
from $2.50 to $10.00,

Sailor and Blouse Suits in all snitable materials in
ages 3 to 6 years, $3.50 to $6.50.

Underwear and Furnishings for all ages, from 6
years up.

JOE SMITH & CO.

““Clothes for the Lads and Their Dads.”

Ty
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SEOOND PRIZE |
Bee Rooklovers’ Gontest

10-ACRE FRUIT RANCH

VALUE '$1,2'.50

In a climate shown by the Government chart to be
the same as that of Los Angeles, Fresno, ete., lies Tehama |
connty, California. It is within two hundred and fifty ||
miles of San Francisoo and there is gituated the famous
Lutheran colony which has had so much discussion in
Omaha by reason of a loeal clergyman taking the initia-
tive in its formation. The Bee offers this 10-acre ranch
a8 Second Prize in its Booklovers' Contest. Here is n
livelihood for man, wife and children for the rest of time.
Here is $1,250 in land, carrying free water, waiting only
for the plow share and intelligence to cultivate it and pro-
duce almost any variety of fruit.

Full information concerning this land may be had
at the office of « |

" TROWBRIDGE-BOLSTER (C0.

In the City National Bank Building, Omaha.,

Booklovers’ Title Catalogue

The Bee's Booklovers® catalogue of 5,000 titles is on
sale at Bee business office for 25 cents; by mail, 30 cents,
It is necessary to smccess in solving the puzzles.

Extra Coupons are on sale at the business office of
The Bee for one cent each. Winners in the first contest
used many extra coupons.

| More 'I'Im $5.000 in Fm Prizes




